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SIR, 

IN a former Work^ wBch I 1^ 
fented to Yoor Majeffy, and whicj^ 
You did me the Hdnour w:^<i\!!&^ x^ 
receive, the £dhionable micAt of Ad^ 
dreis — 4o ibreign from the oi^iM 
daffical Stmplidty— -was not the^le 
of the Dddicadoh ; sind the &the md^ 
tites^ SiR^ T^hich with^ld me fi'dm it 
at ^t time^ will withold me it6tti it 
for cren For I dare not pre(tu&e xa 
pay fo ill a Gampliment td Your Ma- 
jcfty, as io iiippofe it necefHiry to pto- 
^ claifri Yfeur Virtues to the world, or t« 
;jj ii^orm Your MajeiW of fhe v^flektio^ 
w?th ^hith the world behdld^ died. 

A % Put 
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But I hope, Sir, You will permit 
me to purfiie the trae defign of a De- 
dication, by giving Your MajefW fome 
account of the Work, which I have 
the honour iiow to lay before You, and 
by entreating Your Majefty's accepts- 
ance of it. — ^The whole Work, intend- 
ed. Sir, is a general hiftory of Ireland 
from the earlieft records of time, to the 
final lettlement of that country, at the 
Hpfe lof die. laft century, by King 
,Wri LL liA M. • ; : But, Sir , • the particular 
i)iifiinei5" of thefe Volumes, after a full 
45C0unt of th6 ancient and prefent ftate 
'o{ Ireland, civil and ecclefiaftical, are to 
jlhillrate the great exploits of fbme of 
Your Majefty's Royal Anceftors, Mo- 
,li'archs ;of that IHand, aind to ferve the 
cauife of liberty by an inftru6tive hifto- 
ry of tihe confequences of its abuie. 
U-o whom then^ Sir, could I addre& 
myfelf for a patronage of this Work, 
with fb much . propriety, as. to Your- 
Majefty ? Your Majefty's patronage^ 
indeed, it is well kiiQwn, will always 
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be an honour to any Work, and a pro- 
tection to any Writer; and may there- 
fcffe be foUicited on all occafions very 
properly. 

But this, Sir, is a Work, which not 
only expofes the fatal politicks of early 
ages, and fb will throw a luflre on 
Your Majefty's happy reign, but 
which alfo traces out in the courfe of 
it Your Majefty's own defcent from a 
line of illuftrious Heroes : And tho* 
the crown of Ireland hath been annexe 
ed to the diadem which Your Majefty 
wears, for almdft fix hundred years, 
yet thefe Heroes, Sir, are but little, of 
not at all, known or heard of in your 
native Country. Yoxir native Coun- 
try, permit me. Great Sir, to fay, 
remarkable as it is for good ienfe and 
benevolence, looks rather with an eye 
of prejudice and contempt on that de- 
ferving province ; — a. province of far 
greater importance and utility to this 
nation, than almoft all the other pro- 
vinces together in the whole Britilh 

empire : 
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empire : And when Your Majeftv is 
infonned that no general hiflory, either 
edifying or impartial, of that great 
branch of your dominions is already, 
extant, I flatter myfelf that the whole 
Work which I have undertaken will 
be agreeable to Your Majefly, and 
attraS Your notice. 

The whole undertaking, Sir, it 
ttiuft be allowed, is very arduous, and 
the execution of it muft neceflarily be 
painful and expenfive. But convinced, 
Sir, as I am, that the ferviee of the 
Publick is every man's teal duty, no 
difcouragements of any kind have pre- 
vented my performing it, to the beft of 
my abilities, on all occafions that h^ve 
^en in my way. Knowing there- 
fore. Sir, the very imperfed, or ra* 
ther the falfe idea that we Britons have 
conceived of Ireland, and the {Hrejur 
dice which many of its natives have 
entertained of fome reveki^ions in their 
government, it ap^ared to me that 
j^ch * Bftory was cqusdly ikceSktf 

and 
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and ben^ciat to all Your Miajeft)r's 
fbbj^ds : as iiich I undertook it^ and 
as nich I hope I ihall be enabled- to 
complete it 

To die confideration of Your Ma- 
jeftv it is now (iibmitted ; and happv 
fliall I efteem myfelf if it meets with 
that apjnrobadon from Your Majefty^ 
which Your great benevolence in- 
clines You td befiow on all underta- 
kings of uliiity to the PubUck. 

That your Majefty may long, very 
long, continue to be a blefling to all 
Your People, and that all Your Peo- 
ple may perfevere in their loyal^ and 
afle6ion to fo Great and Good a King, 
is the ardent prayer of, SIR, 

Tour Majejiys mofl dutiful^ 
mofi devoted fubjeQ^ 

FERDIKAKDO WARNER. 
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IN gatferftig tip materials fot the Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftofy ofEngkrtd, which I had the honour 
to give the publick abotit fix years ago, it 
^afii iie^^ry to have reeouffe to the Iriih Hif- 
f^y ; M ^ gr'eat part of this Kingdom j. owed its 
firft iriftniaiotis in Chtiftianity to the pious la> 
bourt aiid It^ttiing of Divinefe from Ireland. But 
after rn^nf enquiries, ai^d much fearch, I founds 
to itty great foitptht^ that there was no tolerable 
Hiftory of Ireland cxfaiit, ehher in that country 
Of in thi^. By what Ikafity it had happened, that 
fiu^h a wcttfc had been hitherto fb much negleded^ 
otj fc ^pe^ mote pfOpefly, abandoned by men 
of letter d, I did not know^* But it appeared to me 
to be a Work which was capable of affording great 
efttertaiifwhent and nnicb knot^ledge ; fuch as 
wouM be honourable t& Irelaiid, fand ufeful to 
the \^orld. That was evidently, however, the only 
country now in Europe, which is in itfelf (6 good 
a ftribjfedl for hiffory, from its fituation, importance, 
natm^aj advantages, aiid inhabitants, and for which 
fijch authentic matefiate are to be met with, that 
in' this age of literattrre k without its complete and 
general hiftory ; without fuch a hiftory as a man 
of fenfe can ftudy with any profit, or even read 
with any pleafore. 

The native Irifti writefis, of which Keating 
ftands at the head, have confined themfelves en- 
tirely to the ancient part of the Hiftory, before the 
En^ilh acquired any fettlement in that country. 
Vol. L ' B Bsit 
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But they all betray (o much vanity, and deal fb 
much in tl>e fabulous, as gives an air of romance 
to the whole ; or, to fpeak of it in the moft fo« 
vourable and candid terms, as makes it appear 
to be a mythological rather than a real hutory. 
O Flaherty, in a Latin work whjeh he calls 
Ogygia, has rejedted many of the romantic tales 
adopted by other writers, and has taken infinite 
pains to adjuft the chronology of their high an* 
tiquities ; in which he has in a good meafure fuc- 
ceeded. For his technical chronology, though not 
abfolutely ac(i:urate, is, however, the moft accurate 
of any we know in Europe. The reader n^ not 
be told that it can only be afcertained, as Sir I. 
Newton in a great d^ree afcertained his, by the 
generations of men and the reigns of Princes. The 
Latin performance of Archdeacon Lynch, pub- 
liftied under the title of " Cambrenfis everfus, " 
though it contains fome curious particulars of old 
Irifli affairs, yet it is principally taken up in refuting 
the falfe and malevolent aflertions of Gerald^ 
Biftiop of St. David's, called, " Cambrenfis." But 
the beft work that hath appeared on the ancient 
part of the Irifti hiftory, are the Diflertations on 
It, publiftied lately by Mr. O Connor, a gen- 
tleman of the County of Rofcommon : who has 
had ingenuoufnefs and honefty enough, however, 
to own to me, that more than the common dis- 
advantages, to which a firft publication on a dark 
fubje<5t is expofed, glare through the whole ; neither 
could he anfwer for it, but that the warmth of 
youth, arid the " Amor Patriae," might have in-^ 
clined him to extend the matter fomewhat beyond 
the rigour, to which he (hould have confined him- 
felf. This acknowledgment, though it flows from 
a true greatnefs of mind, which does him honour, 
yet fhews us, that this work is to be read with cau- 
tion, and fome grains of allowance for prejudice 

and 
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and partiality ; neither is it any thing more than 
what the title profeffes, " Differtations on the An- 
cient Hiftory.'* Ainong.the Irilh writers of Englilh 
extradt and defcent, who are to be diftinguiftied 
from the natives, the firft place mull be given to 
Sir James Ware ; who had great opportunities^ 
JFrom a long refidence in that country, and a poft 
of eminence in the State, to make himfelf acquainted, 
with its hiftory and antiquities; and his work on that 
JTubjedt is almoft the only book of the kind that has 
been ever read or heard of in this age in England* 
But thbugh it muft be owned that this writer was in*^ 
defatigable in his colle^ions, yet being a man of 
no great tafte or genius, being ignorant of the 
language in which his materials were compofed, and 
having no good interpreters who underftood both 
th^t ,and the Englifti, he was impofed upon not 
^ little; and confequently the world has beoi mifled 
by pinii For inftance, he hath, cut off at a fingle 
llrok^ fourteen hundred years of the ancient hiftory, 
by afler ting roundly contrary to authentic evidence, 
that \yhatever was recorded of the times before 
Chriftianlty, was nothing elfe but the invention 
of latter ages. Even in the Hiftory which he 
pretends to give of the times pofterior to that 
aera, we meet with nothing but a dry meagre 
catalogue of their Kings, through a fpace of almoft 
eight hundred years; as though nothing worthy 
attention was tranfafted in all that period. In 
ihort, though Ware had great merit in bringing 
forth from old fragments, which had lain negleft- 
ed, many materials eflential to Irifli hiftory, yet, 
whoJ[bever contents himfelf with that production 
— even improved as it is by Harris — will have a 
very infufficient, and a very partial idea of the 
ancient ftate of Ireland. 

Archbifliop Usher, as good and as honeft 
iai man as ever lived, wore out along life in the 
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moft painful refearches into antiquity ; but they 
were chiefly confined to chronological and ecclefiafti- 
<:allul:ge<fls. Little elfe^however, relating to Ireland 
is to' bfi found among his writings : and as far as it 
extends on the heads of Religion and the Church of 
the ancient Irifti, his matter is accurate and au- 
thentic ; but he alfo laboured under the dilad- 
•vantage of bad interpreters. As to all the Englifli 
writers who have attempted to give any part of the 
Hiflx>ry of Ireland — ^fuch as Cambrensis, Cam- 
pion, Hanmer, St anthurst, Spencer, Mor- 
RisoN, Cox, &c. — it is difficult to determine 
whether they (hew more inaccuracy and ignorance, 
or malevolence and partiality. Sir Ri c h a r d* Cox 
is the only one who hath attempted a general hifto- 
ry from the conqueft, extended to niodern times : 
and the reader will find much the fame enter- 
tainment and inflru6Hon, by perufing the old news 
papers, in which the fadls and events were originally 
recorded, as he would by looking over that hiftory* 
To enumerate cm: expofe all the ill-grounded 
aflfertions of thefe feveral writers, with regard to 
the ancient hiftory and inhabitants of the Irifh 
nation, and which they have indulged through 
inattention, partiality, or malevolence, would be 
no di$cult talk, though very difagree^le and im-^ 
pertinent to my defign. My defign here is only 
to fhew, in what a low and wretched condition 
the hiftory of Ireland- — a kingdom appendant to 
our own for almoft fix hundred years paft— ^tb 
hitherto remained, to the difgracc of letters, and 
the reproach of both nations. It may be p^ope^, 
however, to mention, that one notorious ertc^ 
funs through all the Englifh writers on this fubjeft,^ 
and another through all. the Irifh. The firft in their 
defcription of the ancient inhabitants, cufloms^ 
and manners, fpeak of them *till the conqueft^ 
in xUtt fame opprobrious terms which fuit thenii 
^ only 
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only in their priftine ftate, when they were utterly 
unacquainted with agriculture, arts, and commerce, 
when letters were in their infancy, and when 
the whole world was lying in ignorance. On the 
other hand the Irifli writers, when they fpeak of 
their Milefian anceftors, pafs moil of this by in 
filence ; and talk of nothing but a fucceffion of 
illuftrious Princes, the fplendourof their laws and 
government, and in fliort of a poKtenefs, virtue, 
military glory, and generofity, which diftinguiftied 
their nation from all other. Both thefe accounts 
may be faid perhaps to be true ; and yet for want 
of making the diftinftion, when the firft ended, 
and the kft b^an, they are neither of them im- 
partial. 

The many probable reafons why no writer of 
Ireland hath attempted to refcue its hiftory from 
this condition, may be eafily enough affigned. 
Of the old Irifli Stock, who underftand the lan- 
guage in which the fragments that remain are 
written, few have had an education which makes 
them capable of writing m any other : nor would 
one of them be induced, I belie\^e, to give him- 
felf any trouble about the hiftory of Ireland, be- 
yond the diffolution of their monarchy ; when all 
their fplendour, as a warlike, free, and independent 
people, became extinguilhed. Even of the part 
prior to it, they content themfelves with what hath 
Dcen already publiftied by the authors before men- 
tioned—though many other authorities of very an- 
tient date, belides what are taken ndtice of by them, 
are ftill in the hands of the curious — becaufe of the 
contempt which they fee thefe works are hdd in by 
the Bnglilh there, as well as here ; arid becaufe of 
the expence, too great for private perfons, of 
collecting, explaining, and publiftiing thefe frag- 
ments i which, after all, perhaps not fifty people in 
both kingdoms would have curiofity or inclination 
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enough to perufe. This, by the way, is one anfwef 
to all thofe who aik, why none of the learned ia 
Ireland, fkilled in the original Unguage^ have pub- 
lifhed any authentic hiit&rical monuments of theif 
country from their very ancient annals. 

If thefe conje£tures are fufficient to account for 
the filence and ina(iivity of the few of the Irilli 
ftock who are capable of writing hiftory, as I 
think they are, then we cannot be at a lol§ 
for a reafon, why no man' of letters in Ire- 
land, of the Englifli race, hath made any at^ 
. tempt to illuftrate and defend their ancient hiftory. 
But befides what h^th been faid already as ^ 
difcouragement from it, the people of Engliih 
extraction, though their anceftors have been in 
pofleflion of it almoft fix hundred years, yet, by a 
ilrange kind of reafbning, don't look upon Ireland 
as their country j and tl^erefbre pay no niore regar^ 
to its antiquities, than they do thofe of China or 
japan. Other reafons however muft be fought 
for, why none of the Englifti there^ who have 
diftinguilhed themfelves in all other kinds of learn- 
ing, fcould ever yet have attempted to give fuchj 
a general hiftory of Ireland, fince it became an- 
nexed to the crown of England, as is given of every 
other nation and ftate almoft in Europe, 

The fubjeft, it muft be owned, is interefting, 
from its importance, its novelty, the fituation of 
the ifland, and iti^ qonnedlion with a kingdom fo 
powerful and fo flourilhing as this of ours. Eveii 
Jn this period, the reafon which has been given 
in the preceding paragraph will hold goocj, though 
not fo ftrongly : for though to be born themfelves 
in Ireland, and to enjoy eftates and emoluments 
frorn father to fon through feveral generations will 
make it their own country,or one does not know what 
will,yet the inhabitants of the Englifli race at this day 
have their eye and inclination rather fixed on Eng- 
^ • ' * land 
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land as their country ; and there is'reafon to think, 
generally (peaking, that Ireland Ihould be more the 
objeiSl of their love and attention than they are 
pleafed to make it. It is with the utmoft reludlarice, 
becaufe I really wifh not to offend, that I have 
mentioned this as a reafbn, why no care hath been 
taken to give the world fuch a general hiftory of 
their nation under the Englilh government, as 
flioukl be edifying, important, and entertaining : 
and if truth was not Aiperior with me to all other 
confideratioAs, I would fupprels as another reafon, 
that the people of Ireland in general, 'till within 
thcle few years, were the leaft lovers of books, and 
fpcnt the leafl time in reading, of any civilized 
pec^le perhaps under the fun la]. 

But another xeafbn, and probably the molt im- 
portant, is yet behind. Though there are nu-^ 
merous and authentic materials for hiflory during 
this period to be found in Ireland, anlong the rolls 
and journals of parliament, among the a(fts and 
orders of council, among the records of ftate and 
the rolls of chancery, as well as in the public and 
private libraries, yet a much greater number re- 
mained in England ; in the council and iecretaries 
offices, in the Mufeum and the tower, in the Bod - 
leian and Lambeth libraries, and in the cabinets 
of the curious. For a man of letters therefore 
in Ireland, to come over to this country, and to re- 
main in it fb long as to infpeA all thefe materials 
and make extrafts from them— even fuppofing his 
acce& to them to be made ever fb eafy — would 
be a very troublefbme undertaking ; and much 
too expenfive to be engaged in on his own account, 
or for the fhiall price which is paid for litei^iry 
compofitions. 

Whether thefe which I have now affigned are the 

B 4 true 

[a] A letter, which I was honoured with from a late iearn-^ 
td Irifli Prelate, is my authority for this affertion.^ 
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true and only reafons, why no writer pf Ire)an4 
hath hitherto atternpte4 to refci^e it^ hiftory from 
that difgraceful and wretched concjitioA in which 
it lies, I will not take upon me to determine: \ 
muft own that they appear to fne very fu^i^t 
for that purpofe i and die r^der mufl 4II0W that 
they are highly probable. Indeed they apfie^r 
to be fo very fimcient, that upon a review of wbftt 
has been faid, I am not without appreheniion it will 
be thought great prefumption in mcr-r^ ilr^nger 
to the language and country of IreljuiiJ — rto attempt 
the arduous W ork of writing itg geiwal h^ftof y t 
The reader hovyrever k defirccj to fuipend hi^ jud^-r 
pient, 'till he has feeii what i3 to be f^id in juftit 
iication of this attempt, a^ well a$ the fteps takei^ 
for carrying it into executipn With fucpeft. 

It may be remembered th^t I have iai4 akc44y ^ 

the beginning, that upon the llri<5lefl: fearch into the 

hiftory of Ireland, wnich J w^ ^eceffarily obliged 

to make, I had found there was nothing tolerable o| 

that kind extant ; ^hd yet that it aj^p?wed^ worj^ 

which was capable of affording great entertainment 

and niuch knowledge. Iveoby tbefe ohfcrv^tiin* 

to talk over the fubjeft of Jriih hiftory with iev^^l 

of the firft diftinftion in that JCingdwa refideni 

in England, I found them not more concerned a| 

the pitiful obfcure ftate of it, than defiroivs that I 

would write a new general hiftory from the earliei^ 

records of time : nor did tney rail to give mf en? 

couragemdnt, by proniife3 pt their countenanp^t 

and beft affiftance in the nndertaking. . 

From the varjous converfations which I had 
on this fubjeft with men of letters J^nd taft^. 
in my own country, and from the hiftories q£ 
Ireland which had been publiflied here, it app^red 
to me that the people of England of all ranks, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, had either no other knowledge of 
that Kingdom, then that it was an ifland fubjeft to 
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#reat Britain ; or, what is worfe than no knowr 
lecjge, they had got the falfeft notions, and con- 
ceive4 the ftrangefl: contempt and moft groundlefs ^^ 
peju^ices, that ev^r filled the heads, or entered 
itm hearts of one civilized people about another. 
Who would think (hen, if they did not know it, 
that the literary amufement of men o{ politenefs, 
which of: late years has been moft in faihion— * 
and one wonders it fhduld be (b long neglected 
-rrhath been the hiftory of all the countries upon 
the gbbe ? This is a. circumilance which will ob^ 
viate one of the difcouragemrats tQ a work of 
this kind in Ireland abpve^entioned : but it is 
principally taken notice of inrthis place to fliew, 
%ovf very ihameful and abfurd it is to take pains 
to Hnow as much as we can of the hiftory of every 
other nation, and at the {zme time to be utter 
Ibrangers to that whiph belongs to ourfelves, and 
which may not improperly be called our own. 
^his is an evident proof, I think, 5» the fea* 
fonabknefs and the necei&ty of the pi'efent work. 
Befides, tho* the hiftory of Ireland — to ufe the 
words of Lord' BoLiNOBROKE-*-'* will contribute 
extreniely to keep our ininds free from a ridiculous 
partiality in favour of otir own country, and a vici- 
pps prejiMlice a^inft c^ers, yet it will create in us 
fi preference of afFedion towards our own,'* 

Convinced as I wasfiromthefeconiiderationsof the 
truth of wljfat had been faid to me by a perfon of an 
eminent ftation in tlut country, ^ that there was no 
ens point of literature fo much wanted in England 
as a goodlrifh hiftory," the difficulties which attend- 
ed it did not aftirig^t me. I had experienced the 
patience an^ induftry which it requires, to dig 
in the nibbifh' and c^icuriiy of ancient authors^ 
covered wkh the raft of time and involved in 
hbh and tradition : and if any conclufion was 
4Q be ^rawa from the approbation given to my 
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Church Hiftory, by thofe whofe ^probation was a 
fufficient pf oof of the merit of any work, I mi^ 
conclude without arrogance, that I had judgment 
enough to difcern, what is fit to be told, and 
what to be let alone ^ and above all, that I was 
pofTeiTed of candour and impartiality, which it 
can be no vanity to boaft of, becaufe m an hiftorian 
it is the greateft vice to want them. 

Thefe feveral circumflances induced me, I hope 
not unreaibnably, to undertake the general hiftory 
of Ireland : and as foon as I was determined, I 
employ^ a great deal of time and was at much 
expence for fome years, in collecting all the 
Ixxks that had been publiflied, both in Eng- 
land and. in Ireland, which dircftly or indiredUy 
related to this fubjedt. They were all as open 
to me, as to any Iri(h writer; and as much a 
flranger as I was to the language and the country^ 
the fame application would make me mailer of their 
contents, being none of them written in Irifti. My 
lituation, moreover, would give me an advantage 
with regard to the manufcripts, records and col^ 
ledlions here in England; which an hiftorian of 
that nation, without refiding here for a long time, 
could not obtain, nor make ufc of* 

The only obftruftion that itcod in my way^ 
were the manufcript materials in the public offices 
and libraries of Ireland yet untouch^ ; and which 
Tvere all of them as important as they were au- 
thentip. To remove this obftrudtion as well as I 
could, I addrefled a letter to the nobility and gen- 
try of Ireland, pubJiflied twice in the Dublin Jour- 
nal in May 1761, copies of which I font to every 
Irifh Peer in this country — informii^ them of my 
undertaking, and entreating their affiftance in it. 
In particular, I prefumed to make a requeft to the 
publin Society, for all thofe papers that had been 
collected towarfis a general hiftory by Mr.H arris, 
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.of which the Irifti houfe of commons had granted 
money for the purchafe, a few years before. THie 
JDublin Society, the moft re^iftable body of 
inen in that Kingdona, next the Parliament, miany 
pf which are its members, held an extraordinary 
, aboard at the requeft of the Earl of Clakbrassil 
'to confider of that application : at this board it 
was agreed that his Lordfhip (hould be wrpte to^ 
to let me know, ** that as a general hiftory of 
Ireland was much defired by th^t fociety, and they 
could not remit their manufcripts without an order 
pf the houfe of commons, fo if I woi^ld go over 
thither, they would make me a prefent towards 
the expences of my journey, and Ilhould have freg 
,accefs to all the papers in their pofleffion, and every 
pther affiftance which, they could give to my unr 
dertaking :" Qor diq they omit to fuggeft the great 
advantage of fuch i^i expedition, in mrnilhing my- 
felf with all the other piateriak that were to be 
found in Dubljn. ' 

Upon tKis invitation and encquragement, and in 
prder to make the work as complete as poffible — 
notwidiftanding the infirmities of a yery:gouty 
.c(Mi(litution — I went over at the meeting pt their . 
Parliament in fixty-one. The Dublin Society, a$' 
I expelled, kept meir word ; and as the late Mr. 
JEJ ARRIS, in thofe colle^ion9 which they had purr 
chafed, had ccqned all the JSLecords in the ginning- 
ham To^er and the Kolls of Chaijcery neceflary to 
my undertaking, a great deal of time and trouble ^ 
were faved me ip the-purfuit pf them. The Pro* 
voft and Fellows of Trinity College virere fo kind 
as to difpenfe with the ftat^tes that concerne4 their 
manufcripts in my favour ^ an4 to accommodate ipe 
for feveral weeks in the perufal pf them in a very 
unprecedented handfome manner. — - To the prir 
yate thanks which I then gave to thefe two learned 
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bodies, I beg leave to add my publick acknow^ 
ledgments in this place. 

The books Jin the Council Office were a iburce 
of excellent materials for Irifti hiflory, which no one 
before me had ever had recourfe to for that purpofe ; 
and by the polite behaviour of the clerka, and the 
labour • of Dr. Lyon, Prebendary of St. Pa* 
crick's, who had made a general catalogue, and 
an index to every volume, my time for (bme 
weeks was fpent there very agreeably, and my 
trouble greatly leflened. The public library at St. 
Sepulchre's did not abound with manufcripts ufe- 
ful or inriportant to a general hiftory; but foch 
as were th^e I had free accels to. 

The kind and courteous treatment of die Mar- 
quis of Kildare ; the free and condefcending man- 
ner in .which the Lord Vifcount Jocelyn was 
pleafed to honour me with his information and his 
papers •, the zeal and fricndftiip of the good Bilhop 
of Waterford in. every inftance where they 
could be of ufe ; the petite and good-natured re- 
ception and advice ^ the Spcp:er of the Irifli 
Houfe of Commons -, — the civility of the Earl of 
Chesterfield, here at home, in accommodating 
me with fome books which I could not otherwife 
procure ; the alacrity and kindneft with which the 
Earl of Bess BOROUGH encouraged the undertak- 
ing ; the Angular generofity of the Lord Vifcount 
, FiTZ WILLI AM •, and the many friendly affiftances 
of the LordVifcount Mi d d l e ton ; thefe all defervc 
the beft and moffc public acknowledgments in ray 
power to make : and I. hope that the private friends 
which I found at DuHiii, though their names are 
not mentioned, will not think themfelvfis flirted 
nor their favours forgot. What other obligations 
|n the progrefs of this undertaking I may have 
to the great and learned, both in that country 
and in this, it (hall be my care particularly to men^ 
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tion : and when I confider that the beft regulated and 
politeft ftateS) have always looked upon works of 
this kind as worthy 6f their encouragement, and that 
anciently fuch encouragement was more confpicuous 
in Ireland than any where elfe, I am not without 
hopes, that in the prefent a^ of knowledge and 
improvement in that country, the hiftory which 
I fliall deliver, will be thought worthy ot the at- 
tention of the whole Irifti nation, as well as of this 
in which I write. It would be cruel that its im- 
partiality ftiould give ofEaice to either. 

Having laid bdFore th^ reader, in a manner v6id 
of all artifice, the ieveral reafons which induced 
me to attempt this arduous undertdcing, and the" 
fleps which have beeti taken for executing it with 
(uccefs, it is neceflary that I (hould iay fbmething 
now particularly of this voliHne ; which contain* 
the Introduction, and the whole ancient Hiftory, 
from the earlieft accounts of time, to the diflblutioii 
of the monarchy at the j^nglifli conqufeft. Of the 
IntrodudkicMi^ I (hall only fay> that, imperfect as it 
nfiay be^ it has coft me more pains th^i can be well 
conceived : it may be called not . improperly a 
political mi^ of Irtel^d in its ancient and prefent 
ftate J aild if I had comjHled it only from the 
books^ even of modern compofition, which re-^ 
bte to that country, withotit gbing over thithei** 
myfelf^ it would not orAy have been very- defec- 
tive, but niany erroneous accounts mud have 
been sdle given, which ha^e been co^ed, a^d 
ftiU coiitinue to be cejxed^ froiii ofie writer by 
attethcr, to ^ pirefeM time. It may be faid of 
k, I betieV@, notv^ that it is sft leaft free from eritir. 
It hai& bfeeni fubn&ittied t6 the }ftf^6^i<m of feveral of 
tlie ne&iltty and gebttf of dllat kitlgddfi^ Wh^ zp^ 
j^yobiHion it hnOi b^b^ Hc^<)lire4 with ; andihookl 

any 




xiv PREFACE; 

any errors ftill remain, they arc not committed with' 
a defign to mifinform or miQead the reader. 

With regard to the feveral periods of the antient 
hiftory^ comprehended in this volume, if the primae- 
val accounts of Ireland are found to be buried in the 
iame obfcurity and confufion with thofe of other 
countries, it is no more than might be cxpe6t- 
cd. Their probable, if not their certain accounts^ 
however, are to be carried higher than thofe of 
moft other nations in Europe, or than we in England 
. chufe to allow j as it is evidently proved, I think, in 
the following work, to which I refer. A great 
diftindlion, no doubt, is to be made, in all the 
•ancient hiltorical monuments of the northern nations, 
between the accounts they give oi their antiquities, 
before the tynes in which they became cultivated, 
and received the ufe of letters, and the accounts 
they give of their hiftory, fince the Period when 
letters were received amongfl them* 

Accordingly, the reader will find little ftrefs 
laid on the uncertainty of tradition, in the times 
prior to thofe in which they had the ufe of letters : 
and even after that period, if we are obliged to ftrip 
off a great deal of fable from the materials which 
have been handed down, this is no more than what 
mud be done with all other ancient profane hiftory 
•in the world. The circumftance to be moft la- 
mented with regard to the old Irilh hiftory, is, that 
the Danes, in their frequent ravages and invafion^ 
of Ireland, during the ninth and. tenth centuries, 
burnt all the books and nK)numents of antiquity 
that fell in their wj^; and that what they h^ 
fpared, or which were aftemards compiled, ^ftit 
to wreck when the Englifh took polfeffion of the 
Ifland, and 4n the many wars which they had for 
above two hundred years with the natives. Inftead 
therefore of wondering at the want there is now," 
and for fome ages hath been, of antient hiftories 
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amdngft the Irifli, it is rather to be wonderied at 
that they haVe any manuferipts or records at all 
remaining. 

It mufl be owned, indeed, that a notion hath 
JJrevailed araongft them of late, from the report 
of a Danifli gentletnan/ that their manuferipts and 
records were not all deftroyed^ but that a great 
collection in the Irifh language and character was 
now to be found in the library of the King of Den- 
mark. This report, I perceived, when I was at 
Dublin, had ♦made a great impreffion u jx)n many of 
the learned Irifli ; who, confidering that the Danes 
received Chriftianity, and of oourfe fome tafte for 
letters in the tenth century, entertained great hopes 
of an acquifition to their antient hiftory from thefe 
manuferipts. 

Though from the manners of the northern na- 
tions, during their piratical wars with Ireland, 
even after they became Chriftians, I doubted much, 
if they took any pains to preferve the monuments 
of hiftory in the Irifli archives, yet that I might 
leave no meafures untried, to procure materials 
fo authentic — if any fuch there were — I entreated 
his Grace the Duke of Newcastle, who very 
obligingly complied with my requeft, to recommend 
an enquiry after them to Mr. Titlky, the Britifli 
envoy at that court. On Mr Ti t le y' s application 
tp his Danifli Majefly, orders were iffued for a 
fearch into atf parts of the library, the archives 
and the cabinets of the literati, but without efFeft ; 
as the reader will fee from Baron Bernstorff's 
letter below, which I was favoured with from Mr. 
Tit LEY [a]. This letter will obviate any further 
• hopes 

[a] Monfieur, & Copchhague, le i d' Avrll, 1 762. 

Oeft a- regret que jc fuis oblige de yous marquer, que 
xnsilgr^ ho$ recherches il ne s^eft trouve^ ni dans les ar* 
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hopes or expeAations from that quarter : and the 
publick may reft aflured, that the Danes carried 
none of the Irifti manufcripts out of the ifland, but 
deftroyed them all upon the ipot ^ as before this 
report, /had always been fuppofed. Some further 
lights however, mi^t be tmown upon the antiefit 
hiftoryii if I had fucceeded in another applica*^ 
tion that I made for a manufcript of SiouL^ 
LI us, a Spanifli Biihop, and a native of Ire^ 
land in the eighth century.; which had been in 
the hands of Sir John Hi o oiks, Phyfician to 
Philip V. But a recovery of this work was 
found impradticable. N6r was I more Aiccefsfiil 
in many repeated attenipts to procure the papera 
relating to that period of the late Dr. Raymond, 
mentioned in the Introdudtion. Why they were 
withheld from me,* againft die confent of bis fon*s 
widow, and his grandfony his le^ heirs and re^ 
prefentatives, is beft known toMr Ekraoht, a 
clergyman in the county of Cairlow, to whom I ant 
informed they had been lent. 

After what has been faid of the deftruftioa 
of the antient hiftories and records by tlie Daxie» 
and Englifh, the reader will certainly be ready 
to alk, upon what authority then it is that any 
antient hiftory, prior to thdfe invafions, hath been 
V ' founded 

chives du Roi^ ni parmi les m^nafcripts de fa bibllothe* 
que, ni dans aucon autre cabinet de nos Scavants, des 
pieces qui euflent rapport a Uhiftorre ancienne cflrfaBde, 
ou qui puflent fervir a I'ouvrage que Ic Dr. Warner 
fe propofe de publier. Sa Majeft^ en eft tres fiacb^e, tt 
j'ole dire, que je le fuis auffi. . ^ . . 

Je fouhaite etre plus heureux dans un autre occafion, 
& je vou, prie d'etre toujours tres perfuad^ de l*em- 
prefiement avec lequel j'ai V honneur d?etre, 

Monfieur,* 
A Monfieur Titlcy, Envoy6 Votre tres hurable et 
Extraordinaire de S. M, Bri- tres obciffiint ferviteur, 
taanique pr^s du Roi. BERNSTORFF. 
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fourldcd and given. As puzzlmg a queftion as this 
iftay be thought, it is eafily to be anfwered, and an- 
(wered with trQth. The records of all bublic tran- 
fadions, from the beetnning of the Milehan iiionar- 
dtyjhad been carefully handed down by tradition, and 
in the fbnnets of their bards : thefe were afterwards 
made fo nluch the' concern of the ftate in Ireland^ 
when their Parliament was eftabliflied, and fo many 
copies were tranfcribed and preferved in their puli- 
lic regiftries, that fuch a great number of hiftorical 
monunients were not again to be found perhaps in 
any other nation. The care of hiftory was one of 
the firft cares of the government ; and from the 
larger works in the archives, now loft, and loft for 
ever, portable extrafits were made, which were 
(hort, and therefor^ eafily copied and circulated^ 
ai^ well as eafily preferved through all revolutions. 

Of fuch materials as thefe, the fragments that now 
remain, the annals, and poetical compofitions prm- 
cipally cohfift. Tlie greateft part of thefe have 
been tranflated and publiftied by KEAfiNd, 
O Flaherty, Ware, Lynch, or Mr. O Con- 
nor ; and they are the chief authorities which 
have been confulted in compiling the ancient hif- 
tory ; as the reader will fee in the margin dt 
the beginning of every book [^]. Very early 
indeed, in my fearch after materials for this un-^ 
dertaking, I found and purchafed a large hif 
torical manufcript of that period 5 wrote evidently 
by a native of Ireland, who underftood the lan- 
guage, and who had had the infpeftion ofnidl of 
the fragments mentioned by thofe writo^. But 
from fuch fhort records as thefe, the charafters 
of the principal perfons who figured on the pub- 
lic ftage, and the latent fprings of adion, which 

Vol. I. C are 

[^] The authorities in the Ninth Book, being the fame 
as thofe in the Eighth, are, on that account, omitted. 
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are the foul of hiftory, muft not be looked for : 
they are only to be coUeded from the genius of 
the times, the ruling manners, and fome ftriking 
circumftances, which afford a glimmering light 
through the darknefs that furrounds them. Amidft 
a barrennefs of fuch fafts as beft reward the la- 
bours of an hiftorian, it is hoped that the reader, 
will be fo candid as not to expe(St any great en- 
tertainment or inftruftion. If I have feparated 
truth from fable, omitted all impertinent trifles, 
and avoided the credulity^ and partiality of other 
writers of this period ; if I have dwelled principally 
upon thofe events, which are interefting to man- 
. kind in every age of the world ; and if th« 
fads are ranged and connefted with a tolerable 
precifion, as well as enlivened with thofe reflexions 
which anfwer the nobleft end of hifl:ory ; in 
fhort, if I make the beft ufe of the matter I 
have, it is all that can reafonably be expedted 
here : for the bufinefs of an hiftorian is not to 
create matter, but to illuftrate what he meets 
with, ^nd to relate it truly ; and if it exhibits 
little more than a Pidure of the outrages and 
diftrefles of mankind, it is not his fault, but 
? the fault of the times and people of which he 

writes. 

Of the manner in which I have acquitted my- 
felf in the feveral particulars above-mentioned, 
• none of my readers however can fornci a judg- 
ment, but fuch as have perufed the works al- 
ready publifhed of this period : and it will be 
very unjuft that I fliould be condemned by 
other readers, for not giving them better mat- 
ter, when better matter was not to be had. 
But yet broken, defeftive, and dry as the mat- 
ter is, the antient hiftory of Ireland given in thefe 
vc^lumes, which may properly enough be called, the 
hiftory of the abufe of liberty, is fo edifying 

and 
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and important to a free people, as that few ftib- 
jefts merit their attention more, and fcarcely 
any can afford inftrudtions of greater political 
ufe. Were there no other circumftance attend- 
ing it, than the continued infelicity of that king- 
dom, through a period of two thoufand years, 
which is now the chief member of the Britifh 
Empire, it would juftly excite the curiofity of 
every perfon converfent in letters. 

But there is a further circumftance to recom- 
mend this ancient hiftory to our attention ; which 
is the great light it throws on the primaeval ac-* 
counts of Scotland, that hath given us Kings 
for an hundred and fifty years paft, and is now 
united and in fubjeftion to the crown-of England. 
Were it not for the antient records pr^ferved 
in Ireland, the whole firft period of the Scottilh 
hiftory would be blank; or quire enveloped in 
ignorance and barbarifin. Accordingly the Scotch 
hiftorians, for want of being acquainted with the 
language and writings of their mother country, 
have many of them given a fabulous, and the 
beft of them a very imperfect and obfcure ac- 
count of their origin and antiquity. Should this 
volume therefore afford the reader no other in- 
ftrudlion, it will (hew him that Ireland was the 
parent country of the Scotch ; it will trace 
out the royal line of the fovereigns of Great . 
Britain in its defcent from the Irifh monarchs ; 
it will give him an idea of the real origin, lan- 
guage, learning, and firft conftitution of govern- 
ment of thofe northern people ; it will fet the 
honour ajid power of their antient nobility in 
their p/pper light ; and, in ftiort, it wilt refcue 
their /erhote antiquities, from that obfcurity and 
oblivion in which fome of their own writers 
have involved them. As to thofe who are aC- 
fuming or weak enough to infift on the hif^ 
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torical truth of d jjoetical romance, lately picked 
up in fragments no body knows where, nor how 
preferved and handed down, in oppofition to the 
whole tenour of the beft.hiftories of their own 
country, as Well as thofe of Ireland, they merit 
no confutation. Upon the whole, need any thing 
further to be fuggcfted, in order to convince the 
reader, that this anticnt part of the Irilh hiftory, 
is edifying to Britons and a proper objedl of their 
attention ? I think verily there does not. 

But before I conclude, it may be neceflary 
to obferve, that there is fome difficulty in un- 
derftanding the high antiquities of the Irifti na- 
tion, from the very different manner; in which 
the names of Monarchs, Princes and Jylaces, are 
fpelled and written by different authors. Thefe 
names originally were Celtic ; and growing in- 
to difufe in procefe of time with the generality* 
the modern writers have fo altered fbme of 
then! from their original and from their ortho- 
graphy by other writers, as to occafion great 
confufion, and even to make it difficult to know* 
that they are the fame as what we meet with 
in their ancient chronicles, and other modern 
ccfmpofitrohs. Thus for inftance, the royal pa- 
lace of their monarchs, which in all their an- 
nals and records is called Teamor, by different 
authors hath been ftyled Thamor, Teamhra, Te- 
mora, arid moft generally, though moft corruptly^ 
Tara. Even OTlaherty himfelf, to inftance 
in no other word, hath ktiniz'd A6nghus Ui too 
arbitrary a . manner, by converting it into iEneas, 
inftead of Angus ; which would preferve thfe 
root and at the lame time not found amift. 

In this, and many other difficulties that I haVfe 
met with, I bad recourfe to Mr. O CoNNOjt, 
the ingenious author of the differtations men- 
titMied above ; to whom I defire to make a 

public 
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public acknowledgement for the grejit trairt>ie 
that I hJive given him. His adviqe upon this 
occafion, wsus tQ write the names as near tfee 
pronunciation of ^hem a$ poifiWe, confiftemly 
with the neceflity of preferving fpme radical 
letters. Thiis he cpnfeffcis would render the 
fcund in fome places a little uncouth ; a? an 
Engliih r^^f would not know, which letters 
were to be pronounced, and which Ito he fup- 
prefled : and yet a licence of another kind would 
deftroy all etymology, without mending the mat- 
ter, except to an Englifli ear. But there is no 
pi;eventing inconveniences on this head, till fome 
common ftandard is fixed for avoiding the miftake 
to which the fpelling of exotic names is mb- 
jeft. However, as a little help to the reader, 
let him remember that the letter C in Irifti is 
always pronounced K ; that the letters B H and 
M H are the fame as V ; that G H founds like 
W ; and where two or more vowels are put 
together, that feldom more than one is pronounced. 

After all I am extremely fenfible, that I have 
engaged in a very painful arduous undertaking: 
and notwithftanding the beft endeavours are 
ufed, to which zeal, application, and a ftrong de- 
fire to pleafe, could urge me, yet there is 
great reafon to befpeak the candour and kind 
indulgence of the reader. The more he knows 
4)f *>tbe difli(9juljie^ ^bich fuch a performance muft 
be attenided with, the more ready he will be 
to pafs by its defefts. He will acknowledge 
particularly, that in (o long a work, and where 
limilar events occur fo often, it is extremely 
difficult, if not impoffible, to vary the form of 
expreffion always, and to prevent its becoming 
tirefome or difgufting by repetition. 

Btt whatever may be th^ fate of this hiftory, 
there are a few things which I (hall beg leave to 
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fay, and infill upon, in its defence ; that there 
is nothing related in it but upon good authority 
as far as the fubjed would admit of it, and 
faithfully reported ; nothing argued for with a 
partial affection to one country, or with a pre- 
judice againft the other ; and nothing contained 
in any part of it, which deviates from the true 
and nobteft end of hiftory, the perfuading mankind 
to wifdom^ liberty, and religion. 
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IT is a maxim ai^ong Philofophers, that it is im- 
poflible for us to ijjiow things well,imlefs we know 
them in their beginnings ; and tho' we are not 
literally to adopt this maxjm when we treat of 
nations and copntries, becaule pf the impoflibility 
of finding rpaterials which are authentic in their 
earlieft ages, yet the nearer we are abk to ap- 
proach to their originals, our curiofity is better 
gratified, arid the hiftory is more complete. But 
whether we can trace a nation to a very hjgh an- 
tvjuity or pot, it feems neceflary to give a full 
and circupiftantial defcription of it, from the time 
that it can be known, beifore we attempt to re- 
late its l^ftory. It feem/s neceflary to give an 
account of its name and origin^ its climate and 
fituation, its laws and cuftom§, government and 
religioi}, in order to enable the reader to un- 
derftand the tranfa6lion3 which are recorded. If 
it ihpiilcl be thought, as perhaps it may, that I 
nave tieen too prolix and minute in thefe par- 
ticulars concerning Ireland, I can only fay in my 
juftification, that it is a fault which hath arifen 
from the other e^trenie ; from obferving that 
the introduftions to all the general hiflories which I 
have feen, are much too fuperficial ; and that we are 
pot made enough acquainted with the people, the 
ftate of the country, and their civil and religious con- 
ftitution, to underftand all their hiftory as we read 
it. We travel through it too much like ftrangers ; 
jand our thoughts are taken up in finding out the 
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meaning of what we read, inftead of making pro- 
per reflections on it. The writers feem toluppofe^ 
that becaufe they have a thorow knowledge of 
their fubjedt themfelves, their readers have fo 
likewife. And indeed for the inhabitants of a 
country, fuch a flight introdudlion as hath been 
mentioned may be fufficient. But if it is an his- 
tory intended for the ufe of Foreigners — and we 
are fiich with regard to Ireland — it is furely very 
requiflte to be more circumftantial and minute. 
However not to take up any more time in this 
difquifition, which is a matter of mere opinion, 
I mall proceed to give the beft accounts diat I 
caii meet with, of the feveral particulars which 
appear neceflary to introduce an niftory of Ireland 
from the beginning. 
Name. There is not a greater difference among the HiC- 

— torians about any thing relating to this ifland 

MfT. than about its name. It is vjery certain that it hath 
HoLLiN been called and known in ancient times by many 
Ware, different names, not at all rcfembling esLch other in 
U. Hift. found or fignification ; and this variety of names, I 
apprehend, arifes from its having been traded with 
by feveral nations, who have denominated it, in 
their own language, from its fituation with re- 
fpedt to them — as we have done riie Eaft 
and the Wefli-Indies — and not from any ap- 
pellations which the inhabitants gave it them- 
felves. Eut as it hath been diftinguifhed in rfiefe 
latter agies, by no other names than Ireland, Scotia, 
and Hiberni^, I (hall not trouble the reader with 
the others, nor with ]the ftrange conjeftures frorn 
whence they arje faid to have been derived. Aniongft 
thofc who pretend to account for the ijiaipe Hi- 
bernia, there ^e fcarceiy' tyro who ajgree together. 
The author of the antient Manufcript m ray pof- 
feflion which I have mentioned in the preface, 
fays, that the fons of Milesius who invaded 
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the ifland gave it this name, either from the 
river Iberius in Spain From whence they came, 
or from Heber one of their brethren : tho' he 
acknowledges that a* very ancient Irilh Hiftorian 
affirms, that it is derived from a Greek com- 
pound word which fignifies the Weftern Ifland. 
But there is too little fimilarity in the found to 
warrant this conjedture. 

Other Hiftorians fuppofe that foreigners finding 
this Ifland an odd end of the world, moift and 
foggy, took it at fir ft for a. cold country, and 
therefore named it Hibemia, in order \ to exprefs 
the winter land. But as a very fliort experience 
would di(prove this fuppofition, fo the ' narrte thus 
given to it would fcarcely have been continued, 
even by thofe who might firft impofe it. Recourfe 
muft be had therefore to other conjedlures for 
a reafon of the name Hibernia. It is no improbable 
fuppofition, which is adopted by many antient 
authors, that the Spaniards, whofe country when 
they invaded this ifland was called Hiberia, 
gave it a name refembling that of their own, 
and added the letter n for diftindion fake. The 
great Antiquary of Ireland fliall fpeak of this arti- 
cle in his own words : " Hibemia — as it is called 
by CiESAR, Pliny &c. — the moft remote 
country of all Europe Weftward, is derived either 
from the word Hiar, which among the Irifti 
fignifies the Weft, as Camdek conjedures, or 
from the Iberians who heretofore inhabited 
here : firom whence poflibly the Ifland itfelf in 
Antokinus's Itinerary is called Hiberione, and in 
St. Pa'^rick's epiftle twice by that name,atid once 
Hiberia. — Nor ou^t we to omit the opinion of 
BoCHART, whoconje^res from the name that 
Ireland was not unknown to the Phenicians, a peo- 
ple fiamous for their navigation into the remoteft 
parts. The name, &ys be, plainly feems Phemr 
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cian i for Hibernia, by fome called lerne, is no 
more than Ibernae, or the fur theft habitation ; be- 
caufe beyond Ireland Weftward the ancients knew 
nothing but the vaft ocean. But to fpeak my 
fenfe in the matter, araongft all the conjedtures 
of the word Hibernia, none feems fo fatisfadtory 
as the opinion of Isidore and others, who de- 
duce it from Iberia ; bpth becaufe of the co- 
lonies of Iberians once feated there, and alfo 
for the affinity pf the name*." 

Our antiquary Sammes is of opinion, " that 
it took the name of Hibernia from the lerne 
of the Ph^iicians, becaufe in the uttermoft 
coaft of Spain weftward, is a promontary cal- 
led by St r a bo, lerne ; fo that when Spain was the 
uttermoft bounds of the knowledge of the Phenici- 
ans, it was called lerne, but when thefe iflands 
wer-e difcovered, then Ireland took the name as 
being the uttermoft." If it would not be thought 
impertinent to offer my conjefture on fo intricate 
a fubjeft, after fo many learned antiquarians, I 
fhould ,fuggeft, that as Iberia figriified in the an- 
tient Celtic, which will appear to have been the 
original of this people, any country or place that 
was fit ua ted over or on the other fide of a fea or 
river, fo thefe might naturally be called Iberians^ 
on account of their fi^iiation with refped to GauL 
or Germany, by thof^ who lived there and traffick- 
ed with them : and then the corruption afterwards 
to Hiberniang, to diftinguifti them from the Spa- 
niards, is eafily enough accounted for. For we 
Ihall find, fays Sammes, ''that the name by 
which all nations are known to the worlds differs 
much from thofe names which they have 
given themfelves, and by which too they dif- 
linguifh one another. But the major part of the 
world, which is foreign to every particular king- 
dom, prevails in the denomination ; and there- 
fore 
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fore it happens, that thofe kingdoms themfelves 
{o denominated, are obliged to conform to the 
appellations given them by the major part." 

The name of Scotia, fays my Manufcript, was 
given to this ifland by the fons of Mile si us, 
either after their mother Scot a, or elfe, which 
is much more probable, becaufe they were them- 
felves of the pofterity of the Scaits, or Scots, 
in Sc3rthia ; which in the Celtic fi^ifies reft- 
lefe wanderers. The folution of Sir R. Cox's 
is almoft too ridiculous to be mentioned ; " that 
the Irifti being a mixt people by the time they 
were called Scotia, they might have that name 
as fignifying a heap; implying that as a heap 
confifted of many grains, fo the inhabitants of 
Ireland were compounded of many nations." The 
other opinion is fupported by the beft hiftorians 5 
and they are particularly* quoted and enumerated 
by Wai^e. But it does not feem neceflary to 
enlarge any further upon it here, than that it 
appears from the concurrent teftimony of all an- 
tient authors, that Ireland was called Scotia and 
its inhabitants iScots, before that part of Britain 
now called Scotland had that name : and from 
thefe genuine Scots of Ireland, the Albanian Scots 
who peopled North Britain had their original. 
The Scottifh hiftorians will not allow this, I 
know : but every man who has fearched into 
the antiquities of both nations, muft be very 
blind, or very partial, not to fee it. 

It is owned very ingenuoufly by Mr. Innes, 
in his " critical cftay on the ancient inhabitants 
of North Britain", which I (hall have occafioa 
often to mention in the fequel. But in contra- 
didion to .all the Irifh writers ani hiftorians, 
he endeavours to prove " that the ancient Scots 
of Ireland, were not the Milefians or the colony 
from Spain, who are faid to have p'"X)pled that 
ifland a thou&ad year;s before the chriftian Mra ; 
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but a new foreign race who foon after that acra 
came to IrelancT as conquerors, and rendered 
tHemfelves nmftera of it, in the fame manner as the 
Franks came in afterwards 6n the Gauls. Attvong 
other rec^ns' to fupport his opinion, he feys, " that 
the name of Scots was never heard of in Ireland, or 
indeed at all, 'till the third or fourth age after 
Chri s T ; and that they are ever after rtientioned as 
inhabitants of Ireland arid of the North of Britain. 
Laurence archbifliop of Canterbury in the be- 
ginning of the feventh ^e, is the firft that he finds 
who gives to Ireland the nannie of Scotia, in his let* 
ter to thebiftiop and clergy of that kingdom ; and 
from thenceforth it is called for fixne ages Hiber- 
nia, or Scotia indifferently, as fynonymous names 
^ for the old and new inhabitants ; 'till at laft it quite 
; loft the name of Scotia, which toUowed the 
Scots into Britain, and was by degrees wholly 
approjMriated to the kingdom of the Scots in the 
North of that ifland. He allows that the name 
of Scots is originally the fameas that rf the Scyths ; 
and fays that Nennius in the ninth century ufes 
promifcuoufly the names of Scythae and Scoti 
for the fame people. But what is moft rertiarkabie, 
the Britons in their ancieilt tongue, as Cami>en 
obferves, call both the nations of Scyths and 
Scots by the fame name y*Scot. Tnis deno- 
mination, he fays, gave a natural occafion to the 
Romans^ then in poffeflion of the South of Britain, 
to latinize the name of thefe new enemies of 
the empire, and call them Scoti : and thus the 
origin of the name is not from the Scots themfelves 
nor from the Iriih, in whofe ancient language 
it was never in vSc^ but a fore^ denomination 
given than by the BritoniS^ from their being ori- 
ginally Scyths, or from refembling them by 
their habit, arms, and cuftoms*". — ^It is not 
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my bufinefe in this wcwk to enter into a difcufllort 
of this criticifin, which the author has fupported, 
it muft be owned, with many ingenious argu- 
ments thro* a chapter of thirty p^es. But he 
hath himfelf, in my opinion, furnilhed us with , 
a fa<St that will overthrow it all* For if the Irifh 
never came over in any nundbers and invaded 
the Britons 'till the third century — ^which it feems , 
was the firft appearance of the name rf Scots in \ 
hiftory— ^and if the origin of this name was not 
from themfelves, but given them by the Britons 
on their firft comings becattfe of their refemblance 1 
to the Scyths in their atms and habit, or as 
being the fame fort of ^eftlefs wanderers, then 
there is no occafion for aU this refinement of cri- 
ticifm, in oppk>fition to the whde feries of an 
ancient Irifh Hiftory, in order to Ihew, that the 
name of Scots being nevea- heard of "till the third 
century, they could not be the Milefians who had 
pecked Ireland 'fo jrtany ygars -before, but a fo- 
reigji t^dony who had cdilqutii^ it.fi>on after 
the incarnaticftn. For notwithftanding all tjiis ar-^ 
gunaent^ that faft remains ftill juft as did before. 

As to the name <rf Ireland, Sir W. Templk 
is of opinion, that it iis derived from the river 
feme in this ifltod, whence the Saxons ftiled it 
Jrenland, and by abbreviation Ireland, to diftinguiflt' 
it from Scotland; as they ^ere both anciently 
called Scotiat, and fahabited by the fame fort of 
people. But it is to be obferved, that this name 
was given to it before the Saxom had any footing 
in thefe iflands; and therefore this conjefture. 
can have no foundation. The fnanufcript in my 
pofleffion gives the derivation of this namcf fronv 
Ire <Mie ofthe Milcfian chiefs | tihe truth of which, 
it fays, is more apparent, bdcaufe the book of 
Ardma^ records, ** that th€ name of this ifland 
£gnified Iub's grave, it bebg the grave of Irb 
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one of the foris of Milesius, who was the firft 
man of that colony who was interred upon the 
ifland." If this tradition is to be credited, it mull 
be allowed to be the mcA probable fuppofition 
with regard to this name of any that are to be 
met with. But why Ihould it not acquire the name 
of Iron-land- -and fo from thence Ireland — from 
the great number of mines of that kind of ore 
with which it abounded ? In fliort amidft fuch 
numerous and widely differing conje<5tures upon 
a point fo extremely remote, it is impoiHble to 
determine with any precilion which is true. We 
muft be content to take all fuch things as we find 
them ; and if we lay no greater ftrete upon them 
than they deferve, it is not very material whether 
we can be exadt in our account or not. Let this 
fufiice then as to the name. 
Situation This ifland which is furrounded by the British 

'— Ocean, and feated further to the Weft than any 

Bo ATE. other ifland in Europe, is iq>arated from Eng- 
land lying eailward to it about forty leagues in the 
4videft, an4 twenty in the .nan?oweft part : it hath 
Scotland on the Nprth Eaft at the diflance of 
ten leagues ; at the South Eaft it hath France at 
the dilbtnce of eighty-fix ; and the neareft part 
<^f Sj^ife in the bay of Bifcay may be reckoned about 
^n hui>di:cd and fifty. The Sea which is inclofed 
between the counties of Cumberland and Lan- 
calhire Qp the Englilh coaft--and comprizeth in 
the middle of it the ifle of Mann — over againft 
which are the counties of Dublin, Louth, and 
'Down, on the borders of Ireland, is nearly every 
whesf <^ ^^ equal breadth. But Wales, ap- 
ptro^cbes nearer in two or three places j and in 
ibme as near again. For Holy-head which is 
in Anglefea, and the moft Weftern corner of 
North Wales, is but twenty leagues from Dublin, 
r^juft, half the diftance to Liverpool and Chefter, 
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—which with a fair wind is not more than eight 
or ten hours feil. In the moft Northern part of 
the ifland, oppofite to which is Scotland, the Sea is 
fo very narrow, that the (hire of Galloway is 
not above five leagues diftant from the county of 
Down ; and further to the North it is yet lefs, 
and may be paffed in open boats in three or 
four hours. 

The extent of this ifland, which, next to Great ^ ^^ 

Britain, is the largeft perhaps in Europe, from I 

North to South is near three hundred Englifli, pexty. 
and a little more than two hundred Irifli miles : 
and from Eaft to Weft, in the broadeft part, it 
is about an hundred and fifty of the former, 
and fomethingf more than an hundred of the latter. 
Allowing for. the windings of the coaft, it is in 
compafs about feven hundred Irifti miles, and 
eight hundred and fifty Englifli, and may 
therefore be computed to be nearly half as big 
as Great Britain* It is feid to contain above ten 
millions of acres of land, in the Irifti reckoning, 
which is near feventeen millions of Englifti acres: 
Ofthefe, the j\ighways, rivers, bogs, loughs, lakes, 
and fhrubs, are thought to take up about a million 
five hundred ; of very co^rfe land, commonly cal- 
led unprofitable, anothe;* million five hundred ; 
and confequently of good meadow arable and 
pafture there remain feven millions five hftidred 
acres. Of thefe in the year fixteen hundred 
and feventy-two, the Englifli, the Proteftant Irifli 
and the Church, were poffefled of five millions 
one hundred and forty thoufand ; and the Irifli 
catholicks of near half as much. Since that time 
there has been a confiderable decreafe of their 
property which has gone over to the other fide, 
^nd it continues ftill to decreafe every day. 
The inhabitants were then faid to be -about 
eleven hundred thoufand ^ which by .the ordi-^ 
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nary courfe of generation aUowance being 

made for the eSeAs of War, and epidemical 
difeafes will at the lowed c(Mnputation in ninety 
years become almoft two millions : and by. com- 
paring this number with the extent ot territory, 
even if we (hould admit it to be more than two 
millions now, as ibme fay they are, it will appear 
evidently that Ireland is ftill under peopled. This 
is one of the misfortunes, and not one of the leaft, 
which that fine country labours under : For it is 
people that make land and the produce of it valua- 
ble i and without them, the moft fertile grounds in 
Ireland would be as ufeleis as the wide waftes of 
America. Until this misfortune can be remedied, 
it is expedient that all hands they have (hould 
. be employed ; not in feeding droves of cattle^ but 
by tillage, arts, and manufactures, made to do 
ais much work, as double the nunibcr would do 
under Ids care and manageniieilt : And were 
the common people once made warm and thriving 
by their induftry, they might better ^re. their 
gentry than they can do now; they would be 
enabled in time to iave immenfe fums to Great 
Britain, which ihe now pays to her rivafs for 
fail^bth and linen, and be a perpetual addition 
to her ridies by a moderate encreafe of thfe riches 
of Ireland. It is our intereft therefiM* to prevent 
as mdbh as pcrfHble a drain of peopJe from that 
country. 
Diviiion. Xhiere have been many divifions fortfierly tnsAt 
TTZ of this ifland, according to the <M hiftorians. 
Bo ATE. ^y ^^^ feveral petty Kings and chiefs who have had 
Ware, poff^ffioj^ of it. But as all tlhefe accounts ttt'e uo*^ 
Bolton certain, and fame of them probaWy may be fa* 
Camd. .buldus, I ftiall trouble the reader with none but 
Anonym, thofe which now fubfift. Ireland then is divi- 
ded into four provinces ; Ulfter, Lcinfter, Con- 
nai^t, and Munfter : and ihefe are fubdividcd 
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into thirty-two counties, two hundred and fixty 
baronies, and two diouiand two hundred and ninety 
three pariflies ; which are all geometrically fet 
out without aboliihing the ancient denoniinations 
and divifions abovementioned. But they are be- 
ooroe fo very unequal, that fome are twenty 
times as big as others. The county of Cork, 
for inftance, in refpedt of people and parifhes 
ieems to be an eighth, if not a tenth, of the whole 
kingdom } and other counties not above the twen- 
r tietn part of the county of Cork. 

The province of Ulftcr takes in the Northern 
part of the iiland, extending itfelf to the Sea both 
on the Eaft and Weft •, the rorm of which is nearly 
round, and the circumference about four hundred 
and twenty miles. It takes in the counties of Don- 
negal ot T yrconncl, Antrim, Fermanagh, Derry, 
and Down, all of them bordering on the ocean ; 
and Cavan, Monaghan, Ardmagh, and Tyrone, 
within the land. In this province, the chief city of 
which is Londonderry, there are fix Bifliops fets^ 
befides the primacy. — ^Raphoe, Derry, Down^ 
Clo^r, Dromore, and Kilniore, — ten market 
towns, twenty-nine boroughs which fend members 
to parliament, and three hundred and fixty-five 
parifhes. This province is particularly well wa-« 
tered, and was anciently well wooded, which can- 
not be faid now of any part of Ireland ; but the 
fertile meadows, the hanging hills, and the fpa^ 
jCious plains fit for tillage or pafture, make it de* 
lighful to the travellor as well as fruitful to itsf 
inhabitants. However what renders this province 
fuperior to the reft of the ifland, i$ the great linen 
manufadture which is carried on in it^ which 
^reads over it a face of induftry and conunerce 
unknown at prefect in the other parts of Ireland. 

The province of Leinfter has the Sea only 
on the Eaftern fide of it, and comprehends the 
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counties of Dublin, Wicklo\v, Louth, Meath,and 
Wexford, on the coaft ; Catherlough or Carlow 
which has a little corner extending to the Sea, 
and Weftmeath, Kildare, Kilkenny, King's coun-r 
ty. Queen's county, and Longford, entirely with-: 
in the land* The form of this province is almoft 
triangular, and the fides are not much unequal. 
The Eaftern coaft along the Sea fhore is near 
eighty miles, and the circuinference about two 
hpndred and feventy. The chief city of this pro? 
yince is Dublin, the capital of the kingdom ; be*!? 
fides which it contains fifteen market towns and 
fifty-three boroughs. It is made up of twelve 
counties, in which are the fees of the Archbilhop 
of Dublin and four Biihbps, — Meath, Kildare, 
Femes and Oflbry, — and eight hundred and 
fifty-eight pariflies. This whole province is fertile 
in cattle, and fifli ; and might be fo in corn, if 
the inhabitants would give that attention to agricul- 
ture which they ought; tp do, and not content 
themfelves with the low and delpicable occupation 
pf being little better than drovers and butchers 
for wifer nations. The inhabitants approach the 
neareft to the Englilh manners and difpofitions 
of any part of Ireland, becaufe they are for the 
moft part' defcended of them, and this province 
is fuller and better inhabited than the others, having 
above ten thoufand hpufes more in it than Ulfter 
the beft inhabited of the reft. 

The province of Conaught has the Sea only 
on the Weftern fide ; and contains the counties of 
Mayo, Galway, Sligo, bordering on the Ocean, 
and Rofcommon and Leitrim inland counties. 
The form of it is long, and towards the North 
and South ends thin and narrow ; but tovi^ards 
, the middle gets bigger and bi^er, and its cir- 
cumferehce is about four hundred miles. The 
principal town of this province is Galwj^y ; and 
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indeed it has but fix others in it, being the moft un- 
cultivated and defolate of them all. It has the fee 
of an Archbifliop and three other Bilhops, — • 
Tuam, Clonfert, Elphin, and Killala, — and ten , 
boroughs which ftnd members to parliament ; 
and contains in it but three hundred and thirty 
parifhes. But even this country is replenifhed 
with corn and cattle, and has many advantages 
which might be much encreafed by its bays and 
navigable rivers with which it abounds. 

The province of Munfter which takes in the 
Southern part of the ifland, extending itfelf like 
Ulfter to the Eaft and Weft, comprehends the 
counties of Limerick and Tipperary within the 
land ; and Clare, Kerry, Waterford, and Cork, 
all waflied by the Sea, but ftretching themfelves 
a great way into the Country. The form of 
this province is nearly four fquare, and the whole 
circuit by following the promontories and inlets is 
about four hundred and fifty miles. The prin- 
cipal city of this province is Cork, which hath 
of late years exceeded Limerick and Waterford 
anciently both beyond it. It hath only four other 
market towns befides thefe, twenty-fix boroughs 
which return members to Parliament, arid feven 
hundred and forty parilhes. It contains the fee 
of an Archbilhop and five other Bilhops : — Calhel, 
Waterford, Cork, Cloyn, Limerick, and Killalloe 
— and though it abounds with wild and folitary 
mountains, yet the vallies between are beautified 
with excellent pafture lands; which would be as 
pleafing to the eye, and much more profitable to 
the inhabitants, if many of them were turned to 
tillage ; that the common people — which would 
yet be the leaft advantage — might be fed with 
bread, as well as with potatoes and milk. The . 
reader will fee firom this account, that the four 
provinces taken together make up a kingdom ap- 
pendant 
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pendant to Great Britain, which for the fizc of 
it abounds as much with every thing that is 
neceflary for profit or for pleafure as any country 
under Heaven. It mull be owrned indeed that 
Providence, and what with great abfurdity we 
call Nature, hath been very -bountiful to this ifland : 
and if it is not cultivated and improved fo much 
as it may, and ought to be, we know where the 
fault muft lie. To thefe four provinces many 
antient hiftorians add a fifth, called Meath ; which 
was a part cut oJfF from each province, exempt 
from all taxes, law, and contributbns, and in- 
dependant of all but the Monarchs of Ireland, 
in which a royal Palace was built, and which was 
to ferve as the revenue or demefne lands of the 
crown. The old writers and records mention 
this divifion to have been made as early as by 
fome of the Belgians ; of whom notice will be 
taken in the hiftory, as one of the firft colonies 
that got footing in this ifland. But Meath being a 
part of Leinfter, and the reafon for that feparation 
having long fince ceafed and gone out of rememT 
brance, it is now always included in that Eaftern 
province. 

There is yet however another divifion of this 
ifland neceffary to be mentioned, in order to en- 
able the reader to underftand its hiftory; which 
is that of the Endifli Pale, and the lands of 
the ancient Irifli. The former comprehends only 
four counties ; Louth in the province of Ulfter j 
and Dublin, Meath, and Kildare in that of Leinfter. 
The occafion of this will be beft explained, when 
we come to treat of the war in Ireland after the 
conqueft. At prefent however its neceflary the 
reader fliould be informed, that tho' the Englifti 
had made themfelves mafters of the whole ifland, 
or, to fpeak with more precifion, tho' the Irifli had 
|ubmitted themfelves to the Englifti government, 
yet our countrymen foon quarrelling among thcm- 
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fclves about the loaves and fiflies, and ibme of 
them degenerating into the barbarous fafliion of the 
•ancient Irilh and joinbg with them, the Englifli at 
laft became (o weakened and overpowered, that no- 
thing remained to them of the whole ifland worth re- 
^rding but the great cities and counties aboyemen- 
tioned : to which the name of the Pale was given, 
hecaufe the government and authority of the Eng- 
lifli kings and plantations, which at nrft had been 
fubmitted to over the whole country, were then 
reduced to ib ftr^ a ccHiipafs, and as it were 
impaled within it. All the reft of the ifland re- 
mained under many petty dominions, poflefled by 
the Irifli Lords and great men, who paid little 
or no obedience to the government of England j 
but, on the contrary, fome or other of them 
were almoft continually giving difturbance to 
the adminiftration, which fliut them out from 
any fliare of the tranfedtions in it j and the re- 
du(£tion of than was never brought to any per-r 
feftion, till the reign of queen Elizabeth, nor 
finally 'tilljAMEs I. 

In this Englifli pale ftood Dublin, the metropoli3 
of the ifland, and the royal city j where the coun- 
cil of ftate, the parliament, and the courts of 
judicature are held. The fituation of this city, 
which is neatly built, and very populous, is particular- 
ly pleafant and wholefom ; living hills on the fouth^ 
.plains on the weft, the Sea near it on the eaft, 
and the river LifFey, which was anciently, no 
doubt,, its bounds on the north, running now 
almoft through the middle of it, and affording 
keys for the loading and unloading merchandize 
all along its banks, which are waited in, to a 
great extent ; and which afford ftreets for air 
and pleafure, as well as for the great convenioace 
of their traffick. The King's caftle, in wWch 
refides the governor, or Lord Lieutenant, is built 
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upon a rifing ground on the fouth fide of the city ; 
and anciently was fortified with ditches and towers, 
of which there are litde or no remains. It is a 
very noble edifice, elegantly finiflied, and ex- 
tremely well adapted to the purpofes ot a royal 
palace. Adjoining to the caftle-yard are the 
treafury and the arfenal for military (lores ; and 
on one fide of it, are the Secretaries of States, 
the Council, and the war offices. In this city, 
befides eighteen parifli churches and two cha- 
pels, are two cathedrals of great antiquity ; 
one dedicated to St. Patrick, and built at 
feveral times, wherein are a Dean who is eleftive 
by the Chapter, two Archdeacons, and two and 
twenty prebendaries. There is alfo another, and 
more ancient cathedral, commonly called Chrift 
Church : the great dignities of which, except 
one, are in the gift of the Crown, and the Prebends 
in the Dean and Chapter. To this church, the 
Lord Lieutenant, or Lord Juftices in his abfence, 
and the Houfe of Lords, go in (late upon great 
^ holidays : on Sundays they go to the chapel in 
the caftle, where the Chaplains of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant perform the duty in rotation ; The firft 
Chaplain always officiating as Dean in the com- 
munion fervice. But as though it wks out of mei« 
perverfenefs, and in contradidlion to the humour 
which in antient time prevailed univerfally over 
the ifland, of having mufic upon all occafions, 
there is but one choir in the whole kingdom, which 
ferves for Chrift Church and St. Patrick's ; and all 
the other cathedrals are mere parifh' churches. We 
read in ancient time of many academies or univer- 
fities in thU country ; but in thefe latter ages, 
the only place of education in the fciences is the 
iiniverfity in this city, and firft founded in the 
year thirteen hundred and twenty. , It made but 
little figure however till Queen Elizabeth 
- * built 
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built the college where it now (lands, and en- 
dowed it with privileges and revenues ; which 
were afterwards enlarged by James I. But as 
learning encreafed with the eftablifhment of the- 
Englifh government, the buildings (bon becanie 
too fmall : and the Irifh Houfe of Commons 
addrefling King William upon the fubjedt^ 
he gave three thoufand pounds to enlarge it. This 
was however not fufBcient to bring it to fuch a 
ftate as the caufe of learning merited ; and by rnany 
grants and (donations fince, to the amount perhaps 

of thirty or forty thoufand ■ I (peak upon con- 

Jefture — - it is now become a fuperb and ele^nt 
ilrudlure, that far exceeds any thing of the kind 
in England : and indeed I never faw a public 
building, except Greenwich hofpital, the mag- 
nificence of which can be compared with it. The 
original conditution of this college hath been 
changed ; and a new fet of ftatutes were drawn 
up by Archbifhop Laud, in the reign of 
Ch a r le s I. It confifts at prefent of a Provod no- 
nunated by the Crown, feven fenior Fellows, thir- 
teen juniors, and feventy Scholars of the Houfe, 
Af^ho have fqme maintenance on the foundation : 
and the number of Students at an average is about 
live hundred. ProfeflTorfhips have been erefted 
lately for divinity, and common, and civil law, 
as well as Greek, and Phy(ic ; to which may be 
added, Lefturers in divinity^ in hi(]:ory, oratory, 
natural philofophy, botany, chemifltry, and ana- 
tomy. It i§ therefore no wonder, that from 
an univerfity thus endowed and accomn;iodated, 
ancl in which excellent rules for ftudy and edur 
cation are very ftridly and impartially obferve4, fo 
many men ot Learning and abilities Ihould have 
proceeded, and done it honour. 

The city of Waterfori4 is a port of great trade 
jn the province of Munfter j being fituated on 

the 
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the river Sure ; and— for its fidelity to the Eng^ifh 
in former times — was endowed with many ample 
privileges. It is faid to have been firft built by 
fbme Norwegian pirates ; who though they pitch- 
ed upon one of the moftH>arren parts, and 
in the moft foggy air of ^11 the country, yet being 
a very fafe and commodious fituation for fliips 
and commerce, it foon grew into a port of great 
wealth and power. Becaufe though it (lands fe- 
ven or eight miles from the fca, yet the harbour 
is fo deep that (hips of great burden may fail up 
to and ride at anchor before the key ; which is faid 
to be the handfomeft in the King's dominions: 
and for the convenience of conveying commodities 
in fmaller veffels to fevcral towns in the adjacent 
counties by two navigable rivers near it, there is no 
place in Ireland, except Cork and Limerick^ 
which can be compared with it. This is the 
neareft and mofl convenient port of any to corre- 
ipond with Briftol,and all the towns of traffic on the 
Severn, by a due Wefterly wind without any 
variation. 

The city of Limerick in the fame province, 
being fomething larger than Waterford^ and the 
third city in the kingdom, is fituated on an ifland 
furrounded by the river Shannon, and in ancient 
times was a very fttong fortification. It is diftant 
from the ocean about nxteen leagues, but fliips of 
burden can come up clofe to the very walls. 
Though becaufe of a cataraft in the river a little 
above the town — which will be mentioned in 
another place — a land carriage for eight or nine 
miles is neteffary, yet beyond that, loaded veflels 
of a tolerable burden may pais upon the river 
to many parts of the country at the diftancc dF 
eighty miles. In the tinae of Lord Sm afford*s 
adminiftration, it was propofed to remedy this 
inconvenience of the cataraft, by turning the courfe 

of 
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of the Shannon through a large bog on the Eaft- 
ward adjoining to it. But the unhappy troubles 
which foon enfued in that kingdom, overthrew 
this, and many other noble defigns of a public 
nature that had been formed for the honour and 
emolument of the people of Ireland. A work of 
this kind however has fince that been under con- 
iideration ; fo as to make the Shannon navigable 
from the key of Limerick to Carickdrunmilk 
in the county of Leitrim; and full powers were 
given by an adit of George I. to four perfons 
therein named, and their affigns, to proceed upon 
this projeft. But whether through inability or 
want of courage, or from what other caufe I do not 
know, but nothing was ever attempted to execute 
the adt. The commiffioners of the inland na- 
vigation have now entered upon a prqjeft not only 
to make the Shannon navigable, but by canals 
and fluiccs to give it a communication with fome 
Other rivers of tfe kii^dom ; and the Houfe of Com- 
mons ijranted a confidorable fum for that purpofe.* 
In confequence of this, a mile of canal hath been cut 
through a morais of 40 feet and an hill of 30 feet 
in tdepth ; which by a large fingle lock of wrought 
marble haA compleated a navigation of three miles 
near Limerick. Five locks more fince that have 
been erefted on the Shannon, and thereby opened 
an uninterrupted navigation of fixty miles in length ^ 
and as confiderablc fums are given in every 
^ fcffioh of Parliament towards works of t^ kind^ 
we may expeft that in time the Shannon wffll 
be made navi^afWe through its whole extent. The 
tity rf Limmck 4s ridi ^nd populous., and could 
it once avail itfelf of riiis noble river, on which 
h fls^nds, by a navigation, both the city and 
l!he xxMizttrjr rotind it vroxAd feon fee! the effedVs 
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in the encreafe of its trade and riches. It will 
be ever famous to pofterity, on account of the 
fieges it endured towards the clofe of the lad 
century ; when it was obliged to furrender to 
■King William, and complete the peace of Ire- 
land. 

The city of Cork in the fame province of Munftery 
founded by the Danes, is almoft furrounded by the 
river Lee : which about ten miles below it dis- 
charges itfelf into the ocean, and renders it fo 
confiderable a port for commerce as to become 
the fecond city of the kingdom^. Indeed if the 
Parliament and the courts of juftice were not held 
at Dublin, it would foon give place to Cork for 
wealth and traffic j which, as it is, may become 
its rival. It is fo much improved and enlarged 
with elegant buildings, and with draining the 
marfties, within twenty or thirty years paft, as 
to be a very different place from what it has 
been defcribed by very modern writers. It is >¥ith- 
iDut difpute the capital of the largeft, richeft, belt 
inhabited country, if we except Dublin, of any in, 
Ireland, and the principal thorowfareof all commodi- 
ties from England to the trading towns in the pro- 
vince of Conaught. The moft diftinguiftied of 
thefe is Galway, whpfe buildings are uniform and 
' of great extent. One would think however that it 
was formerly much more confiderable than it is at 
prefent, from the ftory of a foreign merchant 
enquiring of an Irifhman in what part of Galway 
Ireland lay ;- imagining Galway to be the ifland, 
and the latter only a noted tov^xi in it. . It is not to 
be fuppofed but that in fuch a country as this, fix 
fertile and fo finely fituated, there are many other 
places of great .ftrength and comrnerce : but thefe 
are all that are confiderable encjugh to be mentioned 
here, as what will often occur in the enfviing 
Kiftory. 

I muft 


I NTRO D U C T I O N. 21 

1 muft now turn to give an account of the 
ecclefiaftical divifion of this ifland, which, like 
the civil, was made into four provinces and was 
confirmed in eleven hundred fifty-two by Pope 
Eu GENIUS III. who fent the fom palls of Archbi- 
fliops by his Legate John Papi^us* . We are told 
bypLATTESBURY, " that the Legate holding a full 
and honourable council at Meath, where were pre- 
fent the Biftiops, Abbots, Kings, Dukes, and Elders 
of Ireland, there, by the apoftolick authority, with 
the advice of the Cardinals, and theconfent of the 
Bifliops, Abbots and others met together, the four 
Archbifliopricks were conftituted in Ireland." The 
primacy in reverence of Patricius — fince always 
called St. Patrick— was given to the Archbiftiop 
^f Ardmaugh, ^yho has the title of Primate of all Ire- 
^d. The Archbiftiop of Dublin, who has the title 
of Primate of Irdand,is confequently the next in rank ; 
and the other Palls were placed at Caftiell and Tuam. 
Thefe Pallsj about which (o much noife was made 
at the court of Rome, and in the Englifti church, 
in the eighth qenitury, I have fhewn in another work 
[^,] were nothing more than a fort of ornament 
of whitefilk and lamb's wool, of a particular faftiion 
appropriated to Metropolitans : but when the Popes 
had learnt to rrtake ufe ot if as an artifice to encreafe ^ 
their wealth and .power, it was intended to denote 
the fuperior jurifdiftion of Archbifliops. Thus 
Usher,: himfelf the Primate of Ireland, tells us, 
^^that there had been fundry Archbiftiops in that 
land, between St Patrick and Malachias, 
j[>ut not one of them/ could be named that ever 
fought to Rom,e for a pall : and that Bernard, 
who wafi canpnifed §5r:«a faint, informs us, that 
froii^ the very beginning to hisi time the metro- 
political fee of Ardmaugh wanted the ufe of the 
Pall i ^ and yet, according to him, they exercifed 
much greater authority before than ever they 
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did afterwards ; for they not only confecrcited 
Bifhops, but erected alio hew Bifliopricks and 
Archbilhopricks too foinetime% according as they 
thought fitting [c]" 

In the fynod abovementioned, a certain number 
of fuffragan Bi(hops were allotted to each of the 
archbilhops. Under Ardmagh were fubje6ted the 
bifhopricks of Down and Connor, fince united ;; 
Louth, funk now into the dioceses of Afdmagh 
and Clogher ; Cloilard, Kells, and Dulec, united 
under the title of Meath ; and Rathlurc, annexed 
fince to Derry ; but in this diftribution there Mrere 
not the fees ot Dromore and Ki Iniore, which have 
fince been added. So that in this province, where 
originally were ten bifhopricks, there are now 
, only fix befides the primacy. To the Archbi- 
flioprick of Dublin, were aUotted the fees of Glen- 
daloch, fince annexed to it ; Leighlin and Fernes^ 
fince united \ Kildare and Oflbry : but anciently 
Fernes . itfelf was an archbiftioprick in the tlrne^ 
which Usher mentions above, as I have (een 
under his own hand in a MS. in the coBe^ 
library. In the province of Caihd, were d«ftribut<xi 
the bifhopricks of Killaloe, Kili&pora now ^rnitecl 
to it, and Inifcathy and Rofecrae^ fince funk iato jt \ 
Limerick, to which Ardfert and Aghadoe are 
now annexed ; Emiy, added to the archbiftiopiifefc % 
Waterford and Lifmore, fince united ; Cloyn, Aftd 
Cork and Rofs, fince united. So that inftead of 
twelve, which was the ancient diftribution, there 
are now <Mily fix dioccfes lA that province. Under 
the Archbifhop of Tuom, wert the fees of May^, 
and Arda^ — formerly tinited toKihtiore — annexe^ 
now both to the archbifboprick ; KiHaki and 
AchcMiry, fince united; Rofcommon fince tranf- 
ferred to Elphin ; Clonmacfc, annexed fince, uncfef 
the title of Kilmore, to the province of Ardnwigh^ 

Cl6nfert 

\c\ Uflier's Religion of the anc. Irifli, p. $8, 59. 


I Kr T ii d D li c T I o R 23 

Clonferti and Kihnacduagh, (ince united: In the 
four provinces are now only eighteen bifllopricks, 
under the four Archbifliops, which at the fynod 
were thirty-four : and in the early ages of the in- 
fant church of Ireland^ there were many more, an- 
nexed at that time to thefe which have been men- 
tioned,, and which were for the moft part feated in 
fmall villages* Nay it is faid in a manufcript hiftory 
of Nennius's quoted by Uftier, that at the be- 
ginning St; Patrick founded here three hundred 
and fixty-£ve churches, and ordabed as many 
Bifhops, befides three thoufand Prelbyters. In 
proeefe of time the number of Bilhops was daily . 
multiplied, according to the pleafure of the Metro- 
jKjIitan V and not only fo far as that every church 
almoft had a Bifhop, which Bernard complains 
of, but alfo in fome towns or cities there were or- 
dained more than one** But as by the confoiidationa 
abovementbned, and the improvements made iit 
the country^ the revenues of all of them are now 
become very confiderablc, for which little duty 
is to be done— -there not being three -and twenty 
biuidred parifties amongft two and twenty diocefans 
— there will probably be no more alterations of this* 
kind to the end of the world. 

Though the climate of Ireland is fomewhat Climated 

northerly, being above fifty-five degrees of latitude, '~z 

yet the air is very temperate, and perhaps much ^"• 
lefe fubjedt to violent frofts and fevere cold than ^^^*- 
any other land lying in the fame heighth of latitude. 
The cold weather begins early towards the latter 
end of September, continuing generally for five 
Of fix mbnths : during which time it is neceffary 
to have fires, as is the cafe in England. There are 
commonly three or four flight frofts in a winter,' 
but they feldom* laft IcMiger than a few days. 
As the cold is moderate in the winter, fo 
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the heat in fummer is. very tolerable, and vctf 
feldom fo intenfe as to be troublefome. In the 
fpring of the year, it is ordinarily fair weather 
for five or fix weeks at a time, with clear fun-ftiine 
all day long ; but this being over, it rains almoft 
all the fummer, there being ibarce a whole week, 
or even three days together, without it. In the 
latter end of autumn, the weather is ufually fair 
again for fome weeks though not fo long as in 
the fpring, and then the rains fet in during all 

■ the winter, though not. for many days toge- 
ther ; and 1 can fpeak from experience 

not with that violence, or^ for whole days together, 
as we often have in England. In general it is 
obferved, that the rains fall more in the day than 
in the night time, and when it rains for three or 
four days fucceffively, the intervening nights are 
clear and fair. As a proof of my own oblervatiou 
whiifti was there, that it feldom or never rains 
with that violence, nor fo long together, as it 
often does in England, we hear of no great floods 
carrying away bridges, filling peoples houfes, 
covering the roads and meadows, interrupting 
their commerce, and drowning men and horfes. 

The caufe of fo much wet weather in Ireland has 
been accounted for in this manner ; that the weftern 
winds meeting with no lands on this fide of America 
to break their force, they waft hither the vapours 
of an immenfe oc€an : and thefe condenfing in 
their progrefs, not only obfcure the fky, but from 
the nature .of reft and fufpenfion defcend in fuch 
conftant rains. Were this ifland as free from too 
many wet days, as it is from too many cold ones — 

' for I queftion if there is more rain in the whole 
than in England — it would be one of the plea- 
fantefl countries in the world : as*it is certainly one 
of the mofl temperate. There is great probability 
however that this inconvenience will be in a great 
meafure leiTened every day, as it hath been already 

in 
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in ibme degree, by taking care to drain more of the 
wet and boggy lands which abound too much 
in it ftill ; and which increafe, if they do not occa- 
fion, this prodigious frequency of wet weather. 

But Ireland is not only fubjedl to much rain, but, 
like England, alfo to dark and cloudy air, in win- 
ter time efpecially, for feveral dajrs together even 
when it is quite dry. This is not to be underftood 
of mifts and fogs, from which it is as much exempt 
as other countries, particularly in thq plains. There 
are two forts of them however ; one quite filling 
the air, and if it afcends foreboding rain, if it de- 
fcends promifing fair weather ; and the other like 
flakes of foggy vapours, fcattered up and down 
with clear fpaces between, flying to and fro with 
the wind, and oftentimes ending jn a general mifl:. 
As the frofl:s are but flight and ftiort, fo there is 
fcldom any fnow, and many years none at all, in 
the plains and valleys efpecially ; neither is it often 
that the Irifli are troubled with hail, never of any 
great fize as we have, nor for a long continuance. 
This ifland is perhaps as little fubjeft to lightening, 
and confequehtly to thunder, as any country in the 
world ; there being many years in which there is . 
none at all: -and in thofe fummers in which they 
happen it is feldom more than once or twice, and 
then the lightening is faint, and the noife of the thun- 
der fo weak, that no body is terrified, • nor any)da- 
mage done to man or beaft. It is with windy wea- 
ther in Ireland generally as it is with rain, there be- 
ing more windy days perhaps than in moft other 
countries : and yet it is much tq be quefl:ioned, 
whether their ftorms are fo violent, and laft fo many 
day together, as we find thofe in England. 

* But notwithftanding the wet and the windy wea- 
ther to which Ireland is obnoxious, yet it is a healthy 
country to live in j there being as few fick, and as 
many j^ed People to be met with, as in any of its 
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neighbouring climates. Indeed there are feveral dip- 
eafes common to other countries, which are extreme- 
ly rare, if not altogether unknown in Ireland. The 
fcurvy for inftance, an evilfo generally complained of 
in all other northern nations bordering on the fea, ne- 
ver infefted the Irifh, or at moft in a fmall degree, 'till 
within this laft century. Even the Englift^, who have 
carried thither what there is of it, wear it almoft 
cut in the next generation : and yet here it prevails 
to fuch a degree, as there is fcarcely a conftitution 
which is not tainted with it. The dyfentery, the 
flux, and blindnefs among the loweft people — ow- 
ing probably to the Imokinefe of their cabins which 
are without chimnies — are the difeafes to which 
Ireland may be faid to be moft peculiarly fubjedl : 
but with care and good management, the two 
former are feldom dangerous vpr very ttoublefome. 
Whatever are their difeafes, it is certain that 
the common people trouble themfelves but little 
about phyfic: and whilft our papers are croud- 
ed with quack advertifcments which cheat the peo- 
ple out of their mioney and their health, to the dis- 
grace of the nation, not a fingle empyrick is to be 
heard of in the Irilh papers, nor any medicines ad- 
vertifed, but a very few from England : a piece of 
wifdorn which we are yet to learn, and. which we 
ought by fome means or other to miake national 

According to the report of all hiftory and tradi- 
tion, nothing venomous is brought forth or can be 
nouriflied and live in Ireland : but whether this, is 
owing to the air or the foil, I do not find that na- 
tur'alifts are agreed. The old hiftortans indeed en- 
tertain their readers with many ftrange accounts of 
experiments that have been made of the foveretgn 
virtue of this ifland in deftroying vcncMfnous crea-^ 
tures ; and they carry it fo far as to fay, not only 
that the] fmell of the land wiU kill themv. but that 
water, in which the fcrapings of books from Ire- 
land 
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land had been fteeped, had cured the (tings of ad* 
ders. Our venerable Be de himfelf relates this very 
gravely : fcut many of the ancient Irifli attribute 
this virtue, not to the climate nor the foil, but to 
the prayers of St. Patrick who converted the 
ifland. Nay Ke a t i n g goes further than this, and 
tells us, that it is in confcquence of a prophecy which 
Moses made to a Scythian Prince, that wherever 
his pofterity ftiould inhabit, the country ihould not 
be infefted with poifonous creatures. But be all 
this as fabulous as it may, it is impoifible to read 
the account above which is indubitably true, of the 
plea(ant, healthy, and temperate climate of Ireland, 
without being aftonifhed at its remaining fo many 
ages as it did, in the depth of barbarifm and igno 
ranee, uncultivated and unimproved. 

The country is naturally very fruitful, and feems « ,. 
by the foil to have always been fo ;- though by the ' 

great floth of the mere Irifli, and fome other caufes Bo ate. 
coroperating with it, it has not had the cultivation Smith. 
which it defervcs- Indeed that expreffion is too fa- Anonym, 
vourable ; for^ to fey the truth, it has fcarcely had 
any cultivation at all. The lands of this ifland, 
like moft other countries, are of various kinds and 
fafliion ; fuch as hilly, champian, mountainous, 
and level. The mountainous parts in general are 
not very high nor fteep, but large in circumference, 
and cafy of afcent ; the foil of which is for the moft 
part very fertile both for arable and pafture. Others 
however there are of confiderable heighth and di- 
menfions ; the groiuid of which is lean and flony, 
which ferve only for pafture of ftieep, and in feveral 
places wet and moorifli. The fruitful foil of this coup- 
try is in fome places a blackifli earth, in others fand and 
clay mixed, or earth and fand, and earth and gravel : 
but tJie chalky ground and the red earth, which 
^reboth fo plentiful in many parts of England, are 
nbt to be found here. The places whofe ground is 
bare are neither large nor frequently to be met widi ; 
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but thofe which are over-run with fuperfluous moif- 
ture are common throughout the ifland ; not only 
on the mountains-^which generally confift of no- 
thing elfe^— but alfo in the hilly quarters and plains, 
extending fome miles in length and breadth in ma- 
ny places. 
Bogs. Though freland is famous, Or rather infamous, 

r among ftrangers for the many bogs with which it 

Bro^^ abounds, which are neither pleafurable nor whole- 
Anonym. ^^ » ^^d though they produce nothing for the 
food of man or beaft, yet they are not to be reckon^ 
ed in the number of unprofitable or ufelefs circum-r 
fiances ; but upon the whole perhaps, as things 
ftand ajt prefent, they are neceffary in fome d^ree. 
For in the parts diftant from the fea, where wood 
as well as coals are wanting, thefe bogs afford a 
turf which yields fweet and agreeable fuel ; and 
when chark'd, it is faid to be the fweeteil and befk 
of all There are three or four different forts of 
bogs ;. fome dry and grafly, others watry, muddy, 
and haffocky, and they are not of an equal depth. 
. The former fort, like the fens in Lincolnfhire, look 
fair and pleafent, are fo dry in the fummer that they 
may be paflTed without danger, and are full of fweet 
and good grafs, on which cattle of all kinds are dipaf^ 
tured. But the deepeft bogs of this fortare impaffa-r 
ble in furrimer as well as winter ; though they have a 
few firm and narrow paths in particular places, 
through which by thofe who know them, they may 
be crofi'ed from the one fide to the other : and this 
hath given the name of Irifh bog-trotters to thofe 
who are trained up in it from their infancy. In 
running along thefe paths, the bogs will tremble 
a great way round, which are therefore called quar 
king bogs, and if of a fmall compafs, only quag- 
mires. There have been inflances of fome of thefe 
^ bogs that were of large extent which have moved 

their places, overrunning the ground beneath them, 
and moving upon its furface. But thefe have been 

occafioned 
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pccaficmed by a more than ordinary concourfe of 
waters, and the land adjoining, to which they re- ^ 
moved, being confiderably lower than the bogs. The 
watry bogs are likewife clothed with grafs, but ''the 
water doos not fink into them as in the former, 
but they both yield for the moftpart very good tuxf 
for firing ; and therefore are neceflary, ^ as I faid, in 
many parts of Ireland. It muft be owned too like- 
wife they have their inconveniences 5 becaufc they 
keep people at a diftapce from one another, and 
confequently hinder and perplex them in their af- 
fiiirs. Moreover they are a great deftruftion to 
cattle, the chief commodity of this country : for 
in the fpring of the year, when they are weak and ! 
hungry and the grafs is fcarce, they venture on the 
edges of the bogs where it grows, and fo very often 
fall into pits and floughs, and are either dangerouf- 
ly hurt in getting out, or perilh irrecoverably. 
The natives, or mere Irilb, had an advantage for- 
merly frorn the multitude of thefe bogs, befides 
that of fuel ; which was that it made their country 
difficult, if not to ftrangers almoft impoffible of ac- 
cefs. This not only prevented their conqueft for 
fome ages, but the fewer ftrangers came tp them 
the eafier they lived themfelves. There were then 
no inns, nor houfes' of entertainment for travellers, 
but every houfe that 4 man found he m^e his inn ; 
and he faid no more when he came to, it but a 
How d'ye, and putting off his brogues, fate down to 
the fire with the. fame familiarity as one of the fa- 
mily. 

There is a very obvious improvement, and a very 
eafy one, to be made of many of thefe bogs in the 
fame manner as it is pradtifed with great fuccefs in 
Norway -, where, we are told by Biftiop Pok top- 
pi don, they raife hillocks in them for the growing 
Naper turneps. The fame ej^periment has beea 
made on fuch lands in England, and with the fame 
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•advantage. Therein no occafion of draining the 
bog for this lervice ; and the expence of throwing 
up the hillocks, which are but two foot high, is 
very trifling. The*common Englilh turnep will fuc- 
peed in this way, though not fo well as the Norway 
fort. But the Naper feed may be had from thence in 
any quantity almoft as cheap as the Englifli : and I 
flatter myfelf, that I have already been the means of 
introducing this improvement of thofe wild unculti'- 
vaited waflies, by explaining it to a gentleman when I 
was in Ireland, and — ^as I could get none of the Na- 
per — by fending him fome of the propereil Englilh 
ieed fince ; which he promifed to try upon his boggy 
iand. It is not to be doubted but that the places on 
which all the bogs have grown, were formerly firm 
grounds ; fmce it is found that, at the bottom of 
all fuch bogs as have yex been dug or drained, 
there have been pieces of ttmb^ and roots of trees, 
upon which the marks of the hatchet and even of 
fire ranain unto this day ; neither is their original 
fo far back in time as is . generally thought, a to:: 
; ^ • bacco pipe having been found in one of them above 
, ,\( ^ '^' i' ten Toot deep. 

I ■ jS^' It is to no purpofe here to trace thefe bogjs to 
their original, as fome of their writers have done 
with great clearnefe and ingenuity 5 but it is to a 
very good purpofe to obferve, that as the fame 
caufes generally produce the fame efFeifts, fo the 
obfl:rudtions in their rivers which are daily increaf' 
ing, and thenegledl of making drains in their moift 
grounds, mufl: every year add to the waters already 
contained in the pores of the earth, and fo encreafe 
. their bogs. It is very ufeful to obferve further, that 
as thefe nuifances have been principally occafioned 
by the obfl:ru(flions in the rivers, fo clearing the 
channels, and removing the fatid-banks, mill-races, 
and weirs, mufl: in a Ihort time not only remedy 
the prefent evil, but prevent alfo the growth or the 
increare of others in time to come. The complaint 
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of the^vil of thefe bogs and morafles is very juft 
and very .general ; and is therefore an objeft that is 
worthy of the wifdom and attention of the legiflature. 
It is certainly worth their while to confider, whether 
it would not be an evident advantage to the king-^ 
donij if the Papifts, who are now interdicted by 
law from any durable property, were admitted to 
one in thefe wilds ; — where at prefent no man can 
he faid to have any property, or where the owner 
himfelf will riot attempt it, — on the condition of 
their reclaiming them in fuch a number of years i 
Whether the redu(Stion of unprofitable mountainsand 
yaft morafles would not meliorate the air, and help 
to people and beautify tha country ; and whe* 
)ther a durable property in fuch lands, which now re- 
turn no advantage and are a national nufanc^ but 
which by culture would adorn and enrich this coun- Loughs. 

fry, could be fo hurtful even in Popifli hands as in • 

their prefent ftate, are queftions which are necefla- ^^^te. 
ry for the cool confideration of an Irifh parliament : Anonym ' 
^nd there never was a period perhaps, in which Smith, 
their deliberations on the public welfare could be 
more ably and fuccefefully alfifted than they may he 
at prefeiit. 

Befides the bogs, there are many lakes or loughs 
in Ireland which deferve fome defer iption ; every 
one of which fends forth one or more brooks, be- * 
ing all of them very deep, and well ilored with fife. 
Thofe which are fituated in a dale or valley, and 
furrounded wholly or in part with fome litde hills-^ 
which is the cafe of moft of them~are very de- 
lightful to the eye, and afford an agreeable ficuati-? 
on on their horders for country houfes. Many of 
them have one or more little iflands in the middle 
very commodbus for fifhing or fhooting ; Some 
pf jvhich, it is faid, but whether truly or not I 
do not know, float about as the violence of dne 
wind diredfc them. The water of many of the 
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greater loughs, through the mixture of the fea which 
Iflows in apevery tide, is fait or very brackifli : and 
fuch properly fpeaking might be called arms or in- 
lets of the {6a^ to which the inhabitants have given 
the name of lakes or loughs ; for they are feveral 
^ miles in compals even the leaft of them, and the 
largefl look like a fea itfclf ' Very few of the 
iflands in thefe loughs are either planted or inhabi- 
ted ; but as moft of them are covered with good 
grafs they ferve for pafture to ftieep and other cat- 
tle. Some few houfes there were in them formerly, 
to which thofe who loved quiet, privacy, and ftudy, 
and others who were fond of rural (ports or garden- 
ing, ufed to retire. In (hort, there are more lakes 
or loughs of every kind in this ifland than any other 
country, it may be, of the feme extent in the world -, 
and. they abound more in the provinces of Conaught ' 
and Ulfter than in any other part of the kingdom. 
It muft be owned that it does not fall within the de- 
fign of this work to give a defcription of any of 
thefe ; and yet it would be almoft ujipardonable not 
to mention Lough Lene, or thelakeof Killarney, in 
the county of Kerry, on account of the many fingular 
beauties it contains. On 6ne fide of this lake, which 
is about fix Englifti miles in^ length, and near half as 
much broad at a medium, is a range of mountains 
whofe tiinunit is generally loft in the clouds, and 
whofe fides down to the verge of the water are beau- 
tifully clothed with groves of various kinds of trees. 
An infinite number of iflands of feveral kinds adorn 
this lake ; moft of which, as well as the mountains 
on* the fide of it, are covered with the Arbutus, 
commonly called the ftrawberry-tree, whofe ver- 
dure is blended witli fcarlet fruit at one time, and 
bloffoms like little pearls at another. The trunks 
of thefe trees are frequently four feet and a half in 
circumference, and nine or ten yards in height. 
But is faid that they cut them down as ;he chief mel 

to 
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to melt and refine the filver and lead ore difco- 
vered in a peninfula in this lake, and a great" de- 
ftruAion was made oF it by an accidental fire. On 
the other fide of the lake, oppofite to the ftupen- 
dous mountains above mentioned, is a level and 
beautiful country, with the town of Killarney, and 
the habitations and improvements of feveral gen- 
tlemen at different diftances. But I can enter no 
farther into the particular beauties of this place, 
which we are told is not to be defcribed, nor to be 
'feen, without rapture. 

Of the larger kind of bughs over which the eye 
cannot at once command aprofpeft, and which have 
nd accefs of the tide or mixture of the fea, there is 
one which feems to claim an honourable notice here; 
cot only as being the largeft in Ireland, and being 
exceeded by few in Europe, but alfo on account of 
its furprizing qualities. This is Lough Neagh ; of 
an oval form indented on every fide, and eftimated 
to meafure twenty Englifli miles in length, above 
ten miles in breadth at a medium, and to overfpread 
about an hundred thoufand acres ot land. The be- 
nefits of this lake arc communicated to five fe- 
veral counties ; and tho' it is fed by fix confidera- 
ble rivers, four of leffer note, and feveral brooks, 
yet It has but one narrow outlet to difcharge this 
great conflux of water. As this does not afford 
a fufficient vent, it occafions the lake in the winter 
time to rife eight or ten feet above its fununer le- 
vel ; which overflows the low lands on its coafl, 
and thereby annually waflies away and encroaches 
upon the higher ground. A method of opening 
this narrow paflage, which is continually rendered 
narrower by the mud and fiind thrown up in it, and 
the eel weirs eredted near it, feems to dcferve the 
attention of the commilfioners of the inland naviga- 
tion. On the fhores of thiis lake have been found 
a great variety of l:;eautiful pdbblesi, cryftals, cor- 
nelians^ 
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nelians, mochoas, agats, and other precious ftones. 
The water abounds with fiih of various kinds in 
innumerable quantities, and of prod^ous fizes. 
The lake is remarkable fot two poperties, the one 
for healing ulcers, evil, and running fores, all which 
in eight days time have been perfed^ly cm-ed ; and 
the other for petrifying wood. * There is no doubt 
but this immenfe lake has been occafioned by lb 
many rivers running into it, and its having but one 
narrow parage out of it. The (ame caufe continu- 
ing, the efFe<::^ muft (till increafe, till it makes its 
way over all the lands that are not confiderably a- 
bove its furface : and therefore this is an evil which 
requires a fpeedy remedy. Indeed its encreafe nhy 
be not only prevented by deftroying the weirs, and 
opening and enlarging the narrow paffage, but a 
great part of the lands which now lie under water 
faiay be reclainoed, and rendered ufeful to the pro- 
prietors, and to the nation. 
Rivers '^^^ whole ifla^nd is full of fountains and Springs, 

— 1 not only in the flat and champian countries, but on 

BoATE. the rtiountains and hills ; the water of which is for 
Browne, ^j^^ ^q^- p^^ ^ool, clear and pure ; and fome of 
Anonym. ^^^^ ^j.^ medicinal. Thefe differ from each other, 
as well as from moft other chailybcats, chiefly in the 
different degrees of flrength of the mineral impreg- 
nation ; and are equally ^ffei^ual in the cure of dif- 
eafes as thofe of their neighbours* But the phyfici- 
^ ans indulging the humour of their patients in a 
fafliinonable tafl« for every thing that is foreign — 
the great baneof Ireland — refer them to the remotefl 

fjarts of Europe for ipaws ; when they might be 
iipplied generally to as good, and fom^dmes to a 
better purpofe, with the native ^produdtions of their 
own foil at an infinitely cheaper raise. No country 
in the world abounds more with brodcs thaii Ire- 
land ; which befides watring the land,/ and aflfordind 
drink fof the cattle, enable die inhabitants to grm^g 

their 


INTRODUCTION. 

tKeir corn at an eafy rate, and to ferve the purpofes 
of feveral manufadtures. The rivers^ tho' general- 
ly rocky and fhallow, yet are more in number, 
and clearer, than thofe in England. The Shannon 
is larger than the Thames, wide and deep every 
where ; and might at no great expence be made 
navigable for (hips of burthen ahnoft mo hundred 
miles. 

It muft be owned that a greater attention has 
been given in the prefent age, and very defervedly, 
to the inland navigation ; and vaft fums and great 
ericouragements have been allowed, and ftill con- 
tinue to be allowed, for this purpofe by Parliament. ^ 
' A navigation for . boats, it has been already faid, 
is now carrying on at a great ex^nce from Athlone 
to Limerick on the Shannon : and indee^ what 
an indolent and infatuated people muft they be, 
if, when providence has furniftled them with one' 
of the fineft rivers in the world, they fliould fuffer 
it to remain of no account, and fit down contented 
under a load of fifty per cent fpr carriage more than 
they need to bear, and fee the fertile banks of 
their rivers rendered ufelefs, unprofitable, and 
fwallowed up before their feces ! By making only 
the fiver Shannon navigable, it is probable that one- 
third of the carriage of Ireland would in a few 
years be turned that way, feveral lahds would 
be recovered from IbughSj and others freed from 
thofe floods which at prefent make thert of no value. 
Many canals arc alfo cutting in feveral parts of 
the ifland, which by joining one navigaWe river 
to another, will foon encreafe their commerce, and 
fbread'a face of improvement and cultivation over 
the country to the public good, whicb at prefent 
it muft be ovmed it ftands in need of 

The Shannon rifes out of a ridge of mountains in 
the couitty of Leitrim, and is a boundary between 
the |>i0vince of Conaugbt and the othor three. In 

its 
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its courfe, which is above 150 miles, it receive* 
many great and fmall rivers which fwell and enlarge 
it : and its banks are adorned with feveral towns of 
confequence, and pleafant feats. It is remarkable 
alfo for feveral overfpreadings of its waters, which 
are called the loughs above-mentioned ; all which 
abound with fifh of various kinds, and many pleafant, 
and profitable iflands. But with all the advantages 
and beauties of this river, it hath one great defedt — 
a ridge oi rocks fpreading quite acrofs it — which 
caufes a cataradl or waterfall that obftruftsall naviga- 
tion farther up the river, which js fo wide and deep^ 
that otherwife, with a little afliftance, would be na- 
vigable almoft to its fource ; not only for boats^ i| 
but "for barges and barks of a confiderable burthen. 
There are feveral other rivers in the province of 
Conau^t, the principal of which is the Suck ; but 
none of them to tompare to the Shannon for length,, 
breadth, and depth. The chief rivers of Munfter 
are the Sure and Broadwater, next to which are 
Cork and Kinfale ; and all the reft in this province 
are of little moment. In Leinfter, befides fome 
that are inconfiderable, are the Oure, the Barrow, 
the Slane, the LifFy, and the Boyne. The two 
firft are navigable many miles up into the country v 
the LifFy is the capital river in the ifland, not for its 
magnitude or extent, for feveral others furpafs it,, 
but becayfe Dublin the metropolis is feated upon its 
borders i a mile below which it lofes itfelf in a bay 
of theiea calfed the harbour erf" ^Dublin, which will 
be defcribed prefently. Between the city pf Dublin , 
and the LifFy are compleated nine miles bf uninter- 
# rupted navigation ; whereon are eredted four Bridges, 
and many fingle, double, and treble aquaedufts for 
the difcharging underwater, all of the moft dura- 
ble beautiful flrufture, amounting to eighteen miles 
of finifhed navigation. In fhort it may be faid, that a 
navigation has been already compleated of above a 
hundred and twenty miles thro' the body of that 
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kingdom, within thefe few years, with the due ap-^ 
pendages of bridges, locks, aquaedudls, &c. The 
principal river in Ulfter is the Bann ; but which, 
becaufe of a rock which diredlly crofles the channel 
from one fliore to the othe|, is navigable only 
a few miles fro^^ the fea. Into this falls the Black- 
water, broader and deeper than the Bann : and 
' befides thefe there are fcarcely any other rivers 
in the province of Ulfter, except fuch as are made 
- fo by the flowing in of the tide, and at its ebb re- 
main little brooks : and of this kind of rivers there , 
dre feveral to be found in every province. But it 
may be prefumed, . that many of the rivers which 
;;^are hot now navigable might without much difficul- 
ty be made fo, by draining the vafl: trads of bogs 
diat lie bordering upon them every where : and 
whilft there is no way of carrying to the fea ports 
the produce of the inland countries in fuch feafons 
as they are in demand, their fuperfluities mull al- 
ways occafion a glut of the commodities fo abound- 
ing, and leave no temptation to the huft)audman 
• to follow that induftry the next feafon : on 
the other hand the fea ports, which generally 
confume in half the year all the grain that 
can be carried conveniently to their mai'kets 
from the neighbouring com lands, muft be ob- 
liged to fend out their money for the other half 
year's fubfiftence, notwithftanding any plenty which 
may be in the inland countries. So that in rea- 
lity for want of water carriage there is no en- 
couragement for the farmers to produce more corn 
than is fufficient for their refpeftive neighbour- 
hoods : and whilft they labour under thefe difficul- 
ties, all the laws they can devife for the encreafe of 
tillage will for ever fail of fuccefs. Were thefe diffi- 
culties once removed, inftead of feuding out above 
threefcore thoufand pounds for grain and ^our, 
which they have done at a medium for thefe three 
years paft, they might ejcport without creating 

any 
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any fcarcity, above double that value every year f 
and what a difference that would make to the 
publick there is no need to fay. 

Harbours Perhaps there is no country in the world' that can 
' boafl of a greater nuijiber of large and commodious 

BoATB. harbours or havens than this ifland ; as the reader 
would acknowledge if it was proper for me to 
enumerate and defcribe them. The harbour of- 
Dublin however may be thought to deferve fome 
particular notice ; as being the harbour of the me- 
tropolis, and confequently more frequented with 
fhipping than 'any other, becaufe of the com- 
modities which are neceffarily. imported into it 
fbr ufe and luxury. There is a bar however 
in the mouth of this harbour, which at the ebb 
and nep tide is fcanewhat dangerous to fliips that 
are heavy laden. Thofe which draw more than 
feven or eight feet water can go no nearer Dublin 
than Ringfend a mile diflant from it ; and the fhips 
of lefs burthen are obliged to take the flood ta 
come up to the key. This harbour has been 
much mended by the ballafl a£t in Queen Anne's 
time*; for before, at low water the whole haven 
was fo dry, as well below Ringfend as above 
it, that a perfbn might walk round the fhips at 
anchor, except in two little creeks on the fides of it/ 
in which fhips may ride in nine or ten feet water 
at the lowefl ebb. But there is not an approach 
to any city perhaps in the world, which Itrik^S' 
the eye of a flranger with more delight, and 
prejudices him more in favour of the country ' 
* to which he is going, than the harbour of Dublin ; 
the land all round being difpofed into fuch variety 
of hills, and plains, and fo many villa's of the no- 
bility and gentry, mofl of them white, being fcat- 
tered about them. As we gradually lofe fight 
of thefe, and the eye is bounded by the city 
and the fhips in the pool, the river becomes walled 

on 


on each fide, 'till you arrive »t the keys which have 
be^ ajreacjy mentioned. Tn fliort the whole de- 
ferves a more particular defcription than it is proper 
for me to give here; ^ 

One cannot look back on the fituation of this 
ifland, its foil and pieduge and the many noble 
harbours which it contains, without perceiving 
that it hath advantages for trade and commerce, 
equal if not fuperior to any country in the world 5 
and, indeed, to Ipeak impartially, not without 
lamenting that it does, not avail itfelf of thef^ 
lidvantages in a much greater degree than it does 
at prefent. The reader ipuft ^cufe my lAqpning 
here in order to makefome reriedions u]p>n thS 
head. It is a matter of the greatefl: importance to this 
nation, as well as that, to form our opinions upon 
it with dearnefs and pfecifion.: and yet it is a 
point Y^hich does not feem to be rightly underilood 
by the generality of either natipn 5 for, according . 
to an obfervajiion of the ^reat and good biOiop 
Be ji K L Y, thp' it is the true intereft of both nations 
to become one people, yet neither feem appri^^ed 
of this truth, 

On their fide it is feid, that the bulk of their Moly- 
inhabitants are the defcendants of Engliflimen ; n e u x . 
that they are fo far from being a conquered or Anonym, 
tributary people, that it was thro' the blood and 
fpirit of their anceflors that the Engliib (cepter was 
fwayed there at firft ^ and that the fecurity of the 
crown there at this day, is the ftrength and loy- 
alty of the people of Ireland, who are more en- 

;aged to fecure the interefts of the crown of 

England, than the king is to take care of them. 
Indeed it is faid, if we would (peak with accuracy 
upon this fubjedt, that it is a vulgar error to call 

them a conquered people ; and to fpeak x)f the 
land without the people is in this cafe faying no- 
thing at all : that if v^e are to underfland by 
Vol. I. F conqueft, 
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conqueft, an invafion of a kingdom by force of 
arms, to which force, had likewife been oppofed 
— and in any other fenfe why is Ireland not to be 
deemed a free country ? — then it is certain that 
this ifland was neyer (o cbnauered by Henry II. 
T'le civil and ecclefiaftical ftates of Ireland made 
a voluntary fubmilfion tc> him without the leaft 
hoftile ftroke on any fide, which exempts them 
from the confequences of a violent' coti^ueft : and 
if he had been oppofed by the inhabitants, it was 
only the ancient race of the Irifli that could fuffer 
by this fubjugation : neither the Englifli who came 

-over and conquered with him, nor their defcen- 
dents, can in reafon lofe the immunities of free- 
born fubjefts. One of the articfes of impeachment 
againft the Earl of Strafford, was his affirming 
that Ireland was a conquered country : and no 
fpeech feid Pym, — one of the managers of the 
commons— could be fuller fraught with treafon 
to the Englifti ftate; fince it tended to create 

, a general difafFedtion in the whole people of Ire- 
land to the common government. It is therefore 
concluded that they ought not to be held in fuch 
fubjedlion, nor cramped fo much in their com- 
merce, as- they are by England. 

In anfwer to this it is faid on our fide, that 
as Henry 11. fubdued Irdand by ineans of an 
Englifh army, that country became annexed to the 
imperial crown or kingdom of England, but not to 
the perfon of the king ; That this fubjedion was 
then efteemed to be a conqueft, and is much more 
to be accounted fo than William the, Firft's 
acquifition of the crown of England ; and that 
Ireland was thereby moft certamly brought under 
the jurifdidion of the parliamentary authority , of 
England : That the entire fubmiffion of the people 
to the government of England, their receiving its 
laws, and being endowed with all the privileges of 

Engliftimen, 
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Engliihmen, made the ifland become a member 
of and annexe<i to the Englilh empire, and gave 
England a juft title to exercife a perpetual juriP 
didlion over them : that iall the conceflions made— ^ 
Ireland empowering them to hold parliaments, 
&c.-^-can be underftood no other wife, than that they 
fhould be enabled to devife and enadt fuch laws when 
occafion required as were fuitable to the circum- 
ftances of that country : But that no grant evei: 
did, or ever could, make Ireknd ^ feparate dii^ 
tindt kingdoni independent of England, or inveft it 
with fuch fuj*etiie legiflature as is inherent in the 
king with the advice and tonfent of the Lords • 
and comriiQhs of England in Parliarhent affembled ; 
and therefore that the Englifti fettlerhents in Ire- 
land, ttlwttys were and ever muft be, accounted 
as a colony of England ; which, as fuch, hath been 
Supported and protefted always by her, and to 
whofe interefts in commerce flxe ought always 
to contribute and fubmit* ^ 

It is uiinecellary to enter into the difcujflion 
of this point ahy further here ; which will hav^ 
a properer place in the hiftbry of that time. It 
Was expedient however to take notice of the ton-' 
troverfy thus far, in order to account for the 
crrcMieous notions, which, I had faid, both the king- 
doms feem to entertain of their true intcreft ; for I 
take this to have been the fpring or fountain of their 
error. Oti the one hand the peo|)le of Ireland, look- 
ing upon themfelves as free-bdrnfubjedls, their king- 
dom a^ diftindt and independent, and as never 
having been conquered, revolt againft the pro-^ 
hibition of their woollen' comrft^rce by the Englifli 
Parliament -, and as tho' no Other commerce could 
employ them, and wealth was to be derived to them 
from no other— perhaps becaufe it is prohibited — 
they run their wool to the enemies of England ; 
And by that means have enabled them to underfcll 

Fa us. 
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vi% aod to take the market for the woollen trade ia 
a great meafure out of our hands. Tho* we have 
given great encouragement to the linen naanufac* 
ture, whidi floould be conildered as the fta^ 
trade of the nation, and tho* if all their (heep 
walks .were to be converted into tillage for hemp 
and flax, and all the labouring hands of the ifland 
were to be employed in that manu&dure, they 
would always iind^ ipo^ket for it, and their mothGr 
country would h^ ^^tly benefited by it, yet diis 
does not content them. 

On the other bapd, the peqple ofEngland, con* 

lidering the inhabitants of that ifland as a cokmy 

fent ^om hence to pofleTs a country that we had 

conquered, and that it has coft us an imnnenfe fum 

of money and a deluge of blood to reeftablifli theoi 

in their pofleflions, claim an abiblute ibverei^qr 

over them, and to limit and direct their commerce 

as we pleafe : and as the woollen is th^ ftaple 

manufadlure of England, we prohibited their e?:- 

portation to every odier p^t of the w^rld, finy 

wool wrousht or unwrqught,and toJBngland eveiy 

thing of that kii?d but ' wool jand yarn. Thui^ 

I as mough the world was, not wide enough for 

us and them, and as xho' we . thoi^ght that every 

(hilling got by the kilh was defrauding us of it 

becauie that we.afiert . that we have a r>ight to Jimit 

and diredt their, trade;, fo in order to exercife 

that right th^ woolkn branch wasqiwte ^k- 

ting\;^lh^. Had it bpen limited indeed i^ cbtlps 

of a particular breadth and fineneis, to fuch ak>ne 

as our riftrals underfell lis in, there might have been 

fixne good policy in this ^eftraijat : and if we ever 

mean to recover it out of the hands of the French 

and Dutch, it muft b^ by ading ccptrary to the way. 

in which we loft it. We loft it by driving the Iri(h 

to a better market for their wool tlian England^ 

with too 'rigid an exertion of our authority over 

them, and by the high taxes and high living of our 

people : 
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people : apid it is only tp be recovered by admitting 
the Irifh io (hare with us in the profits — which may 
be confined to ratteens, draps^ kerfies> or even 
to undied cfoth, and half nrnnufadtured^ which 
(hall receive their full perfe6kic» only in England—^ 
who have no taxes on their milk and potatoefl^ 
who live cheaper than ^y Qther manufadurers 
b Europe, and who can conTequently underfeU 
all the world. This will effeftually prevent their 
running the wool to France or Holland, whofe ma- 
nufadi;ires therefore muft in a great meafure fall ; 
and it will as efFeftually reltore it to the English. 
Even the profits n^de by the Irifti would even- 
tually denter here. But we feem ignorant erf* this 
in England : and this ignorance occafi(»is the ca^ 
pital error of our conduct towards this peof^^ 
It is fit therefore that it fiiould be explained. 

It appears from the cuftom4ioufe bodes, that the 
imports of Ireland from Great Britain alone, amount Anonym 
to near five parts in eight of their whole importation, ^ 
and ccmfift chiefly o£ commodities worked up to 
the heighth ; and it will be found perhaps on exami- 
nation, that they take off a much greater quantity 
of the feveral manufaftures of England, except our ^ 
woollen, than any other country in Europe. On the 
other hand, the woollen yarn and woriled which we 
receive from them, fo far frond being ^ lofs to the na-^ 
tion as moft importations are, when ful)y manufac-^ 
tured by us in Eagiand, will fell for two hundred 
thouf2^Kl pounds a year more than the prime coft« 
in foreign markets. In the fame manner theiir 
linen, yarn^ which we work up into tickens, tapesi 
girths^ and other manufitf^es, jieU an annual 
profit of an huiidred thou&nd pounds : to iay 
nothti^ of the raw hides, linen, and tallow^ which 
we ejcport f rooQ thooa tj;kt0 foreign countries and 
our pkiliatioinfi to gceat ^advantage. It app^rs 
alfofrom the eftin^tes of the timna^ of fiiippng 
employed yearly in ^ tuayde q£ Ireland^ that 

F 3 the 
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the Britifti tunnage is more than two-thirds of 
the whole, from which there arifes a profit to iis 
of above thrcefcore thoufand pounds a year in this 
article of freight only in the Irilh trade : and as 
their exportatioris as well as their freight are prin^ 
cipally Carried on by Englifli merchants, it may 
t-eafonably he computed that a profit of eighty 
thoufand pounds a year arifes to England from their 
exports confidered in this light. Add toallthefe 
advantages, the greateft perhaps of all, that which 
arifes from the nobility and people of eltate and em- 
ployment who fpend their incomes in England, 
and then it will evidently appear, that if England 
does not gain by Ireland alone, half as much year- 
ly as it does by all the world befide, as. many 
people fuppofe, yet there is no country in Europe 
that brings fo much profit to another, as Ireland 
does to England. Before the Irifh Papifts were 
thoroughly reduced by Cromwell, that kingdom 
was only a dead weight upon England : it had 
little or no trade, few or no manufadlures, and 
a very fmall vent for Englilh coniumable com- 
modities. Poverty and the effects of war fupr 
plied the place of luxury ; and the Irifti gentlemen 
were not rich etiough to be abfentees. It was then 
that maxim was received into the Englifti Politicks, 
^' that keeping Ireland poor was of great advantage 
to England^" and therefore it was neceffary to cramp 
her trade and difcourage her manufactures. Nor was 
this opinion ill foundedat the tirpe it was formed. Ex- 
perience had too fully (hewn our Anceftors, that .as 
|ong as thePopifti or Irifli intereft was fuperior, the 
more powerful the. natives were, and the greater 
difturbances were created to England, they either 
ftruggled to throw off the Englifli government, 
or elfe i» eftablifli the Popifli religion. But thougtr 
that kingdom flill bears the uaitle of Ireland, and 
the Proteftant inhabitants ar€ called Irifli, with oW 
Jfdeas annexed to thofe names df opDoiition to the 

'. Englifli 
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Englifli intereft, and thoiigh thefe Ideas are fb 
ftfongly aflbciated, like ghofts and darknefs, that 
moft of our countrymen find it difficult to feparate 
them, yet the fcene is quite changed from what it 
was when fuch a difadvaiuageous way of thinking 
about Ireland took rife. Almoft all the lands of 
Ireland are in poffeffion of the defpendants of Eng- 
lifli Protellants, linked in the ftrohgeft manner, as 
well by civil and religious intereft, as by inclinati- 
ons, to the fortunes of Great Britain. 

A computation was made about thirty years ago, 
that the profit arifing to us from all our plantations 
and iflands in America, never exceeded feventeeh 
hundred thpufand pounds a year : ahd at the fame 
time It was thought, at the loweft calculation, that 
we gained from Ireland alone fourteen hundred 
thoufand. From hence it will follow, that the im- 
provements made in Ireland have had the fame ef- 
feca on England, by employing her poor, bringing 
wealth into the nation, and encreafing the number 
of ftiipping, as if the fame improvements had been 
made in Yorkfliire or any county in England : and 
therefore; though their people were more fully em- 
ployed than ^hey are, though their exports were en- 
larged, and their gain from other nations by a 
greater liberty of trade were much more confidera^ 
ble than it is, yet very little of this wealth would . 
ftay with them, but it would as naturally flow ^o 
England as the river does to the ocean. It is there- 
fore OUR intereft to give the people of Ireland fiiU 
employment, to encourage their induftry in every 
branch of trade, and not to ftop any inlet through 
which their treafiire may come in, firice every acqui- 
fition or profit they can make will at laft center a- 
mongft us. It is their intereft not to extend 
their commerce to fuch manufactures or commodi- 
ties, as will prejudice their mother country which 
protedls and defends them in the enjoyment of 
their property, but to cultivate the manufactures 

F 4 which 
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which lie open to them ; and which at the fanie 
time that it would g^ve full employment to all their 
people, and be a fburce of wealth and comfort^ 
would be real advantage to their friends in England. 
The importance of the fubjeft to both nations muft 
be the apology for this long digreffion : and to thofe 
♦ who read it with the fame intention with which all 

hittory (hould be read, the apology, will be fuf- 
ficient. 
Woods There was fo rnuch wood in Ireland in the earli- 
N , '- eft ages, that one of the narnes which it had froni 
MC foreigners was the '* Ifland of Woods ;" given to 
BoATt. i;^ fay the old hittorians, by one whom Ninu the 
i^non/m. f^^ qJ- gj.^ fent to difcover it. Indeed by all the 
writings and monuments of ancient time, whether 
there is any truth in the old Irilh faying or not— 
^ that it was thrice under the plow-lhare, thrice it 
' was wood, and thrice it was bare" — it appears that 
^ long as the land was in poifeiTion of the native 
Irifli, it was full of woods oh every fide.. Thus in 
digging out the earth for a new canal from Loughr 
neagh to Dublin for an bland navigation, which 
will prefently be taken notice of, a foreft, as it may 
be called, was difcovei'ed under ground 5 a vaft 
number of falleii trees of alh, oak, alder, &:c. lying 
near a mile in length under a covering of earth, in 
fome f^aces fix, in others eight foot deepi many <rf 
. therp of large bulk tumbled down one over another, 
fome lying in ftrait Imes, and others in a tranfverfe 
or oblique pofition. Many difcoveries qf this kind 
are continually made all over the ifland ; and there 
is' fcarce a bog but what affords plenty 6f timber 
. buried in it, cut down, no doubt, by fbipe of the 
firft inhabitaots in order to make rocwn for tillage 
find jpafture : but in a long courfc of time they have 
been covered over by a ftagnation of watery, which 
tlie trees themfelves, being thus fdled and difpofed 
of, tmight have firft ocduoned^ and by the hidi 
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lands being diflblvcd with Repeated rains, and, to- 
gether with the earthy particles of rain water, lodg- 
ing upon them. The names of many forefts thua 
reduced are ftill preferved ; and they were in the 
early times Co numerous as to be a great incum* 
brance ; as appears from many inftances in the an- 
cient hiftory. But fince the conqueft, in order as 
well to furnifti timber for their houfes^ and convert 
the land into morie profit, as to deprive the rebels 
and robbers of their lurking holes and placed of re- 
fuge, the greateft part of the woods have been re- 
duced to arable and paflure ground, or turned into 
bogs. Indeed they have been fo much reduced, 
that the inhabitants in general not only want wood 
for firing, but to carry on the bufinels of building ' 
and repairing houfes. ; 

. It is ftrange that in a country, where about an 
hundred years ago near a fourth part of the profita- 
ble land was under forefts, they ftiould now be re- 
jduced to die neceffity of planting, or fubmit to an . 
expence, which, at a medium for the laft three 
years, amounted to above fifty-five thoufand pounds 
a year. But befides the reafons which I have already 
affigned for fuch a reduction, the people of England, 
and many foreigners, were ufed to build a great 
deal of (hipping there, as frequently as they now go 
to their ports to vi<f\:ual them ; and many landlords 
tied their tenants to burn nothing but wood, and to 
cut down fo many acres a year. This in fome time 
Helped to clear tne land in a good riiedure ; their 
buildings and fpendthrifts, with the fanners and 
ir^Mi works, foon devoured the remainder j and their 
planting now goes on as flowly, as if they ftill re- 
membered the inconveniences which their ancef- 
tors laboured under froni the immenfe woods 
in their days. A great deal however, it rauft be 
owned*, hath been done in this way "^ within thefe 
thirty years^ but a great^deal more remains yet to 

\ be 
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be done : and if, inftead of making new purchafes, 
their gentry would improve their old eftates, by 
draining and planting and making hedge-rpws and 
inclofures >fith all the arts of good hulbandry (the 
expence of trees and ditches being trivial, and the 
work being performed by their own poor cottagers 
and tenants at low wages) this would be an ad- 
vancement of their eftates perhaps to double value, 
at only four or five years purchafe ; and would at the 
fame time be of great utility and ornament to their 
country. Of the fame benefit perhaps it might be to 
\ both, if their gentry were allowed by law, to bequeath 

a limited quantity of acres thus planted with foreft 
trees, to encreafe the fmall provifion which many 
of them make for their younger children, and to 
aflign a proper time for cutting them down, and 

Mines c^r^^y'^g them off. 

1 Of the mines which are now in Ireland there were 

Bqate. none that we know of that were difcovered by the 
Smith, ancient Irifli, nor by the Englilh 'till the latter end 
Walsh, ^f |;he reign of Queen Elizabeth. Since that 
^onym, p^j-j^j many mines of iron, and fome of lead and 
iilver mixed, have been found in divers parts of the 
ifland. This hath given rife to an opinion of many 
fkilful people that the mountains of Ireland are full 
of metals ; and that if the fame care and diligence 
had been ufed by the inhabitants of that country in 
former ages as there hath been fince the period a- 
bovementioned, many more might have been dif- 
covered ; not^ of the fame kind only with thofe 
which are i!oW worked, but of others alfo, and per- 
haps even of gold itfelf. We find a commiffion in 
Rymer, granted by Edward the third, in the 
year thirteen hundred and fitty, to the judiciary and 
T reafurer. of Ireland andthe Archbifhopof Dub- 
lin,^ to make a trial of the mines of gold and filver, 
which, he fays in the commiffion, he was informed 
were to be found in many parts of Ireland : but 
what was the iffUc of their experiment we are not told. 

Out 
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Out of a rivulet in the county of Tyrone called Miola, 
which rifes in the mountain Slowgalen, has beeti gar 
thered a drachm of pure gold : and it is not an uncom- 
mon thing for rivers, which proceed from mountains 
that have gold within their bowels, to carry it along 
with their fand, out of which it is collected by poor 
people. But the account of this gold, which was 
given to the hiftorian who relates it only on report, 
is faid by latter writers to want confirmation, and 
that perhaps upon enquiry it might degenerate into 
copper ; of which there have been great difcove- 
ries, particularly in the counties of Wicklow and 
Kerry, and in other parts of the ifland. 

In anfwer to this objedlion which is founded only 
upon conjecture, it may be obferved, that much 
:older writers have mentioned the gold mines of Ire- 
land, though they have not defcribed or pointed 
them out, as well as Edward the Third, in the 
cbmmiflion above- recited. We are told that they 
were discovered in the days of Paganifm under the 
tenth Milefian monarch, and fo much ufe was made 
of them, that the fucceeding monarch ordained, 
that all the gentry fhould wear golden chains about 
their necks. The chronicles of the next reign take 
notice, that gold rings were then firft ufed in Ire- 
land -, and a few years after filver (hields were 
brought in fafliion, by a monarch who acquired 
the title of Airy-theach, which irriported " filver- 
^d." A filver feal of one of the Kings of Con- 
naught, and a bit of a bridle of folid gold of ten 
ounces, wlych were found in digging in fbme 
grounds, werefentasa prefent to King Charles 
the firft, by the Earl of Strafford. A great 
number of goldfmiths ate mentioned by feveral f 
writers : and we are told that there is fcarce an in- 
ftance in their ancient hiftory of any chalice, viol, 
or utenfil dedicated to facred ufes in the church or 
at the altar, other than of pure gold or filver ; 
,which might probably give rife to this opinion of 

their 


/ 


so I NT RODUCtlON. 

their mines. But to pafs by thefe uncertain con* 
jedures for the prefent, I (hall trouble the reader 
with, an account only of the nunes which are now 
difcovered. 

The Iron mines, which I (hall begin with, are 
of three forts, the bog, the rock, and the mountain 
mine ; which laft is again diitingui(hed, into white^ 
pin, and (hfell mine. Befides thefe there are three 
mines of lead and (ilver mixed ; fo rich, that from 
one in the county of Antrim, every thirty pounds 
of lead yieldttd a pound of pure filver. The veins 
of another mine in the county of Tij^rary, which 
gives th^**name of Silver-mines to a market town 
there, commonly rife within three or four fjMt 
deep from the furface, the land being mountainous 
and barren, and yield two different forts of ore : 
the one, which is moft ufual, is of a reddi(h colour 
hard and gliftering, and the other like a marie 
bluei(h and (bfter than the firfl:, though judged 
much the beft and to produce the greateft quantity 
of filver. The ore bias yielded generally about 
three pounds of filver out of a tun, befides a great 
deal of lead, and (bme quickfilver^ which made 
it very valuable. In the time of Lord Straf-? 
ford's adminiftration^ he fent an ingot of filver to 
King Ch A R LE s the Firft, of three hundred ounces 
from the Royal mines of Ireland : and in about 
four years after, he tells the -Secretary of State 
in one of his letters, " that the lead mines in Mun^ 
** fter were (b rich, that every fodder of Iwid" — 
which may be meant of a load -^ " had in it to the 
" value df thirty pounds of fine filver." 

There are (everal confidcraWe collieries in many 
l^ts of the if|ahd, probably enou^ to fupply aH 
Europe with c^oals ; and yet at a n^ium for thefe 
three kft year^, it appears that they have imported 
^ this eomtnodity annually from Great Britatrv 
to very near the amount of an hundred thoufand 
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pounds ; thoiigh the price of coals at Dublin is 
&ldom much mcnre thsm half wh^t it is at London. 
There is a coal-^nine which was diicovered by 
accident in dicing for iron ore^ which is more 
than enough to ilfpply the ifland, and all the people 
living near it mkc ufe of no other firing ; but 
being fituated far from ajiy nav^able river, there is 
but little reibrt to it except from the inhabitants in 
its neighbourhood. There is however fuch an ob - 
vious remedy for this misfortune of its fituation, 
that in thefe days of iniprovement it is furpriiing 
it hath not been pradtiied ; aild if it is impradicable 
to bring the commodity to a market^ they ihoukl 
endeavour to carry a nniarket to the commodity. 
It is probable that Birmingham and Sheffield were 
ere(^ed upon the fpot of ground on which they are 
'— the two principal towns in England for hard 
ware of every kind which is to be worked with fire 
rr- becaufe thofe ipots were in die neighbourhood 
of very great and exteofive collieries. Thus artifts 
and manufacturers may» with fome expence and' 
good nunagement, be brou^t together alfo in 
thofe parts of Irdbad where coajs abound, 'till 
they encreafe into little towns : and a people living 
thus clctfe tc^ether, would not only caufe a confump- 
tbn of this tuel, but-add foil to the land, improve 
the adjacent country, raife the value of cftates 
where they fettle; and bring riches into the king* 
dom by their labour. 

Another difcovery was made ^f a colliery bor- 
dering on Louglhneagh ; an a(^ of Parliament paf- 
fing about thirty years ago to encourage the drain- 
ing of bogs and unprofitable low lands, a canal 
was made at a great expence in order to bring 
coals frc»n it to Di^ltn ; but, for fome reafon 
or other, of little profit that way to thje public. 
There is a very confiderable ccrfliery at Ballycaftlc 
in the county of Antrim^ and great fuois have been 

given 
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given by Partiament to make a harbour for the 
tranfportation of them, but without efFedl ; the 
piles being deftroyed by a Worm in a few years. 
Whether this evil could not be remedied by ftonc 
piers, in a country where ftone is* much more plen- 
tiful than wood, is a queftion perhaps that would 
not be pertinent if one was acquaintied with the 
place; but without knowing any particular rea- 
fons to the contrary, it is an obvious queftion, and 
very natural. But whatever ar6 the reafons for 
not working the other coal pits in the ifland, there 
cannot furely be a fufficient reafon, why thofe near 
the Barrow, a fine navigable river^may not be carried 
down to Waterford, and come very cheap to Dublin. 
Nor indeed does it feem to be-a fufficient improve* 
ment, or what they ftiould content themfelves with, 
to bring their own coals to Dublin; but their 
tnerchants might eafily, and with godd profit, raife 
a fund there for laying in ^ good ftock of them 
when they are cheap, to turnifh the poor with ar a 
low rate, and in fmall quantities in winter. This 
would bfe^ of great fervice to enable the manufac- 
turers to work cheap, and prevent thofe combi-^ 
jiations and extortions which both rich and poor 
are now liable to ; and to remedy which the Par-* 
liament is obliged frequently to interpofe. In (hort 
they might not only furnifh themfelves with their 
own coals, ' for which fuch an immenfe fum is now^ 
fent annually out of the kingdom, but might al- 
fo export them to Holland 4i high prices, and 
employ a great deal of (hij^ing to the benefit of 
the publick, * 

• To the metals and miner^lfr which have been 
mentioned, may be added the quarries of flate 
and ftone and marble, which are in many parts' 
of Ireland in great plenty, and of a very valuable 
fpecies. In the county of Waterford particularly 
there is a fine black marble without any mixture j 

another 
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another black and white 5 a grey marble beautifiil^ 
ly clouded and fpotted like fdme kinds of (ha- 
green ; and befides thefe, a variegated tort coip- 
pofed of feveral colours, as brown, white, yellow, 
and blue ; blended into various (hades and figures 
very beautifiil, and all of them capable of a fine 
high polifli. In Ihort, marble abounds almoft every 
where ; but the mod famous place for it is the 
county of Kilkenny, where it is cut and polifhed 
by a water-mill. Kildare houfe in Dublin *— the 
moft magnificent Town-houfe perhaps in Europe - 
—-and the Provoft's-houfe at the college, are built 
of marble from Ardbraccan in the county of 
Meath, which poliflies to a dove-colour. The ftone 
which they call Mountain grit, of which the Parlia- 
raent-houfe, the College, and moft of the modern 
ftrudtures in Dublin are built, is in cobur nearly 
equal and mixes well with our Portland ftone, but 
is much fuperior to it in haxdnefe. The Kerry 
ftones, which are worked by Jewellers, and fet in 
necklaces and fleeve buttons, are greatly fuperior 
to thofe of Briftol, being almoft as hard as a flint ; 
fome of them are of a fine light brown, and 
others not inferior m colour to the amethyft. 

Having given the reader this general view of Original 
the exterior of the country which I am introducing Inhab. 
to his acquaintance in the following work, I ftiall jJTjI 
now proceed to give fome account of the inhabi- UniV Hlft 
tarits, their laws and lan^age, religion, manners DifTertat. 
and government, as far as it can be coUeded out of Hutch- 
the rubbifli, and diftinguiftied from the fables If' ^• 
of the moft ancient authors. Tho' it is impoffible y/^^^^^ 
to deduce the original of any nation with truth 
and certainty which is not found in Scripture, and 
it may therefore be thought in vain to look for 
authorities any where elfe, yet where profane and 
facred hiftory coincide, or where the former is not 
repugnaiit to the latter, fome litde traces may 
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be dniwn m4 coQ|ectur£$ forpsied with probability i 
at lotft nobody can prefume to &y that they are 
falie and grouodlefs. As to the order or n>ethcd 
wherein tne firft plantations of the earth ivere 
made, ibme have inugined there was little or Qone, 
aad thzt each colpny fettled where they did by 
ch^ce ; every one fei;dng on iiich countries as 
it cafually arrived at. But if we confidex with any 
antention the account which is ^iven of this tran-^ 
latftion by the iacred Ijiiltorian, we (hall find no- 
thing more fordgn from his intetition than iuch 
a precipitate and confufed diflipation. Fot we 
are told with regard to the fons of Japhet, the d- 
deA branch of No A H*s .pofterity, " that by thefe 
were the ifles of the Gentiles divided in their landsj 
every one after his tongue, after their families in their 
nations." By the ifles of ^he Gentiles is underftood^ 
among all tlie ancient writers, ^heiflands gf ^uro|)e ; 
of which the Britiih iflands, ^ being the largeft^ 
muft be allowed to be the chief. Thefe therefore 
were the portion of thedefcendents of Japhet; 
and accordingjiy Tosepuus tells us, ^h^t theCeltes 
or Gauls wo-e defcended from Gome r his eldeft 
fon. To this may be added the concurrent tefti- 
mony of many ancient fathers and hiftorians to 
prove that Gomer was their founder : And if this 
is not fufficient, we may brmg another witnefe 
inCLuvEKius, who proves that the ancient Celtic 
nation, which among other regions, he fays, in- 
cluded the Britannic and Northern ifles, aid all 
^ak the iame kngjua^ge from Gomer, which was 
preferved among his defcendents. Mr. VoLXAiRe 
indeed is pleafcd to treat the peopling of the Weft, 
by the defcendants of Gomer ,^ as a vain conceit, 
ana calls it a fiftion of the Eaft '^ but hd is too great 
a genius to tread in the common track, and of all 
hiftorians has the leaft reafon to talk in this man- 
ner ; becaufe he frequently fubftitutes his own 

vain 
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Vkin conceits in the room of inconteftable eviderice 
dad authority ; as his many faliifications of our 
own hiftory prpvci 

At what articular ^riod it was that thefe Celt^ 
9iigrated into Europe, and even when they had got 
footing in the pleafant and more Southern parts of it^ 
how long it^ was before they fpread themfelves 
fo far Northward as to thefe our regions, it is 
difficult, if not impoffible^ for us to fay. The liioft 
ancient foreign hiftory of any credit will give 
no light into this tranfadtion ; but we may fafely 
venture to pronounce, I believe, that it was not 
immediately after the difperfion of mankind at 
Babel, as die old Irifh hiltorians would fain per- 
fuade us. F0r it is in the higheft degree abilird td 
fuppofe, that they could come into Europe or th^fe 
ifles by fea with fuch a numerous retinue, fo long 
before any thing of navigation^ eveji by coafting, 
was at all known in the world. Nor iis it indeed 
hiuch more reaibnable to imagine, that they would 
traverfe the ocean to thefe iflands^ till they found 
themfelves too much ftraitned in the more plea- 
fent climates df the South j which in all probability 
was not till a good while after their firft migration 
into Europci This is fufficient to difcredit the 
old Irilh niftories, as to the very hig^ antiquity 
of the firft inhabitants ; the moft reafetiable of 
thofe writers deducing it from the difpeirfion of 
mankind it Babel, when Japhet and his pofterity, 
they fay, emboldened by Noa^^s example^ ven- 
tured to commit themfelves by fhips upon the 
fea, to feareh out the unknown corners of the 
world, aind fo found out this Weftern ifland; But 
tho' this very high antiqiiky may be juftly dif- 
puted fot many reafons, yet I think it is not to 
be doubted, that thefe Northern countries were 
peopled nlcnre early than the generality of criticks 
are inclined to allow. Moses tells us that the 
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ifles of the Gentiles were inhabited, which all 
incerpdreters acknowledge to mean the iflands of 
Europe : and the great antiquity of the lan- 
guage of the origiaal Irifti, which will be 
hereafter proved to be the fame with the ancient 
Celtic^ Ihew? the great antiquity of the nation, 
and that thefe elements were imported^ and brought 
into, Ireland, when the ufe of letters was in its in- 
fancy. The old Celtic bears fo great an affinity 
to the ancient Hebrew, that to thofe who are 
maftets of both, they appear plainly to be only^ 
dialedls of the fame tongue ; or, to fpeak perhaps 
more properly, the Celtic is a dialeft of the He- 
brew. This furely lays a 'feiir foundation for an 
ancient hiftory to be built upon ; for a nation 
and language .are both of an age, and if a lan- 
guage be ancient the people muft be as old. 

Upon the whole it feeras highly probable, if 
not abfblutely certain, that the Britifli illes were 
firft peopled by the ancient and warlike Gomerians, 
cbrruptly after called Cymbrians v which laft name, 
as well as the language of that nation, or rather 
a dialed of it, is ftill pceferveid in the north part 
of Walos. In a fliort time after the peopling of 
Britain, as Ireland in dear weather may be dif- 
cernqd by the eye from moft of the northern, and 
from (ome of its weftera parts, it* is natural to 
fiappofe that many adventurers tranlported them- 
felvcs thither and poffefled the ifland. There is 
fcarcely any thing more difficult than to fettle 
the chronology of fuch very ancient colonies ; but 
by comparing one hiftorian with another, and 
from what ftill remaiha of known appellations and 
events, it feems reafonable to imagine, that Ireland 
. was thus firft inhabited. The ncarnefs of the coun- 
tries,, and the affinity in language and cuftoms 
civil and religious ufed among the ancient Britons, 
may. well induce us to ^believe that they bad the 
fame original, and were peopled much at the fame 
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tiine. Thus Ireland was anciently called a BritiiH 
ifle, by Pliny, Polybius, &c. and the manners 
of the ancient Britons and Hibernians wisre much 
the fame* The foil and climate, the cuftoms and 
difpofitions of the people, lays Tacitus, (peaking 
of the Irifti, differ little from thofe of Britain; 
This account is confirnied alfo by two of the oldeft 
hiftorians that we have* Nennius^ a Briton who 
flourifhed in the year of Christ eight hundred 
and fifty, fays, " If any one would know-how lon^ 
Ireland was defert and uninhabited, the moft know- 
ing of the Scots— the name then in Britain for 
the Irifti— have told me thus ; " The Scythians 
in the fourth age of the world obtained Ireland ;'* 
and this fourth age, according to his computation^ 
was froth the time of David. Henry Hunting- 
don is ftill more particular, and fays, " The 
Britons in the third age of the world came into Bri- 
tain, and the Scots into Ireland in the fourth." 
Why they computed the fourth age of the 
workd from the time of David, this is not the 
place to reliate ; but it is alfowed that he Was 
anointed king over Judah about a thoufan4 and 
fifty years before the Chriflian aera ; which is 
the feme period exactly in which the beft Irifti 
hiftorians affirm their country was invaded by 
the Scythidns out of Spain; Let it be obferved 
that there is no contradiction at all in allowing^ 
that thefe dcfb«idents from- Jai>het, by Maooo 
his fecond fony might fonie time. after pofieft them- 
felves of the fouthern parts of Ireland from Spaing 
as the Gomerians^ afterwards called Gauls, had 
jpeopled the northern and eiftern parts from Bri* 
tain ; and aft they fprang: from the fame original^ 
ttbeir manners, and language would probably dif- 
fer but very little. 

. But to fay the truth, hiftorians h^ve been fo eon- 
founded by their variety of] narnes, migratbns^ and 
exploits^ that it is riot eaty to knOw^ whether they 
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fpeak of the fame nations under different names, or 
of two diftinft people. At leaft it is evident, that 
Herodotus, Ptolomy, and Justin, to name 
no more, have called the Scythians by fome names, 
and attributed ibme actions and places to them, 
which upon clofer examination have been found to 
belong to the Celtes or Gomerians whom they had 
driven out of their territories. The ancient geogra- 
pher Strabo, noted for his accuracy, tells, that 
the old Greek hiftorians gave the name of Scythians 
and Celto-Scythians to all the inhabitants of the 
northern regions ; though it is plain that a confider- 
able part of them were properly Celtes or Gomeri- 
ans. He adds that thefe, which were likewife cal- 
led Iberi and Cdt-Iberi, peopled Spain and Gaul, 
and from thence went into the neighbouring coun- 
tries ; and amongft the reft came over into Britain 
and Ireland. 

If for the reafons above mentioned many learned 
men have chofe to reckon them as one people, branch- 
ed out into that variety of names and charadters un- 
der which they are diftinguiflied by various authors, 
it is no wonder that the old Irifli hiftorians wiio were 
not learned (hould run into this miftake, and con« 
\ found the Scythians with the Gomerians. But we are 
' told by Mr. Innes, " that the firft inventors, as 
he calls them, of the genealogies of the IriHi, bring 
their defcent from GoMER asbeihgjAPHET'seldeft 
fon; and fo it is fet down byMACRAiTH — in a 
manufcript in a library of the then Duke of Ch a n- 
DOS— onex)f the moft famous Irifli genealogifts^ 
and the^icots have ftill retained it [a]. I muft con- 
feis, after reading all that I could find written on, 
every fide ancient and mo(dern, I am inclined to 
think withBiftiop STiLLiNGPLEET,-that fome of 
the Celtes from Britain, who in Strabo are called 

Iberi, 

[a] Critical Effay on the ancient inhabitants of North- 
Britain, p. 485. 
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iberi, pafled over mto Ireland in a very early age 
of the world -, and that afterwards fome of the 
Scythians coming from Spain into Britain, and 
finding it peopled went into Ireland, and fubduing 
the firft fettlers took pofleflion of that ifland. Of 
the fame opinion is the celebrated Britifli anti- 
quarian Lhu YD in the preface to his Gloffography ; 
which he fupports by reafons that are drawn from 
a comparifon of the original languages, and which 
leem* conclufive to an impartial and unprejudiced 
mind. See here then the original of the ancient 
Irilh : and if all other proof of it were wanting, 
the pride and floth of the common people, who have 
not mixed in the affairs of love or marriage with 
the Englifli, would be a ftrong prefumption of 
their affinity with the Spaniards. But it is faid the^e 
are very few of the better fort of the Irifh who(^ 
anceftors have not intermarried with the new- 
comers ; and that the beft Irifli and the beft Eng- 
lifli families have been fo blended by allijuices of 
this fort, that there are fcarce any remains of the 
noble Milefian (lock entire and unmixed. As tq 
the other part of the inhabitants, which for the fake 
* of diftindtion I call the people of Ireland, and who, 
though not half perfiaps m number, yet have got 
the moft confiderable footing in point of rank an4 
property, it is unneceflary to fay any thing more 
of their defcent, than that their anceftors in differ^ 
cht ages, fince the latter end of the twelfth centu-r 
ry, were adventurers from Britain. 

There is no difficulty in determinbge whence the Language 
original Irifli languj^e was derived ; though if we O Fla- 
aflent to what is faid by their old hiftorians, we muft ^^'^^ 
cither believe that one Gathelus was the founder UnlvH'ft 
of it, ^nd that he devifed it out of all other Ian- piffejtat.' 
guages then known in the world, or that Par^ 
THOLANus a branch of Japhet who firft feized 
on Ireland, brought the fame kind of language that 
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befell his family at the defolation of Babel. But 
the fir ft is too fabulous to'deferve any attention \ 
and the laft is not exaftly true. The language of 
Ireland at its firft peopling, if no proof exifted of 
it, we might reafonably conclude muft be the ori- 
ginal Celtic or Gomerian ; which was univerfally 
fpoken over Europe at that time, and is judged the 
moft original and unmixed language yet remaining. 
A very ingenious Irifli writer, Mr. O Connor, 
\b'\ mentioned in the preface, to whom this volunie 
• owes great affiftance of a private as well as a public 
nature, claims the preference of their own to all 
other Celtic dialedls, in point of purity, if not an- 
tiquity, and affirms that the ancient Celtic is to 
this day a living language in Ireland. The reader 
Ihall now fee this proved plainly by Dr. Raymond, 
oftce a fellow of Trinity College at Dublin, and 
perhaps the beft-and nqjoft learned antiquarian that 
Ireland ever produced. He tells us, [r] that in or- 
der to di(pover the original of the Irifli nation, he 
was at the pains to compare all the European lan-r 
;uages with that of Ireland, which he oblerved to 
lave little agreement with any of them. This put 
him on having recourfe to the Celtic, the original 
language of the antient Celt.»; who were Ucewife 
called Scythians Jjy the moft ancient Greek writers. 
Ji^ examined the Celtic by Lhuyd's andPfiz- 
ron's Vocabularies, and found a great affinity be- 
tween them : but reading the Lord's prayer in a- 
bove an hundred languages, verfions, and cha- 
rafters, printed ^t London in feventeen hundred, 
he difcovered the Irifli language to be the very 
fame, with the Celtic,, as wilt appear bythefpeci- 

?ncns 

\b\ Diflertations on the Ant. Hlft, of Ireland, An. 1753. 
E. 37. 8. 
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mens of them in^that prayer ; and which for the 
fatisfacftion of the curious (hall be given below {d]. 
There being* fuch an exa(5k agreement between 
them, and the Irifli having no affinity with any 
other known language in the world, excepting the 
Hebrew and Phenician, this is fufficient he thinks 
to procure that credit to* the Irjfh hiftory which 
it may juftly challenge ; and which, for want of 
proving a point- of that importance, they have not 
hitherto met with. For if it can be made out be- 
yond all contradiction, that the ufe of letters in this 
ifland was as early as the relations in any hiftory 
which is allowed to be authentic, then the common 
pbjedion againft the credit erf* the Irifh hiftories, that 
the ufe of letters began here after the entrance of 
Chriftianity, will be wholly removed. 
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I Our narmc ata ar ne^b/ 

2. Beanich * a tanim. 

3. Go dijga do riogda. 

4. Go cknta du hoil, air 

talm in marte ar neamb.' 

5. Tabuar deim a niugh ay 

naran limb'ali. 

6. Agus mai duine ar fiacb 

amhail near marmhid a^ 
fiacha. 

7. Na leig fin atnb'aribh ach 

fo^ur ^ ihiA on olc. 

8. Or iletfa rioghta comtha 

agua gloir go fibh'ri. 
Ameo. 
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1 . Araathair ata ar neamb. 

2. Naomhthar *hainm. 

3 . Tigheadh do rioghachd. 

4. Deantar do thoil aran tar 

lam mar do nithpar JBtr, 
neamh. 

5 . Ar naran laothamhail, tab- 

hair dhuinn a nin. 

6. Agus maith dhuinn ar 

bhfiaca mar mhaithmid- 
ne darbh feitheam]^ 
paibh fein. 

7. Agus na leig fin a ccar 

thughadh, achd faor in- 
no olc. 

8. Oir aa leachd fein an Rio* 

ghachd agus an chum-? 
hachd agus an gioir go 
(ior luighe. Amen. 


* Beanich and Naomhthar, and Amb'aribh and Cathughadb, 
have the fame fignifkation in the Iriih ; the other words are 
the fame. I take the omiflioir or addition of letters to be Ihe 
fault of the prefs. Raymond's IntrodU^ion, p. 3. 
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Thefe fpecimens arc obferved by Mr. O Coif -5 
KOR to be the fame in words and fyntax, allovtrihgr 
only for the errors of tranfcribers ; which by aa ex- 
traordinary fate, confidering their ignorance and 
negligence, happen not to be very canfiderable. 
Hear how he accounts for its prefervation amongft 
the Irilh. *♦ Whatever changes this original lan- 
guage might have fuffcred on the continent, there 
can be no wonder in the prefervation of its primi- 
tive fyntax in Ireland, when we confider the many' 
fchools and colleges kept here through nioft a^es^ 
and the genius "of the people fo much turned to lite- 
rature and philological learning : add to this a form 
of government, in which oratory and eloquence be- 
came abfolutely neceffary to bolder up the felfifli 
motives of ambition, a continued fecurity from a- 
broad, and the fame popular government ever pre- 
vailing at home [^]." There are but eighteen let- 
ters in the Irilh alphabet, of which a third part are 
vowels : and as fuch a proportion muft declare both 
foftnefe and harmony, fo it is clear of thofe harlh 
(bunds fo frequently to be met with in all other Celr 
tic dialedts. The letters are ranged in a different 
order from the alphabet of the Romans, as the 
reader wjU fee below [/], and which was brought 
thither in the fourth century by the Chriflian mif^ 
fionaties. All this added to the paucity of their 
•numbers and diflinft powers, fhews evidently, fays 
the fame writer, " that thof^ elemqnts were im-r 

ported 
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I B Beth. 7 D Dutr. 

a L Luis. 8 T Tinuc. 

3 N Niori. 9 C Coll. 

4 P Feaxn. 10 M Muin. 

5 S Sttil. II G Gort. 

6 H Ujitl^, 12, E Pcth-boc, 
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Ruis. 

14 A 

Ailm^ 

15 

Ou. 
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ported before the additional cyphers were invent* 
cd, and before any commerce began between 
our anceflors and the learned nations : And thefe 
ex(fraordinary fafts fummed up together fairly ac-* 
count for the ufe of letters in Ireland from the 
nrft entrance of the Iberian Spaniards, whom we 
now call the Scotifh or Milefian colony f^." 

I (hall not however conceal from the reader, that 
Mr. Innes has fpent about thirty pages [^], to 
fliew that the Irifh had not the ufe otletters before 
St. Patrick, and that their proper names to 
exprefs Letters, a Book^ to Read, Write, .&c, '• /, jt^,,.^ |t 
are all derived from the LatiiL But if the Irifli / " " " 
is the Celtic language, as it feems to be incon* 
teftably proved above, which the firft mhabitants 
might bring with them from Britain or Spain, 
then this writer himfelf hath furniftied us with / 
an anfwer to all this laboured criticifm in two or 
three lilies, by faying "that the name, of Bard 
is originally Celtic, from whence the Greeks and 
Latins had it." Nay he owns in the fame page, 
that the Irifli is originally a dialed of the Celtic. 
Inftead therefore of the Irifli borrowing their words 
from the Latin as abovementioned, why may not 
the Latms have taken thefe from the Celtic; as well 
as that of Bard ? The Abbe Pfzron has made it 
appear they have done this with regard to the 
names of all the days in tl^e week, moft of the 
cjays of the month, the word Difco, to learn,, 
and above three hundred other words which he 
hath given a lift of [b]. In fliort the great ar^ 
gument upon which fo much ftre& is laid by 
this Scotifh writer^ and by others upon his au^ 
thority, fells entirely to the ground for want oP 
truth to fupport it So far is it from being true, 

^ that 

Ifl Differtatlons, p. 45. 

M Crit. Effay, p. 440—468. 

[o] Antiq. of all nations, p. ^00 and fequ. 
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^ that there are no expreffions or terms in the 
Irifli language for Letters, Book, Reading, Writing 
&c. as being all things of which the Irifli had never 
any ufe before the time of St. P a tr i c k," that they 
had original terras for thefe in their own proper 

» language, without borrowing them from the La^ 
tins ; as the reader may fee below [/*]. In order 
to get rid of the difficulty of the entire difagreement 
between the alphabets, Mr. Innes roundly aflcrts 
upon his own authorfty, " that the Bethluis-nion 
is nothing elfe but an invention of fome of the 
Irifli Sennachies, who, fince they received the 
ufe of letters, have put the Latin alphabet into 
anew arbitrary order, and affigned to each letter 
the name of fome tree ; and that this was not 
the genuine alphabet of the Irifli in ancient times 
or peculiar to ttem ; but a bare inverfion of the 
Latin alphabet [ky* As all this is faid without 
any proof, fuppofe I fliould as roundly contradiA 
it : the fad or authority of the Bethluis-nion will 
remain juft as it did. Why did not Mr. Innes 
produce the genuine alphabet of the Irifli in ancient 
time, if this is not it, to fupport his affertion ? 
The only anfwer to this muft: be, that he had it 

' not in his power; for he certainly would have 
done it, if he had been able. But if the Irifli 
had been fo many ages in pofleflion of the CeL 
tijc language before that of the Geeeks or Romans 
appeared there, is it at all likely, is it credibly 
that they had no letters nor alphabet in all that 
time, ^nd that an Irifli Sennachy or Bard adapted 
onp to their laiiguage by an inverfion or excifion 
of the Roman, alphabet ? Let nobody who can 
fwallow this abfurdity, make any objection* to the 

fables 

[t] A Letter, Fiodh. A Book, Cion. Science, Ealadha, 
Creath. Hiftory, Seanchus. Philofophy, Fileacht. Law, 
Dligeadh, 'Feneachus; Poefy^ Efan, Duain, &c. 

[i] Critical Effay, p. 446, 447. . 
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fables of Irifti hiftory ; he is very well qualified 
to digeft them. Had IiJnes contented himfelf 
with iayipg, that the prefent letters of the alphabet 
were borrowed moftly from the Romans, it might 
have paffed uncontradifted ; but that does oot 
prove, that the Irifh had no alphabet nor letters 
of their own. Many charaAers of fuch letters are 
ftill to be feen.in their old manufcripts ; and a 
book written entirely in them is now in the pof- 
feffion of Dr. SuLLEVAN or Trinity College. Be- 
fore the ufe of paper or parchment, the matter 
on which the Irifti wrote their letters, was on 
tables cut out of a,Beech-tre6 and fmoothed ^ 
by a plane, which they infcribed with an iron 
pencil called a ftyle : the letters themfelves were 
anciently termed " Feadha"j woods, from the 
matter on which they were wrote, as well as 
becaufe they were the narpes of trees j apd this 
was the praAife of other nations before paper and 
parchment were, invented. 

The difcovery made by Dr. Raymond above- 
mentioned, of the identy of the old Celtic and Irifti 
languages, is in my opinion a complete and ir- 
refragable anfwer to all the objeftions which this 
and other writers have made to the early ufe of let- 
ters in Ireland. It was the want of this difcovery 
which occafioned fo much uncertainty and difa- 

greement as the Dr. has obferved in another 

work [/J- in Camden, Usher, Ware, 

and other learned antiquarians ; and which 
had hitherto prevented a* fatisfaftory accoifnt 
of the Irifti hiftory. Of thefe languages, he 
adds here " that they agree as much together, as 
f any one of the Greek dialedls doth with another, 
^' and more exadlly than the languages of two re- 
** mote parts in the fame kingdom." The truth 

of 

Kl End of Raymond's Jetter to Lord Inchiquin on the 
language and writings, p. i. 
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of the matter with regard to St.T a trick's teach- 
ing the Irilh the ufe of letters feems to be as Har- 
ris hath given it in his additions to Ware : that 
the If ifli before their converfion were utterly unac- 
quainted with the Latin letter^, without the know- 
ledge of which the Biftiop coijfidered his new con- 
verts were incapable of readurg the Scriptures and 
other books ; and confeqiiently could not make 
fuch a progrefs in learning and religion as was ne- 
ceflary to enable them to teach their countrymen. 
This therefore was the caufe which induced that 
pious apoftle to teach the Latin alphabet to his 
converts ; who being well (killed in their native 
letters became great proficients in the Latin ele- 
ments. Even if the common opinion of the anci- 
. ent hiftorians (hould be admitted, that Cadmus 
: brought the Phenician letters into Greece which 
\ were then fixteen in number, before which time 
f the Greeks had none, yet this period being abov^ 
fifteen hundred years before the Chriftian aer|^ and 
the Phenicians having a great trade with thefe Wef- 

tern iflands with Ireland much more than Bri-r 

tain — above a thoufand years before the Incarnation, 
as the bed authors teftify, it feems incredible that 
the Phenicians (hould not in all that time have 
communicated the ule of letters to the Iri(h ; and 
that notwithftanding their continual commerce, 
the Irilh (hould be ignorant of them, till above 
four hundred years after Christ. Even our 
Spen SER is of opinion ^* that Ireland had the u(e of 
Letters very anciently and long before England j tho* 
whether they had them at their firft coming into 
the land, or afterwards, by trading with other na- 
tions which had letters, learned them of Them, or 
devifed them amongft themfelves, is very doubtful ; 
but that they had letters anciently is nothmg 
doubtful.'* 
• • . Thf 
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The original and the prefervation of theit kil-* 
guage having been accounted for, it rauft beobferv-^ 
ed of it in the general, that it not only anfwered all 
the commodious ends of fpeech, but beftowed all 
thofe decorations of harmony and expreffion which 
a great genius for poetry or oratory cau^equlre, 
in order ^ to become matter of his fubjeft and to 
charm and captivate his hearers ; for it is copious 
without luxuriance, laconic without obfcurity j 
nervous, figi^rative, and pathetic. This is fo well 
known of the writings of fome of tlieir poets, that 
a man of tafte without underftanding the language 
cannot help admiring, in a tranflation, the vivacity, 
the fublimity, and the majefty of the original, 
though it mull be greatly leffened and impaired* 
Witnefs the poems of Ossian collected in the 
Highlands or Ifles of Scotland, tranflated from this 
language, and publilhed about a year ag^C Whe- 
ther thefe poems were originally comp^fed there* 
or in Ireland, — and it is moft natural to iuppofe 
the laft, for reafons which. I have givei^ the world 
in another place [ni] — is not material t6 the prefent 
purpofe. The language is that of Ireland, and its 
energy and fublimity is very confpicuous through 
the tranflation. But this original language, through 
a great length of time and an intermixture with 
Danes and Britons, is fo much declined within 
thefe feven hundred years paft, and differs fo 
much from that which is commonly fpoken, that 
fcarce one in^an hundred, of the native Irilh can 
read, write,-or underftandit. It is therefore to be 
looked for only amongfl their early poets and their 
antiquarians, and not among the common people ; 
of wh(xn it is faid, that the provipce of Ulfter has 
the right phrafe, but not the pronunciation ; 
Munfter the pronunciation, but not the phrafe; 
Leinfter has- neither ;. and.Conaught both. : The* 

• . . famouft 

[m] Rttmadcs on tke Hift. of Fingal, &c. 176a. 
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famous Britifli antiquarian Mr. Lhuyd hath told 
us, that by collating the languages he found 
one part of the Irifti rcconcileable to the Welfti, 
and by a diligent perulal of the New Teftament 
and fbmc manufcript papers, he had a fatisfadory 
knowledge as to the affinity of the other part with 
the old Spanifti, of which he has given many in^ 
fiances : And the conclufion he draws from it is to 
the purport abovementioned, that the firft inhabi- 
tants of Ireland were Celtes who came from Gaul 
and thence into Britain, and Scythians who pafled 
thither from fome part of Spain. The former, it 
is probable, peopled the Northern and Eaftern parts 
of the ifland to which th-^ir navigation was (hort and 
fafe, , and the latter fettled in the Weft and South. 
And this accounts for the diverfity of manners, and 
dialeds between the inhabitants of the one and the 
other part ; which was common to all the other n** 
tions of Europe, and which can be owing to no^ 
thing elfe but the different colonies they were firft 
peopled with. 
Learning. It is impoffible to believe that learning and (ciencd 
■ -of any kind Ihould flourifh, whenT.the world itfcl^ 
Diflcrtat. was in its infancy : and therefore tho' we (hould 
*^ ^ ^"^ ' allow — as I think we muft — that the ufe of letters and 

OthX' ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^'y ^^ I^^^land as in any other Eu-» 
HER. ropean country, yet the philofophy, learning, and 
Smith, religion which the hiftorians bom fo much o^ from 
Pe z R o N . ^l^g firft fettlement of the Spanifli colony in this ifland^ 
^^^' may be juftly doubtedof, if not abfolutely denied* 
There is an error indeed which is common, not to 
them only, but to all writers of this fort ; which i% 
that either they do not attend to, or at leaft they 
do not mark in their wridngs, the progreflion 06 
learning and manners in the nations of which they 
write. Thus for want of niarking this progreffioD^ 
when the liriftl hiftoriaiis giye fuck pompous ac- 
oounu as they do of the great learning of their firft 
^ Ti '. ^ . Til. •. pr<?!8^rtors^ 
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progenitors, at a time that we are morally certain 
there was but little learning in the whole world, 
other people are naturally enough led to believe, 
thaf all which they fay of this kind is vain and fa* 
bulous. Had they contented themfelves with tel- 
ling us, ^ diat from their commerce with the Phe- 
" nicians and Egyptians in Spain, the colony which 
^^ came from thence into Ireland had advantages, 
*^ Ikill, and fcience fuperior to the other Celtic na- 
tions,'* which in the courfe of fome ages " pulhed 
*' their learning to the higheft pitch that Heathen 
" lights could afford ;" and after the eftabliftiment 
of Chriftianity, '' that Ireland became the emporium 
^ of knowledge and the fandluary of liberty to the 
" Weftern world ;" this would'eafily have gained . 
credit with impartial people ; and if it was disputed ^ 
or denied by others, it might without much difficul- 
ty be proved. But when it is faid " that, iii the 
infancy and moft confufed ftate of their govern-' 
ment, they never fimk into igncM^nce or barbari- 
ty/' and without marking with precifion the pro- 
greilion of letters, or diftinguifliing the periods of 
which they fpeak, when ^ the excellency of their 
** mufick, their philoibphy, their poetry, their con- 
*' ftitutions of government, and in Ihort, the 
" knowledge and fcienoes of the great ancients" 
are founded fo very high by thefe writers, indiffer- 
ent people will fulpedt that their " amor patriae" 
has tempted them to tranlgrefs the limits of truth. 
Therefore in giving .an account of the learning of 
thefe people, I would be underftood tx> carry theJ 
date of it no higher than a little before the Chrifti- 
an aera. My own countrymen may think that this^ 
is mtich too high, and the Irifh will fay that it is 
BOt high ^nough : but I write for the fake of truth 
and of inftruftion, and not for the fakd of pleafing 
either the one or the othernati^n. 

The Roman writers, it muft be owned, in the 
fxiik age of Chrifti^lity hsfve called- nhfe.feirfl bar- 
barous, 
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barous, unpolifhed, and ignorant of all virtudr/ 
But in anfwer to this it muft be obferved, that they 
filled every nation barbarous and unpolilhed wha 
had not been cultivated by their difcipline. Many 
of our own writers have fallen in with this humour 
very abfurdly, and taken them at their word. 
' Even Camden has faid, that there never was id 

Europe any knowledge of polity, or civilized man- 
ners, or of letters, but where the Romans governed. 
But this, if I may be allowed to fay it of fo great 
an authority, is talking at random, and carrying 
the matter much too far ; in the laft particular 
cfpecially. I fay it however on the teftiniony of 
pEZRON [»], 'who tells us that they cOfitemned 
other nations and efteemed all people Bdrbarianst 
that were not Greeks or Romans ; tho' thty ought 
to have called to mind, that they thenifelves not 
long before were treated in the faiti^e manner. 
"Since therefore. they value themfelves too much to 
believe, or have forgot, or rather perhaps been 
ignorant of the obligations they laid under to thofe 
whom they have called Barbarians, it is fit pofteri- 
ty Ihould know it. Even their language which 
they boafted fo much of^ a great part of it came 
neither from them nor the Grecians, as they hav€ 
fancied^ but was taken from the Celtas or Gaulsi 
The Latin names of the days of the week ar6 . 
all taken from them, of which in another 
place he gives the proofs* But further it may 
b6 obferved, that the Romans were far from being 
curious, enquirers into the the hiftory bf the na- 
tions which they conquered^ beyond the pale of the 
Grecian ftates* Witnefs the very ftrange and To- 
llman tic accouiit which the accurate Tacitus has 
given of the Jewifh nation : and when a people fo 
well known teive been fo grofly taifreprefentedby 
fuchan able hiftorian, what good account can be ex* 

pe<^ed 

[h] Antiq;of allnations^ &C; p; iSii 
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ladled of a Northern nation in the extremity of tHift i 
Weft, where not a fingle Romstn ever fet his foot f \ 

Dr..Ra YMOND, who with regatd tb Ireland is a 
much better authority than Camdeit, hath toldud 
lo]y t'hatx there is no other nation in the worlds that 
can fhcw clearer proof of their antiquity; hiftory; 
and fucceffion of their kings; -for at ^eaft tw6 
thoufand years. But fliould this author be fuf- 
pefted of partiality, Mr. Lhuyi> the Britifti an- 
tiquarian touft (land clear of that fufpicion ; and 
in the preface to his Irifli Vocabulary^ he ac- 
knowledges " that it is one of the moft ancient 
and beft preferved languages in the Weft of Eu- 
rope ; that it is better fituated f6r. being preferved 
than any other | and that he publ^lhed this work^ 
among other reaibns, that men of learning and 
other gentlemen might be the better able to read 
the Irilh poetry, hiftory, and laws> which ar^ 
ftill in being, and ought nevfer to be toft • and 
the former of which he found to be as valuable, ai 
that of any other language i;i the fame early age." 
Howfoever our Antiquarian might be (qualified 
to judge of this, T prefume nobody will doubt 
the capacity or authority of the Poet Spenser ;; 
who fays " that he had caufed divers of the com- 
pofitions of their bards to be tranflated to birri 
that he might underftand them ; and furely they 
favoured of fweet wit and good invention, but 
(killed not of the goodly ortiaments of Poetry, yet 
V7ere they fprinkled with fome pretty flowers of 
their natural device, which gaVe good grace and 
comelinefs unto them Jj>]" 

About the period which ^ I have mentioned, it 
rhay probably be truly faid, that the learning and 
(ciences of the Iri(h confifted in the ftudy of their 
laws and conftitution of government^ in perfefting 

Vol. I. H themfelves' 

[o] Iritrodudliori to me hiftory of Ireland, p. i. 
[)] Spenfefs works, p. 15, 8v6. edit. 171S' - 
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tbeitafelves in the military art, and in philofophical 
refearches. This in procefs of time, and parti- 
ciikrly in the fecond century, became the ftudy 
of their princes^ and kgiflators, as it had been before 
of their Druids and Philofophers ; of thofe in Ihort 
yAio were governors, and of thofe whofe bufinefs 
it was to inflru£t and advife them : and as fuch 
fubjefts received the moft lafting impreflions from 
the power of words and harmony of numbers, 
{o a thorough knowledge of the arts of Poetry and 
Mufick was abiblutely neceflary, and encouraged 
to a degree of extravagance. It was therefore 
incumbent on all perfqps of rank to ftudy thefe 
lu*t3, deemed of divine original, with the greateft 
care-and application ; becaufe an ignorance in thefe 
only, was judged a fufficient objection to a man's 
el^ation to^aoiy important fervices or dignities in 
the ftate, le,t hil advantages ot birth or fortune 
be ever fo great. The profeflbrs of arts and fcien- 
^^s,. wh|2ther leariled or mechanical, were confined 
to their particular . fvyidions from, father to fon 
in the fame family. This is not only true of 
their Lawyers, Phyficians, Heralds, and Artizans, 
. but likewife of their Fileahs or Philofophers, Mu- 
ficians or Bards* As wife an inftitution as this 
is thought by fome of their bcft writers, and as 
wife, as it certainly was in thofe arts which required 
nothing but knowledge and experience, Which every 
femily might communicate to their children, as in 
Law, Heraldry, Mechanicks, and perhaps Phyfic, 
yet . furely in thofe arts which depended chiefly, 
if notfolely, upon geniusj fuch as Poetry, Mufic, 
and Mathematicks, it was highly ridiculous the 
profeflbrs fliould be hereditary, unlefs genius could 
be enfured or entailed in families. The inftitution 
however, it feems, was not fo abfolutely unal- 
terable, as not to allow extraordinary merit its 
full flight upon fome occafions. But be this as 

it 
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k Avill J perhaps L:eland is the only country which 
ever made hiftory and the .learn,ed profeQions a 
national cauie ef thq utnioft import^ce to the 
ftate. . \ 
. .TheBard% which were an inferior order to the 
t)ruids, werqasf well their -hiftprians as their phi- 
lofophers and their poets 5 .for b^ore the invention 
and the ufage o( letters, Verie comnnatted to me- 
inory was in every nation the only kind of record; 
And pHERECYDES, who did not live 'till an hun- 
dred years after Homer, i$ reported to have been 
the firft who wrote in profe^ V/'hat Tacitus 
iays of the ancient Germans^ was no doubt truis 
of their brethren .in Ireland^ " that they had no 
annals or records but what Were in verfe*'. We 
are told th^ in ancient times^ as old as the days of 
the. famous Titans, the Curetes, who were their 
fjiges and philofophers, preferved the remembrance 
of their births. tb^r fucqeflions, their wars, and 
their, great 9Ai(m» interrtiixed with ibme fables^ 
by verfes and poiei^, which they could lay exadtly , 
by heart; and which they, qompivpiicated to Or- 
p,HEus and Sanchoniathon, who both wrote 
their accounts of them thirteqr^ ; hundred years, 
before the Chrillian sera. If this was a pra£tice 
{o very ancients, it is no wonder that it (hould 
he followed by all the nations of. old.. Neither is it 
any wonder in my^ opinion, if th^ Rhenicians wrote 
hiftory in fuch an early peri(^, who had great 
traffick with all- thefe. Weftern iOands a thoufand 
years before the incarnation^ that they (hould teach 
the ufe of letters to the Irifli i the wonder would 
be on the other hand if they did not* But to 
return. As the .Bards were the only people who 
delivered down Jiiftorical knowledge in the early 
ages, fo die cobu^ing and fiftion natural to poetry 
introduced that load of fable which we meet with 
npt oaahr in the Irifli but in all other ancient hiftory* 
Hz *^The 
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" The wonderful tales which they told, and the 
melody with which they acoMnpanlcd thtoi, mide 
thefe people the delight of the fiiliple £^es : and 
their knowledge of things both natural and divine, 
gave them a gireat afcendant over the fpirit and 
belief of their contemporaries. A man who has 
it in his power to charm our ears, entertain our 
fancies, and inftruft us in the hiftory of our ari- 
ceftors, who informs his wondering audience of 
the fecret compofition and hidden harmony of 
the univerfe, of the order of the feifons and 
tbe obfervation of days, fuch a man cannot mife 
of efteem and attention [a]" That this was 
the condudt of the ancient Irifh appears from 
the teftimony of all their writers. 

Not only their Druids, but their Bards, who 
were alfo their phibfopherS and hiftorianS, were e3i-" 
dewed by the government and chf$f families ; and 
that they might not be under the neceffity of at-*^ 
tending to the cares of any other than htefary 
ciccupations, they were provided for in the moft 
ample manner : 'for, befides occafional bcnefeftions, 
they were allowed a fufficient patrimony in fee, 
which was to continue hereditarily in their families 
from age to age. It is highly probaUe, that, as 
Ireland had the life of arts and fdences, and was 
known by its commerce earlier than the Britifti 
ifles, frequent recourfe was had hither for inftruc- 
tion in them, by . Its neighbours in the heathen as 
well as in the Chriftian times. A paflagein Dio- 
DORUs SicuLus, quoted by Dh Smith in his 
hiftory of Cork, in which thdre is an account of a 
northern ifland, little lefs than Sicily, fituated over 
againft the Celtasi, feenrs to warrailt this conjecture. 
" The account is, that it is fruitful, pleafant, and 
dedicated to Apollo ; that that God for the fpace 
of nineteen years ufed to come and converfe with 

them; 

[a] Life of Homer^ p. 104. 
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them ; and, which is more remarkable, they could, 
as if they had the ufe of telefcopes, fliew the moon 
very near them, and difcover therein mountains, 
&c. They had a large grove and temple of a round 
form to which the priefts frequejitly reported with 
their harps to chaunt tKe praifes of Apollo their 
great Deity. They had a Jan^age of their own, 
but fome Greeks had been in the ifland, and pre- 
fented valuable gifts to this temple with Greek in- 
fcriptions on thern j ^d one Abbaris, who be- 
came afterwards a difciple of Pythagoras, went 
hence into Greece and contraded an intimacy with 
the Delians". This is the paffage as he hjith ex- 
trafted it, and his obfervations on it are thefe. 
" The fituation of this ifland oppofite to the Celtae 
who were the inhabitants of Gaul and Britain, its 
being compared to Sicily in fize, its being cjedicar 
ted to Apollo, that is the fun, which the Irifti 
worfliipped, the defcription of their temples and the 
mention of their harps, thefe are are all fp many 
concurring circumftances, which feeq;i more than 
probable that this could be no other than Ireland : 
And if the learned of this ifland, who were then the 
ancient Druids of it, could as with telefcopes ftiew 
the moon nearer, it may be fuppofed that they had 
made a ^rea^er progrefs in thofe fciences ^han is 
generally irnagined. It is alfo very rernarkable 
that they have a tradition at Lifm.ore, where was 
anciently a celebrated fchool, of feveral Greeks 
having ftudied there in former times. It is more- 
over to be obferved, th^t the nineteen years conr 
verfe with Apollo which is the cycle of the fun, 
the notion of the moon's opacity and of it§. rpoun- 
tains, rocks, &c. (hew them to have been no bad 
aflronomcrs.". It muft be not conceale4 hpwever, 
that this paflage from.DioDORus is quoted alfo by 
Mr, Rowland in nis hiftory of Anglefea, and ap- 
plied by him to that ifland : and yet th^t ifland is fo 

- }f 3 much 


V, V 


75 


76 INTRODUGTipN. 

much inferior to Sicily in extent, as that it does not 
feem probable to be meant in it ; and the paflage 
is applied undoubtedly with greater reafon to Ire- 
land, of which it appears to be an exadt defcrip- 
tion. 

Befides the fchool of Lifmore there were an- 
f:iently many others, of that fort which are properly 
called Acadamies, in which all kind of fciences^ 
as well as languages were taught ; and to which 
the Britilh, Saxons and Gayls, as well as Irifti, re- 
forted for their learning. There ip no account of 
any fo . early as that of Lifmore j and next to that 
the mofl: ancient and eminent was at Ardmagh 
where St, Patrick built a city, arid where die 
chief ftudy of learning was afterwards held ; and 
the names of fome that were readers there in the 
time of the Danes, we are told by Sir J. Ware, 
are yet extant, as relicks of its ancient l^endor. 
The academy at Clonard was founded by Fin A n^ 
who flouriflied in j:he year five hundred and thirty, 
about an hundred years after the introduction of 
Chriftianity : and we may form fbme Idea of the 
, llate of it from the vaft concourfe of foreigners that 

reforted to it./ Our venerable Bede acknowledges 
{b)y " that many of the Englilh nation of all ranks 
and denominations in the time of Biftiop Finan^ 
leaving their own native country retired to Ireland, 
that they might devote themfelves in a mpre effec- 
tual manner, either to the reading and feidying di- 
vinity, or to a more ftrift and continent life. Thofq 
of a more aftive genius frequented the fchools, 
receiving inflruftionb with pleafure, and purfuing 
the knowledge of divinity with unwearied diligence^ 
3A.11 thefe the Irifh readily and chearfuUy enter-: 
tained, maintaining . them at free coft, procuring 
for them fuch books as were neceflary to the profe, 
cution of their ftudies,' an4 defraying the expences 

' (*; Hiftory Ecclef. lib. k c. a?. 
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of their education/' They not only taught at home, 
but they fent their miffionaries into the continent, 
fct up fchools in thoie parts, and laid the foundati- 
on of the mod flourilhing univerfities in Europe. 
In fliort Ireland was the prime feat of learning 
to all Chriftendom, and there our Alfred, and 
other prinqps had their education. But the incur- "* 
fion of the Danes in the eighth century, and the 
feries of war between them and the Irifti for almoft 
three hundred years, -put an end to the cultivation 
of arts and fciences. It is not therefore till more 
modern times, in the year thirteen hundred and 
thirteen, that we hear of any more academies or 
Schools, when the Archbilhop of Dublin applied 
to the Pope for a bull for founding anUniverfity of 
fcholars at Dublin, which on his death in the (ame 
year was renewed and founded by his fucceffor : the . 
ilatutes of which are given us by Sir J. Wars., 
But the UniverjGty, for want of fufficient mainte- 
nance, by degrees came to nothing. The fame 
fate, and for the fame, reafon, had another erefted 
at Tredagh, now called Drogheda, by authority of 
Parliament in the year thirteen hundred and fixty'* 
five, and endowed with the privileges enjoyed at 
Oxford. The honour of the tJniverfity of Dublin 
was at length reftored by C^een Elizabeth, of 
which I have giveff a fufficient account already. 

As theBriton3 and Hibernians had the feme origi- , 
nal, fo in their religion it is proUtfale they were not ^ '^'*^°' 
very different. But as the Druids, who had almoft the o Fla- 
fole managejment of all public affairs in thefe iflands, herty. 
never committed any of thei/ polity to writing, at ^.t,^^* 
Icaft in legible charafters, th^re is- very little handed f^^^^^^' 
down concerning the religioii of thefe ancient peo- Anojiym. 
pie. This much however Teems to be pretty clear, Univ.Hift 
that it had a near ri^femblance, if it was not the Vfery Petty. 
fame, with the principles and the worlhipof the^^"^^^- 
Gauls their progenitors, deduced from thofc of the 
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old Ccltae, What this original Celtic religioi^ 

was, wc learn not only from the Irifli hiftory, 

but from the concurrent teftimony of foreign 

fiuthors alfo, that it was the fame with 

that of the old patriarchs. They worfliipped one 

fupreme being, not in temples but in groves \ 

which being open at the top and fides, were in their 

ppinion more acceptable to the divine and uncon- 

fined bemg whom they adored. They believed a 

future ftate of rewards and punifliments iuitable 

to their behavicmr . here : theV offered viftims to 

the Deity, and celebrated forae feftivals in honour of 

him ; and in moft things obferved a great fimplici- 

ty in their religious rites. This is a fhort and con- 

cife fyftem, which it is probable the old Celtae 

brought with them from Gaul into Britain, and 

yrhich came thence with the firft inhabitants into 

Ireland ; *till the fair face of religion became 

clouded and obfcured, as well as in other nations, 

by Idolatry and impious rites. 

There are many remains of ancient altars 
(till to be feen in many parts of the ifland ; 
which from the rude unhewn ftones with 
>vhich they were built, and which from the 
manner in which they ar^ placed, afford an al- 
inoft certain conjedlure ihat they were intended 
for facrifice ; agreeable to the antediluvian practices 
founded upon Abel's offering the firftlings of 
his flock. There is a paffage in the book of Exodus 
yhich countenances ' this conjefture. *^ If thoii, 
\yilt niake me an altar of ftone, thou ftialt not build 
it of hewn ftpne ; for, if thou lift thy tool upon it, 
thou has polluted it."^ This is probably a repeti- 
tion qf the old original law, which the Patriarchs 
no doubt ob(eyed, and which the nations defgended 
from them very naturally followed in imitation of 
^heif example, T^^efe altars therefore, upon this 
' fuppofitipn> 
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ftippofition, are tcx) great a mark of the origin and 
antiquity of the firft inhabitants of this country to b,e 
contradidled ; notwithftanding the prevailing hu- 
mour of calling it in queftion here in England. But 
to thefe may be added rriany columns or pillar 
flones, which are generally at no great djftance from 
the altars, ufually from fix to nine feet liigh, and 
about ten feet in circumference ; which are fiippo- 
fed, like thofe mentioned in Scripture to have 
been eredled either as meniorials or records to per- 
jpetuate the remembrance of fome great tranfaftir 
on, or as pjaces of private worlhip. Of the firfl: 
fort are the pijlars of Rachae^. and Absalom^ 
and of the latter is Jacob's pillar. Xh^f^ are like^ 
wife heaps of coped flones difperfed In feveral parts j 
fome of them fmall and others extremely large, 
which feem to bave been applied to difFe^-ent ufes^, 
^He former are fuppofed to have been originally 
the graves of men ; accordipg to a cuftpm which 
prevailed arnong the Ifraeht^s mentioned in th^ 
book of Jos H u a . Thje larger fort are thought to 
have been either tlae burial places of fome great 
commanders, like the funeral pile of Hector, or 
— in my opinion more truly from the pillars near 
therq — as the monuments ot ancient facrifices, 
the pofitive rites of religion and worlhip in the early 
times; vi?hich v^ere principally infl:itv\ted for the eftar 
blilhment of covenants and federal fandion^ both 
public and private, like that bet ween X-aba^ and 
Jacob mentioned in hdy w^jt,/ 

There is nothing ynreafgnable in fuppofing, that; 
the old Celtse, whp came into Britain in a very ear- 
ly age after the difperfion of mankind and thence 
into Ireland, might have brought with them an imi-s 
tation of this primitive pattern, as well as the lan- 
guage, and have derived the cuftom of heaping 
ftones frorii one and the fame original ; the patri- 
archal pra<^ife founded on the ftatyes of the fqns 
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of Noah. It muft be obfervcd that Mr, Row^ 
L AND [r] has judged it to be unreafonable to fup^ 
pofe that the larger heaps or carneadds, with their 
Handing pillars that they have generally near them, 
are any other than the remaining marks and evi- 
dences of that religious ceremony and cuftom re- 
corded by MosEs in the cafe of Labaii and Ja- 
cob, and pradifed alfo m other countries. The 
reader fliall hear how he eftablilhes this opinion. 
** In the firfl: place, the adjuftment of perfonal and 

Erovincial rights and properties, by fo facred and 
inding an eftablifliment as this (eems to have 
been, was as neceflary, and confequendy as likely, 
to have been conveyed into and made ufe of among 
thefe communities and fettlements, as in thofe 
countries where Moses has fo particularly defcri- 
bed it. In the next place, why Ihould thefe heaps 
and carneadds agree fo exaftly in their make and 
pofitions with the defcription that Moses gives of 
the others in the land rtF Haran ? And how Ihould 
the columns and pillar ftones be placed generally 
near their heaps, as thofe defcribed by Moses 
were, if both the cuftoms did not proceed from 
one and the fame . original, the patriarchal prac- 
; tife" ? 

But this patriarchal way of worlhip, the old his- 
torians of Ireland inform us, lafted no longer there 
than 'till the hundredth year after the arrival of the 
fepanifh colony, when, in conformity to the cuf: 
toms of other nations, idolatry was introduced ; in 
which they probably made ufe of the fame altars 
for their bloody expiatory facrifices. In thefe days 
of heathenifm they wormipped Belus or Bel, as' 
the ancient Britons alfo did, as God of the fun or 
fire ; as well as the Gods of mountains and rivers. 
. They worftiipped the God Be l by confecrated fires 
on every firfl: day of their fummer ; and in confor-' 
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jnity tothis cuftom, their dvit day of May is at this 
time called ** Bell-tinne", or the fire of Bel. 
Though we are told hy Caesar and other wri- 
ters, that the Deities of the Gauls and Britons were 
much the fame, which were likewife thofe of the 
Irifh, and that the Druids had the direction of all 
yeligious concerns among the former, yet it appears 
from fome of the old Irifli records, that, their 
pruids h^d not fo much power and authority as the 
pthers in Gaul and Britain ; that they were lefe 
fcrupulous in the ancient rules of , their profeffion ; 
and that they cornmitted many of theirmyfteries and 
obfervations to writing : but then it was in obfcure 
characters unknown to the vulgar, which was much 
the fame as trufting them to tradition among them- 
felves. Of the works of thefe Druids, fuppofed by St. 
!p A T R I c K to be dedicated to the fervice of idolatry, 
no fewer than an hundred and eighty trafts, we are 
told, were at his inftance committed to the flames. 
This was the firft deftrudtion of the remains and 
monuments of learning in that unfortunate ifland, 
owing equally to zeal and ignorance. 

There is a paifage in the " Enquiry into the 
Life of Homer" which confirms this .account 
of the Irilh Druids. The polite and ingenious 
author of that work, fpeaking of the ancient king- 
doms of Aflyria, Egypt, and Phenicia, tells us, 
that a great part of the adminiftratidn having been 
brought into the hands of the facred order, they 
took all poflible rnethods to keep up their authori- 
ty, and aimed at nothing more than the raifing their 
reputation for wifdom and knowledge. This ren- 
ijered them at firft envious of their difcoveries, and 
then at pains to find out methods how to tranfinit 
them to their defcendents without imparting then> 
to the vulgar. . Here then was the origin of allegory 
find fable ;— — nor did they ftop at this, but as a » 
fecond wrapper,^ and a remedy agajnft the growing 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the country, they invented or bor- 
rowed a new charadler for writing thefe allegories, 
which they called Holy Letters, becaufe they 
mull be known by none but the priefts, nor ufed 
by them but' in divine matters.— —It is true there 
was as yet no feparation of wifdom : the philofo- 
pher and the divine, the legiflator, and the poet 
were ail united in the fame perfon ; and ftlence and 
fuperftition made a neceflary part of their inftituti- 
ons [d],*' It hath already been obfervied, that the 
Celtiberi who came into Ireland from Spain, had an 
early commerce with the Phenicians, whofe Druids 
Dr. Black WELL (peaks of in this paflage ; and 

from them this cuftom and this art of writing 

practifed by the Druids neither of Gaul nor Britain 

"• might be derived. That this cuftom was in 

Ireland is further confirmed by Ware, who fays 
that, befides the vulgar charader^ the ancient Irifli 
ufed divers occult forms and arts of writing, which 
they called Ogam, wherein they writ their feveral 
concerns ; of which charafter he found very much 
in an ancient parchment book which he had," 
•. The name of their Ecclefiafticks was derivecj 
from the Celtic word ** Deru," which fignifies an 
oak ; either becaufe their dwellings and temples 
were in groves of thofe trees, or becaufe. the mifle- 
to, which grows upon the oak, was looked upon 
among tliem as a very facred thing, and the great- 
eft bleifing the Gods could give them. The account 
which we have from Caesar [^], of their office, 
order, learning, and }urifdi6tion, (hews an exadt 
conformity between the Celtic and Phenician Druids 
abovementioned. He tells us " that they have a fupe- 
rintendent or head Druid to whom they are all fiib- 
jeft, and upon whofe dece^fe the moft worthy fuc- 
ceeds him ; but if there happen to be feveral candi- 
dates, 

• 
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dates, the elecStion is decided by a majority of 
votes, and fdnietifties by the fword. Once a year 
they have a general rendezvous at a confecrated 
place fet apart for that purpofe, which lies in the 
midft of Gaul 5 vj^hither all fuch flock as have any 
controverfies to decide, andfubmit to their decrees. 
This'difcipline, it is thought, was firft inftituted in 
Britain, and from thence transferred to Gaul ; be- 
caufe thofe who defire to be perfect matters of their 
art took a voyage thither to le^rn it. But with all 
due fubmiflion to fo great an authority, it feeitis to 
me very abfurd to fuppofe, that as the Britons, by 
his own and by all other accounts, were originally 
inhabitants of Gaul, they ftiould be more perfedt f 
in their notions and principles of religion than the J 
people from whom tney fprung. It appears niore ? 
probable that the Britons had learned this fyfiem 
irom their defcendehts the Irilh, communicated to 
tjiem by their new countrymen the Spaniards >. 
who, according to moil hiftorians, were poflefled 
of aU the virtues of the ancient Celtic nation, and 
among whom that religion particularly prevailed. 
. The Druids were not only at the head of religi- 
on, to whom belonged the care of their public and 
private facrifices and the interpretation of their jnyf- 
teries, but they were held in fuch great veneratidrt 
among the people, that they had alfo the arbitration 
of all their differences, They not only prefided at 
their religious rites, but no jSublic tranfaftion paP 
fed without their approbation^ nor was the greatefl: 
malefadtor put to death without their confent.- 
Whateveroffence was committed among the people, 
whether it related to life or property or poffeflion, 
thefe were the judges ^hat were to determine : and 
whofoever refufed to fubmit to their determination, 
whether he was lord or vaflal, they excluded frorrt 
partaking of their public worfhip. They were not 
only the moft noble and confiderable people of their 
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countiT, to whofe care was committed the educati- 
on of their youth and the king's and prince's children^ 
but as it was a notion prevalent in thofe times that- 
they had a communication with the Gods by way of 
divination, foothfaying, and the magic art, fo the 
ancients efteemed them as magicians and enchan- 
ters, of which there are many inftances in the Irifli 
hiftory. To them alfo was afcribed the knowledge 
of the ftars, of nature, and philofophy; which 
entitled them to theprofeflionof aftronomers, phy- 
fician% and legiflators. In (hort they were held in 
fuch efteem in thofe dark and fimple ages, and their 
authority was fo great, that it frequently exceeded 
that of their Sovereigns themfelvgs. A late Irifli 
writer, already mentioned, hath told us that this 
proftitution of their liberties never prevailed to fo 
High a degree in Ireland as in other Celtic countries j 
which he attributes to the conftant ufe of letters a- 
mong the people, and to the free and happy genius 
of the laity for examining into the reafon of rfiings. 
It is certain that there were fome da\ynings of a no- 
ble fpirit of liberty and of found philofophy there, 
before the introduction of Chriftianity ; which exert- 
ed itfelf in oppofition to their abfurd and corrupt 
fyftem of idolatry and polytHeifm^. ^ But what the 
particular religion of this country was, more than 
paganifm in the worfhip of Be l and the Gods of 
mountains and rivers, there are no remains which 
enable us to difcover. 

Tho* the whole ifland was not converted to chrif* 
tianity till about the year four hundred and thirty 
by St. Patrick, yet it is a great error tofuppofe, 
as many do, that there were no body of Chriftiana 
here before that period. This is not however a 
pfroper place for the difcuflion of that point, and 
the reader muft be referred for it to the hiftory. 
It will be fufficient to obferve here, that tho' the 
Chriftian religion had got footing in this ifland in • 
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ibme particidar places, yet the generality of the 
people continued under paganifin, 'till St. Patrick 
and his coadjutors by their zeal and diligence con- 
verted all the Irifli. So rapid a progrefs was hard- 
ly ever known in any other land. The country 
was filled with bifhops, priefts, arid religious 
houfes : the monks difperfed themfdves into every 
corner ; and no place was more celebrated for the 
lanftity and learning of its.feveral monaftic orders* 
The retieats which they pitched upon, they cleared 
and cultivated with their own hands ; they fafted 
and prayed without intermillion, and preached 
more by their example than their precept. Hence 
the name of the " Sacred Ifland," or the Ifland of 
Saints, was^ given to it. There were no lels than 
three hundre4 and fixty monafteries, abbeys, and 
other religious houfes, built and founded in it ; be-- 
lides many others that were eredked in the infancy 
of their Chriflianity, and afterwards converted into 
parifli churchep. 

The religion of thofe times, from the reception 1 
of the gofpel 'till the reformation, was^ according 
to the Archbiftiop Usher, ^ in fubftance the very 
fame with that which now is maintained therein-** 
It muft be obferved that he fpeaks here of the fun- 
damental points ot dodlrine that are in contrqverfy 
between us and the church of Rome at this day, 
and not of matters of inferior note ) much lefe of 
ceremonies and fuch other things as appertain to 
the difcipline of the church. In thefe, I believe, 
Ireland conformed generally to. the cuftoms of 
Rome; though. without that fubmiffion to his holi-» 
nefs, *till the Englifh conqueft, which it afterwards 
acquiefced in. They fearched the Scriptures, and 
from thence drew the rule of their faith and prac- 
tice : they were ftrangers to purgatory and prayers 
for the dead ; and had no one general form of di- 
vine fervice : they were ignorant of the mafe, and 
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J thb wonderful do<ftrine of ttanfubftiaritiatibfi, con^ 
feflion, penance, and the celibacy of the cfergy i 
their monks were religious indeed, and not merely 
in name ; far fronl the pride and idlenefs and 
hypocrify of their fucceffors, they got their living 
by the labour of their hands. Nay Pope Adri an 
himfelf, in the inftrUment of authority which he 
gave Henry the Second, to invade and conquer 
Ireland, alledges, as one of the motives^ that he 
might enlarge the borders of the chiirch -, wEich 
plainly (hews that it was not then 1n*"ConTormity 
to the See of Rome. Therefore whatever changes 
for the better this country might undergo by 
the Englifti conqueft, the change in religion wai 
not one of them ; and Ireland became fbbjeft 
to the papal tyranny and ufurpation for feveral 
ages, 'till the reformation in England fet it free- 
Since that time^ like England too, it has been 
divided into Proteftants and Papifts, though with 
much lefe fuccefs in renouncing the errors ot. 
popery. For the latter have hitherto had fo much 
the afcendant with regard to numberi^, that iri 
fbme counties there dre ten 6r twelve Papifts to 
one Proteftant ; and in the extent off iiiany large 
parifhes fcarce ten of the latter are td be found: 
3But jaking the ifland in general, the nuftiber of 
Proteftants hath encreafed fo much of late year^^ 
that a proportion of three to eight is at thi$ day 
computed to be the nuiherical balance betweeri 
Proteftants and Papifts in that kingdom. Th^ 
Papifts indeed for the moft part are of the low-^ 
eft rank, yet Papifts they are ftill, under th6 
unbounded direction and government of theif 
priefts, who are in general very deficient in learn- 
ing except in Latin; in which they read d great deal 
of the lives of their faints, and the fabulotls ftorieji 
of their country. Thofe among theni who are 
j[)romoted to titular bifhopricks are chiefly men 6f 
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I Irifll families, but the infericQr cler^ are 
Trom the loweft of the people^ Fbr it is no un- 
comhion diing — al; I am infomied — to meet 
with many boys oft the road, under the title of 
poor fchokrs, begging for money to buy books i 
who after getting a very litt te learning are ordaiHed, 
land then fent to ftudy ^their courfe of philofophy 
abroad. Their {^reaching is rather to terrify theii^ 
people with dreadful flories, than to perfuade then! 
by reafon or the ScriJJtures. There are a race of 
men who, tho' dead in law, yet live, and will live in 
Ireland as long as their religion lives there ; and 
whb, inftead of being a clo^ and incumbrance to 
the ftate as they now are, might by fome prudent 
regulations be made of advantage to it. The great 
Itims which their people pay them, and pay theni 
more punctually than they do their refits, con-* 
fidering the number of Priefts, Friars, Monafteries^ 
Bifhops, and Archbifhops, tend to impoverifh their 
hity inconceivably : and if their titular . Bifliops 
and Archbifliops were removed efFeftually out 
of the ifland, and their Priefts were tolerated and 
paid oy-tne government mftcad of receiving dues, 
oblations, or fees from the poor papifb, on con- 
dition that each of them kept one or two loomsi 
at work conflantly in their houfes, they could have 
no reafon to complain of fevcrities, and it might 
fecure their affedlions arid iiiterefts to the flate. 

The richer and better educated atiiong the laity, 
are (uch catholicks as are of that rank in other 
countries ; that is, they conform to the popular 
jfuperftition, but believe, or at leaft conjedure> 
that things are not a& they ftiould be. But what-* 
ever may be the cafe with others, of thefe it may be 
truly faid, that they are every day lefs violent 
in their opinions^ and lefs bigotted than they ufed 
to be : and indeed they are generally addidted 
to the popi(h religion, not through the force of 
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opinions and doftrines, (o much ^ from long habit 
and cuftom and the prgudices of education. How- 
ever living fo much among the Proteftants, and 
converfing more with them than moft Papifts 
do in other countries^ has introduced a latitude 
among them of thinking more charitably of our fal- 
vation, and more flightly of the authority and in - 
fallibility of the Pope, than any other body of 
catholicks whatever. The bipod which they have 
loft, and forfeiture of their lands and liberties 
which has entailed upon them many miferies, have 
at laft pretty well cured them of their political 
and religious madnefe: and indeed the greateft. 
part of their gentry, who are diftinguiftied tor their 
fortune or underftanding, have within thefe laft 
threefcore years renounced the errors of the church 
q{ Rome: 

The poor ciatholicks, who are extremely igno- 
rant indeed, feem, in adhermg to their religion, 
to obey their chief men and heads ot families 
in their neighbourhood rather than their Maker* 
They treat an oath on a proteftant bible as a trifle, 
and are upon that account become a proverb of 
reproach : but of all oaths they think themfelves 
moft at liberty to take a land oath, as they call 
it ; that is, to prove a deed which is forgai for 
pofleffion of eftates, or releafes for payment of 
rent. In ancient time, their manner of fwearing 
in any debate before their Brehons, was by the 
head, hands, life, or health of their lord or prince ; 
which is a cuftom that feems to have been derived 
from the Egyptians, as we may conclude from 
Joseph's fwearing by the life of Pharaoh. This 
was in ufe alfo among the Chriftians of the Eaft 
and Weft, and continued longer perhaps in Ireland 
than other places. At this time, in general they 
look upon no oath as binding but on a crucifix, 
or fomething in the ftiape ot a crofe, cfpecially 
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if it is of iron ; the putting the fingers only acrofs 
will fometimes anfwer the end* It might therefore 
be no bad expedient^ in order to come at the truth 
from thefe people, if in their; own, and in our 
courts of juftice, after the oath had been adminifter- 
ed in the ufual form, and with much njore fblemnity 
than it isj they were alfo fworn upon a crucifix 
before they were permitted to give evidence. They 
have a great opinion of holy wells, rocks^ and caves^ 
which have been the cells or rec^tacles of reputed 
faints. They are in general very regardlefs of 
death ; and though not io much as in former 
times, yet flill . addided greatly to fuperftition. 
They are extremely illiterate, but yet they are 
fenfible of the hardlhips which their priefts and 
popery bring upon them : for though they cannot 
fee thefe things in {peculation, yet they can feel ; 
and as their fpiritual taxes are numerous, and 
in proportion to their little fubftance 'are very ' 
heavy, io they perceive how they are fleeced to 
fupport their ^iritual fathers in a dominion 
over them. 

Whatever low opinion we entertain in England \ 
. of the underftanding of thefe people — and a very } 
erroneous opinion it is — it muft be owned that . 
they are more docile, and lefs obftinate and violent 
in their natural diipofition, than either the Welch 
or Scotch ; and had the fame care and application 
been ufed to convert the Irifh, which we muft be 
fenfible took place in Wales and Scotland, their re- 
ligious differences in Ireland would have been long 
fince extinguished ; the wars^ and maifacres and 
JDaniftiments which flowed from them would have 
been prevented ; and the many millions which 
it hath coft England for their redudlion would have 
been faved. But that opportunity and fome others, 
fince have been loft, not only to the prejudice of 
the proteftant religion, but to the diminution of' 
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the greatne& and the ftrength of Ireland, and in its 
confequence of Britain. The bufinefs now of the 
l^flature is to make the beft ufe they can of the 
means that are in their power to remedy this evil ; 
and ViU it can be remedied— which will require tinie 
and prudence, as well as zeal — not to turn the dif- 
couragements which the laws have laid the Papifts 
Under, againft the public intereft ; and not to noake 
them, as they are now, lefs ufeftil fubjeds than 
they might be. For inftance : Whereas perma- 
nency of tenure, ftable property, and even dura- 
ble fecurity in land or money are at prefent prohi- 
bitai the Irifli Papifts by law, which obliges them 
to keep dieir lands wafte inftead of improving them, 
(in order to prevent, as much as poffible, any 
temptation to leafes in reverfion, which Proteftants 
only can take) w6uld it not be more for the public 
intereft, to allow all thofe who would take an oath 
of allegiance to the government, the fame privileges 
which are allowed to Papifts in Proteftant gpvem- 
maits abroad ; the {ame in fliort which King Wil- 
li am left them, fo much to his own glory, and fo 
much to the peace and happinefe of this country ? 
By giving them an intereft in lands, they would not 
only be led frcMii that lazy depopulating Tartar life 
of pafturage, which would be evidently for the 
public intereft, but it would alfo be a fecurity to 
government, in their having fomething to lofe by a 
change of ftate ; and if we permitted them to have 
a loan in the hands of government, they would have 
fomething to lofe by a change of conftitution. The 
people of Ireland therefore have afted as impolitick- 
ly with regard to the Papifts, as the people of Eng- 
land have done with regard to Them : they have 
both purfued the bufinefs of reftraint, becaufe they 
had power and refentment on their fide, beyond its 
proper limits, to their own apparent difadvantage. 

It 
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It is high time that both fhould fee their error, and 
corred it. 

The religion which has continued to be eftablifli- 
ed an^ong the Irilh from the acceffion of Qiieai 
Elizabeth, in point of doArine, difcipline, and 
worftiip, is exadly the fame as the Church of Eng- 
knd J which in all thofe refpefts may be faid with- 
out any partiality, to be the beft and pureft religion 
cftabliftied in the world. Here alfo as in England, 
through wcakneft of mind or prejudice of educa- 
tion are diffenters of all denominations : and their 
number is not inconfiderable. But it would be well 
for the fafety and profperity of this ifland, if die 
whole body of Proteftants in the feveral counties 
would unite with zeal and firmnefs in the fupport 
and encreafe of the Proteftant working fchools that 
have been eredted ; in order to extirpate the Popilh 
principles from the minds of every riling generation, 
and to inure them to labour and honeft induftry. 
For though favour and indulgence fhould be allow-* 
cd to Papifl^, upon the princijdes of policy as well 
as religion, yet upon the fame principles it will ap- 
pear, that the intereft of Proteftants fhould never 
be out of fight. The inflitution of thefe fchools by 
the Royal Charter, will be far more produftive of 
national morality, and are more confiftent .with the 
meek and benevolent temper of Chriftianity, than 
reftridtivepenal flatutes. Befides, they will abolifh 
gradually in their natural courfe, the great number 
of Popifh holidays, on whiqh fome hundred thou- 
^d working hands are kept idle, and the labour 
and profit of them loft to the publick flock for a 
confiderable part of the y?ar, the very harvefl not 
excepted.^ This damage, little as it is obferved, 
upon a (m calculation appears an aflonifhing draw- 
back from the wealth arid flkength of the nation j 
which, as it grows chiefly from labour, fb it muft 
languilh with the decreafe of it. 
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^^ ^ The government of Ireland was at firft dividedy 
' after the manner of the ancient Gauls, into fever al 
Keat- petty ftates, with a head or king elefted oyer each 
I NO. of them i and fometimes they had the chief com^ 
O Fl4- niaqd over the whole by turns. This was a kind of 
Ware government which they derived probably from the 
Petty, patriarchs, and was extremely comfiftent with the 
Diflertat. eflence and genius qf true liberty. For when the 
Anonym, various neceflities of fociety required a fubordinati- 
Hu"c H - ^^' together with fome ftated maxims to go by, in 
I N SON. order to. avoid the promifcuous intercourfe and con- 
\Vai.sh, fufion in a ftate of nature, the people elefted the 
molt: wife and able to condudt them in times 
of war, and in more auipicious ieafons to protedt 
and govern them. But thefe feyeral independent 
ilates were continually at variance with each other 
upon many different ficcQunts, as we (hall fee in the 
pourfe of their hiftory ; and which is well enough 
attefted, when ftripped of all its fabje, to afcertain 
that fadt. The people w^re divided into four ranks 
or cbffes, ; the firft cpnfifted of their, great men or 
nobles, out of which they chofe th^ir lyings ; the 
iecond clafe contained their druidsj b^rds, and men 
of letters ; in the third were the tradefmen or 
common people i and from all thefe, the different 
orders of the Ibldiery, which corpppfed the fourth 
cla(s, were taken. We are authorized by Li v y, 
^nd by hiflorians much rnore ancient, tp give the 
title of Kings tp fuch heads ox chiefs, though they 
were probably no qther than fuch as the Indian 
Kings, or Lor^s pf manors in England ; as Kings 
pf Qphaly, Kings of Limerick, Kings of Cork &a 
^d the. chief monarch himfelf, tp whpn^ thefe were 
ill ^.m^ijner fubjei^; h$cJ ho other land at .firft than 
.he gpt pofleffipn pf. Thus the bounds of th^ar tcr^ 
f itpfiip? were §very day altered by force i and every 
pnRcij^lity was diminiihed ox ^rged, acqorduig 
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to the power and fortune of him that held it. But 
after the eftabliftiment of the Milefian race, the 
chief in abilities and martial ikill of the Royal fa- 
mily was ele(fted to govern the whole nation, with 
the aid and concurrence of the provincial Kings : 
however, except in times of war, their power was 
verjr limited j and reverence to the throne was ob- 
tained rather through fubmifEon to fuperior power 
and abilities, than from the terrors pf the pomp of 
magiftracy. 

There were particular folemn and fignificant 
jites at the inauguration of every King m all the 
provinces of Ireland. The feveral eftates of the 
country met together at the top of a hill ; and the^ 
aflembly bemg full, one of the chief men rofe up, 
and (landing in the midft with a ftrait white wand 
without any knots in his hand, he advanced to the 
new eledled king and addreffed him in this man- 
ner : " Receive the aufpicious enfign of your dig- 
nity, and remember to imitate in your life and go- 
vernment th^ whitenefs, ftraitnefs, and unknotti- 
nefs of this rod ; to the end that no evil tongue 
may'afperfe the candor of your adlions with black- 
neft, no corruption pervert your juftice, nor any 
ties of friendihip make it partial. . Take therefore 
upon you ia a lucky hour the government of this 
people, and exercife the power given you hereby 
with all f;-eedonQi and fecurity.'* Thefe words be- 
ing fpoken, he delivered the rod into the king's 
hand, and thefolemnity was at an end. It may be 
concluded,. I think, with Harris, that if thefe 
petty kings oiF provinces were initiated into their 
refpedtive governments by fugh ceremonies as 
thefe, theji the fupreme Monarch of Ireland muft 
probably have been inaugurated by more auguft 
folemnities j but whether by unftion, or coronati- 
on, n€k monuments, remain, more than their con- 
ftantly wearing a crown in the field of battle, to 
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give us any light. Thefe provincial governments 
were regulated by their own local ordmances ; anc) 
the Sovereign, aiter paying his ftipulated tribute 
to the monarch of Ireland, was fcarceiy fubfervient: 
to his authority on any other occafion. He was ac- 
countable indeed for the chief part of his conduct: 
to his own conftituents ; who always referved to 
themfelvcs the power of choofing or depofing their 
provincial kings. They were ooiiged nowcver to 
cleft them out of the royal line, and to eleft none 
but fuch a9 were of mature age. 

The revenue of the monarch was divided into 
three branches ; the firft confifted in certain things 
>vhich the princes or ftate$ fupplied them with 
for the fupport of their houftiold j fuch as corn, 
hay, and cattle, which were ufually paid iii 
Jcind : the fecond was the produce of the der 
meffae lands of the crown annexed to it for pub- 
lic ufes : and the third branch confifted in tax-? 
es laid on the people on j^refling occaiions by 
the affemblies. Every provincial Sovereign was 
not only hinifelf a king, but he had as mainy 
Icings under him as thei'e were fepts or heads of 
families of diftinftion or eftate j there being no 
other titles of honour among them : And thefe 
^miniftered juftice to all p^rfons belonging tq 
kheir tribe or diftridl by a privilege that was he- 
reditary 1 for which purpoife they had each of 
ihem their Brehon or %er retained in their 
families, like the ftewards of our le^ and baron 
9Qurt5. Thqs the regal, the noble and the po- 
pular orders, had their refpeftive attributes and 
Jmit^tions of po\Yer and authority : the two lat- 
ter chofe their own chiefs and deputies, and 
thefe laft a King out of the royal Milefian fa- 
pily. and ^o other ; and to prevent the fatal 
^ffela pf a controverted deftioUj, the aflembly 
pf Tearner, which I (ball prefently give an ac- 
count 
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jpount of, chofe a ^ Rpydamna" to fill the throne 
immediately upon tl|e demife ox abdication of 
tihe reigning prince. 

But although they ba4 the outlines of a good 
conftitution in that country, yet it feems as thougH 
the prime political powers were never fufficientT 
jy afcertained. The election of a {loy^amna was 
no doubt a wife inftitutioQ ; but thoti in fa(5\: 
this king dedt was generally the creature of 
a feiStion, and but feldom approved of by the reign^ 
ing monarch, whpfe fandtion ihould have been ne? 
ceiTary to the election of a Roydamjcia. So many 
pionarchs couid not hav^e fallen by tlie civil com^ 
wwtions of their fucceflbrs, £U$ tne . hiftory will 
give an account of, if that was not the cafe^ 
The faaion§ ot the Roydamna's, and the too 
great power of the provincial Sovereigns, ren- 
dered their monarchs too weak for the purpofes 
of good governnrient ; and when there were no 
contefts of this kind,^ it wa$ rather perhap ow- 
ing to an happy concurrence of incidents, than 
to the foundnefs of the conftitution. The form 
of their government was monarchical from the 
beginning, but at all times under the reftraint 
of popular council^. . It wai? in truth fo much 
under that reftraint, that it was top limited and 
circumfcribed to aniwer the end of futh a form. 
This induced ibme of their monarchy \o remedy 
this evil, by tempering one kind of power in 
4uch a manner with another that the one might 
not degenerate into tyranny, no^ th$ other run 
into the extremes of a denxicracy. 

To rfiis end were elkUilhed three great coun- 
cils of the nation, held in tjiree difi^ent places : 
the firit was a triennial parliament c^ all the ef^ 
tates aflembied at the principal royal feat of 
Teamor — now corruptly called Tara — in the 
county of Meath^ about thf^t tin^e of the year 

which 
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which is now the middle of Odtober ; during 
which it was death without hopes of mercy, or 
in the power of the monarch himfelf to pardion, 
for any perfon to wound, aflault, or draw upon 
another attending there, or to be ccMividted of 
Health or robbery. This affembly, which may 
be called the fupreme council of tl*e nation, and 
which was inftituted about fix hundred years be- 
fore the Chriftian aera, was held for making 
laws, for reforming abufes, revifing and cor- 
redting their antiquities, annals, and genealogies ; 
and either for reftoring, or preferving peace and 
amity with e£|ch other, by a folemn feftival for 
feven days together. All the hiftories and 
antiquarians fpeak of this affembly in terms of 
the utmoft refpeft, and defcrihe the manner of 
their meeting and feafting in it with great ex- 
aftnefs ; which the reader will find in its pro- 
per place. The perfons who are faid to com- 
pofe it, were.the princes, the nobility, thedruids, 
the hiftorians, and the men of learning of all 
profeffions, either of phyfic, law, philofophy, 
mufick, or mathenaaticks. It appears therefore 
that though the government was monarchical, 
yet it was not only eleftive, but alfo in fome 
fort ariftocratical j as no laws were made with- 
out the confent of this aflembly : And tho' 
their monarchs had the appointment of all the 
officers civil and military, and had the power 
to pardon malefaftors, yet the militia were 
in the hands of the general affembly at Tea- 
mor ; and the offences committed againft private 
perfons at that affembly were eseempt firooi 
the royal prerogative of ; being pardoned, 

In the other two councils held at Eamania and 
Cruachain, the fubjeds principally detoted by 
the members, were thofe of a national police, and.te- 

lated 
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Ijatcd to the tradefmen, artificers, and mechanicfcfl 
pf all forts J efpccially mafons, cJ^rpen^ers and 
fmiths, and others effential to the neceflkries of life ; 
of which a great number were fummoned to attend 
each affembly. Out of this number, the council^ 
which confifted of the nobility, gentry, and men of 
learning, elefted fixty, who were judged to be moft 
eminent in their occupations ; to \vhQni they gave 
authority and jurifdiition over all the other tradefmen 
and artificers throughout the nation, ia order tp re- 
form any abufei^ which had been introduced into 
their feverial trades, and to fufpend thofe who had 
been guilty from exercifmg them again. By this re- 
gulation, no tradefinan or mechanick could fet up 
or continue an occupation without their licence ^ 
^nd all of then> ^ei:e fubje<5k to ^n examination of 
their Ikill and integrity by thefe authorifed dircQ- 
tors. 

The government of this ifland fince it came into 
the hands of the English, hath confifted of a deputy 
or Lord Lieutenant, under the king of Great Bri- 
tain, and commiffioned by hi|ii j and in the abfenqe 
of the chief governor, ufually of thq High ch?in^ 
cellor, and one or two more, called Lords Juftices, 
The appointments of the. Lord Lieut^naot had for 
many years been eftablilhed at twelve thoufand 
poiinds a year : but the late Houfe of Commons 
thinking this allowance inadequate to the dignity of 
that high office^ and being felicitous to fupport his 
Majefty's government with becoming grandeur and 
magnificence, addreffcd. him in a former feijion to 
encreafe it to fixteen thoufand : *' j|t the fanie tin^e 
expreffing the fatisfa(9;ion which they felt at the 
pleafing hope, that this augrnentaticw^ ftiQuld tak,e 
place, durmg the adrninift ration of ^ chief governor, 
wbofe many great and amiable qualities, whofe 
wife and happy adminiftration in the government 
gf this kingdom^ had univerfally endearied him to 

the 
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the people of Ireland/' As beanning as thefe ienti- 
ments were of the liberal fpirit and niagnantmity of 
an Irilh Houfe of conunons, it is hard to j&y whidi 
does the ^eateft honour to the Earl of H a li f- a x, 
this unanimous re(blution in favour of his perioa 
and adminiftration, or the emulation of ientiment 
in his generous refufal of this lucrative advantage 
durmg his own government ; '^ as he could iwt 
fubmit without paui, that the eftablifhment already 
burdened at his recommendation, fliould be ftzll 
further charged for his own particular profit." 
Much more might have been added in a proper 
place, but lefs could not be faid even in th^^ 
where I am obliged to mention a tranfadtion be- 
tween the Parliament and the Lord Lieutenant^ 
which, to the immortal honour of both, fo re- 
markably diftinguifties the preient period of their 
hiftory. 

Thoii^h Lord Halifax made " a (acrilice 
of his private intcrefts to his private fee/mgs,'* 
yet the augmentation was made, and has been 
fllowed to all future governors ; and indeed it 
feems juft and neceflary. For the authority of a 
Lord Lieutenant refenibles that of aVice-roy ; hav- 
ing a power from his Sovereign to fill up all offi- 
ces of ma^ftracy and truft, except very few, and 
to pard[on all other crimes but high treafon ; and 
even murder, which is high treafon there, is not 
excepted : in (bprt in his authority, jurifdiftion, 
train, fplendour, and prdvifion^ he comes nearer 
perhaps to. the majefty of a King than any vice-roy 
in Chriftendqme. There are afEftant to him in 
council, the great officers of the crown, and others 
of the Lords Ipiritual and temporal, and Commons ; 
much in the feme manner as the Privy council 
is formed in England ; and they are nominated by 
the King, at the recommendation, it may be fup- 
pofed^ of the Lord Lieutenant. Upon his arrival 

at 
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at Dublin to take upon him the government, the 
council being aflembled at the Caftle in the great 
council chamber, and with the Lords Juftices feated 
and covered, the letters patent appointing him are 
publickly read, the Lord Lieutenant Handing be- 
hind the chair of the Lord Juftiges uncovered : 
when this is i^nifhed, he takes a^olemn oath in 
a particular form adminiftred to him by the Lord 
Chancellor or the firft in the council prefent, durinjg 
which they all ftand up ; and the fword, which is 
to be borne berore him, being delivered to him as 
loon as he is {\70rn, he is conduced covered to a 
chair of ftate, the council fitting down again in 
their places covered alfo as before ; and the nobili- 
ty and gentry who are not of the council, as Well as 
the other fpeftators, then withdraw. His commit* 
fion, which is during the King's pleafure, expiree 
ufually in three or four years, and fometimes 
fooner 5 and he is feldom refident above fix months 
in two years, the Parliament being fummoned only 
every other winter : the Lords Juftices adminifter 
the government in his abfence, and are each of 
them allowed an hundred pounds a month for their 
trouble, by the Lord Lieutenant out of his fela- 
lary. 

In the ancient time, or till the reign of James 
the Firft, even perhaps *till the fettlement fucceeding 
the reftoration, before which it can fcarcely be faid 
in ftriftnefe to be brought under due fubjeftion 
to the crown of England, it feems neceflary at the 
firft view, that this great fupreme officer fhould 
have been an Engliftiman. But fince that time, and 
efpecially in the prefent age, when the cafe is fo 
much altered with regard to Ireland, governed by 
Englifti laws, guarded by an Englifti fleet and ar- 
my, many Popifli families of diftindtion being 
turned proteftants, and when the greateft property 
pf the lands and cities are in the hands of theEnglilh, 

. . it 
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it has been thought reafonable by many people, that 
Ireland Ihouldnow be governed by its own members, 
or by.thofe who are peculiarly interefted in its prof- 
perrty. As reafonable however as it may appear 
to Us at this diftance, yet a ftiort acquaintance 
with the people and ftate of Ireland, Would convince 
Others, I prefume, as it did me, that a Lord Lieutenant 
of birth and property in that kingdom^ by views of 
felf intereft, alliances, and connexions, would pro* 
bably fplit it into factions and cabals and deftroy 
the public peace ; nor would it be a meafure defired 
by the men of fenfe amongft the Irifti thp^- 
felves. 

But in order to preferve the impartiali^ which I 
profefs, it muft on the other hand be^id, that it is 
a great detriment to that nation, that the whole ap- 
pointment of the Lord Lieutenant and his officers is 
not expended amongft them, and by far the greateft 
part or it fent to England. To this may be added 
the inconvenience of appointing three Lords Ju/lices 
of that country, during the abfence of the Lord 
' Lieutenant, inftead of one. For having each of them 

their feparate interefts, alliances and difpofitions, 
theadminiftration of government muft be frequently 
interrupted ; and, if it is not difcordant, yet can 
never be uniform* The eafe of the fuitors to the 
Aate for the difpatch of public bufinefs, feems 
another confideration why the fupreme authority 
that diredls it fliould be in the hands of one : and I 
believe it will be told pofterity with pleafure, how 
happily for the people of Ireland, the Marquis of 
KiLDAR£ when he was fole Lord Juftice, through* 
the ill health of the other two, adminiftred the go- 
vernment of that kingdom in the year 1756. But 
what I have mentioned above is not the only de- 
triment which is fuftained, by the Lord Lieutenants 
not refiding there the whole time of their com- 
miffion, and by fending over new governors every 

three 
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three or four years, unacquainted with the various 
humours and interefts of the people, rather fear- 
ing perhaps than defigning die profperity of its 
trade, from a foolifh prepofleffion of its difadvan- 
tage to the trade and wealth of England ; and 
therefore managing the affairs under their govern- 
ment as may moft confift with their intereft and 
credit here. But the greateft detriment of all feems 
to arife from that emulation in the heart of man^ 
which makes them unwilling to promote or fecond 
the laudable undertakings which any of their prede- 
ceflbrs have fet on foot ; from their not refiding 
the whole time of their government, in'order to ac- 
quire a thorough knowledge of the ftate and in- 
terefts of the country ; and from their not con- 
tinuing long enough in their pofts to projedt and 
finilh any great defigns in their own time. Indeed 
if the Lord Lieutenants, and other minifters of 
ftate who are lent from England, would purchafe, 
plant, and fettle "^themfelves in Ireland, it would 
be the beft expedient that could be devifed to pro- 
mote its grandeur, and to improve and cultivate n 
the country : and in truth moft of the noble and 
great families in it, owe their original to the civil 
or military employments of their anceftors in that 
kingdom. But many of thefe employments being 
now enjoyed by thofe who are permitted to live en- 
tirely out of it, and none of the Lord Lieutenants 
and their officers refiding here more than about fix 
months in twenty four, the prefent method of go- 
vernment is not fo beneficial to Ireland as it might 
be wiftied. Moft of thefe fentiments are authorised 
by our own countryman Spencer, who had been 
himfelf a Secretary of ftate in Ireland, and muft 
therefore be allowed to have been a competent 
judge of thefe affairs. This however is not a place 
to enter upon any formal difquilitions of this nature : 
and yet in this age of improvement and reforma- 
tion, they fecmed too important to be quite omitted. 

Befide 
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Befide the Lord Lieutenant, whb calls and diP 
folves the Parliament at his Majefty's pleafure, 
\diich meets but once in two years, the Upper 
houfe confifts of two and t^^enty fpiritual, and at 
this time one hundred and thirty temporal Lords^ 
exclufive of fix popifti ones ; many of whom refide 
always here, and are without a foot of land in that 
country, and fome few — about ao— are peers of the 
Englifli reahn* " The nobility of Ireland have pre^ 
cedency on all folemn public occafions^ except at 
coronations — ^which by parity of reafon they ought 
to have— over all the Englifh peers of inferior rank ) 
and this hath conftantly been allowed them by all 
the kings of England from the earlieft notices of re^ 
cord. In all afts of the legiflature, the peers of Ire^ 
land have been named with this precedency : in all 
ads of Parliament, the Britifti peers are ever 
ranked bfeneath the Irifti of fuperior quality ; and 
where an Englifti Lord has a fuperior title in Ire- 
land, he is always ftyled and ranked by the title of 
his Irifti Honour^ Upon the queftion of place and 
precedency of the Scotch and Irifti nobility here, 
which was agitated in the time of J a me s the Firft, 
that monarch, after a confultation with the heralds, 
efl:abliftied the following rule i that in England all 
Englifti darls fliould take place of all Scotch and 
Irifti peers of that degree, but that both the latter 
fiiould take place as lafl: earls of England according 
to their creation j and that the fame ftiould be ob- 
fcrved in like manner by all other degrees of no- 
bility, either above or below an Earl : that in 
Scotland the Scotch peers were to take place 
firft according to their degrees of nobility^ 
then the Englifh, and then the Irifti ; ^ and like- 
wife the fame in Ireland, where the Irifti were to 
take place firft according to their degreed of nobi-» 
lity, then the Englifti, and then Scotch. This ordaf 
was confirmed by his ion Charles the Firft s 
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toothing was done tb fet afide in any fucceeding reign, 
and the peers of Ireland'have ever fince been main- 
tained in thefe rights by all the monarchs of England. 
It was the opinion of J>yER and CoMPTfoK, tw^ emi- 
nent lawyers in the feign of Queen Elizabeth, 
that an Ififti peer by the laws of England is not 
triable here in capital cafes : and St. Johw Sollicitor 
General to Charles the Fir ft, (ays, in one of his 
arguments before the Houfe of Lords, that Ireland 
being governed by the fiune laws, the peers there 
are triable only ** per pares'* according to the laws 
of England* The noble author, to whom I am 
obliged for this paragraph [/], (ays, that the only 
rational wa^ of accounting for a defedt of precedents 
"in favour of the Irifti peerage, refpedting coronations 
is this ; that there can be no ancient precedents 
as to that point, bccaufe *till the reign of King Hen- 
R Y the Eighth, the Kings of England only bore the 
title of Lords of Ireland, which was eredted into a 
kingdom by to Irifh aft of Parliament in that 
reign ; and that in the'&^e reign alio, by the iame 
authority, whoibever (hall be King of England, is 
declared to be " ipfo fadto" King of Ireland without 
any further ceremony/'-^It piuft be allowed that 
this is a rational way of accounting for a defedt of 
preced^tsin favour of the Iri(h peers at coronations 
prior to the reign of that King, but it does by no 
meanis account for it at coronations fince his time ; 
and it is furprifing that fuch an author, {o ac- 
curate and judicious in all other parts of his per- 
formance, ihould account for it in that manner. 
Of the forty precedents which he hath brought 
to fupport the claim of the Irilh peerage^ thirty 
of them are fince the reign of Henry the eighth : 
and it there were fe many of the Irilh nobility 
prtfent, on occafions of royal nuptials, ohriftenings^ 
Vol. L K funerals, 

If] Earl of EoMONT'^ftth^r. Qucftiott of Pr^ceddncjr 
tf thtlriih Peers, ptffiiib, ' • 
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funerals, and proceffions, it is veiy ^r^iordinary 
there (hould be none at coronations ; where, after 
it was declared a kingdom, under one and the iame 
crown, the peers of Ireland feem to have as niuch 
right of precedency ds on ail th^ pjther QccaiTions, 
and to have no n>ore right on thefe than on that, of 
a coronation : But if there were none, after 
this great man hath fiailed, in my opinion, in ac- 
counting for it, I fhaU not preftune to offer at it. 

^' It does not appear, fays the fame au(;|bor^ that 
there ever was any difpute upon the head of prece- 
denqy between the Englifti and Irifti peers for above 
four hundred years, *till about the tetter end of the 
reign of Qjjeen £liz abbth ; when adifpute ari- 
fing in Irel^ndabout place, betweeb jheX^cid Aud- 
LEY fecoqid baron in Eogla^d^ and the Iri(h barons 
who Would not yield it to him, his;Lord(hip applied 
to the Queen; whofe anfwer was *' that it was in 
her power to give him. precedency, but it was not in 
her power to deprive! others of it ; and ac^r^ictgly 
created, him Earl of Caftkr-baveti in Ireland. 
Though the dignity of the Peerage -hath beai de- 
bafed in many reigns, by -beihg conferred upon 
mean and WortMefe peo^ of both kingdoms, yet 
th^rei^jlL be found a great nunrbeir of fenailiies in 
the Iriih .peerage, which^ without di4)arageraent 
to thai. of Englan4 for aiititjuity of 4efcejit, are 
equal to tbofe of England, or any other .peers in 
Eyrqpe. They are aHb jenobfed m ihe. fanae 
manner as we are in En^iind : tbeir privikges 
are derived under the feme Magna QiftFt% 
and jtheir honours from the &m^ pi:ii04es 5 their 
peerage • k taken .out under the fanie-.gff^>feal, 
md.m tiie very fame terms of expaicfiicm. A;s to 
the fortunes of the nobility toi fupport their dignity, 
it is. a iSbisfortune to that 'kkigdeiro, that ribejffQper-* 
ty of it is divided with a greater inequali^ jd^ in 
^any. other nation diatwe^ww: fo that ^ notwith- 
tfandirig the general poverty and diffii^fe which:tlae 
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body oiF thp people undcrgp, «nd die r:eftraints of 
commd-ce which prevent jneirmakii^ themoft of 
their eftates, yet m»ny , of jhe.p^rs.of Ireland are 
pofleffed of fbrtuflc;? fuited to the higheft degree «f 
quality, and feveral enjoy properties of gteax. con- 
fideratloi;! here. Indeed to lay the truth, the pobiii- 

ty of Ireland, -excepting four or five of Irifii 

extrafljon, who themfelves are yery eminent-^ 

are wholly, cprapofed gf fe'nylie^.tranfplanted from 
England ihiiher ; m?ny c^ \s^hich *re eitl^er the 
chief or t\ff ypungej: hr?"ches of the greatcft houfes 
oftjreat ^nt^in i fyc^ as loi^ l^fcfe rfieir piigra- 
tion into that kihgdom^^-^V"""''^'''^^ they,yer,e em- 
ployed corqnwftly' for jl^? ,ftEyice of the 4nglifh 
crowQ anrf g^ye^nmeftt-n-r^^^d enjpyed the high- 
eft bfficesof thetMrlidi littd ScoKi/h ftates, .and 

theif Parliament?.'^ 

ms pf jieliiji ^oq(]fts of 
'M<flfcp.piw«f.tfieiCouatics, 
If^^? rnsflUM- ^i^^t they. 
je^sif)i3iiwt9rifll4wer^'^« 
% ^^ iJP wlifeatipn . of 
L%f;ii?,ih»tHoufei Rnd 
plj^dl, he 13 elected for 
{»n^ un|^fetheKiflg:flv>u'<J 
ii^n;ieaf:^ .wliich,. Since thi? 

1 t^n very rardy if ever 
r^' ^ »tereft enough W 
fly poroygh or counfy, ci- 
UDXance,,oy recornraendft- 
k is not material whether 
he^ijgdom, or is wo.rth a 
elq«ioa ccfft him : and yet 
:o v^i^iality^ or to tpican* inr 
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direft, and unworthy pra6lices, he is fecure of a 
feat in Parliament for his own life or the King's : 
Thus the laft Parliament continued for three and 
thirty years. Indeed the ftruggle is generally fo 
great — owing principally to that circumftance of 
titration, without doubt — that a man of a fmall 
fortune has but little chance of fucceedihg under a 
conteft ; unlefs he is powerfully fupported, or is 
foolilh enough to rifque the whole of it at jwi eledti- 
on. Th6 prefent Parliament intended to remedy 
thefe abfurditiesi and to bring the conftitutionx)f 
their Houfe of commons to the fame form with 
that of Great Britain. But to fpeak more truly, I 
' fiiould fay that the P^bpLfr intended it ; who be- 
ing naturally fond of a frequent exertion of their 
power, and of the '^joflity, the cunning^ and the 
money ftirring at eleftions, obliged all the candi- 
dates for a feat iii this Parliament, at every inde- 
pendent borough through the kingdofn, to take an 
oath that if they were eledted they would each of 
them vote for fiich an adt. Accordingly in theif 
firff'ifeffioii, the heads of a bill were brought in, 
and paffed the Houfe for tJiis purpofe j limiting the 
duration of Parliairients to feven years, and requir- 
ing the-fame eft^tes which are required in England, 
as a qualificatbpf for a feat in the Houfe of com- 
mons.' ' Thefe heads, according to the ufual courfe 
tif Parliamei>tary Buiinefs in that kingdom, were 
with little or no alteration certified over to England 
in due forrd, by the Lord Lieutenant and the Irifti 
council; But confidering the violent, irregular, 
arid an ticdnftitutional method, in which thefe heads 
of & Bill were obtained, or rather forced from the 
Houfe of commons,' it is no wonder that 'the King 
arid die Englifli council (hould rgeft it. 

There is indeed another materiaL^ifferente in the 
conftitution of their Pariiament .^ Ijroip . ,Qurs> and 
which makes the alterations juft menticxjed not fo 
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ncceffary nor iipportant as they would otherwifo 
be ; which is, that the Iri(h Parliament has little 
other privilege, as a legiflative power, than putting 
a negative up6n any law which comes to them fron^ 
the King and council of England to be paiTed, un- 
lefs it is the ferae which hath already paffed in Ire- 
land, or with filch alterations only to which they 
liave no objeftion. Though the privy council are 
not deemed an eftate, or a neceflary branch of the 
cc«Qftitution, yet to fay the truth, the Lord Lieute- 
nant dnd^is council have the chief, and almofl the 
whole legiflative power. For by Poyning's law 
in the reign of Henry the feventh, — which will 
be hereafter me^ioned -^ and which made a great 
alteration in th(p^conftitution of th^t kingdom, there 
can be no Parliament held in Ireland, 'tiB the gover^ 
nor and privy council have informed the King of 
the caufes ot holding it, untill they have fpecified 
the bills that are intended to pais into laws in that fef- 
fion, and untill the King and his council in England 
have given their approbation. By this means the 
power of framing adls to pais in Parliament in Ire-^ 
land, was veiled in the King and his two councils, 
and only a negative was left to the two Houfes of 
Parliament ; .which is the reverfe of the Britifh con- 
ilitution. But as maiiy events might happen during 
the time of Parliament neceflary to be provided 
for, which yet might not be thought of at the time 
when it wsis fommoned, therefore that part of the 
law which allowea of no adls to be paffed which 
had not been fpecified before the Parliament was 
held, was afterwards repealed ; and the governour 
and council, during the fitting of the Parlianient, 
might certify to the King under the great feal, of 
Ireland, any other bills which they thought expedi- 
ent ihould be paffed into laws for the better goyern^ 
raent of the. realm. The conftitution ftill (landing 
thus, it prove? what I faid, that the Lord Lieute- 
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nant Jtod council have the chief legiflative power. 
But this will appear ftjA more clearly, when I have 
explained the whole pf otefs of an aft of Parlia- 
ment. 

Though no bill can take its rife either ia the 
Houfe of lybrds or Commons, as we have feen, yet . 
when any matter is thought to be a proper fub|e6t 
for a law, it has been long in4ulged to both Houies, 
and with great reafon furely to propound it under 
the title of heads of st bill ; and if it pafles that 
Houfe in which it was moved, it is feflt to the Lord 
Lieutenant and council, to be certified in duefofrn 
irnder the great feat to England. Here it i6 again 
debated, altered, or rgetted ; but if it iu approved 
of for a law, the former title is dropped and it 
its moulded into the forni of ^ bill, and in that 
form tranfinitted by the Lord Lieutenant and coun- 
cil to the King. In England if Undergoes apothef 
deliberation l^ his Majfefty and his council : and if 
it comes back at dll/ <!>r coift^ b^k \^ith amy akei*a^ 
tions^ it is fent by the Lotd Liexiten^fit to the Houfe 
in which it took i^s rife, to receive or t<) rejeft it \ 
but not the leaft alteratipti c4ii be ftiad^ iil it when it 
returns from Eriglttrid. If it has had ilo alta-atioas 
there, or in their eiwri council, ot nonei but fiich as 
the Houfe approve of where it firft iirbfe, it is paf- 
fed by them^ afid feht to the other Hoiife with a de- 
fire that they would concur with them iri it^ and if 
it pafles that Houfe silfoj it then receives from the 
Lord Lieu tentot the royal affent. ' - 

This being the procefs of an a€t of ParKaiiient 
in that kingdom, does it not appear evidentlyj as I 
iaid at fltft, that the chief goverhour and hid coun- 
cil have the principal^ ifliolalmofl: life whole legi- 
flative power ? Either Houfe of RirKameht has a 
negative upon the biffs paflfed ih the other ; i^ When 
their own bills retiirh tb thfem ffliftikted by the 
Irifli or Englifh council in £t manner they difapprove 
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pf i and it is almoft all the power they have. But 
the Lord Lieutenant and council, when the heads 
of a bill are fent to them, can alter or fupprefs It ^ 
and the Lords or Commons who have framed then^ 
— except fuch as are of the council — know no 
more why the bill is altered or rejeded, than the 
King himfelf who never heard of it. Thus the go- 
vernoiu* and his council, by blocking up the ways 
of approach, can prevent a communication, if they 
pleafe between the King and the other parts of the 
legiflature ; and the moft falutary and eflential 
laws n^ay be denied them, without the knowledge 
or confent of the King himfelf It muft be owned 
that according to the prefent conftitution of their 
government, which allows only the chief goverriour 
and council " to certify to the King the confidera- 
tions and ordinances which they (hall think good to 
be enadled in the Parliament," the power j^bove- 
mentioned is ftridlly warranted by law ; ajid it was 
a power, at the time when it Ayasafliuned, extreme- 
ly proper, if not abfolutely necieilary, to the goo4 
government of that kingdorn, fo much then in the 
hands o[ the Irifti chiefs : but as both Houfes havie 
been indulged with the privilege of framing heads 
of a bill, whether any fuch ftiould be in the power of 
the governour and council totally to rged, is a 
queftion which I ihall leave to dther people to de- 
termine. 

The legal and ipiritual courts are conftrucfled 
fike tbofe of England : in the copt of equity, a 
Lord Chancellor, a Matter or rfltther Keeper of 
the rplls Irving no judicial capacity,— and four Ma- 
tters in chancery : in . the King;s bench, a |Lord 
chijef Jufticp ajid tvvo other judges : and ii| 
th<e Eipfdiequer, a Lord chief Baroil and tWQ 
other 4^rons, with the \ Chancellor and Trea- 
furer of the lExchequf r : in the Common ple^s, 
the,j^i).e mjmber, with a Lord chi^ juffice, 
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9S in the King's Bench ; and to thefe four cQurtsi 
may be added a court of Exchequer chamber con- 
fiding of the Lord Chancellor, the Lord high 
treafuref", and vice-treafurei s, affifted by the two 
Chief juftices ; a court of Del^^tes, a court of 
, Admiralty, and a court Martial for the affairs of 
the army. There are four law terms theJame as 
in England, and five circuits which the Judges go 
twice every year. 

The Primate hath a prerogative, the other Arch- 
bifhops their metropolitan, and every Bifliop his 
confiftory court peculiar to each diocefc. The ec- 
clefiaftical government is by Archbilhops, Bifhops, 
Archdeacons, and Deans in cathedral churches ; of 
which there are but two entire choirs in the kingdom, 
St. Patrick's and Chrift-church, Dublin ; or rather 
there is but one choir, as it hath been already men- 
tioned, which fervps for both thofe Cathedrals. All 
the other Deahries are fine-cures in villages, or be- 
nefices endowed with lands and tithes. The num- 
ber of beneficed clergy is computed at about aght 
hundred ; and hear a third of the tithes are impro- 

Sriate, and in the hands of laymen and ecclefiafticks. 
!*here isfome little difference between the canons of 
thatchurchand ours^ and the difcipline is not exaftly 
fimilar. The Bilhops vifit their diocefes annually ex- 
cept every third year, when the Metropolitans vifit all 
their diocefes in their refpeft ive provinces ; and inftead 
of options, if any preferments become vacant in the 
difpofalof theBifhopof the diocefeduringfuchvifita- 
tion, the Archbilhops collate to them as of their own 
right tor that turn. The Archdeacons, except at Dub- 
lin, Lilmore, and two or three other places, have 
loft their jurifdidtion ^ and there are Archdeacon- 
ries, abfolute finecures fo the value of a thoufand or - 
fifteen hundred pounds'a y^^r. In a country where 
fo much popery prevails^- tfiis is an irregukrity in 
the church which furely defer ves fbme amendment: 
and if it was formerly thought expedient to join 

two 
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two or three Bifhopricks together in order to- make 
a proper provifion for the epifcopal dignity, it 
Ceems as expedient in theprefent age, if we had the 
fame zeal and fpirit, to reduce fuch immenfe line- 
cures which feldom anfwer any valuable purpofes to 
the church, and to diftribute their income among 
the fmall livings in their neighbourhood. But there 
is another circumftance in »the ecclefiaftical conftitu- 
tion of Ireland yet worfe than this, which is their 
pluralities. As much as I have contended upon 
other occafions [g ] for the neceffity of thefe in 
England, where the law hath reftrained them to 
two benefices with cure, within the diftance of 
thirty miles from one another, yet the pluralities of 
Ireland, whidfi are-without flint and without mea* 
fure, except in the Primate's bread, refemble thofe 
of Popilh times heretoo much to admit of anyex- 
cuie ; and indeed they call abud for a reformation. 
If a mian has intereft enough to procure four or five 
livings, he will probably find interefi: enough to ob- 
tain the Primate's confent, and his confent, with a fa- 
culty for each, will enable him to hold them all tc^e- 
ther, though they are fituated at the different extremi- 
tiesof the kingdcxn. Well may the flate of the Protec- 
tant religion therebe verydeplorable mdeed,when plu- 
ralities fo indefenfible are avowed and authorized ! 
But this is not a place to enlarge upon this fubjedt. 

As they had no written Laws in die firfl age in Ire- . 
land, but only cuflom and tradition, 'till about three ^'' 


hundred years before the Chriflian aera, fb thefe DifTertat. 
were fometimes wreflcd and interpreted, as the tra- Ware. 
ditions of religion were, in order to ferve their ^^''^" • 
own particular purpofes. When any controverfy J^"^**' 
was to be decided, theBrehon or judge ufed to fit Da vies. 
on aheap of flones on the tc^ of a lull "without cano^ Nichol-' 
py. (»i covering, and without clerks, regi(t«rs^ or ^on. 
tecordsi or indeed without any formality of a Court '^*^'^*- 
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(^Jttftioe; and thifi afterward came to be called 
the Brehon law. The greateft crimes were &tidom 
puniflied otherwife than by fioeSi of which the judge 
had the deventh part f^H* bis fees'; and theft or 
robbery, if commkfeed upon any but their own 
Lords or principal followers, were not in the num- 
ber of crimes. AU fuch depredations were efteetn- 
ed clear gains; and caitles, if we may give that name 
to houfes made dE earth and wattles, were built 
upon iftbmus's and other inacceiTible places, to fe- 
cure the plunder which they had got poflfeilion of 
from one another. Neither was it a matter of re- 
proach, but rather c^ honour, to be diftinguifhed 
by a dexterity at this fort of rapine. As odd bs 
this may appear, it was not peculiar to thefe people 
in the firft and rudeft ages, nor even to the Nor- 
thern nations only, for the learned Greeks were lit- 
tle better ; as we may learn from the celebrated 
poems t>f Homer, which contain little elfe but the 
plunders of ciries, and unjuil wars. But as there 
IS a very wonderful mixture in human nature^ fo 
amidft all thek violence and depredations, there 
were many virtues of temperance and gcnerofity, 
and (biDt kind of juftioe l)iat went along widi 
them. 

In the begmntng of the middle age, which w$s 
about three hundred yeirs before the Chriitian asr^ 
asid which notwitMUndihg the partial and contra- 
didfcory accounts of didbrent authors, is the true 
date 6f the birth of tbsir laws and learning, aod 
of their formii^ thonfelYes upon the plan pf a wife 
aind well-governed people ; I fey, at this time their 
^* ; lawgivers and philofophers, having obferv^d th^ 
,; blunderaand uncertabitks in judicial caiies, forn^e^ 
books of jims-|)rudenee wbidb they proinii]g!$d for 
the life, as: vfdi of the judges^ as of tbd piepfde. 
Bwt the oonteft of rival Priaces foon after )0)fiirt(ttr nr . 
Hig the foundation of the conititution, law and 
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learBiHg ware g^reatly i^dted, and. the gpod which' 
ibciety reaped from both was defeated. Thus pri- 
vate ^operty, inftead of being protected, ^as in- 
vaded by law J and its outrages Were borne about 
three hundred years before the people canle to ex- 
tremities. Popular fury at laft fucceeded, and, as 
^^Iw^s ,u£ual in fUch cafes', knew no bounds. Their 
j^krfbjAers who had been the pervcrters of law 
a^d'learniEDg, were upon the point of banifhment 
and deibrufUoh ; but having a few men of probity^ 
Mid capacity Of their number who were protected 
l^y the Mbnarchv the laws were again reduced to 
fimple abd inteUigibJe rules, and every man of tole- 
ribbk learning niadc a competent judge of his own 
cafe. Thefe .axioms were digefted with fe much 
knowledge and prudence, that they acquired the 
paqie of '' Gdeftial judgements ;" as tho' they had 
received the approbation of heaven, axxi confbquent-< 
ly were unalterable. . It is very certain that the Eng- 
lifh after the conqueft, as-well as the Danes before ' 
iti deftroyed all the books and writings they could 
meet Witli^ in order to make the Trifti totget as ibon 
as poflible their old laws and cufloms, and to 
comi^t their fubjesdion to the Englifh yoke. But 
yet there are fbme remains of thefe bod^s of laws } 
many of which were compofed before, as weli as 
after, the Chrifban iewL There were fonfie in the 
po&dtoa iojf the late Duke of CHAKDOis^r^patt of 
Ware's coUeClions — and there are feveral in die 
private kv^ public libraries in Ireland; But as they 
are written m a fort of langu^e peculiar to the 1^-^ 
yers and Brdions of thofe times, long iince diTuftd^ 
they ar^ at prefent, as t am iilfbrmed, ^nd as it is 
nfihiraltoiuppofe,bedoin^:utte!tlyiinmtdligible both' 
in die text and g^bf&ry; in the annafe of the Four 
MsSberBf' wMch is: aft amhendok ^ Vmanulcript of , 

great antiquity, ir^nf hst^^xstBWt frx&ry^ of 
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writings of their raoft eminent men, monarchs as 
well as others : and Bifhop Nicholson informs us, 
that one Conry had in his poffeflion the decifions 
or reports of three and thirty of the ancient judges, 
the oldeft whereof were given in the firft century, 
and the lateft in the tenth. To the queftion put by 
ibme here in England, by way ofobjeftion to thefe 
antiquities which ftill remain^ " why none of them 
were ever publiftied," I ftigll take this opportunity 
of giving an anfwer. The people of rank and for- 
tune in Ireland ate not only ignorant of the language 
and chara(5ker in w|lich thefe antiquities and hiftories 
are recorded, but they have dways been brought 
up, through every fucceeding generation, with our 
Englifh prejudice, to look upon them with contempt ; 
or, what is ftill more abfurd, to believe them to be 
the produdtions of later age& What private perfon 
will therefore put himfelf to the cxpence of colleft- 
ing, explaining, and pubHfliing a fet of manufcripts, 
the more unentertaining as they are the more au- 
thentic, which after "all perhaps not an hundred 
people in the two kingdoms would purchafe or 
pel ufe ? 

When I faid that we knew nothing of the laws of 
the ancient Irilh, I did not mean to include their 
two great laws of inlieritance, Taniftry and Gavel- 
kind ; die former for the Lords o£ every fept or 
family, and the latter for common inferior lands and 
eftates. The law of Taniftry, like Alex andbr's 
will, gave the inheritance to the ilrongeft ; becaufe 
it appears that (eniority, if it was not accompanied 
with fuperior policy and experience, was very little 
or not at all regarded. In many cafes therefore, if 
not in all, wherein the.ddcr brother had jnot.. the 
greateft abilities and the beft cbtsdud^ thb younger 
was in fad tbe^tter gcnttenwn vfor. hefuccecded 
to the chief QCOTyeciand of his fept^r family; . This 
was a cuftom, though abfurd a»d barbarou3 in itfelf, 

and 
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and attended very, oftcsn with fatal confequences, 
which yet continued long after the conqueft, even to 
the reign of James the Firft. The rudenefs, 
ignorance, and ireceffityof the times, undoubtedly 
gave rife to this ia>v of Taniftry —and which Plu- ^.^, 
TARCH fays was the law of the ancient Certe3 ; 
—at the firft eftablifliment of the feveral colonies in 
the territories they got poffeflion of; and there was 
fome fhadow of reafon for it :. becaufe when every 
petty Prince had a power of peace or war^ if a 
child or a woman Ihould then poflefe a Chiefry or a 
Lordftii^ it would certainly be expofed to tht ra*- 
pine or incurfions of its circurnjacent neighbours* 
The {ame law extended to their Kings — as it hath 
been mentioned-rchoofing always the beft foldier 
who had the greateft (hare of power ^ without 
regard to tHe fucceffion of a family, provided he 
was of the royal Milefian race. F|:om this law, 
or' ciiftorn, fome hiftorians have deduced the origi-r 
nal hofpitality of the Irilh nation j tjiat by making 
a grcqt appearance^of (plendour they might attratt 
the admiration of the populace apd . encreafe the 
number of their follpwers. Put furely this is re- 
fining without ocQ^fion : for the Celtesor Scythians 
from whence they fprui^ were famous for this holr 
pit^lity all over Europe ;, and it, is .ni|eiitioncd ia 
their hiftory by eve^^y author. : r : . 

, The la w.:ofr Gavelkind for the partition of in-f 
ferior cpmnion ^tes, obtaii^ npt gorily an^ongft 
the ^^^??t Irifh^ but alfo amongft the Britons and 
Gaiils, aiid ind^d t|irou^out Europe, if not all the 
world i jhat the: defcendants might be enabled to 
acquire j^ livelihood, an4 fetde in i% Mjlthout. rapine 
and plundeir, wWch^ waj§ (o much xh^ general prac* 
tife OT the firft inhabitants. Mr, SEfiDEjNr derive^ 
|iiis partition from the^pra^tife of Np a », md others 
Jfrom the^ firft plantai J9P: pf the land of Canaan. It 
certain it was the principal tenure of thefe iflands, 

as 
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as anciently as we have any traces of them. Tphc 
original idea of this partition, from whencefocv:er 
derived) was doubtlefs common to the whcde tribe 
before they feparatecj and fettled in difTerent coun- 
tries i but then every colony miade fuch afteratioos 
and amendments in it as beft ' fiiited their circum- 
ftances, or as their judgment and fancy proippted. 
Thus by this law in England, the next of kin only 
as ions or bro^rs, excluding baftards, .were ad- 
mitted ; andfor w^t ofiffuemale, the daughters 
were allowed to inherit, and the widow to have Jher 
dower. This i* the general nature of this .tenure 
where it ftill remains ^ though there are fome 
exceptions in particular pfeces/ In Ireland, wiyes 
and daughters, were exdu4ed, though there were 
no iffue male ; and not only baftards but the M^hole 
race or fept of rtales was admitted to ftare ; in or- 
der, it is faid, to prdferve the name aijd family 
and to defend; the country. Upon every , deadly 
the poflefikJris^ -the whole' family were* to be put 
togetha-, and again divideii among the furvivbrs t)^ 
the hea^or Ca^nny, as-he v^^asfcaited ;* wl^di dr- 
vefted cacfe of thena of his eljhaj^euppn. every new 
' ditifion.' ''This-feenis to/be a part or tjie 'ancient 
Ufage op Gavelkind peclifiar to rfie Irilh,' unlel^ 
thd^ 'Land-flifJftifig" -in* Germ^ whic^ theit 

tenwe^of partition is daHed,- Aay ^fcii^fe thp; 
in Ireland. The word *^Gayd,^'^i5 a Gaidfc jpfm 
for hold or - t«Jiui^e ; and the beft antiquarians iin^ 
^ . : a^ne,- >* ^iftd*' to be a Saxon aScidition, fignifyiW 
batuife, b^-gckifs, ai^ in MsLT^kindP It is t^^de5 
that the cultewi of this j^rtition was not d^i^^d 
feoin the wdrd^.:becaufe 'it' wotild^ h^vt nad/theifi 
the feme title in every <jcWntry ^ but a ^ ferfn '^& 
givea to thel ufege accordMg t6Hhe d|fferehi3 lan- 
guage of eafch.^ ? "•' * ^ '^'' ^ " ..' 

When Kiri^ ^6«N overtWe^ tMBfce^^^ 
Iieland, a*id fettled' Apfe'6Pthc^'En^ih,tlw 
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of partition received a great abatement, it is fkid^ 
of its common force and ufage. For k had been 
found bjl^ experience in this country, th^t.military 
aids and fettlements Avere greatly infringed and 
kiTened by thefe fractions of eilates, and that many 
genteel families weire ki a manner annihilated : 
" and therefore it \jr^ ordained, that all Knights 
fees fliould come unto the eldeft fon by fucceffion 
<^ heritage, whereby fucceeding his ancedo^s in his 
whole iflheritaiice, he might be better enabled to 
maintain the wars againft the King's enemies ; 
ai)d that the Socage f^e ihould be partible ^unong 
the n>ale children to. ej^ble them to ei^cr^fe into 
m^y fiju^li^s fof the. better furtherance in, and 
enercafe of,, huibandry [by It is very evident 
from the account of all ancient writers, that thefe 
two laws q( inheritance in Ireland, " Tani^ry and 
Gavelkind^" were the parents of many. r?>urders 
and cdvii wars ; and by iMkingth^it p€{^e^pn$ 
fq prec^iou^, 'ihuffling and changiqg them upon 
every-new partition, they were theiprincippl caufe 
pf bSrbajt^m ^d d^fijJa^Pj and the \\f^nt of all 
improvement. Fcm: who would pl^tj^n^.inclqfe, 
pr inofprpve their l^ds> 'Whi<^ ft ft^qpg^r, whom 
perhaps he did not know tho' related to him,fl3DuId 
foJTqfe after his death, and;, fometiR^^sJiefore, it ? 
Nor Wi^. this the <^ly difadvantage. Tbq inhabi- 
^®Ss^ tfawgh poor, yet ibeii^born t<>:(ap4i>.,WiQuld 
n^Y$r,)earnrany tradj3^«]A0|>turn medf^ni^^ 
k-<i^^ded thiem from tbdr gelitility : - ^d the 
Ca*fi|^y would! rpfufe tor^droit a. tra^^fii:^ tp 
hi$ ihare of the <eftate^ %ee he fhad, a$ it iw^e, jabr 
ditJ^e^^ph^is Jfeipily, by con^ aWay 

ot life thjit was bcaii^th Ocgpnll^^ Xh^P^^^' 
fcript wjiswh i haye^ ^kij^g of this law^f pavel- 
k'^, %s the r^QOipf it w#s, :thcit . e^gh .^pi^ntry 
not beiigg able out i^.its ^wiq. rf^vecHi? tp )XJ^\uti^m aa 

{*];Doddridge'sTreatife of Nobility, p. u9- 
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army that might defend itfelf, it was thus divided 
into finall freeholds, that fo each poffeflfor inight be 
obliged to follow the chief Lord to waf^ for the 
defence of the country upon their own charge, 
which was the fervice by which they held it ; and 
the oftner a freehold was divided, the greater be- 
came the number of men in arms. To thefe laws 
of inheritance, the fame mamifcript adds another re- 
lating to murder, which I have not met with fo 
defcribed any where elfe. It lays, that if any man 
committing murder was not immediately takeii 
and executed in hot blood, it was cuftomary for 
the Brehori to impofe an eric or fine upon his near- 
eft kindred ; which was part of it paid to the rela- 
tionsof the per fon -murdered, and the other part to 
the chief Lord : and the reafon of this was,'becaufe 
if any murderer could efcape into another territory, 
he was protefted; and it not being lawful to 
draw the blood of his kindred for him, it was 
thought fit to impofe a fine upon them, as a fktif^ 
fadibn to the Lord for the lofs of his vaflkl,'and to 
the friends of the party murdered ; that thereby the 
offenders might in fome fort be puniflied in the 
perfoRs^ or at leaft the properties of their deareft 
kindred. - 

Sevigral' fbecimens of the Brehon laws are ftill 
to be^fecri^ as I have faid, in their public and 
J>rivate libraries ; from which, if they are intelligible^ 
many of the ancient rites and cuftoms of Irieland 
might fee -colledled, which are now viry obfcure, 
if not altogether unknown. In the time of Ed- 
ward the Third, it was enaftfed under the penal- 
ty of Tiigh treafon, that none of the King's Englifh 
fubjefts in this iflahd ' fhould fubmit to a trial by 
the Brehon law : notwithftanding which', : fljany 
of them were under a neceffity of being concluded 
by the Irifh laws and X:uftams, *till the whole 
country was fettled upon an Englifh bottom in the 
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reign of James the Firft. Indeed the Common 
law of England was fubmitted and fworn to by all 
the Irifli^potentates who put themfelves under the 
proteftion of King Henry. the Second ; and this 
is ftill as current and prevailing in the four courts 
at Dublin as at Weftminifter-Hall. A grant of 
the laws and cuftoms of England was confirmed 
likewife by King John, and his fon Henry the 
Third : but was confined to fuch of the natives as 
became liege fubjeds to our Kings, and fuch Eng- 
lifhmen as incorporated with them. Hence it came 
to pafe, that, upon intermarriages between thofe 
that were without and' within the Englilh pale, fre- 
quent applications were made by the former, both 
men and women, for the benefit of thefe laws and 
the franchises belonging to them ; and there are 
great nunibers of royal grants of naturalization 
upon fuch petitions, which I , have feen, that were 
. extracfled from their ancient records. In fhort, the 
Common lavv,. except fo much. piF it as hath been 
altered by Statute, is thie fame at this day ' in both 
kingdoms : and mbft of the public adts which by 
experience have been found beneficial to the whole 
people of England, have foon after been admitted 
and pa^fed the Parliament of that kingdom. But 
though this is the cafe at prefent, yet it is to be ob- 
fcrved that 'till the time of James the Firft, the 
law of England, as Spenser fays, ." was never 
properly applied unto the Irilh nation as by a purpo- 
fed plot 6f jgoyernment." Indeed in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, who firft affumed the title of 
King of Ireland, all the Irifti lords and principal 
men came in and acknowledged him for their fove- 
reign ; but being immediately left to themfelves, 
and their own licentious manners, they foon forgot 
their obedience, and relapfed into all their former 
anarchy and confufion. 

Vol. I. L Whether 
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Whether there really were, or not, any gold 
Coin mines in Ireland, as fome hiftorians, I have faid, 
7 relate, yet it is not to be denied, that the ufe of 

Ware, nioney was very early there \ even long before the 
NicHOL- arrival of the Norwegians or Danes, who are faid 
SON. by the Englifli writers to have introduced it. The 
O Fl A- ij.jfjj ^^j u monadh,** as well as the other appella- 
Berkly ^^^^ words ufed with little variation in moft of the 
Anonym, ancient and modern languages to fignify money, 
feem to have been derived from one and the {ame 
originc, the Hebrew " Monah or Mineh •," the 
name both of a weight and o£ a kind of money. 
^ Bcfides this, there are found in the Irifti language 
/ ' many mercantile and other words derived from the 

Hebrew, which not only ftiew the great antiquity of 
that illand — as it hath been already proved — but 
which denote alfo the early ufe of trade and of 
money in Ireland ; into which it is probable it 
was introduced as foon as it was frequented by 
the Phfiiicians and other trading nations, if not 
as foon as it was inhabited. A mint however is &\d 
to have been ere<5ted and filver money coined, a- 
bout five hundred years after the arrival of the 
Milefiap colony : and if filver was then coined, it 
may bp prefumed, I think very reafonably, that 
other money of copper or iron were in ufe before. 
There are many inftances of their payments being 
made in gold and filver by the ounce in times later 
than this ; but then thefe were generally of large 
fums, or for the utenfils or ornaments of churches : 
and yet, according to Keating, at the time when 
Chriftianity was firft promulged in Ireland, mints 
were credted at Ardmagh and Calhell, and money 
coined for the fervice of the ftate. But from the 
difference in the refpeftive weight of each of the 
pieces of coin that are now in being, and were cur- 
rent in thofe times, it might be neceiflary to pay and 
receive money in any confiderable fum by the feale ; 

which 
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Mrhieh may be the reafon why the old hiftorians fo i 
often mention the payment of gold and filver by the 
ounce* But as all the coins of thofe antient thnes 
v^hich are now reniaining in the cabinets of the cu-' 
rious> are only of a penny value ; another reafon 
occurs why payments (faould be made by weighs 
and not by tale, which is that of difp^tch and la- 
ving trouble* 

Whethei* the riianarchs of Ireland ontyj cm- each 
petty King in his province or territory, aflumed the 
power of coining nK)ney does not appear, but the 
latter feems moft prot^ble : And whatever their 
coii^ were, there is no doubt but they were ex- 
tremely rude and lUi^ible^ coarie in their make, 
dnd inelegant in their inicription^ t^ appears 
from fome which are ftill preferyed. Thou^the 
I>anes did not introduce mcmey into this ifland, yet 
they greatly improved the coki' of k : And it was 
as late as in the reign of King JoHK,' that fterlm^ 
money was brought into both kingdoms, which 
took Its name from thoCe Eafterlings whom he cal- 
led from Germaay to aiTift in refining his coin. 
Other writers fay, that the word was in ufe long 
before his time, and that; it wa^ introduced into 
England an hundred and fifty years before the Nor^ 
man conqueft. But be this as it ng^y. King Johk 
was the firft monarch who ordered money to be 
coined in Ireland of the fame weight and nneneis 
with dm in England ; and this might be the foun- 
dation of the report above. This is not a place in 
which to give an biftory of the Irifli coins ; which 
any one who has a curiofity that way may fee accu^ 
rately drawn out in Mr. Si mon s's EmyjXL that fub- 
je£t. It is only neoeflary to &y here, that the laft 
reflation of the coin in Ireland, was in the year fe- 
venteen hundred and thirty-feven i at whidi time 
theEngliih guinea and half-guinea, the moidore 
and other Portugal pieces, die SpaoUh and French 

- , L z piftol^ 
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piftoles and the Louis d-ors, were made current fit 
that kingdom at particular rates. But this fcheme^ 
though intended for the public good, was not 
well adapted, it hath been faid, to the ciraimftances 
of Ireland ; and the mifchief of melting filver into 
j^te, or fending it out of the ifland,. is there grown 
to fuch a height, as- well as^hcre, that then: only fil-' 
ver coin is much in the fame ftiate with ours ; fcarce- 
ly any thing but adulterated or old worn Englifli 
ihillings — which pafs for thirteen-pence — and 
fome uxpenny pieces of a proportionable value not 
worth muth' above a" groat. Upon the whole it 
feems neceffary,, t^hat a- mint fhould be allowed to 
Iceland ; and the &ytm\ ipecies of. copper, filver„ 
and gold coins, made of fuch a ftandard weight 
and value, compared with the Englifli, as are pro- 
per and convenient. It appears* fronrtfie Eflay a- 
bovementioned and fi^inlfome hiftomns, that from 
the yeaCr ei^t hundried^^nd ieventy-tw6; down ta 
Edwar0 the Sixth iiv fifteen hundredand fifty, 
if not tO' Queen Eei^abeth, there ^vere* mints in. 
Ireland and money c<3ined for the public fervice. 
But I: faw in -the council books, an order to the 
Duke of Ormonb* from Charlfs the ifecond,' ia 
fixteea hundred and.fixty-two, to ere,6t a mint at 
Dublin; or in any other proper ' place, with very 
ampk inftruftioris in every particular relating to it 
But I believe, lipoid' a- reprefentatibn of the great 
expences of fuch an eftabliftirnent- from* the Lord 
Lieutepant and council, which Ifawiikewife, that 
defigo' was laid afide. However' it was'not deemed 
contrary to the interfeft of England to, allow the 
pcopleiof Ireland the benefit of a mint which rela- 
ted only to themfelves. Indeed it feems plainly to 
be the intereft of England, that the Irifli (hould* 
have a liberty of coining their own money, that 
they may not be under the neceflity, which, they 
are at prefent, of carrying over the Englifli coin, 

notwithftanding 
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naotwithftanding the fevere laws which are made 
fcere to prohibit it The want of coin is an appa- 
rent difadvantage in their commerce ^ and a new 
coinage would regulate all the wild difcord of their 
foreign coins, and blend them into an orderly pro- 
portioned mafs for the fervice of the publick : But 
as the charge of coining is in Englaftd about two 
and a half per cent : belides the annual expence of 
houfe rent, and falaries for the officers and fervants 
of the mint, it is poffible that this might nbt quit 
the coft ; efpeciaUy if it is confidered, that further 
than the ilate thought fit to fiipply bullion to be 
coine49 die mint would ftand ftill, and the rent and 
falari^es be a dead charge to the nation. It feems 
therefore to be the cheapeft, as well as the wifefl: 
method of remedying this evil of the want of coin, 
that we (hould grant them the liberty of having an 
hundred thoufand pounds, or more, coined at the 
mint in England, in ten-penny, or twelve-penny 
pieces IriHi; which would &ve them all the ei^nces 
of rent and falaries, and be the iureft method of 
makii^ their coin of the proper ftandard. Indeed 
if they were aUowed only to coin pieces of fix^pence 
and three-pence value, it feems probable that they 
would find their account in it, by keeping them at 
leaft at home for the ufe of their artifans and manur 
fadurers ; and efpecially if without diminifhing the 
pure filver in this coin, they were permitted to en- 
creafe the allay, and the fize, and hardnefs ; as the 
Dutch, and the Danes, and others do ; becaufe at 
prefent by conftant. ufe, they wear fo faft, and fo 
thin, and are fo fmall, that, befides their want- of- 
value, in time they become in danger of being 
blown away with the wind. 

If the , law of Gavelkind t encreafed their fepts Cuftoms. 
and names intofuch numbers as are not to be found Z~ 
in any other kingdom in Europe, and thereby ere- ;^^^^^^^'g 
ated great parties and fadlions m times of trouble Spekser 
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and diffcnfion, adhering to one anodier with greajt 
conftancy, there were alfo two cuftpms peculiar tp 
the IriOi, whuch were the caufe oif fiich ftrong and 
violent combmations as were prejudicial to the good 
government and ordering of the ftate. The one 
of thefe was Foftering, and the other Gofliprcd ; 
and both of them in higher eftimation with the nar 
tives of Ireland before the conqucft, than with any 
other people in Chriftendom. By the firft of thcle 
cuftoms, the children were always put away to fos- 
terers ; " the potent and rich men» fays Sir Johk 
!Davi£s [/,] felling and die meaner for^ buyii^ 
the alterage of their children : and the rafon was, 
that becaufe in the opinion of this people, Fofterin^ 
hath always been a (Ironger alliance than blood ; 
^nd the Fofter-children love, ^d «re beloved of 
their Fofter-fathers and their fept, more than of 
their own natural parents and their kindred.** The 
other cuftora was that of Goffipred ; which though 
it is a ibrt of fpiritual affinity by the canon law, and 
a juror that was a goffip to either of the panies 
hiight anciently have been challenged as not indif^ 
ferent by our law, yet there never was any nation 
(hat ever made fo religious and ilridt account of it 
asthelrifh. Both this and the former cuftomol>- 
tained in pth^ countries, as far as putting children 
out to nurfe, and being fureties for them in bap-^ 
tifin ; but they created no p^ies nor fadtions as 
they did in Ireland, whereby the gr^t were ena^ 
bled to opprefe their inferiors and oppok their 
equals, and the lower people were countenanced or 
tolerated in their licentioulhefe. 

If thefe cuftoms were productive of a great deal 
of mifchief to th^ ftate, there wefrc others which 
were inconvenient and full of oppreffion to the 
IJieaner fort of people. Bonaught was a taxrin^^ 
pofed at the will of the Lord, {or the maintenance 

^ ; . . of 

^] Hiftor. relations, ice. p.. i8o. 


I N T R O D U C T I O R ns 

of horiemen and light armed foot ; and beiides 
this, there was another tax laid four times a year 
on freeholders for the entertainment and wages of 
fvLch ibldiers ; upon which cuftoms, were engrafted 
by the Engliih a moft wicked extortion, called 
Coigqe and Livery, for fuch purpdes. Coftiery was a^ 
cuftom anK>Qgft the Irifh chiefs or iepts, of exacting 
entertainment for themfelves and their retinue, their 
dogs and hdries, from their tenants and thofe that 
were under their jurifdidtion ; which was almoft as 
grievous a burden as the other, and in which they 
literally eat them out of houfe and home. There 
were other cuftoms of this kind, by which the Lords 
or little Kings were abfblute tyrantis, and the 
tenants not much better than fiaves. As late 
however as fince^ thdr converfion to Chriftianity, 
they had^ flaves which they bought and fold at 
a certain price ; as it appears from fome canons 
of amrienc Irilh fynods, in which the legacy 
of a £iihop out of the goods of the church 
is detern^ned by the price of a maid. Among 
thofe fervants were reckoned fuch as were ta- 
ken in war, who were iKMdght and ibid at a 
certain price, and were often {o redeemed. Befides 
thefe fervants, they had others whom they called 
villains, whofe lands were granted to them as mrt 
of the inheritance or farm of the Lord or Chie£ 
Thcfc were not permitted to bear any military . 
entidoyment ; but after the manner of the old he-- 
TOic ages^ folk)wed only the ruflic labours of digr 
ging, hedging, plowing, and fuch kind of drudgery. 
The reader is not to imagine, that the name carried 
with it any fuch odium or reproach in thofe ancient 
times, as it hath done in later ages. We had the 
fame name and the fame fort of ferv^ts in England ; 
and the one n^eaot no more than villagers to the 
Lord, and the other only the duties and cuftoms of 
the village foi; the Lord's ufe. 
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It is probable that the firft and mofli ancient man-, 
ner of burying their dead was that of burning ; 
as we may learn from an old canon after their con- 
verfion to Chriftanity: in which it is faid*' that 
Kings only were buried' in churches, and that all 
other men were buried ether in the fire, or under 
an heap of Hones ; that no ftranger (hall have ' 
liberty of cutting the church — meaning making a 
grave in it — without the leave of the Prince ; and 
whofoever (hall attempt to do fo, (hall give (axif- 
faftion according to the dignity of the place." Be- 
fides the euftom of burning, we may conclude from 
this canon, as well as from other circumftances of 
their antiquities already mentioned, another euftom 
in burying their dead, which waS under an heap of 
ftones. Thefe are many remains of this euftom in 
feveral parts of the ifland ; and we know it was an 
ancient pradtife in many other countries, for men 
that had been fignal, either for eminent virtues, or 
notorious villanies. Ah inftance of the latter kind 
we find as- early as amongft the children of Ifrad, 
when they buried Achan ; of whom it is faid, 
that they raifed over him a great heap of ftones un- 
to this day." Many bones and urns have been dif- 
covered under thefe heaps in feveral parts of Ire- 
land ; and it is not improbable, that the -euftom 
may have been derived from the Jews, who were 
commanded to put to death their vileft malefaftors, 
by ftoning, or heaping ftones upon them. Whence- 
foever it was derived, the euftom is to this day ftill 
retained among the comnion native Irifli. For as 
they carry a corpfe to the grave, they fet it down in 
a convenient place, and all the people who accom- 
pany it bring ftones and rai(e ah heap over it after it 
is interred. It was ufual for the women to howl and 
clap their hands at the funeral of their friends ; and 
fometimes they were hired to this office when it was 
jjot thought there wef e enough without. The 
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Scythians from whom they ^rung, and even the 
Romans and Germans had the fame fort of cuftom : 
and the expreflion of Tacitus on this fubjeft is, 
" that in women it is commendable to lament, in 
men^to remember." 

After the view that we have taken of the re- 
ligion, laws, and government of the Irifli, we may Manners; 
naturally conclude, if we were not fo informed, (-.^j^^^^^ 
that the way of life of the firft inhabitants 'till Ware. 
the Chriftian aera, was not much unlike that ofKEAT- 
the Patriarchs and the ancient Celtae, limple, tem-"!^- 
perate, unpoliflied ;^nd unconfined ; efpecially asg^^^t^' 
they had no other riches than cattle, and little ley. 
or no traffick with any other nation. *^ In the in-O Fla- 
fancy of ftates", fays Dr. Black well [it], menHf'^TY. 
generally refemble the public conftitution. They ^^^^^^^^j^ 
have only that turn which the rough culture of 
accidents, perhaps difmal enough, through which 
they have pafled, could give them. They are ig- 
norant and undefigning, governed by- fear and fu- 
perftition its companion. There i$ a vaft void in 
their minds : they know not what will happen, 
nor according to what tenour things will take their 
courfe. Every new objedl finds them unprepared, 
and they gaze and ftare like infants taking in their 
firft ideas of light." This account is according 
to nature ; and m all probability bids fairer for 
a true defcription of the Irilh, 'till commerce had 
poli(hed and improved them, than what the an- 
cient authors, fuch as Strabo and Solinus, (ay 
of them on the one hand, or the Irilh hiftorians 
and poets on the other. "It is incredible to believe 
with the former, that they fed upon human fiefti, 
that they eat up the dead bodies of their parents as 
a thing that was honourable, that they had no ' 
fenfe of virtue or religion, and that they knew 
no diftinftion between right and wrong : neither is. 

it 
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it much more eafy to betieve what the latter tell vSp 
that they had a great fuperiortty over their neigh- 
bour nations^ that the focial and moral duties 
were carried to all the lengths which heathen l^ti 
could afford, and that they had palaces and mBigai' 
ficent ftrudturesy eqthil tOy if not furpaffing in grai^ 
deur and expence, the moft cofUy and fplendid 
fabricks of the neighbouring nations. For notwitb^ 
(landing this ikyuriOi of D^. Keating, who pre- 
tends fo much to truth and impartiality, there is not 
a more certain fa^ in their whole hiftory^ than 
that they had no palaces ncx- ftrudtures of any other 
nandeur and expence, during the nrft age of the 
Irifli, nor 'till the latter end of the middle age, tbaii 
of Wattles [daiftered over on the fides,^ and covered 
on the top with turf or rufties* Perhaps in a coun- 
try where woods were then fo abounding as ta 
be inconvenient, fome few bou(es roight be built of 
folid timber. But the- other materials were near at 
hand, were leaft expenfive, and moO: eaiily thrown 
up : and of thefe, it is probable, that their houfes in 
general were conftru^ed ; and were only great 
or fmail according to the wealth or dignity of the ior 
habitants. 

As they had little or no trade, fo tfa^ had no 
corporate towns: and their villages were only a 
. confufed parcel of thde huts placed at a little dif* 
tance from each other, without any c^der or regu-» 
larity, and generally in the middle of a wood ; the 
avenues of which were defended with ihgbt rarar 
parts of earth, or trees fefed and laid acro& one 
another. The pakces of their Kings and Princes 
were all made in the fame fimple tamner^ merely 
to wafwtr the neckties and not the* graiicfeur nor 
luxury ot life : and< fo far did inveterate cuftom pre« 
vail among thefe people^ that even after the recep- 
tion of Ghr ift Binity and the r^nanent of commerce^ 
Aey could not for a long time perfuade themfelves 

to 
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tol>uild their churchas and monafteries of morelbfid 
and magnificent materials than their own houfe^b 
Thw it was not till the b^inning of the ninth ccn*^ 
tury, according to the heft hiftorians of their own, 
dbat th^ Irifh had any ftru^ures built with ftone and 
lirne : and theie were only a fort of round towers 
erected by the Panes (h* Eafterlings, in order t^ 
. watph the motions of the armies of the natives : and 
after the Irilh had driven the Danes out of the ifland, 
thefe towers, apcording to fbmc writers, were turnr* 
ed into bell-fries, and, accprding to others, mxo 
places of retirenxf^t for penitents or anachoreti. It 
is pofTible that fome of them mig^ be ufed for (me 
purpofe and fbme of them for another : but they 
were originally built as I have faid ; and it was not 
'till long after thefe, that churches and caftles were 
built with ftone. Had thefe towers been eredted by 
die Irifh themfelves and tor a rel^ious purpofe^ as 
Several of their antiquarians contend, it is highly 
probable that tliey n^d have had other buildings 
of the fame inalertals for their monafteries and 
churches efpeciaUy : and yet it is confefle'd by moft, 
fttthat tbf 6rit chapel dt ftone m this ifland, was 
built at Baogar by O Mo&chir Archbiihop of 
Ardma^ who died in eleven hundred and forty 
eight. Mr. HAStms, in his additions to Wars, 
who infiils on the roiind towers bemg built by the 
Ififh 6>r religious ufes, has eacplained away this 
eKprefliOfi of St. Bkrkard relating to the chapel at 
Bangor, to npiean only that it wa$ the firft church 
of lime and flone that had been feen in thofe uncivi- 
lly parts of Ireland ; and he has done it with fbme 
appeatance of fucoefs* The palace of Eamaoia men* 
ticked before as the plaoe of one of their nati(xial 
cwncik^ we are told, was the only inflance they 
had of archite«ftonical inagnificence among the an-* 
cient hifh^ and was faoaik three hiqidred and fifty* 
four yeara before the Qhriflian aera. It was deftroyed 
it feems, in the year of our redemption three hunr 
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tired and thirty-two, affording through lb many 
ages fuch examples of fplendour, greatne(s and re- 
gular oecononiy, as do the greateft honour to the 
whole Mil^fian race. In order that the reader may 
iot be milled, it may be proper perhaps to remind 
him, that all this may be true, as far as fplendour, 
greamefs, and oeconomy can be attained, by timber, 
wattles, plaifter, turf^ and rufties, put together in a 
rude unfkilful manner, and nothing further^ For 
they had no other materials ; and notwithflanding 
' , the architedlonical magnificence abovementioned, 
it is certain that their fkill, and their tools ufed in 
architedture, were mean and imperfedt in the age 
. wherein it was built. 

In a country where the people had but few me- 

. chanical arts, where they lived on the produce 

of their own foiL and where coin and metals were 

***** nrm « ^ 

Bot made equivalents for neceflaries, each clan muft 
^ , lit down in its own hereditary canton, with a cer- 
" *' tain portion of land for paflurage and culture. In 
every fuch diflridt each lived apart ; not near e- 
nougb to encroach or incommode, and not too far fe- 
parated to be able to ailift and iiflemble on any e- 
mergency. As they had no Other than inland com- 
merce during the greateft part of the firft ag^, they 
held great markets or fairs in which they bartered 
their commodities with one another, and carried on 
feveral other affairs relating to domeftic • policy. 
They ufed little boats on their lakes or rivers like 
the Indian canoes, made of large trees hollowed but 
thdr (hips and larger veflels, in which they failed 
upon the ocean with oars without the help of (ails, 
were called Curraghs, made of wicker-work, and 
covered with the hides of beafbs. The(e were the firft 
(hips and velfels ufed in the world : and as the Irifh 
were for (bme time more feduded by their fituation 
than any other people from commerce and inter^ 
c0Qxk mth the reft of Europe, fo' thefe might pro- ; 
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tably continue longer in ufe amongft the people of 
that ifland than any where elfe. 

Their whole w^th confifted in agriculture and 
herds of cattle v fo that as they had nothing ta 
export, they had alfo all the neceffiiries of life withia 
themfelves, and had therefore no.occafipti for traf-- 
fick with other nations. In procefs of time indeed^ 
as induftry and experience made the produce of 
their land too great f9r home confumption^; this put 
them upon exchanging their fuperfluities with other 
nations ; and their commerce flourilhed, it muft be 
owned, above that of Britain. Whether J.t is owing; 
to the greater floth of the prefeiit inhabitants, or to 
the depopulation , of the country by fo niany wars; 
and maffacres, it may be hard to fay -^ baat many re- 
mains and traces of a:griculture are now to be fcen^ 
in fbme of the inoft wafte and uncultivated parts of 
the kingdom. So tliajt the fame country, wbofe 
chief commodity wasjibrniftiing other nations with 
cprnj^. i&riow vefy .ofi^n obliged to. fetch their bread: 
from foreign CQWtfies.— A ftrange and; lamentable: 
revolution, .it miift be. acknowledged !' The fame 
foil ,anii cliipate, but;not; tbefSwifi^; hhoiir and in- 
duftry yare to be found:, s^d.yet moderrt Ireland,.; 

by the improvements m^avigation^ ha^ 

means of wealth and greatnefs which<its ancient in- 

hatitaats had npt. But a^ on^;o£ their beft writers 

lays, " they are doomed to be fingul^ in exircqics ; 

to be a great aad leaqied people; under the imalleft 

advantages, andji.njujferable Qation arpjd the great- 


er." 


.The fev^ral colonies of thefirft age lived therje,iii: 
may be fiippofedj in the f^me manner as. their pareaat 
nation of the Celtes lived in Giaul anii Britain and 
Spain. They fed on the fppntw^eous produdions 
of the earth, on the milk of theii? kine, and on what 
they could acquire by their Ikilljri^huating, IhootTr 
ihg with darts, and filhing, Thefe laft exercifes^ 
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fo ncccflary for their fupport^ became confequent- 
ly their thief employment ; and fuch employment 
rendered them fierce^ hardy, and impatient under 
reftraint i to which their not living in towns or large 
villages did not a Iktie contribute. The flefb^ of 
fiich animate as they could take adminiflef ed to 
their food, and their ikins contributed to their 
cloadiing. At fheir ordinary entertainments they 
ftte in a riqg on ru(hes or draw ; and in the mid- 
dle was placed a table, whereon was fet the bread 
which had been baked on a gridiron or before ^e 
fire, milk meats, fle(h and fifli both boiled and 
iHtnlcdi and in the mean time th6 cup went about 
very brifldy. Their chidF drink was beer made of 
barley as in thefe modern times, and a liquor, which 
we caU mead, m^de of honey and water. The 
time of their feftfting was ufually in the evening, 
at which t^ir bards always aiTifled ; when they 
edebratfsd the prailes of their heroes in verfes and 
fijnnets which they fiing to tjiieir harps. The whole 
body of the people throughbut evefy rank, were 
extremely fond of mufick and poetry ; and Ae 
arms of the kingdom were prdbaWy for that reafon 
^ harp. The harp ^and the bag-pipe were in ufe 
at their funerals alfo as we!l as at their feafts, in 
order to encreafe the noife, t,t\d to encourage the 
women to cry after the Scj^hiaq manner ; and thofe 
who could jilay well on thdfe inftrunients were held 
JQ gneat efteeiti. 

The mifitary gisnms, from the nature of their go- 
vemment, and f^om their domeffrc warfare which 
lafted above a thoufand yeats, it is natural to ima- 
gine, muft h^W one of the higheft ranks in the 
ftate. Thus their Princes d|)eci^y^ were inured 
td fatigue and martial difeipline from their infency 
as much as |iny of their fubjefts, ami made military 
* ftratagems a great part of their (bjdy. The Kings 
gave die order of knighdiopd to their fous at feven 
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years of age with the following ceremony : At the 
time of the creation, the boys being armed with 
light and flender fpears in proportbn to their 
ftrength, run feveral courfes againft a fhield that 
was fet up and fattened in the midft of a plain for 
that purpofe ^ and he that broke moft {pears had 
the principal honour of the day. The Irilh, like 
their progenitors, never made ufe of fortified 
towns for their defence, thinking them a check upon 
heroic bravery and a fort of coat of mail for cow- 
ards. They placed tfeeir defence as weU as confi- 
dence in a martial fury^ and in a dread of flavery 
more than of death itfelL They began their x>nfets 
with the utmoft enthufiafin, and yet they rallied 
with cookpiefe and dexterity. Their Kings were fo 
jealous of tieir glorvi, an4 this glory was fo mucb 
envied, that from the begmning to the end of the 
hiftory, there is fcarce an inftance to he found of 
any monarch's farviving the lois pf his «own ; j 
which he always wore on the day of Tbattle. They 1 
were often attacked by&Aion 'till they crufticd 
their opponents by the weight dF power ; oir, wiiich 
much ofteHer happened, till their opponents fub- 
dued them by the force of ar^ns. Their horfemeii, 
who Tode at firft without iaddles and afterv^ards 
without ilirrups, were armed with arrows and iave- 
lins, and fome with ooats of armour. They had 
fervants on foot who had only darts and who took 
care of their horfes. Their military xiiariots were 
in great ufe, before the cavaky were introduced, 
to break the enemies ranks and to tlirow them into 
confufioD ^ at which they were fo expert, that ma- 
ny great feats are recorded of their ancient martial 
charioteers. In the middle age they had two forts 
of infantry, fome called Galloglaifes armed with 
an hebnet, a coat of mail, and a long fword ^ and 
in the right hand they^ carried a pole-ax with which 
they often did terrible e^ecudon^ The Jig^ armed 
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foot were furniflied with darts and daggers or two 
edged javelins, in the ufe of which they were very 
valorous and expert. Military mufick was much 
ftudied and delighted in by this warlike people, as 
it fired them witlf courage, enthufiafm, and con- 
tempt of danger ; and by the help of this alone 
they founded the charge, rallied, or retreated. In 
courage, other nations were no doubt their equals, 
in art and difcipline probably their fnperiors ; but 
they exceeded all other troops in Europe in fuftain- 
ing the fever eft fatigues of war. They were fo 
greedy of conqueft and of plunder, as well as fo 
tenacious of what they had gained, that they 
fought with aftrength and fury that nothing fcarce- 
ly could withftano,. but like fire and ftorm they 
•drove', all before them. Their conftant ordinary 
militia in times of peace, aboup the Chriftian asra, 
confifted of three divifions of equal number, in all 
nine thoufand men, under fucceffive commanders 
ot the greateft name for valoiir and experience in 
the art of war. Thefe were kept in conftant pay 
by the Mdnarch, Princes, and People, in order to 
■guard the coafts from foreign enemies, and to keep 
all quiet at home. But in cafe of any emergency, 
cither in order to fupprefs a rebellion, or to with- 
ftand anjnvafion from abroad,, a power was given 
to the general to encre^fe his" ftanding army to 
feven battalions^ making in the whole one and 
tweiity thoufand. The famous Finn — fo much 
celebrated of .late in the pretended poems of 
OssiAN*, under the name bf Fingal — was the 
comhiander iachief of. dais illuftrious body ; and 
many volumes are written of the great exploits of 
him and his heroes. The Irifti forces in the pay of 
France, - which are the flower of their army, to fay 
nothing of any others, have in all their wars for 
thefe threefcore years paft, approved themfelves the 
defcendants of thefe valiant and warlike people; 
r" " Both 
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Both the males and females of the ancient Irifliy 
were generally tall, well made, and of a ftrong and 
liardy conftitution ; very patient of cold and hun- 
ger, extremely frank and amorous, revengeful, 
proud, and flothful. They were very loofe in the 
article of marriage, retaining concubines, and repu-' 
diating their wives at pleafure, living with them in 
common, and in fliort laying little or no reftraint 
on their inclinations. The reader will obferve, 
that I am fpeaking of their priftine ftate, and not 
kfter Ireland was become the feat of commerce and ^ 
literature to the Weftern world : and then I (hall 
efcape the cenfures, which Keating hath either 
ignorantly or malevolently thrown upon Camden, 
and fome others, who fpeak of them in fuch terms 
as I have done. The drefs of the old inhabitants 
was fim^e as. their manners ; the produce and ma- 
nufafture of their own country. The Men wore a 
mantle and trowfers ; the W omen a mantle and 
petticoat : Both had brogues upon their feet, being 
fomething thicker than pumps fewed with leather ; 
the Men had a cappeen and the Women a kircher 
upon their heads, throwing their mantles over them 
when they went but to keep off the fun or rain. 
The linen cloth was anciently fb extenfive a manu^ 
failure in this: country, that Moryson fays, [/] 
the native Iriih gentry ufed to wear thirty or forty 
ells in^ a fhirt, all gathered and wrinkled, and co- 
loured with fafFron, becaufe they never put them^ 
off 'till they were worn out. The great were ap- 
parelled anciently much in the fame manner with 
the lower rank' ; allowing for the finenefs of the 
texture, and the variety or rather the number of 
their colours. Indeed it was the number of then> 
in any garment which properly diftinguifhed the 
rank of the wearer ; and thofe entitled to fix, came 
either next in magiftracy or next in honour to the 
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fupreme monarch. This law did more, it is faid, 
towards gaining efteem and refpedt than all the 
golden trappings of the Eaft, and jpet cx)ft nothing. 
Befides it produced a noble emiilation among men 
of letters ; who, on proving themfelves thoroug^y 

' fkilled in the learning and lAilofophy of the cpun- 
"try, received the vefture allotted for the provincial 
fovereigns, and confequently were next to them in 
honour. The education of their youth was begun 
in their early infancy, by taking thcm^ from habits 
pf idleriefs and training them up to latlorious exer- 
jcifes of body, at the fame time that their minds 
were not left unibultivated. The pleafures of the 
chace fuperfeded at dated times all other diverfion% 
and no people in the world purfued them with 
greater eagernefs. * In this cxercife they underwent 
inexpreflible fatigues i which contributed, greatly 
to their mufcular ftrength, and gave them agility 
and firmnefs agamft the feverity of the weather. 
In ftort the chafe was fucb a fehool for teaching 
therh vigilance, a Ikill in archery, patience imder 
labour, and long abftinence from food, that few 
foreign enemies could ftand before them, and none 
could ever equal them in rapid marches and quick 
retreats. It was by tliefe meajos that they often 

" b^ffl^d all the forces of Britain and the Roman le- 
gions united, when they came Jiither to the aflif- 
tance of their friends the Pidts — Thefe are the 
outlines of the manners of the ^cient Irifti : let us 
no.w tii^n to thofe of the prefent. 

According to Sir William Petty, ". they may 
be deduced from their original conftitutions of body> 
froxtf the air, frorrf their ordmary food, from their 
ftate and condition, from the influence of their teach- 
ers, and laftly from their ancient cufloms which 
affedl as well their confciences as their Q;giture." In 
their ftature, ftiape, and complexion, they have 
not d^enerated from their anceflors, and are no- 
thing 
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thing inferior to any other people. In their courage 
and intrepidity, it is well known that they do not 
difgrace their origin ; nor is it in this particular only 
that theylmitate their progenitors. For, above three 
parts in four of the mere Irilh live in little huts or 
cabins^ without chimnies, doors, or windows. Their 
principal diet is potatoes, and milk fweet and four, 
thick^and thin, which in fummer time is alfo their 
drink : in winter they -drink water, and whilkey — 
like our gin — ^when they can get it. But tobacco 
taken in fliort pipes, together with fnufF, feems to 
be the great pleafure ot their ifves ; infomuch that 
the chief part of their esqjence is to procure them: 
Notwithffcanding the great plenty of flefli,' they 
feldom eat any, unlefs it be of the fmaller animals ; 
and they are yet fo far from being civilized, efpe- 
cially inviliages diftant from cities, and where the 
Englifli n^nners have not prevailed, that their habi- 
tations, furniture, and apparel are as fordid as thofe 
of the iavagts in America: 

Whether the lazinefs which is attributed to them 
— and very juftly — is more derived from their 
anceftors, or their original conftitutiori, it is hard to 
fay : but it is certain that there is ftill among the na- 
tive Irifti, a very ftrong and remarkable antipathy' 
to all labour ; and that moft of them poflefs a cyni- 
cal content in dirt and beggary, to a degree beyond 
any other people in chriftendom. The cabin of an 
Irifli peafant is the cave of poverty : within you fee 
a pot and a little ftraw, and without an heap of 
children almoft naked tumbling j9n the dunghill. 
Their fields and gardens are a lively counterpart of 
Solomon's defcription ot th0 field of the flothful, 
and of the vineyard of the man void of underftand- 
ing. In every road the ragged enfigns of poverty 
are difplayed : the traveller often meets caravans of 
thefe miferable wretches^ whole families in a drove 
without clothes to cover, or bread to feed them ; 
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both which might be procured with moderate la- 
, bour. But the work of one man in the field will 
fuftain a family of forty with potatoes ; and they 
build a hut or cabin in three days. The milk 
of one cow will afford food and diink enough for 
three men in the fummer ; and they can get 
cockles, oyfters, mufcles, and crabs almoft every 
where near the fea in great abundance. What need 
they therefore to labour hard, who can content them- 
felves with this wretchednefs ? Befides they have 
been taught, and they teach it one another, that 
this way of living is more like the patriarchs their 
anceftors of old, and their faints of later times, 
by whofe prayers and merits they are to be relieved, 
and whofe examples they are to follow. The reader 
mufi not take this as a defcsiption of the inhabitants 
of Ireland, but of the loweft^ fort of the mere native 
Irifh ; nor of them univerfally, but in the parts moft 
uncultivated by people of fortune. As to the thievry 
with which they are charged, and which they inhe- 
rit likewife from their, anceftors, this is common to 
all thin peopled countries, fuch as Ireland is ; where 
there are not many eyes to detedt it, where what is 
ftolen is eafily hid or eaten, and where it is not 
difficult to burn the houfe, or to violate the perfons 
ot thofe who profecute fuch crimes. . But if fuch 
are the manners of the loweft fort, yet the Irifh 
gentry, who approve themfelves to be the remains 
of a free and learned nation, in their diet, houfes, 
and apparel, refemble or rather exceed the Englilh. 
Their hoipitality is more exteniive and general, 
their behaviour is polite, and their table el^ant. 
Let this fuffice for a defcription of the native Irifh. 
In the following charafteriflicks, I fpeak of the 
inhabitants of Ireland ; and not as diftinguifhed 
by this or that name and origine. Though ik> 
country in Europe is capable of more improvement 
tjian Ireland, yet it is as much behind other nations 

in 
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in arts and induftry, as it is before them in the ad- 
vantages of harbours, foil, and climate. Nor are 
natural advantages- the only ones which they poflefe 
beyond their neighbours : they have many civil 
ones. It is the peculiar privilege of the Irifh, to 
enjoy the fuUeft leifure for cultivating the arts of 
peace, and for ftudying the public welfare. They 
are neither embroiled with foreign wars, nor dif- 
trefled nor perplexed with toreign affairs ; and yet 
by their relation to England they in fome fort reap 
the benefit of our wars and treaties. In fhort, with 
the expence of keeping up a (landing force of twelve 
thoufand men — encreafed at this time to fixteen 
thoufand — they are protefted by the fleets and ^ 
armies of Great Britain, whofe intereft it is to guard ' , 
and defend them on every fide. They pay no 
taxes of any kind for the fupport of government, 
except quit and crown rents, and two Ihillings a 
year for every hearth : fo that whatever eftates they 
have there, they have them all to themfelves ; 
without any. deduction for a tax upon their lands, 
which is fo heavy a burden to the freeholders of 
England. The cuftom and excife duties which are 
very fmall and few compared with ours, are ap- 
propriated to particular purpofes of nati6na| utility. 
But amidft all thefe advantages, ** in fuch 3. 
climate and fuch a foil, under fuch a mild and equi- 
table government, and with fo many navigable 
rivers for domeftic trade, to behold fo many roads 
untrodden, fo malny fields untilled, fo many houfes 
defolate, and fo many hands unemployed, this, laid 
the late Bilhop Berkley, is a new (peAacle under 
the fun." A fpirit of improvement, it muft be 
owned, however, hath of late years gone out 
amongft them, as may be feen in many parts of this 
Introdudlion ; but there is yet a great deal left to 
do. The wife and good laws relating to the linen 
manufacture, the care and adtivity of that board, 
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and the many noble defigns of the Dublin fociety, 
have in fbme mealure introduced induftry, and a 
cultivation of the fciences into that kingdom. But 
yet the gentry of Ireland, either not underftanding, 
or not having a proper tafle and notion of magni - 
ficence, affe(5t wretched diftindlions which im- 
poverilh themfelves without enriching the public. 
It is queftioned whether there is any country in 
Europe fo good a cuftonier for claret as Ireland, 
which they pay our enemies for with ready money ; 
and the ladies fend out a greater proportion of their 
wealth for fine apparel than any other females in the 
whole world. But yet no people in Europe are 
fo meanly provided with houfes and furniture fuita- 
ble to their eftates, as the people of fortune in 
Ireland. - 

One would think that noble houfes well built 
and furnifhed, a great train of fervants, a fine 
equipage, and an elegant plentiful table, are dif-: 
tindtions glittering and iplendid enough to feed 
the vanity of any mortal : And thefe by procuring 
the magnificence of the rich, would alfo provide for 
the neceffities of the poor. A grand manfion houiq 
highly finifhed and furnifhed, extenfive gardens 
beautifully difpofed, and decorated with^ water^ 
wood, and flatutes— for all which the materials are 
to be found in Ireland in great plenty — would be an 
improvement that would remain at home, pais on to 
the next heir, and adorn and enrich the country. 
This would be a tafle for magnificence which would 
excite emulation, promote a fpirit of indiiftry, and 
employ many hands that are now idle, ^nd con- 
fequenrly miferable and licentious. But this is a 
tafle, which the gentry of Ireland have in general 
been very defedlive in : and it is left to the prefent 
age, to adorn their country w^ith fumptuous edifices, 
fciilpture, and painting, and many other diflincftions 
•whigh they may pitxure without a foreign trade. — 
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I mufl again caution the reader againft underfland* 
ing this reprefentation in too ftrift a fenfe. For 
there are many noble houfes, and fome public 
edifices created of late years, which would do ho- 
nour to any nation. But in defcribing % people^ 
an hiflorian is obliged to fpeak as they generally are ; 
and in that fenfe it is ftill too true, notwithftanding 
thefe exceptions, that the men of fortune in Ireland 
are very deficient in the articles abovementioned. 
I'perfuade my feif however that they will not long 
remain fo. 

Having now prefented the reader with the bed 
accounts that I could meet with of the feveral par- 
ticulars which are neceflary for his underftanding 
the following hiftory, it is time to put an end to 
this Introduction, and to proceed to the work it'- 
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IT cannot be a matter of furprize to any one, who 
has confidered the vanity which every nation 
hath faDen into of deriving themfelves from a 
more ancient origine than can be proved, that thena- 
tivesof Ireland fliouldhave recourfe to fable and inven- 
tion to magnify their antiquity. It is a circumftance 
alfo common to every country in the world in the 
firft and ruder ages, that through a great feries of 
time tradition held the place of hiftory ; and as lit* 
tie matter of moment was tranfadted in their firil: 
fettlonents, fo there was little matter to be record- 
ed. Tradition how6ver mull neceflarily be defec- 
;ive in the two important circumflances of time and 

place, 
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place, for very obvious reafons. The fadts were 
recited in the times wherein they happened, when 
it was unneceflary to recite the dates or places ; 
and when they afterwards came to be enquired in- 
to, from not being handed down they never covQd 
be recovered. 

It is not therefore peculiar to the country of 
which I em now going to writer that its earlieft 
ages are buried in obicurity, or involved in fable 
and tradition. The nature of man and the con- 
flant courfe of affairs in this earthly fyftem, pre- 
clude us from receiving any materials for hiftory 
which may be called auchentic, of the firfl age of 
any nation ; and in faft there are none in pro&ne 
hiftory to be found. It is a circumftance lamented 
by every fenfible hiftorian that ever wrote ; and 
Jhould confequently teach every reader to lay but 
little ftrefs on the originals whiph are recorded of 
any people. Curiofity may prompt us to fee what 
is (kid of The earKeft ages that we vsn t mee i -but 
the author will mifpend his abilities, and the reader 
will wafte his time, who Ihall fludy thofe relations, 
and depend upon them forTiiftoify : ajnd yet amidfi: 
all the fabulous or traditionary accounts which are 
given of nations, it is poffilyle to extradt fomething 
which bears a near refemblance to truth, if it is riot 
the whole, ornothing but t^ie- truth. A^reatdeal 
of ore indeed is to be dug out of therubbiftiof 
ancient authors to come at this fmall quantity of 
gold ; and it muft be fifted with patience and indus- 
try, as well as art. But this which is the moft diffi- 
cult and unpleaiant ta^k to the writer, affords the 
reader left knowledge and enferminment than any 
other. 

Though! havje made thefe conceffions, conform- 
ably to the fentimentst)f LordBonNcfeRokE, in 
favour of the - uncertainty of anciciit Ihiftory oil 
the one hand, yet on the other hand it feems to ine, 

that 
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that the criticks have been much fevcrer in their 
cenfures of the old hiftorians of thefe northern nati- 
ons than they ought to have been 5 and there are 
every day almoft things brought to light, by com- 
paring the hiftory of one country with attother, 
which ftrengthen, if they do not abfolutely confirm, 
the accounts which have been generally given by 
thefe hiftorians. 

If fome people have been too credulous in be- 
lieving all the traditions of their country which have 
been handed down, it is as certain that others have 
treated them with too much levity ; giving them all 
up as fables and forgeries to impofc upon pofterity. 
Such a defign appears ridiculous as well as wicked ; , 
and it has happened in fa£t, that we have had ftronger 
hiilorical proofs of the reality of many of thefe 
accounts, once treated as fabulous, than we/ hare ' 
of feveral others of a thoufand years later date. * 
** In thefe kind of criticifins men often betray their 
own ignorance or prejudice, by expedling plainer 
proofs from thefe old writers, tnan the remote age 
in which they lived has rendered poilible. Thus 
diough corredt hiftories could not be written, be- 
fore letters and writing were invented, yet the 
keeping an account of the number of their Kings 
and the length of their reigns, was as eafy as the 
Muscovite computation, by ftringiiig beads upon a 
wire. It is a great miftake to imagine, that time^ 
which devours brafe or marble, annihilates truth ; 
becaufe things that are once true, are true for ever; 
nay further it muft be allowed, that lies and fables 
added to them, neither make them lefs true, nor 
lefs ufeful to thofe who have judgment enough to 
difcern the difference ; if it did, we muft throw 
away die modern hiftory as well as the ancient. 
Many learned writers, with the helps that we have f 
gained froni hiftorical libraries, fince the invention - 
pf printing and other improvements, have made di(^ ^ 

coveries 
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« coveries of ancient times, as wonderful as the late 
aftronomers with their telefcopes have made in th^ 
ftars and planets. But thefe difcoveries h^ve been 
gradual and improving, inftead of growing lefs by 
titne [w."] 
„ The BardS) as I have faid in the Introduftion, 

Hutch- ^^^ ^^ ^^j^ }ji{j.Qj.ij^jjg which the firft inhabitants 

Diflirtat. of Ireland, and indeed all their progenitors the 
Keat- Gauls, had in every country. Nothing was com- 
j^^- mitted to writing in thofe J^es, except the arcana 
• : of the Druids ; but all public tranfaftions being 
turned into verfe were fung at their public feafts, 
and when they went to war, accompanied with 
their harps. The neceffary ornaments of poetry 
give a great fcope to a poetic genius to enlarge, illuA 
trate, and invent ; and what the firft bards niight 
relate with great adherence to truth, as it was not 
committed to writing, their fucceflbrs might embel- 
' lifli with metaphor and fidtion ; *till at laft the 
truth might be fo overrun with fable, as to make it 
difficult to diftinguifti them. As difagreeable a 
circumftance as this may be in inveftigating the 
Irifh hiftory, it is one of the moft natural figns of 
its antiquity. We ought not therefore to enter in- 
to* a peevifti difiquifition of the truth of circumftan- 
ces, which poetry will never bear, and is againft 
its laws : it is enough, if the grofs of the hiftory 
and its chief characters are true. It is however as 
certain, as any faft can be at ip great adiftance of 
time, that there is a good foundation for the ancient 
hiftory of Ireland, in the fonnets and ballads of 
their bards or poets ; if we confine it, as we ought 
to do, to the memory of the firft founders and 
^ more famous heroes of a nation, with fome 
draughts of genealogies for Princes or great men, 

without 
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without adopting the fables and forgeries intermix- 
ed with them. 

Thus we are told by O Flaherty, thebeft 
chronologer of the Irilh, " that till the year of the 
world three thoufand nine hundred and thirty-nine, 
during a period of above a thoufand years, the po- 
ets had the fole power of delivering laws to the peo- 
ple, and that they pronounced their judgments in 
verfe ; laws not being yet committed to writing 
[«/'] But if an equal indulgence is given to the firft 
poetical records of thefe bards, which is given to 
the traditions of other ancient nations, the ufe of 
letters and arts can be proved near as early in Ire- 
land as in any other European country. Here the 
great fecurity of the nation from foreign invafions 
would retain them ; and a popular form of govern- 
ment for many ages might no doubt improve them. 
Xhofe circumftances muft naturally give rife to hif^ 
tory in a very early period ; and the fragments that 
are left of it afford not only many domeftic fafts, 
but feveral inftrudlive lights alfo regarding thefe 
ancient people. Many extradts from thefe records, 
which have been collected, tranflated, and printed 
by the natives, reach up very near the beginning of 
its exiftence, and tell their feveral colonies in order, 
the names of their leaders, and the public accidents 
which Ijappened in their time. 

Thefe particular details indeed are brought as an 
objeftion to the credit of the Irilh hiftory by Mr. 
Innes, in his Critical Eflay on the ancient inhabi- 
tants of North Britain ; fome of which detail;? no 
doubt are falfe and fabulous. But if we consider 
the manner of writing in thofe very early times, as 
mentioned above, this is not' iufficient to difcredit, 
or fet afide, all the hiftory in which they are found. 
In thefe extrads it is remarkable that the charac- 
ters of the heroes, though of the fkmc kind, and 

ex;cellin§ 
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I excelling in one and the fame thing— princely cou- 
rage or bravery — yet are all diverfified, and mark- 
; cd with fome peculiarities that diftinguifti them. 
This could fcarcely ever h^ve been feigned -, it was 
truth and njiture alone that could form thofe differ- 
ences, fo real and yet fo nice, and afterwards offer 
them to a reprefentation. " To defcribe fo many 
Men, to point out their manners, to paint their 
perfons, to relate their adventures, and make a 
long recital of their families, feems to be beyond 
the power of fiftion. The making or feigning fa- 
culty, be it ever fo rich and inventive, after an ef- 
fort or two repoils upon itfelf ; and if it finds no 
ftore of originals within, either falls a repeating the 
fame charadters with a tedious uniformity, or con- 
trives falfe ones that glare and make a ihow, but 
by fome wry feature certainly betray their unlike- 
nefs to truth [o/*] Let thefe obfervations be well 
confidered by thojfe who deny the authenticity of all 
ancient hiflory, and let it be applied particularly to 
. that of Ireland, and they will afford a collateral evi- 
i denceof its antiquity. 
Diflertat "^^^ ^ ^ moriQ convinping proof than Speculative 
NicHOL- refinenients, that thefe poetical records are not en- 
SON. tirely fable void of truth, it rauft be ob&rved that 
Keat- they have been authenticated in ibme d^ree by Sir 
^^^' Isaac Newton's account of early forcjgn nati- 
ons ; which correfpojjds in. a furprizing manner, 
even tq the names and parentage of their Spanifh 
anceflof s within the fame period of time, with the 
accounts which theii' bards ^ave given ; as may be 
feen in a parallel drawn up.with great accuracy by a 
late hiflorical writer, and. which will be^giyen i^its 
.^ f proper , place. Such a great author or our own 
^ times having given this rqpute to thofe jearly re- 
.'" . cords, not only without. QOtfifulting them, but even 
alfo under the perfuafion diat there were none, it is 

expedled 
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expedked' — and I think not unreafonably — that it 
will add a credit to their more recent hiftory, and 
command an attention from the learned, which has 
been hitherto but faintly given, if not abfolutely de- 
nied. Indeed if fome of their writers are to be cre- 
dited, Ireland i^ perhaps the only country in the 
wprld, which made hiftory a national caufe of die 
greateft importance to the ftate ; and where real 
trania<5tions only are to be lodged for in the earlieft 
ages. According to them, thefe bards were not 
only endowed by the government and prime fami- 
liesy as already mentioned in the introduction, but 
that no means naight be overlooked, to convey g©^ 
nuine hiftory to pofterity, their produftions w^re to 
undergo the folemn teft and fandtion of the great 
council of the nation in a triennial Parliament or 
conyention ; where fuch accounts only as were 
deemed worthy of credit were approved, and a 
memorial of them entered into the regifters of that 
High Court. If any authors were found to per- 
vert the truth, or impudently to proftituteit in order 
to ferve the purpofes of party, to mifreprefent un- 
fortunate or defeated virtue, to contradii^ or con- 
ceal undoubted fa<fts with the fame perverfe intenti- 
on of prejudicing fallen patriots, who had no 
other than hiftorical truth for their virtdication, in 
fuch cafes the authors were degmded, and made li- 
able to the penalties infli£ted by a law againft occa- 
fional and incendiary hiftorians. If this account ]$ 
to be depended on — and when ftript of the colour- 
ing with which it is heightened, and reftrained to 
no higher a date than about three hundred year$ 
before the Chriftian aera, nobody can fey that it is 
not — it gives a gre^t idea of .the.wifdqm of this peo- 
ple, and an authenticity to their hiftory which is 
to fcie given, J believe, to no other nation under the 
fun. But whatever truth there may be in this early 
care of their records, there, are concurrent teftimo 
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flies from foreign authors of the great antiquity of 
this ifland, which are not fubjedt to the fufpicion of 
that partiality, with which the criticks charge thefe 
domeilic annals. 

The inhabitants of this country fhould be con- 
fidered in their hiftory under four different agesv 
The firft age, which may be called the Fabulous, 
comprehends a fpace of about four hundred years^ 
from the earlieft accounts of time, to the coming in 
of the Milefians from Spain ; through the feveral 
colonies of Parthalanians, Nemedians, Belgians,, 
and Danonians. The fecond period, which may 
be called the Obfcure, begins with the Spanifh in- 
vafion, and extends through a courfe of thirteen 
hundred years, to the arrival of St. Patrick who 
converted the ifland. The third or mkldle age, 
which may be called the Enlightened, begins with 
die planting of the Gofpel by that miflionary, and 
extends to the conqueft by the Englifli j which 
contains a Ipace of feven hundred and forty yearsi 
The latter age, which may be called the Hiftorical, 
may be computed from the reign of Henry the 
Second, 'till its final fettlement at the revolution by 
King Wi L L I A M . In order to obviate aU confufioa 
that may arife, I fliall carry on the hiftory accoixi- 
ing to this divifion ; and it fliall be my bufinefs all 
along, as it fliould be of the writers of all ancient 
hiftory whatever — and indeed it is all that I can do 
lat this diftant period — to clear away the truth from 
the great rubbifli of fiftion, and to polifli it from 
the ruft which it has acquired by time and igno- 
rance. 
The firft age of the Irifli according to the divifi- 
O Fla- -on abovementioned, I have called the fabulous ; and 
HERTY. yet even in this age, it is the opinion of Bifliop 
"^ Usher, Loyd, Camden, and many other of 

our beft antiquarians, that there are feveral re- 
Ware. mains of true hiftory which ought to be received. 

Even 
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Even Innes who hath combated the credit of thefe HttrcH- 
high antiquities more than any writer that I have I?^- 
feenj allows that in this age " there was fome kind Com e rf' 
of government Without doubt in Ireland, probably Cam tJEi* 
that of a King or fingle chief or leader, and fome 
uncertain tradition^ of more memorable tranfadtions 
y>y\ But be this as it may.— According to the 
cuftom of all other nations, in deriving their glory 
from their high ^tiquity, we are told in the Iriih 
chronicles, that the country was firft inhabited by 
one of NoAH's.nieces before the flood, and even 
before the art of navigation was at all known in the 
world* But the hiftorians who give this up as a 
fi(Stion, yet prefume to people the iiland immediately 
after the dilperfion of mankind at Babel-— which irf 
about three hundred years after the flood — with 
fome of jAPHET'spioflierity. , ' 

According to thefe hifliorians, one of thetn named 
Partholan, the fixth in defcent from Magog P^^'^M*. 
his fccond fon, encouraged by the' late- attempt of^j^ ^^^ 
NiMROD then rtewly polfeft of the Aflyrian monar- 
chy, fearched fo far weft:, in order to difcover 
a country where he might have the fole jurididlion, 
as at laft: he came to Ireland. Here he fetded himfelf, 
with his three fons and their wives, and a thouland 
men whom they brought with them under their 
command. They are fo p^articular as to give 
tis the day of the: month when he landed, and 
not only the names of his three fons, but of a fa- 
vourite greyhound alfo, of his fervants, and of his 
oxen. To the fons they have given the charafter of 
very aftive and valiant men ; who fearching the 
ifland from lide to fide and in every part, made 
it the place of their habitation, and left remem- 
brance of their names, which reijiain in thefe places 
at this day. It is faid of the old man their father 
that he was driven out of Greece, where he had . 

Vt)L. I. N flain 
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flain his father and mother in order to come at the^ 
crown ; and landing here, had in a Ihort fpace ol* 
time, with the affiflance of fo many hands, con- 
verted into plains a great part of the country over- 
grown with woods and thickets In order to em- 
bellifli the narrative, there is a* formal ftory of his 
jealoufy of his wife and one of his fervants ; which 
the old Bard who records it has amplified with fome 
humour. It is reported in the chro icles of that 
time, that he found no more than three lakes and 
nine rivers in the ifland at his arrival ; but that be- 
fore his death which was thirty years after, feven 
lakes more broke out, the names of which are 
recorded. 
' ' Though loughs- and rivers are as old as the fea 

• and land, and we fee ng new ones break <>ut in our 
days, yet thofe great lakes abovementioned are 
fo far from being like fo many milftones to fink 
the credit of the- hiftory, in the opinion of Bjfhop 
Hutchinson, " that they are ftrong proofs, he 
. fays, not only that they who recorded them Were 
\ led by the reality of the fa<fls, but that they were 
wife men who wrote them for the inftruftion of 
pofterity, that they might know which way nature 
moved. The-moft eminent geographers tells us of 
more and greater new lakes than thefe, which have 
covered the low grounds in many other countries;" of 
which he gives feveral infl:ances.[y]. Was the other 
part of the llory probable, there would be no 
great difficulty in conceiving greater changes than 
thofe which the fea has made fince the flood. 

After this manner, fay the hiflorians, was Ireland 
firft inhabited under the government of Par tho- 
LAN and his offspring ; though fome other rovers 
might have peopled it firft from Britain. But they 
not having left the names of any governors that had 
. been over them, nor how long they had continued, ' 

the 
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the Irifli sera begins from him. However to make 
their hiftory ftill more heroic, according to ancient 
cuftom, they tell us that together with this pof- 
terity of Jap he t, or foon after, there came into 
this ifland certain godlefe people of the ftock of 

. NiMROD the defcendantsof Ham, called Fomori- 
ans or giants ; not oqly on account of their bodily 
lize and ftrerigth above the commqn proportion 
of other men, but alfo on account of their being 
wanderers who opprefled the Weak with violence 
and rapine, in order to acquire the fovereignty 
to themfelves. As a reafon for their quarrelling 
with their fellow colonics, my manufcript fays, that 
they repined at thd. bleffing pronounced upon Shem 
and Jap»et, and thought it neceflary to with- 
ftand all lawful rule and dominion, left the curfe 
of flavery predicted by Noah ftiould light upon 
them. Wherefore withdrawing their obedience from 
their lawful governors of the tribe of Japhet, they 
fet up a chief of thefr own ftock ; maintaining his 
dominion by bringing the other fubje<^s into con- 
tinual bondage. Various was the fuccefs at different 
times between the original inhabitants and the in- 
vaders : to the great uneafinefs and difadvantage of 
thofe who loved to live in quiet under their lawful 
rulers. But at laft it was determined, by one ge- 
neral battle, either to fubdue thefe proud rebellious 
tyrants, or nobly to lofe their lives in fupport of 
liberty, and fo be free from further mifery. 

However as many difputesand diflenfions had 
arifen annongft themfelves fince their lirft fettlement, 

. which had weakened their forces in fome meafure, 
they judged it right to make a peace with one 
another, before they put the whole ftace to hazard 
in a general battle with the common enemy. Con- 
cluding thef efore an agreement which fettled all 
their difFereiices, md a league being entered into to 
ftand heartily T&y one another, and to unite their 

N z ftrength 


^Si 


154 T H E H I S TO R Y Vol. I. 

ftrength againft the Fomorians, they affembled their 
forces from every part of the ifland. The battel 
was foon joined ) and each fide fought with very 
dubious fuccefs, and with incredible valour and 
fury, for feveral hours : at laft the victory inclined 
to the Partholanians, and a general flaughter enfued 
of the gigantic enemy. For the former being de- 
termined to deliver themfelves from them for ever, 
that they might no more feel the miferies which 
they had before endured, made fuch a bloody 
ufe of their vidlory, that they never ceafed the car- 
nage *till they had put every man and woman and 
child that could be met with to the fword. Nor 
did their revenge and animoiity end with this : 
they would not vouchfafe to bury the carcafes of the 
flain i but cafting them out like fo many dead dogs, 
the air of the whole ifland was fo corrupted with 
the ftench arifing from them, as brought on a 
^ plague which fwept off all the inhabitants and defo- 
lated the country for thirty yeaf s. 

Thus ended the firft colony which fettled in Ire- 
land, after a poffeffion of thirty years. It muft be 
owned that the hiftorians differ in their relation 
of it very widely, and efpecially in the dates which 
they aflign for its invafion and continuance ; — and 
even in true hiftory it would be no wonder* For in 
adjufting the account of the beginning of kingdoms, 
and the • firft inhabitants of a country, infuperable 
difficulties muft be met With : and the higher en- 
quiries are purfued, and the nearer we come to the 
origine of a nation, the more obfcure are its anti - 
quities ; ending generally in poetical fidlions that 
are fcarce worthy of a j)lace in hiftorical writings. 
The moft that can be faid for the account which 
has now been given, is that it is grounded on pro- 
bable fa<5ts, and that the retention of fuch fads 
evinces the eatrly ufe of letters in this ifland. If 
ever fuch a colony invaded Ireland, it could not 

come 
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tome from Greece, but either from Gaul or Bri- 
tain. The little knowledge of navigation in 
thofe early ages would not admit of longer 
voyages; and the bringing them from remo- 
ter regions and defcribirig their great exploits, 
we may be ^affured are nothing elfe, but the 
humour common in thofe days of fwelling thefe ori- 
ginals of nations with the inarvellous and heroic. 
iVmidft the variety of dates in reciting the old 
accounts, which have probably been inferted by 
later writers who have copied and tranflated thefe 
accounts, I have thought it beft to abide by thofe of 
OF4-AHERTY; who took incredible pains to fettle 
the chronology of the Irifli hiftory ; and whofe 
authority is allowed by all writers fmce to be moft 
worthy of obfervation. According therefore to his 
• computation — though I believe it may be antedated 
about an hundred and fifty years. — I (hall now 
proceed with the hiftory. ^ 

When the country had lain defolate and \vithout Nemedhw 

inhabitants for thirty years another colony under ""J ^ 

the condudt of NEME;Diys, a defcendent of Ma- '^^^^ 
GOG, made a defcent upon this ifland with his 
wife and four fens, and a thoufand and twenty men 
in thirty- four (hips frorri the Euxinefea. During the 
time of this colony, four other lakes broke out, the 
names of which are given in an old fonnet ; and 
their chief having a mind to improve the foil and to 
cultivate the country, cut down twelve woods of a 
very large extent, and laid the land on all fides open. 
Having fonie African pirates in his tr^n called 
Fomorians-r- a uame for no particular people but 
for any tranfmarine nation — and who at this time 
and afterwards fettled in the North of Ireland, 
Nemedius employed four of them, who were 
ihafter builders, to ereft two royaji forts, which 
having fini(hed with equal (kill and expedition, the 
artifts were the next morning by his orders put to 
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death ; left they (hould afterwards, fays the hiftory^ 
build other ftrudtures furpalHng thofe of his in 
fplendour and magnificence. Many of thefe Fomo- 
rians having at ditierent times migrated into Ireland, 
were engaged by the Nemedians in three bloody 
battles, iii which they were the conquerors, but in 
the fourth wiuch vvas more defperate than all the 
reft, they were defeated, and the greateft part of 
them were cut iu pieces. 

The manufcript in my cuftody gives a different 
account in what follows from the printed hiftory ; 
and as it is fhorter, I ftiall give it the preference. 
It telis us, that Nemediujs and two thoufand of his 
people dying of tht^ plague, the Fomorians taking 
advantage of fo great a weakening of the colony and 
of the death of their chief, ftirring up a frefli revolt 
againft them and overcoming them, oppreffed them 
fo unmercifiilly, that the Nemedians growing def- 
perate were refoJved to overcome or die. After 
9 ftia? p and bloody conteft, in which fortune was 
favouiable to iheir attempt, they drove the Fomcn 
rians out of the ifland : but thefe returning from 
Africa with frefli forces, in their turn fubdued 
the Nemedians, and made fo great a flaughter of 
them, that almoft all the remainder were determi- 
ned to leave the ifland under their three chief com- 
manders. Thus Breac went to Thracia with his 
company from whom defcended the Belgae, of 
whom we fhall hear further under the name of Firl- 
bolgs J ToBATH with his pepple went to Boeptia, 
who will make their appearance aigain undejf' the 
- name of Tuath-dedanans, andBRiDT-AN repaired 
to England, from whom iprung the Brigantes. The ' 
pfalter of Cafhel, which is a record of great au- 
thority in the firft and fecond age of the Irifli, takes 
notice that the Welfh in Britain, are defcended 
originally from this Bridt an, and fome ot the jnoft 
gncient vejrfes of their Bards confirm it, 
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The Nemedians being difpoflefled of the ifland 
which they had inhabited two hundred and fe v en- Be lgi- 
teen years, the Africans were fole mafters of it^Ns. 
withbut interruption from any invader : but differing TV, , 
perpetually amongft themfelves and meafuring every * ^ 
thing by might, they were never able to arrive 
at any eftablifhment, and the country was again 
difpeopled till two thoufand fix hundred and lifty- 
feven ; at which time the Belgians, called by the 
Irifli Firl-bolgs — fome of the dependents of Neme- 
dius and ot thole who had been driven away 
— took poffeflion of it, with a colony of five thou- 
fand pedple utider five principal leaders. Almoft all 
their hiftories agree in a ftory of thefe people, which 
yet we muft allow to be fabulous ^ , and therefore I 
Ihall not trouble the reader with . it. A modern 
writer of their antiquities has faid, [r] that the name 
of Firl-bogs, fo often mentioned in the Irifh manu- 
jfcripts fignifies no more than a creeping man, or 
one who lived in a cave ; and that there are great 
numbers of fubterraneous caverns, and vaults dif- 
perfed abput the ifland, in which the intelligent an-^ 
tiquarians affirm thefe people lived, or at leaft re- 
treated' to them in times of danger. It is well known 
that the Belgians who were a confiderable people of 
Gauljhad large fettlements in England, in its firil and 
carjieft ftate, frorn whence they might very natu- 
rally migrate into Ireland : and as all our beft hiC- 
torii^ns and antiquaries agree, that the firfl peopling 
of Ireland was from hence, to which opinion they 
are led by a 'great number of concurrent circum-r 
fiances, — ^ more decifive with i;egar4 to the origin 
of nations, than fabulous traditions or the tales of 
annalifts" r— fo, if I might be allowed to offer rny. 
conjedure upon a point of fuch high and obfcure . 
antiquity, it feems to me extremely probable, that 
the Belgic colony from South Britain were the firft 

N 4 inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Ireland ; and that all that has been 
faid above, of Noah's niece aad others before the 
flood, and of Parthalon, Nemedius, and the 
Fomorians fince, together with the failing of the 
Firl-bolgs from Greece, is a mere poetical fiftion, 
according to the humour of thofe early days, of de- 
ducing the origin of nations from the remoteft 
jregi'iiis, and the highefl point of time, 
' The reader will obferve, tb^t I mention this only 
as my own conje(^i^re, and not from the authority 
of any writer; but this conjedlure is founded not 
in fancy and imagination, but on the probable 
events of things, and on reading over and comparing 
t|ie ancient hiftory of many people. It is ib natu- 
ral for the firft inhabitants of Ireland to come from 
Biitain, that it is irrational and abfurd to fiippofe 
any thing elfe ^ and of which many negative and 
pofidve p^'oofs, which have been already hinte^ 
m the introdudion, might be produced. Nennius, 
the oldeft Englifti writer that we have, has fai4> 
that Britain was peopled from Gaul in the third age 
of the world ; which he computesi to be concluded 
at the birth of David.' According to the beft 
chronologers, David was born in lefe than twenty 
years after the year of the world two thoufand nine 
hundred ; and therefore if we fiippofe the Belgian? 
to have migrated from England in a (hort tirae after 
they were fettled there,-r-in the third age of the 
world according to this computation-r— we (haU find 
that it agreed exadtly with the account of this colony 
given above ; at leafl it Will appear, that ^eir plant- 
ing themfelves in Ireland, in the ye^r of the world 
' two thoufand fix hundred and fifty-feven, was iQ 
the third age according to Nennius, ?^nd but 
about two hundred and. nfty years before its expira-, 
^ tion. We have not only the teftimony of all their 
chronicles and hiftorians, that thefe people invade^ 
Ireland about that period, but it is alfo highly prdba- 
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ble to fuppofe, that England was not long inhabitedi^ 
before the natural encreafe of the people, and the 
vicinity of Ireland to it, — which might be feen from 
many parts of it in clear weather, — would tempt 
fome of theni to tranlport themfelves thither, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of thofe times, to fearch af- 
ter other fettlements. Whether there is any ftrength 
in this conjecture, the reader rnuft now determine ; 
and I (hall turn again to the hiftory. 

The five commanders of this colony, we are told, 
were the fbns of Del a -, and accprding to the form 
of government which prevailed in Britain and Gaul, 
which is another proof of their original, they divi- 
ded the ifland into five parts ; in each of which one 
of the brothers was head and called King ; and 
Slangey who had the province of Leinfter for his 
(hare, was monarch of the whole, or chief com- 
mander of the Pentarchy, in cafe of danger. In 
other cafes, the feveral ftates or provinces had no 
dependance on each other, but had perpetual quar- 
rels and contefts among themfelves. The chiefs of 
this colony were the firft Kings in Ireland ; but 
their power as well as authority was circumfcribed 
within narrow bounds, and their adminiftration 
was dangerous in proportion to its eminence. On 
every popular difguft they were obliged to account 
for their conduft before. the feverelt'of all cotirts, 
that of the people; this put their Kings und^r an 
abfolute neceffity of playing faftion agamft fadion, 
*till death or victory determined their fate. In thefe 
forts of contefts among themfelves, in rebellionsi 
againft the monarchs, thfe Belgians poflefled the 
ifland eighty years, thfough a fucceffion of i;iine fo- 
vereign Chiefs; two of which commanded the 
country jointly, and at the end of that time were 
vanquiflied by another colony. The laft of thefe 
monarchs, we are told, was a very fortunate Prince • 
peace and plenty were enjoyed all over the ifland 
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<Iunng his government; and he reftrained the 
outrages of the people by laws, and kept them in 
obedience and civility by wholefome punifhments. 

In the ftory of thele Belgians, given by all their wri- 
ters, after their fettlement upon the ifland, there k no- 
thing fabulous or improbable in the leait ; and here 
I fix the date of the firft peopling of Ireland by this 
colony from Britain. If I ihould be miftaken on a 
fubjedl fbobfcure, it is no wonder ; but this being 
•no earlier than eight or nine hundred years after the 
difperfion of mankind, there is full fpace of time 
enough allowed, in my opinion, for the defcendents 
of Jap HE T to multiply, and elbow one another out 
from the more pkalant climates of the South, and 
to acquire fettlements and poffeffibns in thefe Nor- 
thern regions. There is tinie enoi^h allowed in 
this computation, for navigation to be learnt and 
. propagated, for commerce to be extended, and for 
all the arts to be i^nderftood which are neoeflary to 
new eftablilhmenta. Though mankind at firft had 
a humour of keeping together, as Moses tells us, 
yet they foon faw it was a vain unnatural prqjed ; 
and as God had made the earth wide and large, 
with great variety of bleflings in every part of it, 
that his defign muft be to feparate and fpread then^ 
abroad, that they might communicate and eicchange 
their treafures with one another. This taiight them 
the wifdom of fearching the bowels of the earth in 
every corner, of fubduing and improvbg both fea 
and land, jand of dividing and enjoying the fruits 
and bleflings c^ all : and as th^ere is a volatile part 
in all people that inclines them to move further and 
further than their^ breeders ^nd the multitude, fo 
the riling generaticMi would travel and migrate faft 
by land, but fafter much by the f^a. (hore in little 
coafting veflels. Their merchants would carry out 
and fet to fale the wares of their own country ; and 
their pirates would go to fetdi in plunder. Thefe 
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travellers would magnify fome of the wouders that 
they met with ; and the remoteft parts would be 
oftener mentioned by their hiftorians, and in the 
fonnets of their Bards, than the places that lay near- 
er to them. ^ 
This is a rational foundation for fuppofing this 
country to be peopled, at lead as early as 1 have 
placed it : and in fad: our great chronologer Tal* 
LENTS, in laying before us the firft peopling and 
the following changes of all the known nations of 
any eminence, has put Britain and Ireland together 
at the head of the column. The learned Bochart 
alfo, in obferving how God's promife of enlarging 
the borders of Japhet were fulfilled by the great 
e3j|ent ot the countries which were his portion, and 
in naming the countries included in it, puts Britain 
and Ireland as die two firft of the catalogue which 
he gives of J a p h e t's dominions^ If the foregoing 
reafoning and authorities are not fufficient to con- 
vince the reader, that I have not peopled Ireland in 
an'age too early, I have nothing further to offer, and 
muft ftand condemned in his opinion of a vain con- 
jedlure. But if it is tri^d in the two ways^^ in which 
all hiftorical fyftems muft be tried, whether it is 
confiftent with probability, and whethei* it is 
fuppor ted by fuch evidence as it is reafonable to ex- 
ped, I prefumc to think it will ftand the teft. For 
as the Jews, even before they had the hiftory of 
MosEs, and before letters were invented, foimd 
ways to prefer ve their genealogies, ai^d many of - 
their chief actions down from Adam, why (hould 
it be thought incredible, that the Irifh, who were 
an obferving people, fhould carry their hiftory 
above thirteen hundred years before Phrist, 
which is not half the way up to the beginnbg 
of heathen hiftory ? Bi|t I (hall leave this con- 
jedture now to fupport itfelf as it may^ and (hali 
rcfume the thread oif the narration. 

In 
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In the tenth year of the feign of the laft Belgic 
Dan HOW. monarch, another colony, called by the Irilh Tua- 

-" tha-de-Danans, of the pofterity of Ne m e d i u s, in- 

A. M. vaded the Ifland. We are told by forae of the anti- 
*'^7* quaries, that they were called by this name, as be- 
ing the defcendents of the three fons of Dan an, 
who were fo expert in the black art, and the myf- 
tery of charms and enchantments, that the inhabi- 
tants of the country where they lived diftinguilhe^ 
them by the name of Gods. Other antiquaries as i 

Iearned,"Tay that this colony were fo called becaufe ^ 

they were div^ided into three tribes ; the firft tribe 
which conliiled of their principal leaders being 
named Tuatha, which fignifies a corhmander ; the 
fecoiid tribe were called Dee, meaning Gods^ ahcj 
were the Druids or' priefts ; and the third had the 
name of Danan, which fignifies art or poetry, and 
confided of their Bvirds. They all agree however 
in telling a very marvellous tale of this colony ; 
which made a fit fubjeft for poetry, and fiiited well 
enough with the ignorance and fuperftition of the 
times iq which they wrote. They tell us that the 
Nemedians who. went with Job a th intoBoeotia, 
or Achaia, when they were driven out of Ireland by 
the Africans, as it hath been mehtionedji fettled 
near the city of Thebes j that here they, learned 
the art of necromancy and enthantment, and had 
acquired fuch a magical power of working miracles, 
as to infufe frefh life and vigour into the bodies of 
thofe who were flain in battle ; that having aflifted 
the Athenians their neirfibours in this manner in 
the wars they had with the Aflyrians, the latter by 
the advice of a Druid, defeated their Ikill by a 
counter charm, of driving a, flake of quick-beam 
through the dead bodies of their enemy j that per- 
ceiving their art to be no longer efFedtual, and for 
ifear of falling into the hands of the Aflyrians, they 
quitted the country, and wandered about from 

place 
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place to place 'till they came to Norway ; whero 
they were received with great holpitality by the in- 
habitants, and admired for their learning and Ikill 
in magick ; that the Danes affigned them^four 
cities to teach fchopl in, and having continued there 
fome tirne, they went thence to Scotland and made 
a fettlement for feven years, at the end of which 
time they fwarmed over to Ireland ; that when they 
came upon the coaft they made ufe of their enchant- 
ments to fcreen them from the obfervation of the 
inhabitants ; that accordingly by their magic (kill 
they formed a mift about them for three days and ^ 
nights, and in this manner they difembarked and 
marched into the country without bemg difcovered, 
'till they feat to the Belgians to demand the king- 
dom and give them battle ; and that from one of^ 
the Danilh cities they brought the Stone of deftiny. 
This famous ftone, it feems, had two wonderous 
properties that are recorded in their fonnets : the 
one that in whatever country it was preferved^ a 
prince of the Scythian race would undoubtedly go- 
vern ; and the other, that when the monarchs of 
Ireland were enthroned upon this ftone, if a good 
choice was made, it would yield a ftrange fort o( 
noife ; and if they had chofen ill, no found was 
heard to iffue from it ; but that it loft this proper- 
ty at the birth of Christ, when all other oracles 
became dumb. If fuch a fadt there ever was re^ 
lating to this ftone, there is no doubt the found was 
emitted by fome artifice of the Druids ; and there- 
fore when Chriitianity prevailed to their final over- 
throw, it is no wonder that its pretended oracular 
virtue (hould be at an end. Under a full perfuafi- 
on of the truth of its firft property, a Prince of the 
blood royal of Ireland, about whofe nanlehiftorians 
are divided, having fubdued the country of North 
Britain, refolv'd to be crowned upon it as the firft 
King of Scotland 5 and accordingly requefted his 

relation. 
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relation the Irifh monarch to fend him the ftone, 
that he might perpetuate the fuccellion in his fami- 
ly. From this time it was preferved with great 
efteem' and devotion in the abbey of Scoon, the 
royal feat of the Piftifm and Scottifli Kings, 'till 
Edward the Firft, of England, who was weak 
enough to believe the virtues attributed to it, and 
having a mind to be King of Scotland, brought it 
forcibly away from thence, and had it placed under 
the inauguration chair in Weftminfter-Abbey. 
It is ftill preferved there to this day, but by the 
name of J a cob's ftone ; from a notion among the 
vulgar that it is a part of the Patriarch's pillar. It 
mult be owned that the coronation of the Kings of 
England- over this ftone feems to confirm its title of 
the Stone of deftiny ; but it reflefts no great ho- 
nour on the learning or underftanding of the nation, 
to retairi a remnant of fuch ridiculous Pagan fuper- 
ftition ih {o important and foleriin an acfl. But to 
return: 

Having given, the reader the fabulous ac- 
count of this colony of the Tuatha-de-Danans, it 
is proper now to lay before him the probable hiftory, 
as it is related by the moft authentic writers. Thefe 
people were no other than the Danonians of Great 
Britain who had fwarm'd into Scotland ; and ac- 
cording to the humour of thofe times, Had after a 
while failed to Ireland in queftof a new fettlement; 
where fome that were before only fubordinate 
might have th'i chief command. As foon as they 
were landed they burnt all their fhipping, to inti- 
mate their refolution of never more returning. 
Thus we know it was the cuftom of the Goths 
and Vandals, when they found their country too full 
to choofe out their youth by lot, and fend them to 
feek their fortunes, wuh fome of the younger fons 
of their Princes at their head : it was in vain for 
them to look back, for as there was no room for ■ 

them 
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them at home, they muft either find out new places 
abroad or die in the attempt. With fuch fenti- 
ments or refolutions the Danonian colony invaded 
Ireland 1 and after a bloody and defperate engage- 
ment, defeated the Belgians on the plain of Moy- 
tury with the flaughter of ten thoufand men. Thus 
vanquilhed, and having loft their monarch in the 
field of battle, the Belgians difdaining to live in fub- 
jeftion to the conquerors,- retreated to the neigh- 
bouring iflands of Aran, Ila, Man, and fome of 
the Hebrides ; in hopes of an opportunity to regain 
a country which they had been deiM-ived of by force ■ 
and power. They had not waited above twenty 
years before Jiich an opportunity prefented. For 
fbme other wanderers having found the way to this 
ifland, and being pleafed wiih its climate'and fertili- 
ty, had an intention of fettling with them ; but not 
agreeing with the Danonians, the country once 
more became the ieat of difcord. 

In the midft of thefe dilTenfions, the Belgians 
were allowed, if not invited to return, in order to 
affift the weaker party againft their former enemies. 
^This conjundion produced the fecond battle of 
North-Moyturey near the lake of Arrow j a place 
furrounded with high hills, great rocks, and narrow 
defiles, and therefore probably pitched upon on 
purpofc by the weaker fide. Here however the 
Danonians were ^ain vidoricus, and gave their 
adverlaries a lignal overthrow ; which makes a me- . 
morable aera in the ancient hiftory. In the firft 
battle NoADHA their King loft his hand, which 
Was fupplied by o^e made of filver, that gave him 
the furname of Silver-handed ; and in the laft bat- 
tle he loft his life. As every abortive attempt for 
liberty ferves only to redouble the diftrefles of a 
conquered and the infolence of a viiftorious people, 
fo the unfortunate Belgians remaining in the ifland 
fmarted 
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fmarted grievoufly under the tyranny of their inva- 
ders, during the centinuance of their power. They 
were obliged to bear all the l^rdihips which fuch an 
early age had taught their oppreffors to inflift ? and 
their conquerors proved like thofe of moft other 
countries \ teaching tnankind a leflbn in every age 
almoft without exception, that the moft violent 
affertors of liberty mean . it only for themfelves. 
Some of our Englilh hiftorians have 'added to this 
account, that Brennius the brother ot the Britifh 
Monarch, having a fleet at this time juft ready 
to cranlport fome forces into Gaul, diverted 
his expedition, and niade a pu(h for the con- 
queft of this ifland. But the inhabitants, though 
quarrelling with the utmoft rage againft each 
other, yet were not in a difpofition to receive a 
conqueror over them all from a foreign country. 
The Irilh hiftorians are all of them filent on this fadt 5 
and there is probably no truth in^ it at all. The 
government of the Danonians, under nine fucceeding 
Monarchs, continued for an hundred and ninety 
feven years, 'till the arrival of the Milefians from the 
Northern parts of Spain put an end to their name 
and nation. 

Thefe feveral colonies lived in Ireland, there 
is no doubt, in the fame manner which their parent 
nations did in Oaul and Britain. They fed on the 
fppntaneoiis produ(ftions of the earth, on the milk 
of their kine, and on what they could acquire 
by their (kill in hunting, (hooting with darts, and 
fifhing. Thefe laft exercifes, which were fo ne- 
ceflTary for the fupport of the Northern nations, 
became of courfe their chief employment ; and fuch 
employment rendered them fierce, hiirdy, and im* 
patient of reftraint ; to which their never living 
in large yillages or towns did not a little contribute. 
The flefh of fueh animals as they could take feryed 
ihem for their food, and the (kins contributed to 

their 
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their rayment. It is no wonder therefore if 
Ireland was more coveted and i)eoided than mod 
odier Northern countries ; as no other adminiftered 
better to this fort of life, as none was richer in 
the neceffaries which were the fupport of it, fuch as 
the fre(h dnd fait-water filheries, and as none was 
niore removed from the dread of the overbearing 
and enflaving nations of the continent. This may 
ferve for an epitome of their hiftory in private life ; 
and as to their public affairs, litde more can be re- 
lated of this laft colony, than the names and gene-^^ 
alogies of their monarchs, which are in my opinion 
totally immaterial. The only thing which I can 
find that deferves any notice, is that their idols were' 
a log of wood, a plowihare, and the fun : and that 
one of their Monarchs, who had been educated 
by the widow of the laft Belgic Prince, whofe name 
was Tailte, in honour to her memory inftituted 
the aflembly of Tailtean dn the firft of Auguft every 
year, for tilts and tournaments like the old Olympic 
games ; which is a day ftill diftinguifhed by thd 
name of Lughnaik from this Lughaidh King ' 
of Ireland. In ftiort the want of letters and arts 
among them would not permit miicH to be recorded 
of them with any certainty* They all fpoke dialedts 
of the ancient Celtic, as the names of men and 
places plainly fliew : And this circumftance proba- 
bly rendered the feveral invafions of the ifland 
the more fuccefsful, by a previous concert, through 
the means of traffic, of the fadtious and diicontented 
with powerful foreigners. To this we muft attribute 
the eafy conqueft of the Danonians by that able and 
martial colony from Spain ; ^ho of all the Celtic: 
nations have made the greateft figure in the hiftory 
oiF. thefe Weftern countries. 

Here then we are arrived at the end of the firft 
age, which may be called the fabuloui^y through 
v^hich we have wandered, though not implicitly. 
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yet without an abfolute unbelief of the latter part of 
it : And although many things are omitted whjch 
are recorded by other writers, yet they appeared 
to me to be too infignificant, or too ridiculous to 
find a place in fuch hiftory. What is here related 
and not excepted againil, though it is accounted 
fabulous, may be true ; but the other would not ad- 
mit of that fuppofition. The fucceeding aera upon 
which we are now entering, is not without its fablesr 
neither : And though we have more light to enable- 
usto diftinguifti them from the truth, yet is dim 
and uncertain, requires great and fixed attention, 
and fometimes Ihines fo very feebly as to be (carce 
difcerned at alL I have faid this, that the reader 
may not be difappointed, and expe£t more enter- 
tainment than he can meet with, in following a 
guide who is himfelf not very well inftrufted. A 
wafteful war of two himdred years, with a Northern 
barbarous people, and a fucceeding anarchy of up. 
wards of three hundred more, caufed fuch a deftruc- 
tion to their archieves and public libraries, as hardly 
any other, but that of the people whofe ftory they 
conveyed, could equal. 

The remains of thofe records, fays Mr. O Con- 
nor, like infcriptions on old medals and broken 
columns, have been fo much buried and defaced, 
and even treated contenrptuoufly by the new in- 
habitants, that inftead of wondering how little is 
to be found of this nation, which once gave learning 
to all Europe, we may rather be furprized that a 
fihgle fra^ent is left of it. A fpirit of curiofity 
and improvement, and we would hope of candour 
and impartiality, have of late years brought thefe 
fragments from the obfcurity in which they lay 
buried for ages : and the confentient teftimpny 
of foreign and domeftic writers confirming them 
in fpite of all our prejudices muft convince us, 
that thc^e are genuine materials for an authen- 
tic 
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tic hiftory of Ireland, of great antiquity, capable 
of affording inftrudtion and entertainment to the 
Sbleft and moft inquifitive. For how much foever 
there may be of fable in the primaeval Accounts that 
have been recited, and though the hiftory of the 
period which is to follow, is allowed to be uncertain 
as to p^ticulars, for the firft feven hundred years, 
yet there are charadlers of perfons and things en- 
graved fo deeply, and fp univerfally agreed about, 
that without a fcepticilm which is unwarrantable, it is 
impoffible to rejeifk them. The arrival of thefe 
people who fubdued the Danonians, and fettled 
themielves and flouriftied in this ifland for almoft 
twelve hundred years, forms a principal epoch in 
the'Irifh hiftory; and therefore neceuarily points 
out the conclufion of this book. 
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MiLi$i- ^ CCORDING to what hath been obferved 

^w^* /\ already in the introduAion to this work, 

AM zQ^± ^ ^ befides fome of the old Celtae or Gauls 

* from Britain, who pafled over into Ireland in a 

very early age of the world, tbere were alfo other 

colonies of Scythians, called Celtiberians, who had 

peopled Spain and Gaiil, and from thence went into 

the Britilh iflands : and though the Irifli hiftortans 

have been very particular in tracing thefe people 

to their original defcent from Japhet, from their 

ancient chronicles, yet it does not appear to me 

to be the bufinefs of this Hiftory . Their traditions 

may probably deferve the attention of antiquaries 

and 
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and criticks, aiS much as other primxval accounts of 
ancient kingdoms ; for it has been proved that they 
had the ufe of letters, near as early as the invafion 
of this Spanifli cotony, communicated to them by 
the Phenicians and Egyptians, with whom they had 
had frequent commerce. But as all nations had 
a paiHon for very early and* heroic antiquity, fuch 
traditions muit be read with caution, and with 
great allowance for this favourite paflion. 

However fuppofing them to be ever fo accurate 
and authentic, it does not feem to me to be the bufinefe 
of this Hiftory, to give a circumftantial and minute 
detail — as the Irilh writers have done— -of the gene- 
alogy, employment, travels, and adventures, of the 
progenitors of this colony before their migration 
into Ireland. It feems to be fufficient to our pur- 
pole here, if we only fay from thefe traditions hand- 
ed down from their firft hiftorians, tha;t the Mile- 
iians were the defcendents of a long line of heroes, 
who figured in Egypt, and filled the continent with 
their military exploits : and that thefe names are 
celebrated alfo in the traditions of other learned 
nations, which (hews that they are not without 
foundation : and though thefe accounts have been fo 
obfcured by the poetical fupplements of their Bards, 
a$ to induce the greateft part of our criticks to 
paft by the whole as fabulous, yet by a collation 
of the Irifli chronicles with the oldeft writers pn the 
continent, it appears to be a fadt, as well afeertained 
as any feft wlmtever of fuch an ancient date, that 
the Egyptians having made a conquefl of Spain, 
about a thoufand years before the Chriflian sera, 
and there being a great fcarcity of all thejproduds 
of the earth from a feries of dry years, which made 
it difHcult for all the inhabitants to be fuftained, 
a colony of the natives went to Ireland. 

It rnuft be obferved that this account does not 
want ccMifirmation from foreign hiftory. But what 

^ more 
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fnpre than any thing puts the Spanifli original of 
the Irilh out of difpute are the parallel antiquities of 
other ancient nations confirming thofe of Ireland : 
fuch efpeci^lly as ve are furniflied with by the 
great Sir Isaac Newton^ mentioned b^re. 
Thefe have been drawn out with accuracy by 
Mr. CoNN0|t,as bringing an additional and unex- 
pedled cjcgree of credit to the Irifh hiftory, and 
which the reader will find in oppofite columns of 
foreign teftimonies, and native Jrifli \a\. Thefe 
pbfervations being made, in or4er to give a weight 
jand authority to our materials, as far ai§ . the ufe 
which any good writer makes of thcixi, I ftiall 
now proceed with the courfe of the Hiftory. 

The. 

\a\ Fowgn T^ftimpTites. 
I. An emigriauit nation of Ibe- 
riaASy from the borders of 
the Euxihe and Cafpian 
fcas, fettled anciently lA 
Spain, (a) 


\\. A colony of Spaniards by 
the name of Scots fettled 
in Ireland in the 4th age 
of the worjd. (^) 


III. The Phoenicians who 

^ firi): introduced letters and 

arts in Europe, had an 

early commerce with the 

Iberian Spaniards, (c ) 


(a) RuevQs ex Appiftn, ad iEneid 

lib. Newton Chron. Dubl. 

edit. p. 10. 
{}) Buchah paffim. Ware chap. i. 

Hift. Differt. by Ward,ip. izi. 
(f) Strabo, iib. iii. Utiiver. Hift. 

V. 18. Dub. edit. p. 382, 3. 


£«] Native Irish. . 

I. The Iberian Scots, a peo-r 
pie bordering on the Eu- 

' xine fea, were expelled 
their parent country, and 
^ter feverai adventure^ 
fettled ultimately in Spain. 

II. Kine;a Scait— the Scots 
' and the pofterity of the 

Jberian Scots were a colo- 
ny of Spaniards, who fett- 
led in Ireland about a thou- 
fand year's before Christ. 

III. The ancient Iberian 
Scots learned the ufe of 
letters on the continent 
from a celebrated Phe- 
tJius, from whom they 
took the name of Phoe- 
nicians. \c\ 

IV. Nil, 

\a\ Lebar Gabala, paffim. Keac« 

ing, book I. paffim. Ogygia, 

p. 65. 
\y\ Lcb. Gab. paff. Ogy. p. 83, 

Ward, p. 318. 
[r] Leb. Gab. pafl*. Ogy. p. 53, 

%%\^ 349, Keat. booki. 
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The old inhabitants of Spain, being made uneafy 
with the feveral inroads of the Phoenicians and MfT. 
Egyptians who had invaded and fubdued them, Keat- 
and the country becoming unfruitful through fre- q p^^ ^ 
quent droughts, a particular tribe, of the name her. 
of BreogHan, were determined to feek out ano- Comer- 
ther fettlement, Befides it is agreed amongft all l^^^- 
foreign ancient authors, that the goodnefs ot their ^o^^^^^^' 
cfimate and their laborious exercifes, joined to their 
plain fimple diet, which made them ftrong and long 
lived, were the occafion of their multiplying fo faft, 

O 4 that 


IV. Nil, Belus, Sihor, 

OS1HOR» T0TH9 Og* 

.Mau;S> &c. were famous 
Egyptian warriors who fil- 
led the world with the 
fame of their exploits. 4,^ 

V. The Egyptian cenqueror 
• .«f Spain got the emphati- 

cal name of the Hero of 
Hercules, (e) 

VI. Nil, Sihor, OsiHOR, 
&c. fucceeded to the Phoe- 
nicians in cultivating and 
inftrudting feveral nations. 

VII. In the days of Her- 
cules, or the Egyptian 

• conqueror of Spain, a great 
drought is reported to have 
burdened a great part of 
the earth, (g) 

VIII. The Heucules, or 
Hero of Spain is reported. 

• to be the fon of Bblus. 

(d) Kewton*8 Chron. ptfiim. 

(e) Newton, ibid. 
(/) Newton, ibid. 

(^) Newton, p. 98, 231. Ovid. 

Metam. lib. ii. 
(i) Newton, paffim. 


IV.NihuLjBileuSjSruo/ 
AsRU, Tait and Oga- 
MAN, were mighty in £- 
gypt and in feveral other 
countries, [d} 

V. A great hero famous in 
Egypt got the name of 
GoLAMH and Milen-Ef- 
paine, i. e. the conaueror 
or hero of Spain. [*J 

VI. NiuL, Sru, ASRU,&C. 
fucceeded toPHENius in 
teaching the ufe of arts 
and letters. [/] 

VII. The conqueft of Sp^in, 
together with a drought- 
which happened at the 
fame time, forced the Ibe- 
rian Scots to fliounto Irer 
land, [g] 

VIII. Milea-Efpaine, or the 
hero of Spain was the fon 

ofBELEUS. [b] 


[3 


Leb. Gab. ubi fup. paffim. 

Omnes Hibern. 
[f\ Leb. Gab. paiT. Keating ex 

Pfalt. Calhcl, book i. *' 
Ul Ibid. 


lh\ Ibid. Ogy. p. «3y 
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that they were oJtten obliged to fend abroad opkxiies 

into other parts of the world. The Irifli i^^riter^ 

mention a prophecy of one of the Druids of th^ tribe 

^above named^ that they were to fettle in a W^ftern 

■"ifland. Whatever might be their motivei, it wa4 

agreed after fonie coqfultations upon this affair, 

to fend Ith, one of their leaders of the Milefian 

houle, a Prince of great valour and ex{:lerience, and 

of many excellent qualities, in order to make a 

difcovery whether Ireland, which frcwn many cir- 

cumflances it appears was not unknown to them, was 

fuch a country as might induce them to fettle 

in '% and wa$' fufllicient to fuftain their people. 

According to this refelutipn, a (hip being fitted 

but, and manned with an hundred and fifty chofen 

foldiers, Ith fet fail from Galicia and landed in 

the north of Ireland. Upon their arrival, they 

were interrogated by fi^me of the Danonians wli 

then poffeffed it, as to their commander and the 

bufinefs on which they came. As they all ipake 

the fame Celtic language, the Spaniard in return 

for the anfwer he cave them, dernanded th^ nanfi^ 

of the ifland and of its fbvereign. chief : and being 

informed that it was under the government of 

three brothers, who were then in the north of IJl- 

fter difputing about the jewels of their progcnitprs^ 

he marched to them with a guard of an hundr^ 

men,; leaving the other fifty to fecure the ihip. 

The ufual ceremonies being pafl at this inter- 
view, he told the Irifh Princes, that having miflak- 
en his courfe at fea he was obliged to land in their 
country, but had no intention of flaymg in it any 
longer than was neqefTary to refit his fbip. The 
three monarchs perceiving him by his converfation 
to be a man of abilities, agreed to make him their 
umpire, and refer their difpute to his decifion. Af- 
ter^a full information from all the parties, Ith 
^warded the jewels to be divided into three ecjual 
,. :'.■'.'■ /i'\' " : ^ portion^ 
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portions between them ; and obferying the country 
as he paifed through it to be very plentiftil, he ad- 
ded that if the ifland was thus divided, it might 
be Sufficient to content them, and obviate any quar- 
rels. When he had thus c^MUpromifed their difpute, 
had taken his kave, and was returning back to his 
lhip,the brother kings confidering what great encomi** 
urns he had paiTed upon the ifland, concluded that^ 
if he returned home, he would bripg an army bad^ 
fiifficient to take it from them. It was therefore 
determined, that one of the three fhould purlue hirti 
with a force (uperior to his, in order to take him prif- 
oner and prevent his return to Spain. The Milefian 
leader finding himfelf purfued, and gueffing at the 
occafion, faced about in the rear of his little army ; 
^h<i though he was wounded in a battle with his 
purluer, he made good their retreat to the (hip ; in 
vrhich he 'died on his paflage of the wounds which 
he had received in that engagement. . The body 
being expofed to his countrymen on the Ihip's ar- 
rival, and the treacherous circumftances of his death 
rdated, an expedition to Ireland, in order to re- 
v^ge it on his cowardly enemies, was immediately 
refolved upon, and concerted. Nor was their re- 
venge the only motive to this mvafion : their ambi- 
tion and doineitic difficulties, which had determin- 
ed them to fend Ith on the difcovery of the ifland 
audits inhabitMt^, eo-operated* with their refent- 
ment of his undeferved fate. 

Though the Englifli writers of the Irifti hiftpry 
give a different relation of this affair, yet I make no 
difficulty in rejejfting it, as it is utterly inconfiilent 
with probability and chronology : And it may not 
be improper to take this ojjportunity to inform the 
reader, that as the IrUh writers on the one hand, 
are very defirous to exalt their antiquities, and ifee 
honour, fame, and iblendour of their nation ; fb on 
the other hand, the cnglifh authors feem idl agreed 
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in depreciating the inhaWtants, 'and niif^eprefent7 
ing the tranfaftions which would throw any luftre 
upon Ireland. They neither of them pay that ftrift 
regard to truth and impartiality, which is an eflea- 
tijd duty in all hiftorians ; though except in the fa- 
bulous age we have gone throu^,^nd in the begin- 
Jding of the fucceeding period, the Irifti, in my opi- 
nion, may be faid to deviate much lefe than the 
Englifli writers : And yet it is certainly more ex- 
cufable, to deviate through ^ rqgard for our native 
country, than through a malignant intention of 
blackening a people, over whom we have got the 
dominion. But however in order to come as near 
the truth as I can in the following work, I think it 
is the fafeft way to take the middle courfe between 
them ; and what the Irifh hiftorians have confefled 
to the dilhonour or the reproach of their own nati- 
on, and what the Englifh have allowed which con- 
tributes to the glory and reputation of it, wetnay 
receive, I believe, without diftruft or hefitation. 

In reciting the Spanilh invafion by the Milefians, 
I have already faid that I prefer the Irilh hiftory ; 
becaufe of the greater confiftency with itfelf, and 
with probability, and becaufe of. the concurrent 
teftimony of all their ancient chronicles. We are 
there told, that in thirty (hips and under forty com- 
manders of. great valour, from whom many places 
.in Ir^and have obtained their names, the Milefian 
colony landed on the coaft of Ireland ; though not 
'till they had b^en obliged to fail round the ifland 
in order to find a place to difembark at. A very 
natural fog, which the Bards have poetically im- 
proved into pn enchantment of the Danonians to 
prevent th^ir defcent, piad^ the ifland refemble a 
hogs-back, the name of which they gave it, and 
(Concealed the harbours fron) the invaders for fomc 
tirne. At laft they landed with fome difficulty h 
the Weft of Munfter, and from thence ipar(;hc4 in 
r- - good 
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good order to the palace of Teamor, where the 
tnree Irifh Kings kept their court. The relation 
of this tranfedlion, as the hiftorians have given it 
from their Bards, has. too much the air of fable to 
be credited, or to be tranfcribed into this work. 

The faft, when it i^is ftripp'd of this difguife 
which has obfcured it, may be reprefented in this 
manner. Amercin, one of the principal leaders 
of this colony, and afon alfo of the great Milesi- 
u s who was lately dead, addreffing himfelf to the 
Danonian Kings, demanded their refignation of 
the government of the ijfland, or to determine their 
fuperiority by a battle ; in revenge of the death of 
the valiant Ith their countryman and relation, 
whom thefe PrinceiS had flain in a treacherous man- 
ner againft the laws of nations. The Danonians 
being furprifed at this refolute challenge, owned 
they were not prepared to decide the quarrel by dint 
of arms, as they had no (landing forces that they 
could bring inflantly into the field : but as they 
perceived he was a man of great authority among 
his people, and they had an opinion of his candour, 
they would fubmit to any other conditions that he 
would impofe. Amergin replied to this, that 
they would all reimbark and fiiil out of the harbour ; 
and if the Danonians could hinder their landing, 
they would return again to Spain, and make no 
more attempts upon the ifland ; but if, in defiance 
of their power, his colony could reland themfelves 
upon the fliore, the Danonians (hould refign the 
government and become their tributaries. 

Thefe conditions being accepted, the Milefians 
inftantly marched back, and reinibarked : but be- 
fore they had failed quite out of the harbour, a vio- 

, Jcnt tempefl arofe, difperfed their fleet, beat fome 
of them to pieces againft the rocks, in which five 
of thefons of Mile si us perilhed, with thek peo^ 
pie, and had well nigh proved fatal to all th^ reft. 

'^' ' Three 


I7« T H E H I S T O R Y Vol. I. 

Three of them however fiirvived this dreadful tem- 
peft, and with the reinainder of their colony after 
two bloody aftions with the Danonians, in which 
their three Princes were flain, entirely vanquifhed 
them. Though the Milefians have given, in their 
written records by their Bards, the whole merit of 
this rapid conqueft to their own fkill and valour, 
yet fome of their hiftorians make no doubt of their 
being joined and affifted by the Belgians who re- 
mained in the ifland ; and who would certainly unite 
themfclves to any invaders in order to be revenged 
of their old mailers. To confirm this conjecture, 
they tell us thatHEREMON, the firft Monarch of 
Ireland of the Milefian race, conferred great privi^ 
]eges on that people ; even granting them the whole 
province of Connaught, where they grew to be a 
numerous, martial, and very refpeftable body, 
' governed by their own laws and provincial fove- 
-reigns, till even the third century of Chriftianity. 
In this manner ended the Danonian government in 
this ifland, after continuing above an hundred and 
ninety-feven years ; and the few who furvived the 
flaughter of the Milefians, either/ubmitted and be- 
came incorporated with them, or elfe, which i^ 
more probable as weliever hear any more of them, 
transferred themfelves to fome other country. 
From fome of the poetical fragments tranflated in 
Keating's hiftory, it appears that there is ftill ex- 
tant a beautiful defcription of the battles between 
the Milefians and the Danonians ; in which are ce- 
lebrated the funeral rites that were performed for 
two of the Spanifli Druids who were killed, and 
the flaughter of the conforts to the three Danoniaa 
Princes. Thefe fragments not only give us a great 
idea of their. poetry, but alfo fliew in what manner 
all their public tranfadlions were delivered down 
jfnd regiftered by their Bards. 

The 
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The antiquaries are not agreed in their opinion 
of the divifion of the ifland by Heber and Here-^"** 
MON, the two Milefian Princes, after the conqueft^^j^j^^ 
of it from the 3>anonians; neither have any oFmon." 
them pretended to explain the reafon, why Amer- 
GiN, the third furviving fon, had no part of the 
country allotted for his (hare ; any further, than by 
telling us, that he was a poet, a philofbpher, an 
hiftorian, and a legiflator ; and perhaps according 
to the political fyftem of thofe times, thefe profefli- 
ons might exclude him from any (hare in the i;ule 
and government of the ftate. But many fuch diffi- 
culties as thefe occur, in' tracing out all ancient 
hiftory, which it is impoflTible to reconcile. Thq 
divilion which (eems to be grounded on the beft 
authority, is that Heber poffeflTed himfclf of thb^ 
two provinces of Muhfter ; that Leinfter and Con- 
nau^t fell to the ihare--Qf He rem on ; and that 
they apportioned the provmce of Ul(ler among 
their nl^ews and prin^pal o0icers in the expediti- 
on. The Princes built palaces, and the Chiefs 
caftles — ^fuch as they were-— on their feveral e(tiates, 
where they refided with their families- But their 
firft employment confifted in making room for 
them(elves in a country that was over-run with 
woods ; and in this they laboured (b afliduoufly, 
that the names of the Monarchs and great Men 
who principally promoted it, are mentioned with 
honour in their hiftories. The clearing of the land 
in this manner gave ri(e to agriculture ; whofe 
veftiges arc now to be ifeen, in fome of the moft 
wafte and uncultivated parts c^ the ifland. If this 
does not afibrd a proof of the iuperior numbers, it 
is at leaft a proof of the fuperior induftry, of the; 
ancient inhabitants over the prefent ; and though 
the old Mildians bad an invincible prejudice againft 
mechanical handicraft occupations, whick were 
carried m by the remaining Belgians or their (laves, 

yet; 
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yet that agriculture was in high repute and eftima-' 
tion. 

As many changes and divifions were made in 
the feveral tribes, through their mutual animofities, 
and they feparated fron^ the poffeflions that were 
firft affigned them, it is iinneceffary, ifnotabfurd, 
to point out the pofleffions which belonged to the 
feveral families at the firft divifion of the ifland by 
the Milefian race. It is fufficient to relate here, 
that Heremon and Heber, the two Princes of 
the blood, with the confent of their brother Amer- 
GiN, whoaflumed the dignity of fupreme Druid, 
Bard, Philofopher, and Judge, having divided the 
kingdom between them, reigned jointly for a year. 
The former, being poffeffed of the provinces of 
Leinfter, and Connaught, accordmg to the divifion 
above mentioned, built a royal palace in the county 
of Meath ; called, in honour of Te a his Qiieen 
who had the direction of it, by the name of Tea- 
mor, which is now generally pronounced Tara, 
and will be often mentioned by that name in the 
following hiftory. But this Monarch erefted ano- 
ther royal feat, and kept his court at Airgiodroh 
in the province of Leinfter. What fort of palaces 
thefe were, if the reader had not feen in the Introduc- 
tion, he would eafily guefe, when he is told that 
two of them were built by this Prince, within a 
year after the conqueft of the Danonians. 

In the Milefian expedition to this weftern ifland, 
were a mufician and a poet, both of great eminence 
in their profeflicai ; and in fo much efteem with 
the two Princes, that there was a conteft to which 
of them the artifts fliould belong. It was at laft: 
however agreed that they ftiould be feparated, and 
the divifion ftiould be determined by lot, which 
gave the poet to Heremon, and the mufician to 
the ftjare of Heber. Though the writers are not 
s to be credited, which tell us, that the Jfouthern 

parts 
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parts of the country are from heace obferved to be 
more particularly delighted and (killed in mufick, 
yet it is poffible that this conteft between the Prin- 
ces in the infancy of their fettlement, might give 
birth, as the old chronicles exprefsly tell us, to that 
laudable cuftom among the Irifti of treating their 
poets, hiftorians, and men of learning, with ho- 
nour and liberality. ^ 

The controversy for the pofleflion of thefe fa- 
mous artifts was fcarcely amicably adjufted, and 
the animofities which it had occalioned healed up 
and forgotten, but another difference arofe of a 
more important nature, and attended with more 
fatal confequences. Two otit of three of the moft , 
beautiful and fertile vallies in the ifland having fal- 
len to the lot of Heber, and his Queen being a 
woman of immenfe pride and vanity, had let her 
heart upon the third, which lay in die divifion of 
Her EM ON ; that (he might be called the Queen of 
the three vallies. As unreafbnable as this might 
be for her to infift on, (he would admit of no ex- 
c\ifes from her hufband, till he had demanded it of 
his brother, and in cafe of refufal attempted it by 
force of arms. In (hort, her pride had got fo 
much the better of her, that (he pa(fionately vow- 
ed (he would never reft, till the third valley was 
added to the polfefiion of Heber, and (he had 
acquired the title above-mentioned. But if one 
lady had4>ride enough to put her upon ^croach- 
ing on the territories of another, the wife of He- 
REMON had a fpirit which would not fuffer her to 
give way ; and (he inftigated her hu(band to infift 
upon his tide, and defend his right. Thus deter- 
mined on both fides, the one to demand and the 
other not to comply, a war between the Princes 
became inevitable ; and their forces being drawii 
out on the plains of Geiib]^ a de(perate battle was 

fought^ 
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fought i in which the army of the aggreffor was 
defeated, and Hebbr himfelf loll his life. 

This is a very early inftance, it muft be owned, of 
the fatal effedls of female pride ; and it ihews that 
human nature has in every age of the world been 
ftill the fame. Here is an example of a woman, 
yielding to the follicitations of pride and vanity, till 
they made her turbulent and contentious, unhappy 
in herfelf, and uneafy to thofe about her : here is a 
Prince her hulband, weak enough to facrifice his 
repofe, his poiTeilions, and even his life to her am- 
bition ; and from that day to this, a thoufand 
events of the fame fatal kmd have happened. For 
^ho' all hiftory is nothmg more than the hiftory of 
the human heart, yet; as few read it with a view to 
that improvement, ib it may be faid perhaps, that 
not many are the better for reading hiftory ; and the 
generality want as much to be taught the workings 
apd evafions of the heart, as though they had never 
ht^ laid before them in any language. The m- 
itru^ions that are to be drawn from this inftance 
before us to both the fexes, tho' very important, are 
too obvious to be recited. 
Herb- Though Hbremon had gained a compleat vic- 
^^^' tory over his brother, and reigned from that time 

A M.293S '^^^^^c'^ ^f t^ whole ifland, yet his government 
was frequently oj^fed and interrupted by the 
friends of Hebbr, and he was obliged to take the 
field. In one of thefe engagements, about two years 
after the firft, he flew, his only furviving brother 
Amercik abovementioned, the foVereign Druid 
and Philoibpher of the ifland ; which probably put 
an end to the civil war, as we hear of no more in- 
furrediohs in this reign. The peace of the country 
being thus eftabliflied, the hifl:orians tell us he di^ 
vided it among his nephews^ and chief officers ; 
and particularly that he gave one of the provinces 

to 
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to a commander that was a dcfdendant of the anci- 
ent Belgians, as it was faid before, and referved 
the fbvereignty to himfelf* 

In afhorttime after this fettlement,as it is related 
in the pfalter of Cafliell, the Pids of Trace landed 
with fome forces on the Eaftern coaft of Ireland ; 
and the reafon for their coming thither, we are told, 
was this. Thefe people being fubfidics to the King 
of Thrace, who had an intention to debauch the 
daughter of their general, they found means to de- 
ftroy him ; and then leaving the country, and 
marching through the dominions of feveral Princes 
till they came to France, thej were kindly enter- 
tained in the pay of that monarch, and having a 
tradt df land affigned them they built a city to 
which they gave the name of Piftavium, and which 
is now called Poidtiers. The King of France be- 
ing infoirmed, durbg this tranfadlion of the un- 
common beauty of the daughter of the Piftifh 
General, entertained a defign like that of the 
Thracian Prince, and was at all events determined 
to poflefs her. Biit his intrigue being difcovered, 
and th^ General incenfed at this frelh attempt on 
his daughter's honour, coUedtipg his people to- 
gether, and feizing by ftf fttagem on fome of the 
French (hips, he put to fea and landed in the har- 
bour of Wexford. 

About the time of their arrival here, fome of 
the Britons had made an attempt upon this ifland, 
and co(nmitted fome depredations on the borders 
of the river Slane. Wherefore the Governor of 
Leinfter, perceiving the Pifts to be a valiant and 
warlike people,^ gave them a kind reception, and 
follicited their affiftance ^ainft the Britons ; who 
made ufe of poifoned arrows and other weapons in 
jtheir attacks. The Bard who relates . this, and 
who knew that a poem fubfifts by wonder and fur- 
prize, has inyente4 * curious ftory to embellilh 

Vol. i. P the 
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the narrative, fuitable to the ignenrance of t^ times 
he lived in; but which Kbatihc and others re- 
late very gravely for true hiftory. They tdl us^ 
tkit this lavage cuftom of the Briti:»is bemg made 
known to the Pi<ftifh general, he produced a Druid 
of his train well tkilled in phynck; who as an 
antidote againft the poilbn, ordered hcAcs to be 
dug near the field of battle, into which they fboald 
pour the milk of an hundred and fifty white faced 
cows i and as the Men were wotindot with the 
poifoned weapons they ihould be bathed in this 
milk, which woukl expd the venom and enable 
them to return to the combat. After fuch a won- 
derful afHftance as this, it is eafy to believe what 
follows, that the Britons were defeated and drived 
offtheifland. 

The Pids having been thus ufefid to their t^e^ 
and taking a liking to the country, fbnned a de^ 
fign of pdTeffing themfeh^ rf the jwovince of 
Leinfter, and there to fettle with their families. 
But this ccMifpiracy being difcovered in tiine eo 
the King of Ireland, Heremok immetfiately le^ 
Tied an army much fuperior to the Pi^fls, is oi^er 
to oblige thwn to evacuate the Ifland wthout the 
leaft deky. Finding rfwir pr^eift thus defeated 
before rifcy could attempt its execution, theft 
new guefts were obliged to make their fubmiffitm 
to the King. A very pompous fpecch is put in- 
to the mouth of their cfMnmandfer 1^ fbme of the 
old writers ; and much confiiltation, they tell us, 
was had amor^ the Mitefians — who are n6W lo be 
called the Irifh— abotrt w^iat was to be doHe with 
'* the Piftifh people. At length it was dteterttiined 

to be on feveral aceoiwts ineXpedvfeBt that A^ 
ftiouid remain upon the ifland ; wMc!v being no- 
tified to them, SB alfo that there were odfer iffand^ 
on tJ« north eaft \fhich vUst utlinhrfirted, 4ey 
*ere defired to pafe thither with aft convenieniE 
{peed. 
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Ijpeed. 1^0 this the Pifts v^ry readily confented v 
but as they were deficient ifi females of rank, 
they deiired fotnt of the Irilh might accompany 
them to their Hew fettlement ; and to engage 
them they entered into a folemn covenant, that 
if the govejfftrftent of the country (hould fall into 
their haiids, the defcendents from the female line 
ihould have the preference. On this condition, 
and with thefe aflurances, three of the Irifli widow 
ladies, with the King's confent, vi^^re married to 
fome of their chiefs, and accdmpaniifcd them in the 
expedition to the iflands bordering <ipon Scotland, 
where they fettled. The Iri(l> hiflorians quote 
the teftirnony of BEDfe in cotifipmatioA of this ac- 
count ; who fays " that a nati<2^n of the Pi<!ts froni 
Scythia, fetting to fea ifi a few long fhips, after 
they had, by the varying of the wind, failed round 
the Goaft of Briton, came at laft into Irelanci^ 
where they found the nation of the Scots, among 
whorn they defired a fettlement, but their requell 
was denied ; and that they ^ereuperfuaded to go to 
the northern parts of Britain, and obtained wives 
of the Scots in Iteland." 

It miift be owned that this i§ a confirmation of 
the fadl, but not of the time ; and in my opinbn 
the hiftorians have placed the incijirfion of the Pids 
rather too early. But be this as it may, they cer- 
tainly were not called by that name till new co- ' 
lonies came over to feek out for habitations. Whe- 
ther they fettled themfelvesat this time on the north 
lidc of the Frith or not, it appears clearly from bi(h- 
op StiLLiNCFLEEt [by'] that thefe were the people 
who becanie afterwards the Caledonian Britons, 
whofe original was from Scythia ; who in the time 
of Ac R I COL A were a very confiderable people 
both for number and valour, and who were re- 
markable in antiquity for painting their bodies. 

P 2 But 

{^1 Antiq.of the Brit. cLurches, p. 243. 
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But to proceed now with the hiftory* — ^The Pidts, 
they tell us, acquired the fovereignty of the coun- 
try through feventy fucceflive Kings, in the He- 
brides, and in the north of Scotland, from this fet- 
tlement ; but that the Druid who had aflifted them 
with his fkill againft the poifon of the Britifli wea- 
pons, and five more of note among the Pidts, were 
allowed to remain in Ireland, with eftates ^gned 
for their fupport. The chronicles alfo relate^ that 
a great number of the defcendents of Breoghan 
called Brigantes, and of the Danonians that ftill 
remained in Ireland, were at this time fent away 
with the Pidts to the northern part of Scotland, who 
afterwards poflefTed themfelves of large fettlements 
in England. This is another proof to me, that 
the coming of the Pidts is placed a great deal 
earlier than it fliould be in the Irifti hiftory ; be- 
caufe according to Bede, it was long after this,that 
any of the Irifli " hearing of the goodnefe of the 
country of Scotland, either by force or friendlhip 
took pofleflion of it." But in matters of fiich re- 
mote antiquity, I am much rather inclined to doubt 
than to determine. 

Heremon, the firft monarch *of Ireland, dy- 
ing after a reign of thirteen years, the crown is faid 
to devolve upon his three fons ; who ruling over the 
ifland jointly for three years, and one of them then 
dying, and the other twobein^ flain by the four fons 
EiTHRt- Qf Heber, they governed jointly likewife for a 
^^' year, and were in their turn taken off by a remain- 

ing fon of He r e mon ; who living but ten years after 
was fucceeded by hisfon EiTHRiAL, Monarch of 
the whole kingdom for twenty years. He is faid to 
have been a Prince, notlefs remarkable for his learn- 
ing, than his military accomplilhments, and to have 
written with his own hand the hiftory and adventures 
of theMilefian colony. He waskilled inbattleby a fon. 
of He B E R , who was the firft fole Monarch of Ireland 
of his family. We hear nothing more of him, though 

he 
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he reigned thirty years, than that he fought; five 
and twenty battles with the line of Heremon \ in 
every one of which, except the laft in which he loft 
his life, he came off vidtorious. 

His fucceflbr who was of the Heremonian lincj^pj^^^j^. 
and whofe name was Tighermas, was continu-M\s. 

all^ alarmed with the pretenfions of the Heber fa-* - 

mily J with whom it is faid he fought feven and ^- ^• 
twenty battles with great fuccefs, in which moft of ^^"' 
the Heberians were deftroyed. Though all the 
Antiquaries agree that he was the firft that intro- 
duced idolatry, and ereded Pagan altars in the 
ifland, at one of which, they fay, he periftied by a 
judgment from heaven, with three parts of his peo- 
ple, as he was worfhipping his idol, yet they are 
not agreed about the length of his reign ; fome af- 
furing-Ais^^ was fifty, and others but three and 
twenty years ; and fome faying there was an inter- 
regnum of ftvcn years after his death, and others 
ilone at all. Amidft this uncertainty, and in all 
others relating to the chronology of the hiftory, I 
am determined, as I faid before, by the authority 
of OFlaherty; who declares for the interreg- 
num, and finiflies the reign of Tighermas in 
three and twenty years. Befides many ftream? 
w^ich now began firft to flow, a gold mine was firft 
difcovered in this reign near the river Liffec ; the 
coloWs of blue and green and purple were invent- 
ed ; a!id the people began to be more polite in their 
habits, and to adorn tnemfelves with drefs. 

At the end of the interregnum, a fon of Ith, 
that was formerly nientioned, aflumed the govern- ^^"^ '• 
ment of the ifland ; and though his reign was de-^*^ 

P 3 termined 

■ftJJThe reader is deiired to obferve that the Monarchs of 
the fame name which are here diflinguinied bj firft and fe- 
cond, &c. are not as they ftand in the old Irifh hiftory, but 
as they appear in this ; where the names of feveral of 
them are not mentioned. 


i88 T H E H I S T O R Y . Vol, |, 

termined in four years, by being killed in battle^ 
yet in this time he eftablilhed it as a kw throu^-r 
out the kingdom, that the quality of every perfi)^ 
fhould be known by the number of colours upon hii; 
clothes. Thus a flave or feryant lyas to be fcen 
with no more colours than one j a foldier might 
have two, but an pfEcer was permitted thfee j the 
apparel of gentlemen, who kqpt a hdpiuible tabk 
for the entertainment of flxangers, was tp be diftiar 
guifhed by four colours ; the nobility w^r^ albwed 
to have five ^ and the Kings and families? of xoya| 
blood were not to exceed fix. Of the faw number 
might the habit of Scholars, Philofcpher^ Bards, 
and Men of learning in all profelfions, CQpml. The 
wifdom of this inftitution has been mych extolled^ 
in producing an emulatiop among rppa of letters, 
and in procuring efteem and relpejSt at a y^ry ea<y 
rate, it is mdeed tp b^^oDderqd ^t, and muehJ^-r 
mented, that no i^ftitMipn gf thip klnd--r^ infti^ 
tution to regulate the diels of t}ie differepf ranks of 
people — fhould have ever foup4 its W^y into da^g 
.country m whiphweliv^; where, if w^ were.&j 
guefs at thofe we fee by their appefiranp^ only, we 
flioyld take the iperchant and his fa|mily, the fii^uire, 
apd even the tfadeiwn, tP be Iprds ;wi4 ladies pif 
the firft diftipftion : a piece of impertineriqp in dreis, 
>yliich creates mdecency and confuiion, and \yhich 
a wife ftate ftlo^ld not tolerate. Tl^e Monargfe 
whp gave birth to this jnftitutiojtj in irelap<>, w^s 
flain by two defcendems of Ir, the firft royal Mi- 
Jefj^n who died in the illand, who governed in it by 
turjds for forty years ; and of whom no more is faj4, 
than that ttey were t^ii rft Iri(h princes who c^rh^ 
but of Ulfter, and divided the kingdom between 
them. 
i\cHY. jr Having been kilted as lifual in batttle by their 
• I - — fucceflbr, of the Heberian line, whofe name was 
A.M3o8$Eo<:haid or Achy Faobargla^js, be enioyed 
■ -the 
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the crown twenty years. His name is faid to be 
givep him from the green colour of his fword and 
jaifelms j apd he was the firft Iri(h monarch who 
ob%ed the Pifts that had fettled themfelves in the 
highlands pd .iiles* of Scotland beforementioned, 
tp pay a tribute or homage to the crown of Ireland. 
He w^ muph annoyed by the Princes of the Here- 
rqo^ian line ; whp at length after five battles put an 
^nd to [m lifel^ ^ind one of them obtained the crown 
far three and twenty years. Atthe end pf that time,, 
and aftejT fighijing four battles, an Heberian diipof^ 
ie^ed and killed him ; and by a fatality common to 
the gre^feft part of them, the fon of his predecef- 
i5)r, ^fter allowing him to reigp' two and twenty 
ye^r^ poff^fled the throne in the fame manner. 
The nftHife ^ this Prince was Aongus Olmu- 
c fi AC ^ ; who aisquired a great deal of military glory 
pvepr jtj^ Pi^p in the iflands and the north of Angus I 
ScoiKadt, whom h^ reduced into fubjedtion, and 
9^igj3d fhem to pay a yearly tribute. After 
jnaay triumphs over thefe pQ3ple abroad, and 
ioHie pirates and rebellious fubjofls at home,, thnough 
^acoi^fe of ^ghteen yemi^ he fell in battle by the 
hands pf hif{ fuceeflbr of tne Heberian family, whp 
reigned wtth'«peat fplendour four and twenty years. 
In prefer to exicite and reward the courage of his 
^j?ldier4 ihe i::*uf€d fitter ihields and targpts. to 
he n^Kfej, wWch he diftributcd; without partiality jor • 
^fe^ioj^ to the m^ vaiiaot asnd deferving. But at 
laft ^e ihi^rqd the i^te of his predeceirors ; and in 
l^is fi^pijey. ithey went on through five fiicceflive 
Monaf^ihji^, killing andr beinfe killed, till the reign 
x)f Ollah F<«^.wah, without any thingmore (aid 
^ $hfBBb*ittJteir names ai^d genealogies; ,e^ceM 
ito^ PQ^ (rf th^xi ordained, tl»t the gentry ftiould 
jy^ar :a ghain erf .gold about their necks to diftin- 
^iftl ihism ^oxa the populace ; and that he gave hd- 
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mets, with the collar and fore pieces of gold, as a 
reward to merit and experience ; and that another 
introduced the wearing of gold rings, which he 
bellowed upon the learned in arts and Iciences. 

It did not* appear to me to be a matter of any 
moment, or entertainment to the reader, to. give 
the names and families of thefe Princes, in order 
only to fay that they reigned fo many years, and 
then were killed. In the fame manner I (hall pafs 
by all the reft in whole reign there was nothing me- 
morable i and who were fo infignificant in them- 
felves, as to have no more recorded of them in 
other hiftories, than that they reigned fo many 
years, fought fo rpany battles, and then died, or 
were killed. But here I muft obferve, that at the 
fame time that this barrennefs of fadls makes the 
hiftory dry and unentertaining, it yields a proof of 
its being genuine ^ it demonftrates how fcrupulous 
all-fucceeding hiftorians were of adding any thing 
of their own, wh^e fo much room was left for 
invention aiid impofition : and though the care and 
accuracy of thefe people extended to little more 
than the fucceffion and genealogies of their Kings, 
yet it evidently proves the ufe of letters among 
them from their firft fcttlement in the ifland. 

Indeed in fuch an early age of the world as we 
have gone through, and in a country divided into fo 
•manyfa(flions,in fupport of their feveral leaders of the 
hncof Heber, Heremon, Ir, and Ith, of all 
which families there have been Kings, little more 
could be recbrded than how one of them obtained 
the foVereignty by the Haunter of another. ' It 
TOuft be confi^ered that hiftory was then in its in- 
fancy*; and if a writer gave only a dry narration of 
fads, . without explaining, or attempting to invef- 
t^te, thecaufes of the great tranfadions they re- 
QitCi it is all that could be expefted. The province 
pf hiftory was then principally confined to fliort 

meagre 
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meagre annals ; and it ferves well enough the pur- 
pofes of thofe who read it only for amiifement ; 
" juft as they play a game at cards." as Lord Bo- 
LiKGBROKE fays, " or as they would read the 
ftory of the feven Champions." If fuch is the his- 
tory we have already gone through, or are yet 
to trace during the remainder of this age, to the 
age it muft be attributed, and not to the nation, or 
the writer. 

H(Wever this may be, the reign of Ollam Ollam. 

FoDLA, which we are now to enter on, makes ^ 

a remarkable epocba in the Irifh hiftory \ as he was A.M3a36 
a Prince who excelled greatly all his predeceffors in 
wiCdbm and learning ; and who laid fuch a plan for 
the government and advantage of his people, as few 
iegiflators, it is faid, exceeded, and few free na- 
tions had the happinefs of enjoying. The reign 
of this Monarch, who was of the line of Ir, which 
continued forty years^ was diflinguilhed as much 
by its peaceablene(s and public quiet, as by the 
many wife and ufeful laws which he eftablifhed for 
the improvement of his people. 

Wjiether the Ifraelites in their expedition under 
the condudt ot Moses out of Egypt, diftinguiflied 
theiP tribes by banners, with certain devices or 
coats of arms dilElinftly blazoned upon them, as the 
Irifti writers aflert, I Ihall not take upon me to 
determine. But they teH us, that in imitation of 
this example, the great anceftor of the Milefians, 
when he led them out of Egypt, had the device of a 
dead ferpent and the rod of Moses pointed on his 
banner : which dill continued as an honourable dif- 
tindtion of their family till the prefent reign. 
Whatever there may be in this, it is certain that 
fuch devices among eminent people and nations 
were of great antiquity. The (hield of Achilles 
meiatioiiied |by Homer, the lion on the ihields ' 

of 
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of Alexander's ibl4ier$, w4 the images oa 
the arin$ of many oth^r heroes are a proof of this ; 
a2)d there U nothing therefore imr^^oable in fup- 
pofing, that the Mtlefia^^ might have » ba4g^ of 
diftii^ion on their boners md helmets, in or4er 
to fliew^ M(\ to perpetuate the memory of their 
defcent ; as a^ iUi^rious i^Hy, who made n 
' very eariy figure in the qhjonieles of the world- ^ 
But Ollam Fodla confidered, that 9^ thi$ 
.gmeral device oa the banners ^ their armji Mras 
aa iiw»ntivt to their troops to ^have with the va- 
lour aod ii^trepidity worthy pf their gre^ wiginie, 
& partiq^r ^vm^ diftingw(hiogea<:h femily m^t 
alfi> caitfe an emulation i^ ^^ feveral cop^winaedera 
, or . at kaft fee a fewrky for ;tbetr courage. He 
therefore ordeiied tf^ .Herald^, whom he then mr 
\ ftituted, tp afltgii a particular wat of arjvus fco .^(^y 
\ Nobleman, and. great oflfcfir, according to his m^r- 
i rit a«d:jqiftfttly;; whepet^ e^h iho^ld. fee jdiftiftr 
gUilhedfa-Qmijail Ptheps.of the feme rask, ai>d 
being OMriouIly Wa«9oed upon ;bij5 bato^-, heihoiild 
be known wherever he wa^ ; in Q«kr pattkmkfly 
that he might be eit^her rewia^^ded for ^ courage, or 
pws&^.for Ijis cowardjpe in the fidd of battle, 
Ewcirfiey were^iway? attjeij^ in thw i«»rcl>e% na 
wdl as m the limeiof ai9:ia>n,. by their antiqHari^ 
aod poets, wh^ i^ere <pyig$d itq take n^^ifts of th^ 
parttettJar bebaviow of every ^cer : mi vfeeft 
tlw5r fe>y pae d^in^i£b ^iin»fotf ag^injS: ^ ^esvy, 
bis name and exploit vasimmediatdy eatersed into* 
the rococdfi.iafbis boxife, to be trasifnwtt^ down 
from ikhcr to feoci and by ihat^mewa tp iipfpire 
the feveral ibt tncj^es of the family with an opaw^iT 
QD tt> irakateiuch a ^eat §mmfk. Nor w» it i»- 
Q(Z)fdfid:QbIy igi ibe yriyat^ j©e6dc«es of the fiu¥f.%» 
hut fli copy «faitr' was laid jbefore idie next iriferobly at 

Tara.; ^ch.wajs jikewife 4iiftitutpd fey ,i^ Mp^ 
narch. 

There 
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There was great reafon for iaying that the reign 

of this Prince made a lemarkahie epocha in the 

Jrifh faiftory. For d^ere is in no nation a cuftom 

attended with circumftances of .greater .fblenmnity 

a I'd magoificeoce, than was this triennial ParJias- 

pient or convention xxdained l^y Oll am Fodl a ^ 

ajad of which the reader wili^xcufediierefbr^ a very 

minute recital. Thpi^ the form oE their govern* 

inent was monarchical from tfae beginning, yet it 

was at all times under the ^eftraint of popular coun*'- 

ciis. indeed it was &> much imder thai: reftraint^ 

daat, except in time of war, the real power of their 

fiifl: monitrdss was too limited and circumfcribed 

to aniwer the true ends of government; wMch 

Gonfifl: in reftraining popular madnefs and iniblefice^ 

without any invafion of popular ri^tfL In order 

dierefore to remedy an evil which wg6£> threatning 

to tfae conftitutbn^ this monarch contrived a fyftem, 

that the r^l power, in cafe of neceility, mi^ 

have. fMic collat^r^I authority to moderate the gid-< 

dy cxcef^s of the^: popular, and the popular forne 

cqudl power to t^rain the inve^ionis of the r^gal. 

To bring this gneat end to bear) he inilituted a 

new llensitorial oK^terin the ftatc, of the Druids and 

Hien of learning; wht> fni^t throw thtir 'authority 

into the riiifig fcak of government between the 

Princes aind the people, and keep the balance evea 

between thefe contending powers. Thus the Mq- 

narch aiidthe provincial Kings who hadl tbeexecu*- 

tive power in their hands on the ^na fide, and the; 

phiiojlb^rS' ^nd pridb/ together Widi the deputies 

of the people on theother, formed die wholq ler n 

giilature. : . . 

"Xh^ iiluftrious afl^inbly was called hf the name 
ofJFes Teambra^k ; ^arid met by a royal fummons 
in a Ftirliamen«ary manner once iii three years, at 
the palaceof Tata already mentioned. At^hisp^ace* 
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the Monarch of Ireland kept his court, as the place 
of his refidence ; but there was alfo a houfe af- 
figned for the King of every province in the ifland, 
and his retinue, during the fitting of the aflembly. 
fiefides thefe, there were three other houfes built 
for the ufe of the public ; the firft was a ftrong 
building in which were confined the prifoners of 
ftate 5 in the fecond, the Judges, the Antiquaries, 
and the Bards aiTembled, to decide fuits at law^ 
impofe fines and punifhments upon delinquents, 
and to regulate and adjuft the cuftoms of the coun- 
try !: The third, which is faid to have been a noble 
ftrudture, was for the refidence of the provincial 
Queens and their attendants during the Parliament, 
in which every Princeis had a feparate apartment 
magnificently fitted up ; and thefe courts, as we 
may well imagine, added much to the g^uety and 
fplendour of tl^ triennial meeting. Before the pub- 
lic bufinefs was entered upon, there was a magni- 
ficent entertainment for fix days together, intended 
to promote mutual friendfbip and civility among 
the principal peojJe of the country •, and where 
there had been any difference, to reconcile the par- 
ties. To this entertainment, not only the nobility 
and men of learning, but the principal commanders 
and officers of . the army were admitted ; whofe 
names and.d^tes of their commifiions were enrolled 
by the Antiquaries in the royal records, and who 
took their places according to their quality, their 
pofl, and n>^it> in the following manner. 
; A large s^partment in the palace being fitted up for 
this purpofe, with, tables on each fide and at the 
end, and proper fpaces for the attendants, in order 
to prevent any^difputes about precedency, the right 
band . table was allotted for the provincial Kings, 
the Princes, and principal gentry ;■ that on the left, 
hand for the tpfficers of the army, and men of lower 
fortunes ; and the other at the end, for the Druids, 

Bards 
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Bards and men of learning of all profeffions. 
When the dinner was ready, and the room cleared 
of all the waiters, except the grand Marftiall, the 
principal Herald, and a trumpeter, the laft founded 
his trumpet ; at which all the fliield-bearers of the 
Princes and nobility came to the door, and deliver- 
ed the Ihields to<he grand Marftiall ; who, by the 
direaion of the Herald, hung them ujp in their 
proper places upon the wall on the right fide of the ; 
long table, and which were diftinguiftied by the \ 
coats of arms that were blazoned upon them. ; 
At the fecond blaft of the trumpet, the target 
bearers of the officers of the army attended 
at the door ; whofe targets were delivered and 
hung up in the fame manner on the infide of the 
other table. This ceremony being finiftied, the 
trumpet founded a third time ; on which the Kings, 
the Princes, the nobility, the gentry, the officers, 
and all the other members entered the room, and 
took their places under their own ihields and tar- 
gets, without the leaft confufion or difturbance. 

The dinner being ended and every thing relating 
to it removed, the antiquities of the kingdom were 
brought before them and examined with the utmoft 
accuracy, left any f allhoods or interpolations fliould 
have been admitted. In this work, a committee of 
men of the greateft learning were employed ; and 
where they found any rnifreprefentations, owing 
either to the ignorance or prejudice of the hiftorians, 
they were expunged. Thole accounts which re- 
mained after this inlpe(5tion, and when they had 
undergone the approbation of the aflembly, were 
orderecj to be tranfcribed into the authentic chroni- 
cles of the kingdom, which were preierved in this 
palace ; ^nd the Ixx^ wherein they were inferted 
was called the Regifter or Pfalter of T^ra : nor 
was any relation of antiquities or events, which 
was repugnant to thofe recorded in this regifter, to 

be . 
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be deemed of any authority, or any othef- ttiaii a 
fabulous impofition. In the interval between the 
feffion of every fuch triennial meeting not only the 
profeffed antiquaries appointed by the ftate, but all 
other perfo .s of learning were required to coUedl 
whh cBligence and fidelity whatever was worthy to 
be recorded in their feveral diftri<Sl§ ; that they 
might be laid before the next alTernbly, arid if ap- 
proved of, be tranfcribed into the public regifter, 
for the benefit and information of their deicetid- 
I cnts. 

In this manner, it is faid, that the ancient Irifh 
preferved the anecdotes of every public trarifaftiori 
that was of importance enough to be delivered 
down to the world ; and it was a care perhaps pe- 
culiar to thefe people. The authors who had the 
infolence to rnipofe upon pofterity, either by per- 
verting matters of mft, or reprefenthig them in 
partial and improper colours, to the unmerited re- 
proach of any charadler, were folemnly degraded 
from the honour of fitting in that affembly, arid fub- 
jtH to fuch fines as (hould be adjudged equivalent 
to their defciqueucy. Thus thro* fear of dilgrace 
and fc^ndal, of lofing their endowmerits and ef- 
tates, or of fufFering fome corporat igrfominious 
' punifliment, an hiftorian of that age arid nation was 
inducefd to relate nothing but truth $ at leall fuch 
M hiftorian, as had the ambition of trarifmitf ing 
his writings to pofterity, under the fanftion and 
authority of this great affembly. Had no other 
hiftorians preftimed to relate the trarifadtiori's of that 
country, the hiftory df Ireland fi-om this period 
muft Have been allowed to be the moft aiitheritic 
of any nation under the f\m. But every family of 
rank and confequence retained a Bard to cdebrate 
and record their aftions ; arid thefe were doubtlefi 
not fo fcrupulous ais: the ftate hiftorians employed 
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and pcnfioned by the piiblick, and who were firt>- 
jedl to the authdrky of the triennial meeting. 

Befides the handfome revenues and eftates which 
were affigned to Heralds, Phyficians, Harp-play- 
ers, and Bards, this Monarch ordained that none 
of thefe dignities flwoM be conferred on any fami- 
lies that were not iHuftrious by their defcent ; and 
thou^ they were hereditary, yet the eldeft fbn 
(hould not fucceed of courfe to the employment 
and the eftate, unfefi he \vas alfo the moft accom- 
pliflied in his profeflfon. As they lived thus with- 
out difturbance from worldly cares in the profecu- 
tion of their ftudies, fo they were obliged to no 
dependence, nor fervice, but in the way of their 
profeflibn. In the time of war, or of any otheir 
pubfic calamity, they were bound to no military 
attendance nor contribution ; their perfons were rn- 
vioiaWe ; and whatever was the common diftre^ 
it was accounted lacril^ to feize upon their eftates. 
To thefe noWc encouragements, and the ^mulatioa 
rcfulttng from them, which advanced aS the branch- 
es taf learning to the grcateft height it was then ca^ 
pabk of, it was probably owing, that Ireland after- 
wards becante the centre of knowledge, and poKte 
and liberal education, to the whole Weftern 
world. 

The fix days entteitainnient for the ajOTembly be- 
ing at an end, antf the hifi^rits and retords having 
been authenticated in the manner above-tnentionei^j 
the feveraJ orders of the legiflattire met in a pariia- 
yhentary tvay. Thte Monatch fitting on the tiiroii^, 
and the Ktnjgs atid provincial deputies futrounding; 
it, the kws which had beea ciftaMiflied were theii 
tevifed, and as Ae exigence of affairs requirdf, 
lyere correded or tepedted ; new laws which werfe 
iJibtight necefiai^ for the beitter gbvtmment of thfe 
fete were theft ttiadted ; ofFeirdei*^ were punffhed 
*xbr4fiiig t(>tiieit'derti(d't(si -diiijutes Jiwrtweeii prt^ 

vinces 
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vinzes were adjufted ; and in fliort, whatcvep was 
was thought to redound to the honour or fervice of 
the whole ifland, as a common country, was or- 
dained as a public law. Among other^g^ of that fort 
in this reign, befides thofe already mentioned, was 
one to make rapes capital without mercy ; in which 
Ollam Fodla gave up fo much of his preroga- 
tive, as to put it out or his power either to par- 
don or reprieve the criminal : and in order to give 
the greater weight and dignity to this aflembly 
which he inftituted, he ordained that it fliould be 
death without redemption, by any means whatev- 
er, to ftrike or aflault a member of this convention 
during the feffion, or to rob or diflurb him by any 
violence. There are no records to direct us as to 
the order in which the regulations of this Parlia- 
ment were voted, nor the time allotted for thefe 
debates : we may however conclude, with a late 
hiftorian, ** that in rude ages, when the fcience of 
government, was extremely imperfed:, among a 
martial people, unacquainted with the arts of 
peace, ftrangers to the talents which make a figure 
in debate, ^ and defpiiing them. Parliaments were 
not held in the fame eftimation as at prefent." Of 
this in Ireland, it is only faid, that a throne was 
eredted in the middle of a great room of ftate, on 
which the Monarch fate with his face towards the 
Ball ; the King of Leinlter oppofite to him ; the 
King of MuAfter on his . left hand ; the King of 
Ulfter on his right ; the King of Connaught behind 
the throne ; and the principal Princes or nobility, ec- 
clefiafticks, military officers, and deputies of each 
province, near the Kings they belonged to ; that the 
convention was trienni^ anci met about the beginning 
of our November ; and that the whole affembly 
made a folemn and very fplendid appearance. If the 
reader fliould be of opinion that I have been too 
prolix already in the account which has been given 

of 
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of this convention, it muft b? ofitferved that it isaii 
afFair of as much importance as^ny^in the whole 
Irifh hiftory, as being the fountain of all their civil 
|x)lity in istfter ages ; aiid with r^a^d to the 
cafe of thpir records and public hiftory, tVt it was 
worthy of imitation in the politeft and liioft learned 
nations. . ^ 

The great Ollam Fodla, whofe reign of for- Finmac* 
ty years was fo happy for his people and fo glorious ta. 

tb himfelf, having finifhed it, not in the field of— - 

battle lifual with his jiredeceffors, but fey a natural AM. 3276 
death, the crowti devolved upon one of his fons* 
Though this prince enjoyed it in a peaceable mari- 
ner twenty years, yet nothing more is transmitted 
of his reign, than that a great fnow 1 cbvered the 
whole country i and that he died in the fame man- 
lier his father had done before bim, arid was fuc-SLANOLL 
ceeded by one of his brothers. iThe reign of this fc- 
cond fbii of ObtAM was diftinguilhed by nothing 
biit ^ very long feafon of uncommon health all over 
the illandj and IHtlefnbre is faid of him, than th^t 
he died in the ieveiiteeritK year of his monarchy, 
withoiit aijy pi-evioiis diforderor apj»rent fymptoms 
of any difeafe. .The third fon who (ucceeded him, 
and reigriedpnly twelve years, has nothing moi'e re- 
ikted or hirii tliari that he was killed in battle by one 
of hii^ riephewis V who, in his turn, was flain by the 
1f)n. of his J>redecelfbr, after eight ye^rs pofleffion of 
the crown. In this manner the nioriarchs of Ireland 
continued killing and fiicceeding one another, as 
before the reign of the good OlL am, for the fpace 
of two hundred and fixty-three years more to the 
reign of KimSath, during; all which time th^e 
Were only three, out of one and thirty monarchs^ 
Who died a natural death. Neither was any thing 
metnorable recorded in fuch a ferieiS of faftion and 
tivil war, except that a mint having been eredled 
and money coined, and conftant pay was then firft 
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fettled upon the officers and foldiers of the (landing 
army, for which a form of difcipHne was alfo efta- 
blilhed \ and that a fort of ikifFs of cock-boats were 
then invented, that were eafy to manage, and co- 
vered with the Ikins of beafts ; and which are to 
this day in ufe in fome parts of the ifland under the 
name of Curraghs. 

The reader will fee by this, that the inftitution of 
Ollam Fodla was of no long duration -, and if 
it failed in the very family of him who formed it, 
there is no wonder that hiftory ftiould fail with it. 
For civil wars, among other evils, have not only 
an unhappy influence over the manners of a people^ 
but are the bane of arts and fciences. Thus in fadt, 
the hiftory of Ireland became upon the extinction 
of the Ollam Fodlian conftitution little more than a 
regifter of the . fucceffion and genealogies of their 
Kings, *till the reign of Ki MBA TH i who by reftor- 
ing the conftitution of the whole lyngdom to its 
priftine firmnefs, gave hiftory and the fciences fuch 
new life and vigour as that, though diey were iuf- 
pended, they were never afterwards CKtinguilhed ; 
and indeed from this monarch, the moft knowing 
^nd impartial antiquarians date the certainty of theii; 
hiftorical fads ; as the Greeks do theirs frgm He- 
RODOTus. Th^s great alteration in the ftate of 
public affairs will properly give a beginning to another 
book : and from a review of the various revolutions, 
viciflit udes, and tempefts y/hich. wc; have - pafTed 
through in this, I fhall corictude it with an obferyati- 
on, which, though it may do no great honour to the 
anceftors of the Irifh, yet may be of ufe to their pos- 
terity, which the is great end of hiftory. 

The oblervation I mean is this. We have feea 
in the courfe of this book, the Milefia^ race which 
is fo much boafted of, though their country was 
feparated from the reft of the world, and on all 
fides defended by feas and mountains as a bulwark, 

yet 
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yet far exceeding all other nations upon earth in the ^m , » 
moft unnatural, bloody, and deftrudtive feuds, and 
ih^ «>Utt!ir%ehnQ3dans:inTiiQrc-.fi:equcntrand ert- 
tire revolutions than any other* A review of thefe 
things will teach us, tlmt if we expeft any fecurity 
from fuch calamities,, it is neceflary that we fliould 
cultivate moderatioil and humility in ourfelves, and 
peace and union with one another. The people of 
Ireland, in tholQ.^imes of 4efblatiQn, w^e wafte^i 
with facf^iqps an4 qi^errun iprith wipl^ednej^ of every 
kind ; and for thefe abominations it pleafed Goo 
'to withdraw his favour, and to give them over as a 
prey to be devoured of one another. Let us there- 
fore take warning by their example ; and whatever 
the pride of politicians, or the vain boait of thofe 
who cjeligljt iquwar may fuggeft, yet we have feen 
here enough to convince us, that a nation of 
libertines can tieyer be the.fevouritesof axighte- 
ous Providence, and unlefs the Lord ftiall diredt 
them, that vain will be the councils, and unavailing 
wili bethe'Ufengthof man/ "^ 
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BOOK III. 

Kim- XT THATEVER uncertainties the beft and 
BATH. \/\/ ^^^ impartial Antiquarians have difco^ 

' ▼ ▼ vered, in the hiftorical and chronological 

A.M 3 596 Accounts of Ireland till the reign of Kimb ath, yet 
^^- ^ thefe are not fo great, as wlmt are to be met with 
iNG.'^" in the Antiquities of Egypt, Chaldee, Greece, and 
O Fla- other nations. Some charaders of perfons and 
HB«i. things were found fo deeply engraved, and fo uni- 
^^^^'^" yerfally agreed about, though involved in fable or 
Lynch. coveVed over with fiftion, that there was no rejecl- 
Diflertat. ing them, nor paffing them by in filence : Nor indeed 
have the relations of many of the heroes of antiquity, 
which we entertain without fcruple, any greater or 

fuller 
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fuller authority for their ad ions and exJftence. 
Amidfl: all the contentions and -civil wars in Ireland, 
there was fuch a care and accuracy beftowed in the 
prefer vat ion of their regal genealogies and fuccefli- 
ons, as feems peculiar to thefe people ; and which 
enabled fucceeding writers to be tolerably exadl in 
their calculations. Thus the generations of the 
Royal Milefian line, which were preferved by their 
Bards with few or no miftakes, being computed by 
the chronologers of this reign with the length 
of the reigns of the preceding Monarchs down to 
their own time, a wonderful confiftency was foiind 
between thpfe accounts and the courfe of nature. 
Upon this foundation they formed their technical 
chronology, which O Flaherty has proved, in his 
Ogygia XQ be the moft exaft at this day in the 
world. To the laborious refearches of this learned 
and able writer, who has given a very accurate 
chronology of the Irifh hiftory, I own myfelf much 
indebted for this part of my work. But notwith- 
{landing we are now arrive4 at the period of cer- 
tainty in the annals of Ireland, yet ftill they are but 
annals. As letters were yet in their infancy, and 
the government unfi^^ed and fadtious, the time of 
hiftory was not come ; and little more is to be 
expefted, than a regifter of their Monarchs, and of 
the principal events which happened in every reign. 
With thel^ therefore I ftiall proceed in the beft 
manner I can, 'till we arrive at an age of more 
light and knowledge. 

According to the records of this time, in which 
all their hiftorians acquiefce, three cf the Princes of 
Ulfter the line of Ir, after many ftruggles for the 
Monarchy, agreed at laft that each of them (hould 
reign ' fucceffiVely for one and twenty years, and 
then refign the governinent to the next in turn ; 
and that two of them having enjoyed the crown ac- 
cording to this agreement, Kimbath fucceeded, 

Q.3 and 
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and reigned the time alldtted him 's^ith fplendotq- 
and tranquillity. They tell us that the finl of the 
Kings who (hould then have affum'd the government, 
being dead without ifliie male, and having l^ft a 
daughter, whofe name was Mac ha, of a romift 
conllitution and an enterprizing genius, (he claimed 
. the throne in right of her inheritance, before Di a- 
THOkBA, the other King, (hould fucceed to it 
a fecond time. It is added, that the competitors 
having muftered up all the forces they could procure 
and engaging in a delperate battle, the Princefe 
obtained the vidtory ; her rival foon after died of 
grief; and to prevent Kimb a th from giving her 
any dillurbance, that (he married him. The reader 
wiU fee of him(elf, without rny pointing it out tcThim, 
that this agreement of the three Princes is not to be 
reconciled with probability and common fenfe •, and 
it is a(tohi(hing how all their hiftotians can deliver 
it down, as they ^6, Without the leaft (cruple or he-r 
fitation. if any agreeitient to the purpofe men- 
tioned fub(i(led at q,ll, it mull certainly be for 
one year inftead of one and twenty ; for what 
chance- could the third, or even the fecond have 
for the throne, if each Was to polTels it one and 
twenty years ? And if we fuppofe them to be no 
more than juft of age when this agreement was 
made,, which, con(jdering their various contefts 
they tell us of which were prior to it, is the leaft 
SVe c^ fuppofe, KImbath muft then be conCder- 
ably above fourfcore when they iiiarry him to the 
Queen. . 

But having faid enough to fhew the incredibility 
of tbis account, I muft n6w obferve, that the 
pianufcript in my poflTeflion takes no (brt of notic^ 
of this agreement,* and fays that Macha who wjts 
d Priricefs of invincible fpirit and intrepidity, being 
iineafy at DiATHokBA's afcending the throne Jit 
the death of her father, refolved, as ftie had n^ 
'" brother. 
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brother, to inherk it, and unufual as it was in 
Ireland for a female to hold the fcepter, to raife an 
army and difpoflefs him. To this end (he iflued 
out a iummons, and gave commiffions, to the 
principal chiefs who were of her party, to raife all 
the troops they could ; and tho* the Mbnar A and 
bis five fons were fujqported by a numerous army 
, Well diiciplined, that after a delperate engagement 
they were defeated, and the King hinrifelf was flain. 
Having thus fixed the crown upon her head as the ^ ^ ^^ 
firft Queen of Ireland, and given peace to the iJ^^^ 
country for fome time, flie married Kimb a th, and Ma- 
a Prince of her own tribe ; to whom (he delivered c h a. 
up the codimand of the army, and with whom (he ""* 
ihared the government during his life. There 
being nothing improbable in this relation, the reader 
will no doubt give it the preference to the printed 
hiftories ; to which I (hall ndw return. I (haH omit 
however a ftraoge afofurd ftory which they tell, of a 
ftratagem contrived and executed by the Queen> 
in order to get the (bns of her rival into her |x)wer j 
And which I dare (ay the honeft Bard who firft re- 
lated it, intended it only as a poetical fidtion, to 
defcribe the fpirit and re(blution of this royal he- 
roine. 

Befides reviving the regulations of Oll am Fod- 
L A, relating to the care of hiftory and the govern- 
ment of the ftate, the Monardi Kimbath had 
the glory of building the royal palace of Eamania, 
of fettling the oeconomy df his family province of 
Ulfter, and of reftoring the conftitution of the 
whole kingdom. The palace has been already men- 
tioned in the IntrodutStion, and the councils held 
in it defcribed ', and therefore I (hall fay no more of 
it in this place, than that it continued almoft feven 
hundred years, fuch an example of fplendour, great- 
nefs, and regular oeconomy — to ufe the writer's 
own words — as did the greatcft honour to the 

0^4 whole 
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\)|rl^le Milefian race. Another author aflures us, 
that the ruins of j^that celebrated ^ifice, vifible 
in his time, proclaimed the nui^nificence ftoried of 
it. There wa§ not time for this monarch to carry 
any mpre great defigns intQ eicecutioQ ; having 
epjoyed die crown only feven years, before death 
put an end to his life. The Q^een held the reigns o£ 
government then in her ownlmndsTthe fame number 
of years ; and though fhe ruled with a ijpirit and 
munificence which mi^de her the terror of her ene^ 
mies and the delight of all her iubjedts, yet (he was 
(lain ^t la(( by her fucceiTor, of the liqe of Heber ^ 
who at the end of njne years was taken off in hi^ 
turn by Huqony the Qreat, in revenge for the 
(leath pf Macha wlio b^ been his fofter-mother. 
Ho'gony Huoony was a defcendant of the Heremonian 

:j family, and had he died without iiTue, would have 

i\.M36i9b<^n the laft and only peribn of that royal line. This 
prince Y^ho was q[ia.f rie^ tP a daughter of France, 
^nd wpre the crown pf Ireland thirty years, was one 
of the inoft fpirited and enterpjizihg monarchs that 
this ifland ever produced. He not pnly obliged the 
pidts to pay the tribute due to his predeceflbrs; 
the Kings of Ireland, but he alfo enlarged his do-j 
minions beyond the former bounds, extending hi^ 
ecppire over all the Weftern ifles of Europe. Not 
content with thefe foreign acquifitions, he aboliflicd 
the Pentarchical government ; and required all the 
Princes and Grandees of the provinces to bind 
themfelves by a folemn oath to him and his pof-^ 
terity, iq cxdufion of the pthpr Uues qf the Mildian 
race. 

It is faid in the hiftory of this monarch, that he 
had five and twenty children, and yet left but two 
j>ehind hini • from whona fprung all the latter HereT 
monian line. Jft order to remedy foine grievances, 
pf which his fons, when they grew up, were the 
oc<pafion^ Mfc are told that h? divided the iflan4 

mto 
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into 'five and twenty parts, under this reftriftipn, 
that every one of his Children (hould content them- 
felves with the part allotted him ; and though it is 
ad4ed thatthe public taxes were collected for three 
hundred years according to this divifion, yet fuch a 
divifion feems too improbable in my opinion to be 
credited. It is certain however that he abolilhed 
the Pentarchical government by a law, and that 
he intended there fhould be no more provincial 
Kings : Ijut whatev€;lr efFeft this law might have in 
the Qther provinces, the court of Eamania, headed 
by tl^e Kings of tJlfter, flour iflied with as great 
iplen4ovir as ever ; during the three hundred years 
from the abolition of the Pentarchy to its reftora- 
lion. This great Monarch was flain at laft by 
his brot|ier, and his death revenged upon the mur- 
therer by one of his'fons, who fuc^eeded him in the 
throne 'till he was afiVSn^ted by }iis brother alfo 
in the fallowing mpner. 

Th^e being but two fonsof HuCony left be- Log a- 
hind him, as it has been faid, thq monarch was^v I. 
very kind and indulgent to his brother, and afligned 
him a princply revenue; but Cobthach being •^-3^49 
a man of boundleis ambition CQuld be fatisfied with 
nothing lefs; ^han the cjrown and kingdom. How- 
ever having no profpe^ of accompliftxing his defires, 
his brother having a fon and grandfon to inherit 
after him, he pined fo much with grief and vex-^ 
ation, that he hadfo broke his conftitution arid 
impaired his health, as to be thought paft all hopes 
9f recovery.. The iCing being informed , of the iU 
ftate his brother Ayas ii^i and having a great afFe6tion 
for him, ^lade hlim a vifit. But being attended 
with his houlhold trpops, he was alked the mean-^ 
ing of fuch a military retinue ; which the fick man 
feemed to refent, a-s though his fidelity was fufpedled. 
The King aflured him with great courtefy and 
kindnefs, that • he had not the leaft fufpicion of his 

loyalty 
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loyalty or affeftion ; and that he was attended thus 
for no other f eafon than for the fake of ftate, and 
to preferve the dignity of his charadter : however 
not to make him uneafy with that circumftance any 
more, the Monarch added, that in his next vifit he 
would come as a private gentleman without any 
guard at all : and then took his leave with great 
tendernefs and compaflion. The perfidious Cob* 
THACH, fays the hiftory, thinking this to be a fair 
opening for the flroke he had long meditated or 
wifhed to flrike, but not relying entirely on his own 
abilities in fuch an important enterprize, confiilted a 
Druid whom he had in his train about the fittefl 
means for accomplifhing his purpofe. The Druid 
having as much ambition and as little religion as 
his mafler, encouraged the projedt ; aijd after fbme 
confultation it was determined, that when the King 
came next to make a vifit to him, the Prince fhould 
feign himfelf to be dead; and being furnifhed 
with a poinard under his robe, as the King was la- 
menting over his body, which from his great affec- 
tion to hfs brother they knew he would not fail 
to do, it would be very eafy to ftab him. The vil- 
lainous fcheme thus contrived, was accordingly put 
in execution and fucceeded to their wifh. 

But it was not enough to affaffinatc the King in 

Cob- order to fecure the crown, unlefs his (on and. grand- 

THACH. fon, who might diflurb him in the pofTeffion, were 

TTTTT^likewife taken but of the way. There was no 

• difficulty in procuring the former to be murdered, 

when he had dejprived him of the royal power ; and 

there would have been lefsin killing the child, 

if his lofs of fpeech and other infirmities, occalioned 

by a fright into which the ufurper put him by his 

terbarities, had not caufed his death to be thought 

unnecefTary. The reader will excufe my ftoppii^ here 

to reflect on the dreadful confequence of a fpirit of 

ambition, when it is fufFered to riot in the human 

■*- " heart 
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heart without any controul. Here is the inftance of 
a man, of good ^ underftanding and of high rank, 
giving way by little and little to the fuggeftions 
of this paffion, 'till he was wholly within its power 5 
and 'for want of the means of its gratification, on 
the point of falling a facrifice to it himfelf But 
no fooner was there an appearance of an opportunity 
for indulging it, than we fee this man extinguilhing 
the fenfe of good and evil, implanted in the human 
breaft, and having then divefted himfelf of the 
ftrongeft ties of gratitude and affeftion, contriving 
coolly and with deliberation to embrue his hands 
in the blood of his own brother, at the very time 
when that brother was giving an unfeigned teftimony 
of his love ; and all this complicated guilt being 
not fufficient to appeafe the didlates of his paffion, 
we find htm adding blood to blood, and one fcene 
of cruelty to another, 'till he becomes a monfter in 
nature, and notwithftanaing his fuccefs, one who 
could not be looked upon without abhorrence. This 
inftance will teach us, that it is nece0ary to our 
happinefs as well as the great fecurity of our virtue — 
if indeed they could be feparated, as. they cannot — ^tp 
preferve the balance, of power in the human fyftem^ 
and that no paffion ihould be permitted to exert it- 
felf improperly and "exaft more dominion, than God 
himfelf appointed when he gave them all a j^ce in 
the breaft of man. If this inftance does no great 
honour to human nature, yet this refledtion may do 
fomething towards mending the humiin mind ; 
which is the bufinefe of thofe who write, and thofe 
who ftudy hiftory. 

The execrable Cob THACH having thus mount- 
ed the throne for which he had laiiguiflied, poffef- 
fed it amidft the difttirbance and difeffeAicm of 
his fubjefts for feventeen years ; when he was fud^ 
denly attacked from a quarter that he little thought 
of, and fufFcred the fate which he juftly tnerited. 
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His brother, as it hath been faid, having left a grand- 
fon about ten years old, whom the-ufur per intended 
likewife to deftroy, if the barbarities which He firft 
inflidted upon him, by throwing him into convulfi- 
ons and depriving him of his fpeech, had not made 
his deftrudtion feem unneceflary, this young prince 
was conveyed away to the weft of Munfter by his 
friends ; as one whom Providence had referved to be 
the proper executioner qf this bloody tyrant. It muft 
be owned indee4 that the ways of Providence are dark 
and intricate j and whilft the revolutions of ftates 
and kingdoms amaze s^nd cpi^found us, the fprings 
by which they are moved are often fecret and im- 
perceptible. But that men (hould not mifcake an4 
challenge that to themfelves, which the councjla of 
the moft High only form, and his power only can 
^ccpmplifti, he hath thought fit to let us know, that 
|t is He wl^o ruleth over the kingdoms of men, 
and gives them to whonifoever he pleafes. Thusi 
the marks of his almighty wifdom are fb vifible in 
the revolutions of fome Jlates and nations, that if 
the ey<;s of men were not bli'iided by pride and un- 
belief, they could not poffibly be iiiiftakeh in the 
hand which guides them. 

Of this fort was the furprizing turn of affairs 
brought about by l^rovidence in the ev^nt before 
us. The chil4 who was diought incaparble of giv-^ 
ing the leaft diftv^rbanpc to the ufurper, and whofe 
life was fpared for that reafon only, after being en- 
tertained for fome time by a frjend of his family,^ 
the King of Munfler, was for very prudential rea-? 
fbns conveyed to the court of France ; of which hi^ 
great grandmother, as the reader may refnember, 
was a defcendent. Nine of his friend? are faid t(\ 
accompany him in this expeclitio;i ; wnodifcovering 
to the French Mon^rgh the circun^ftances of his^ 
birth, and his prefent m^ferabjie fituation, the King 
was fo much moved with his misfortunes, that he 

not 
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not oniygave him an honourable reception, but 
alfo diftinguilhed him with a military command. 
The ufe of his ipeech and all his other faculties hav- 
ing been long reftored to him, the Prince (hewed 
himfeif worthy of the commiffion he had been ho^ 
noured with, and ot the anceftors from whom he 
defcended. The King his. relation, gave him the com- 
mand of the French army, in which he fignalized him- 
feif fo mucl^by his courage and good conduct, that his 
fame was fpread abroad into the itioft diftant coun- 
tries, and of courfe among the Irifli ; many of 
whom reforted to him to avoid the tyranny of the 
ufurper. 

Here I muft leave the fair track of found and 
real hiftory, and deviate for awhile into the flowery 
path of, what I take to be Poetical fidtion ; whither 
the reader may follow me, or not, as he is moft in- 
clined. The King of Munfter, who had conceal- 
ed and entertained our heroe in his youth, had a 
daughter whofe name was Mori at ; and the 
children being much of the fame age, they became 
play fellows, and contradled a jjmtual liking and 
afFedtion for each other. When the fame of his 
great exploits was carried into Ireland and ha4 
reached her ears, the innocent tendernefs fljie had 
entertained for Maon in the days of their youdi an^ 
play, returned ftrong upon her, and. poffei(Ied;her 
foul. The ripenefs which nature had given to her 
afFedtiqns improved this tendernefe into a love, a- 
g^inft which it was not. in her power to make reiif^ 
.tance ; and perhaps flie would not refift it if (he 
could. Never was the name of prince Maon men- 
;tioned with any honour, but the breafl: of the love- 
ly Mori A T throbbed with an emotion that (he could 
not fupppre(s ; and her cheeks glowed with a flame 
they were not accullomed to. * This (ituation was 
too uneafy to be long endured without fome redre(s 5 
but the difficulty was how to procure it. She was 
a young lady in the court of her father the King of 

Munfter, 
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Munfter, and the Prince was at the head of the ar- 
my in France : if it appeared imprafticable fot her, 
to fteal away and ramble thither incognito in order 
to* throw herfelf in his way, it feemed no lefs im- 
probable, that Ma HON (hould leave his power and 
grandeur acquired in France, to come to Ireland 
as a private gentleman ; and yet, without their , 
meeting together, it was" certain that her uneafi- 
nefs was without a remedy. In the agony of mind 
arifing from this perplexity, and which I apprehend 
is much more clearly conceived than well expreflcd, 
— as being perhaps the only agony attended with 
any pleafure— (he fell at laft upon ah expedient 
which feemed to promife fuccefs. 

The paflion of love is not only veij fruitfid of 
invention, but alfo exercifes talents, if it does not 
give them, which would never have been thought of 
without it ; and efpeciatly the talent of verfificatiop- 
Thus whether this young Princefe ever invoked the 
Mufes before or no, fhe now compofed a poem in 
praife of the heroic a<fliops of Maon; and having 
procured a celebrated mufician to fet and fing it to 
the harp, (he prevailed upon him to go to France, 
and carry a letter, and a prefent of jewels, from 
her to the general. The contents of the letter are 
to be guefled at ; but no fooner had the bearer got 
accefe, deliver^ed his credentials, and fung the poetry 
which acconapanied them to die harp, than Ma ok 
was infpired with the' rcfoluticm of profecuting his 
claim to the crown of Irdajid. He had to good an 
intereft in the King of France to niake any doubt oi 
his affiftance in the recovery of his ri^t^ and there- 
fore communicatedhiis defign tohimwithoutanydelay. 
The King being convinced'of t^^juftice of his jpreten- 
fions, granted him an aid of two thoufand two hun- 
dred men, and a propeir fleet to tranJport them. 
With thefe forces and with theaid ofthelrifli gen- 
try who had fled into Francq for his protection, the 

Prince 


y 


Book III. OF I R E L A N D. Z13 

Prince arrived in the harbour of Wexford ; and 
there, receiving intelligence of the place of refidence 
of the ufurper, he direfted his march direftly thi- 
ther. The fecrecy and the expedition with which 
this march was conduced, gave no time to the 
Irifti monarch, either to put himfelf in a pofture of 
defence, or to efcjape his enemy by flight. Taken 
therefore by this furprize, he was killed by the 
Prince in his own court ; arid all his favourites and 
attendants perilhed with him. 

It is not from any great improbability in the cir- . 
cumftances of this ftory, that I have given it the * *^' 


name of a poeticarfidtion : but knowing how apt A.M368Z 
they were in thofe days to enliven the records which 
were in verfe, with fome touches that might give de- 
light and wonder, which are the foul of poetry, I 
fiifpeft this to be more of novel than hiftory. It 
muft be owned however that the event does not 
feem to require fo remarkable an interpofition to 
bring it about ; nor Is there any abfurdity in fup- 
pofing, that his own fituation of power and Ikill in 
arms, the hatred amidft Ayhich his rival, poflefled 
the throne, and the fuggeftions of the Irifli who liv- 
ed in exile with him, might any of them be fuffici- 
ent to inftigate a valiant and youthful Prince to vin- 
dicate his right. Nay it teems to me a litjtle abfurd, 
that none of thefe things ftiould move him, till he 
was called upon by the voice of love, to afcend the 
throne of his forefathers, of which he had been de- 
prived by a tyrant and aflaflin. But after all, it 
matters little,, whether we fuppofe it to be real or 
fidlitious hiftory ^ becayfe if only the latter, it 
ierves to take the mind off from a fcene of horror^ 
and to give it a caft: of pleafantry in its ftead : and 
therefore does not inpiproperly fill a pl^ce in grave 
hiftoric pages,' fuch a« th^fe. Be all this at it may 
' — When M AOK, who was afterwards calledL a b k a 

i;^ d/G&^Qf&i the ufurper^ and fix- 
ed 
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^d himfelf in the peaceable pofleffion of the govern*- 
ment, he made addreffes to Mori at the Priiicefs 
of Muiifter, with whom he had lived for fome tihie 
in his youth ; and wtio according to the fdxegoing 
ilory had generoiifly hiade him an offer of her love, 
dnd firft infpired him with a refolutioh to attempt the 
inheritance of the crown. Thiii offer was too agree- 
able to the father as well as the daughter to be re- 
f ufed ; and the treaty waS concluded by. a folemn 
marriage quickly after. 

Whatever we may determine as to the love tale 
that has been related, whether a real fadl, or a fic- 
;titious embellifhment of Maon*s return to Ireland 
;f o aflfert his right, there can be no doulbt as to a 
fable which is to be met with in the Irifh manu- 
fcripts relating to this reign, which 1 come now to 
tecite. But I milfl firft beg leave to obferve, that 
fables of this nature are fo far from being a mark 
of forged or falfe hiftory— -as We in this country 
have been always apt to cbnlider it with regard to 
: Ireland — that they are on the other Hand, ah Irre- 
: fragable proof of its high antiquity, and of the very 
early ufe of letters in that nation. For befides that 
fables are not mere fidlions as the learned know^ it 
is certain that they were in ufe in the primitive 
times, and in no other ; and all of them almoft had 
ibme relation to hiftory, or were connedted with 
events of undoubted authenticity. The fable re- 
lating to L A B R A LoN GSEACH isas foUoWS. T^C 

ears of this monarch being fo irnrtioderately long as to 
refemble the ears of a horfe, in order to conceal this 
deformity from the knowledge of his lubjedlsapd to 
preferve him from their conterfipt, whenever it was 
neceflary to cut his' hair, which was generally pncje 
a year, the. operator was always' inftantly put;^to 
death; Inftead therefore of "an ernulatic^ fof'an 
femployment that was ^boiit the per|bn of tne King, 
it became* in* a few years^voidea as Mlich as pofli- 

We, 
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ble, and the hair cutter was obliged to be determin- 
ed by lot* 

It happened once that this lot fell upon a deferv- . 
ing young man, the fon of a poor widow who had no 
other child. The mother apprehending the death 
of her fon according to cuftom, was overwhelmed 
with grief; -and finding no other remedy ftie applied 
herfelf to the King, and intreated his mercy to fpare 
the life of her only child upon whom her all depend- 
ed. The King being moved with her great afflic- 
tion, and thinking it unreafonable to order a new 
decifion, confented to fpare his life ; but on this ex- 
prefs condition, that the hair cutter ftiould never 
divulge a fecret that would be committed to him, 
nor reveal any particular circumftance that he (hould 
obferve. The widow thought thefe terms were ve- 
ry favourable ; and the artift joyfully confenting to 
them, the King's hair was cut : but when his long 
ears were difcovered, the fecret which the opera- 
tor had promifed to conceal oq pain of death be- 
came vifible to him, and though he was much fur- 
prized at the fight yet he took no notice. The ' 
burden however of fo great a fecret was too heavy 
for him ; and what between the extreme defire he 
had to difclofe it, iand the fear of being put to death 
if he ' did, the poor man languiftied and pined fo 
much, that his life was in danger even from thence. 
The widow feeing her fon in this niiferablc conditi- 
on, applied to a neighbouring, Druid, eminent for 
his fkill in phyfick, for fome advice ; who foon dif- 
covered, when he faw the patient, that his illnefs 
did not proceed from any difeafe. The young man 
being therefore examined by the Druid, confefled 
that the art of phyfick was inefFeftual in his cafe, 
which required only to be dilburthened of an im- 
portant fecret, which then oppreffed him : but as 
death was to be the confequence of fuch a difcovc- 
ry, the remedy was full as bad as the difeafe ^ and 
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the apprehenfion of death in either way — for con- 
cealing it would kill him — was the fole occafion of 
his prefent malady. 

When the Druid had revolved thefe circumftanr^ 
ces in his mind, he contrived a method by way 
• of remedy between the two extremes, which might 
produce th': defired effeft. Obferving then to the 
young mai", that though he was under an obligation 
not to reveal the fecret entrufted with him to any one 
living, yet that this did not .prevent his divulging 
it to the air or things inanimate, he advifed him 
to go to a neighbouring wood ; and when he came 
to a crofs way that he would find in it, to turn to 
the right hand, and the firfl tree he came to* put- 
ting his lips clofe to if, to whifper the fecret. The 
patient was rejoiced with fuch an eafy remedy ; 
and immediately purfuing the Druid's advice, he 
delivered himfelf of the burden which he had fo 
long laboured with to a willow tree, and found im- 
mediate cafe. Soon after this it happened, that the 
. harp of the King's muliciah being broken, and the 
artift coming to^ this wood to furniftx hiinfelf with 
another, accidentally feU'd the tree to which the im- 
portant fecret had been difclofed* When ^ harp 
was fafliioned from it, and ftrung and put into order, 
the mufician, to his great amazement, could*" not 
* poffibly give it any other found than that " Labr a 
LoNGSEACH has the two ears of a horfe.** The 
fame of this wonderful inftrument being immediate^ 
ly fpread abroad, the King ordfeted feveral mi*- 
iicians to touch i?, but nonei of them ccaiU give 
it any other expreffion. His Majefty was fo much 
aftoniftied at this miracle, that he was perfuaded 
the Gods had ordered it in refentraent of his cruelty 
in putting fo many people to deaiij, in order 
onfy to conceal a defoa^mity from his ftiljcds ; and 
this convidion made hin^ relent of his barbarity, and 

expofe 
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expoie his long ears during the remainder of his' 
Jife. 

The reader \m now before him the whole fable, 
as it is given in the Irifti hiftories from^fome of their 
HK^ antient and authentic manufcripts* , As there 
is no doubt but it has a reference to a very remark- 
abk tranfeftiofl ia the i^ign of Lab r a, fo at this^ 
diftance of tirne, and for want of knowing more 
particulars of his hiftory than are handed down 
to 113^ it is impoffible to give a thorough explication 
of it in all parts^ and to (hew every thing which lies 
hid under this diiguife. For it has been proved by 
the Abbe Ba^Tibr,^ in his Mythology and fables 
of the anqieotp, that as every nation had fidions of «► 
ita own, which were the produftions of human 
fancy, that had always a biafs towards the marvellous,^ 
fo they contain a part of the hiftory of primitive 
times in every riation ; and that neither the allegory 
nor moral were. the primary intention of thofe who "' 
invented them. In this cafe however, it being in 
vain fpr ua to look for the former, for the reafons 
juft now mentioned, we muft content Qurfelve's 
with the latter. As the learned are not agreed^ 
whether afcribing afle$ ears to Midas, was on 
account of his ftupidity, or his exquifite fenfe o( 
hearing, or becaufe he kept fpies through all his 
dominions and therefore heard at a great diftance; 
fo I (hall not prefume to affign a reafon, why the 
Irifti Monarch wa^ complimented with the ears 
of a horfe* The circumftances of the two fables are 
very fimilar ; and as all authors are agreed, that the 
feble relating to the Phrygian kiiig is founded upon 
hiftoVy, it muft be extreme prejudice or weaknefe 
not to conclude fo of the other. In point of orna- 
ment it muft be allowed, that the Irilh fable has the 
fuperiority : it has more incidents to intereft and 
eatch'the attention of' the reader ; and the naaJfvel-* 
lous partywhich is to Aurprize,furprizes us more agree-^ 
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ably. The whole fable of the ears of Mid a s, it is 
well known, is that he took care to conceal under a 
Phrygian bonnet this dilhonourable deformity ; 
and his barber who haddifcovered it, but durft not 
fpeak of it, imparted the fecret to the earth whence 
reeds fprung up which fpread it^ahroad. Whatever 
might be the particular hiftory on which both the 
fables were founded, it is no difficult matter to find 
out their moral. Our bufinefs is only with that, 
which relates to Labra Longseach ; and as 
it has more incidents in it fo the moral is more ex- 
tenfive than the other. It not only teaches us, that 
as deformity in perfons of the moft illuftrious rank 
*■* is obnoxious to the contempt and ridicule of the 
multitude, though very unreafonably, fb it is always 
concealed as much as poflible ; but we may learn 
alfo from it, that an important fecret entrufted 
to people of low and little minds is too powerful 
, a temptation to be relifted ; and when it has once 

cfcaped the breaft, though where we believed it may 
be confined with the utmoft fafety, it is divulged 
abroad in a manner that we little thought of This 
is the leiTon to be drawn from the foregoing table ; 
and if it teaches us nothing moi'e, yet I prefume it 
will be allowed, that it was not unworthy of a place 
in fuch a work as this But I (hall now return to 
. the hiftory. 

Nothing more is related of this valiant and able 
Monarch, than that after a prudent reign of four- 
teen years he fell by the fword of a fon of his prede- 
ceffor. Indeed from this time, through a feries 
of above two hundred and twenty years, we find 
almoft nothing recorded but the fucceffion and gene- 
alogies of their Kin^s ; two of which only died 
a natural death, and all the others, as ufuaJ, killing 
their predeceflbrs, and being flain by thofe that 
fucceeded them. 

However 
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However that I may not omit the little that is 

handed do)vn, I muft inform the reader, that one^^^"^^^- 

of thefe Monarchs of the Heremonian line, de- * ^^ g^ 

icended from Hugony, whofe name was Angus 

XuRMY^ and who reigned above thirty years with 

great luftre, when he was overcome once with wine, } 

committed inceft with his. daughter ; which occa- 

fioned in him fo much (hame and remorfe, that he 

could never afterwards bear to be feen in publick. 

But if the whole account we have of him is true, 

he added a deliberate adl of wickednefs in his fober 

fenfes, which had not furprize and incapacity to 

palliate or excufe it. The fadl I allude to was this : 

A (on beings born to him as the fruit of his incef- : 

tuous commerce, he ordered him to be put in a - 

boat furniftied with mantles and jewels fuitable to 

his extraction, and fufficient to defray the expence 

of his maintenance and education, if he (houid find 

more mercy from providence than his unnatural 

. parent had fhewn him ; and the boat to be put 

to fea. It happened however that it was foon 

idifcovered by fbme fiftiermen ; who taking out the 

infant with what belonged to it, became its fofterers, 

giving him the name of Fi acha Fermar a, that 

is the feaman : and from the pofterity of this child, 

thos expofed to almoft certain deftrudlion either by 

famine or the waters — fo amazing and powerful are 

the works of providence— came the royal line of 

Scotland : the progenitors on the Britifh fide of our 

own illuftrious Monarch. 

. The fon of this Fi a c h a lived in the province of 

Ulfler ; where by his own virtues, and the extenfive 

power of his ramily, he obtained a confiderable 

fetdement : and De c a D his grandfon was fo 

much the objedt of jealoufy to the Irian race, to 

whom that province had belonged from the invafion 

of the Milefians to this time, that nothing lefs than 

his expulfion would content them. He was a prince 
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of the greateft abilities of the age he lived in •, 
and he was fo far from lofing any thing by this 
oppofuion, that the malice of his enemies, as it 
often happens, ferved him more than their friend- 
fhip. He retired into Munfter to* the protection of 
DuACH then King of Ireland, and who had for- 
merly been his pupil. No reception, it is fi^id, 
was ever more noble. So greatly was the Monai-ch 
affedted with the misfortunes, and fo charmed with 
the ability and converfation of his gueft, once the 
guardian of his youth, that he heaped honours on 
him without meaiure. In ftiort he made him fo 
much his frien^ and confident in all the private and 
political affairs of his life, diat his name in hiftory 
is never mentioned without the addition of D alt a 
D£G AD, that^is, the f oiler father of Degao. It 
' was not long after he had procured for him a con- 
fiderable territory in Munfter, that Du ach himfelf 
was flain ; but he left Deo ad poflfefled fo much o£ 
the affeftions of the people of that province, that by 
an extraordinary adt whicji contravened the Hugo- 
hian law, they elected him King of both the Muft- 
fters ; an honour which no one rrince, even of the 
Heberian line, had ever before enjoyed. The fkr 
mily of this Prince became (o pqjuiar, on the fcore 
of their prudence, juftice s^nd ^economy, that they 
flouriihed with the greateft folendour in that pro- 
. vince ; and in the fequel ^e mall find them arriving 
at the higheft honours," in filling the Monarchy 
of Scotland as well as Ireland. 
AchyIII. ' The courfe of the hiftory has brought us now 

'^ 'to the reigri of .4cHY Feyloch ; who reftored the 

]^-^39^^Pentarchical government that was abdiihed by Hu* 
GONY, as it has been related, three hundred years 
. before. But though he reftored the government 
of the Provinces by Kings, ^et he did not reftorc 
the conftitution in their election, but appointed diem 
himfelf; and at firft he divided Connaught into 

three 
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three parts or portions. Two howevw of the petty 
princes whom he had fixed there, refufing foon after 
to permit him to^ereft a royal palace tor his refi- 
dence in their territories, and the third making hini 
an offer of any part of the country allotted for his 
(hare, the Monarch was fo pleafed with his com- 
jdaifance, that he gave him his daughter Me aba, 
a beautiful lady, in marriage; and as he became 
further acquainted with the Prince's accompfflh- 
ments, he admitted him into* his councils, and 
advanced him to the office of prime minifter. Nor 
was this all the favour which the King conferred 
upon him. The two other Princes that had refufed 
him a palace having thus diibbliged him, he gave to 
TiNNE his fon in law the foyereignty of the whole 
province of Connaught ; who loon flew one, and 
difpoflefled the other rival. The peace and govern- 
ment of the province being thus eftabliftied, a royal 
palace was built according to the King's intention, 
caUed Ruth Cruachain ; where the public councils 
were held for the better regulation of the police of 
the ifland, in the fame manner as at Eamania. The 
King of Connaught having, reigned over that pro- 
vince for feveral years with great prudence and 
reputation, Mb aba his Queen fucceed^d him 
in that conunand ; and continuing a widow for ten 
years, married then toOiLiLi More of a noble houfe 
in Leinfter, by whom (he had feven fons. If the 
hiftorians are to be credited flie lived eighty years 
with thishufl)and, and eight ypars more. a widow 
after his death ; during which time (he was .got 
with child by Fergus a chief of the province 
of Ulfter, and had three boys at a birth, from ' 
whom many families of great diftindtion derived 
their origin. 

Notwithftanding-this is delivered for true hiftory 
by Keating, yet the reader will di(cern, without 
my afliftance, that it muft be a great miftake. 
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For as weare told that ftie was married firft to. 
TiNNE who lived many years, th^t fhe was a 
widow ten years before (he took Oi li li for her huf- 
band with whom (he lived eighty years, and that in 
her fecond widowhood (he was got with child by 
Fergus, it will appear that (he muft have been, 
at the loweft computation, above a hundred years 
of age. This is not only a little of the lateft for 
fuch a frolick and fuch fruitfuhiefs, but it is alfo 
repugnant to anotHer part of the hiftory ; in which 
we are told by the fame writer, that Fergus was 
killed by the order of Oilili in a fit of jealoufy. 
The ftory indeed is (bmewhat odd, but it is much 
more worthy of credit, than that Me aba (hould 
play the ftrumpet, and bring forth three boys at a 
birth, when (he was above ^ hundred and twenty 
years of age. But her cohabitation with Oilili 
for eighty years, is an evident anachronifm with 
other events that are recorded j and it is not unlikely 
that Fergus's familiarity with her was when her 
huflband advanced in years : and (b indeed my man- 
fcript has it* Howevier according to O Flaherty, 
(he ftipulated with Oilili before marriage, that 
he (hould not be jealous but bear it without any 
concerft, if on account of her former continence in 
her widowhood, (he (hould at any time take the 
liberty to violate his bed ; and therefore openly ad- 
mitted Fergus to it. But not to dwell any longer 
upon this circumftance, which fcarce admits of 
one's being ferious, it muft be obferved that the 
time in which this princefs lived, was diftingui(hed 
with as many valiant and heroic adlions as are to be 
found in any period of the Iri(h hiftory. 

To give a particular account of all the military 
exploits and atchievements of the champions of 
thofe times, it is faid, would require volumes ; and 
they may be feen by thofe who underftand the lan- 
guage, in many ipanufcripts of authenticity which 

^ are 


Book III. O F I R E L A N D. 2«| 

,are ftill prefer ved. Indeed to confefs the truth^ I 
think it would be too great a trcfpafs on the time 
and patience of the reader, if I was to transfer into 
this work all the relaHons that are handed down of 
thefe diftinguifhed heroes ; whofe fame for the moft 
part is alive among the Irifti s^t this day. It may- 
be thought however perhaps not impartial to pafs 
them all ovcir in filcnce ; and that a great deal of 
the glory of their ancient hiftory will be diminiflied 
by luch a negleft. That I may avoid this cenfure, 
which would hurt me more than to be thought in- 
judicious, I fhall proceed with thofe accounts which 
' are more immediately connefted with the tranfac- 
tions of this reign ; tho' moft of them are embel- 
lifhed with fych poetical fiftions of probability, as 
make it very difficult as well to difentangle them 
fo as to relate nothing but truth, as to determine 
what to relate, and what to pafs over in filence. 

At the time when Me aba was Queen of Con- 
naught, Connor the fon of Ness a, diftinguifhed 
always by that title, who was King of Ulfter, tho* 
faid by the Irifti writers to be " one of the wifeft 
and worthieft Princes that Ireland ever produced," 
was. yet guilty of the moft flagrant adl of treachery 
and breach of faith that was ever recorded in any 
hiftory. Some of the chiefs of his province, who 
had been fecurities for his honour, were fo incenfed 
at his perfidy, that they took up arms againft him, 
and advanced towards his palace of Eamania in or- 
der to give him battle. The King oppofed them 
with all the forces he could get together ; but being 
defeated with great lofs was obliged to fave himfelf 
by a retreat. The vidtors, in confequence of their 
fuccefs, plundered the palace, and put all they met 
to the fword ; without even (paring the ladies of the 
Seraglio whom Connor kept for his own pleafure. 
When they had fated their fury, and confidered 
coolly of what they had done, they were eafily con- 
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vinced that the King would foon be in a oondition 
to revenge hioifelf very powerfully j and therefore 
they marched away into the province of Ccmnav^ht, 
and put themfelves under the protedion of Queen 
Me ABA. The Qgecn received them very kindly ; 
but not content with their fituation, and though 
they had no quarrel againft any byt the King him- 
fclf, yet they frequently fent ftrong detachments 
by night to bum and ravage the country : and in- 
deed they harafled it with fuch hoftilities, that the 
inhabitants, and the fruits, and provifions of the 
whole provincn, were in a manner deftroyed by fire 
and fword. I 'hefe incurfions, which were fecond- 
ed by the inai of Connaught for the fake of the 
plunder, produced a war between the provinces, 
which- iaiied with different fuccefs, and with /bme 
intermiflions, for feven years. The Reader will 
not expert an account of the miferies which thefe 
ccwnmotions were attended witlv though many vo- 
lumes, it is faid, have been written of them. 

It mufl be confefled, that this was a period of 
great military renown in the Irilh hiftory . For here 
were three principal tribes or orders of knights at 
that time, who were not only accounted the great- 
eft men of the age by their own provinces, but were 
fo confefled by all thp nations ot the weftern world. 
We are told that their valour, their ftrength, and 
the largenefe of their ftature, were the wonder of 
foreign countries ; and that their exploits are not 
to be paralleled in hiftory. The firft tribe of thefe 
warriors was called the Knights of the Red Branch, 
and were under the command of Connor King of 
Ulfter. The fecond order bebnged to the province 
of Connaught, under the condu(S of Oilill Finn, 
the principal general of Queen Me aba. The 
third coniifted of a family of hereditary courage, 
defcended from Decap abovementioned, under 
the command of Conry the fon of Daire, who 

had 
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had their refidence in Munfter. It was one of the 
principal cuftoms of the ancient Irifti to train up 
their youth to a military Jife ; that they might eithei: 
ddfend their country in a time of diftrcfe, or be^ 
come formidahlc: abroad : and in order to excite 
their valour, and to infpire them with heroic and 
warlike fentiments, it was eftablilhed as a rule, that 
whoever came off the vidtor in (ingle combat, ihould 
be diftinguifhed with the fpoik of the vanquifhed^ 
as a trophy and a teftimony of his bravery. Among 
other trophies of this kind, it was ufual to take out 
the braii^s of the advcrfary who had been killed ^ 
and by mixing them with lime, and with the blood, 
and drying them in the fiQi, they became as hard 
as ftone. Thefe were always produced at public 
meetings and conventions, as an honourable diftine^ ' 
tion of the perfon to whom they belonged, and ss 
a proof of his valour and certain victory. Adjoin- 
ing to the royal palace of Eaniania where the Kings 
of Ulfter kept their court, there was a lodge appro^ 
piriated to the tribe of the Red Branch v where the 
champions of that order depofited their arms, and 
the honourable fpoils they had taken in battle from 
their enemies. 

A ball of the Brainsof Mesgedr a, acelebrated 
ibldier killed by one of thefe champions in a trial of 
Ikill, was laid up in this houfe of arms ; not only 
to fecure it as a noble badge to the conqueror, but 
againft the fatal effedbs of a predi<5tion, that it would 
fome time or other revenge upon the men of Ul- 
fter, the indignities which the great warrior, whofe 
brains they were, had fuffered from them. Thefe 
fort of prediftions were very frequent among their 
Druids ; and in that age of ignorance and fuperfti- 
tion were much regarded. Notwithftanding al| ' 

their care to preferve a ball which was to have fuch 
terrible confequences in the province, there being at 
that time two fools in the court of Connoh who 
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had feen it, and liking it for a plaything, they ftole 
it undifcovcred '; and going to fome diftance from 
the palace, toffed it about from one to the 
other as a common ball. At this time it happened, 
as the hiftorians tell us, that Ce a t a champion of 
the fecond order belpnging to the province of Con- 
naught, paffing by, fpied the fools at their diverfion; 
and immediatdy difcovering it to be a ball of brains, 
he found means to get it from them, and carried it 
home to his own province. Upon a confultation 
with fbme of his own people about this military 
trophy, it was conjedturod that thefe were once the 
brains of the great Mesgedra ; and tlie prophe-' 
cy relating to them being weU known and as well 
confided in, the champion who had obtained it of 
the fools always wore it about him, that he might 
be able to fulfill the predidion. In thofe days the 
fling was an inflrument ot war in great ufe \ and 
many were as expert in the exerciie of it at hitting 
a mark, as we are now with a mulket. I have al- 
ready mentioned the frequent hoflilities between the 
two provinces of Ulfter and Gonnaught ; and there- 
fore It was not long before Ce a t had an oppormnity 
to make trial of the efFedls of this new weapon. 

The forces on both fides were drawn out for a 
decifive battle^ in order to put an end to the mu- 
tual depredations which deftroyed the provinces. 
But as the Connaught general was apprehenfive 
that his army was not a match for that of Connor, 
. he contrived a flratagem to deflroy him without 
fighting. Many of the principal ladies of Con- 
naught being at that time on the top of ^ hill, in 
order to view the two armies and wait the event 
of the battle, they were requefled to fend a meffen- 
ger to the King, as having fomething of great im- 
portance to fay to him ; and who had no danger to 
upprehend from any of them. The King being a 
pjan pf gallantry, and feeing nobody but women, 
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fell into the fnare. But though he trUfted to the 
honour of the ladies and went up to them without 
attendants, yet he (bon found that they had deceiv- 
ed him -, and perceiving Ce a t in their company, 
he retreated towards his forces f after than he came. 
The champion had got the ball of brains ready in 
his flmg to difcharge at the King of Ulfter ; and 
when he faw his treachery was detedled by Con- 
nor's flight, he purfued him till he came near 
enough to take his* aim and difcharge his ball ; 
which hitting the King's head made a terrible frac- 
ture, juft is fome of his guards, who had feen him 
purfued, were coming up to his relief; from whom 
it was with difficulty that Ce a t efcaped by flight. 
This ftratagem carries with it fo fevere a reflection 
on the honour of the Connaught ladies ;as well as of 
this famous warrior, that it fecures it from the fufpi- 
cion, which I muft own I ftiould otherwife entertain, 
of its being a fidion of the bard to embellifti his hif- 
tory. But I fliall leave the- reader to his own judg- 
ment of the matter^ 

The ball having made a frafture.of a very dan- 
gerous confequence, and rendered the King fenfe- 
lefe, his furgeon required the confent of the great 
officers who were attending him, to the operation 
that he thought neceflary to preferve his majefty's 
life ; becaufe it was poffible he might die under his 
hands. One would imagine from this circumftance, 
that the ufe of the trephine was then known in fur- 
gery ; but however this might be, the officers con- 
iidering that a delperate cafe requires a defperate , 
remedy, and that the peace and happinefs of the 
province depended on the life of Connor, they con- 
fented to his propofal. The care and (kill of the 
furgeon in a fli6rt time reftored the King to his 
fpeech and fenfes ; and though the fradlure was 
cuied ia a great degree, yet the wound had had 
that effedt upon the brain, as, upon any violent 
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paflicMi or heat of fpirits, it would be in danger of 
breaking out again ^ and a relapfe might be attend-* 
ed with very fatal confequences. Xherefbre the 
furgeon very honeftly and very wifely advifed his 
Majefty to avoid all immoderate exercife* that mig^ 
put his blood into a ferment ; particularly not to 
ride hard, and to be in any refpetl incontinent, but 
to keep himfelf always temperate and cool. The 
King had underftanding enough to fee the propriety 
and importance of this adtice, and prudence 
enough for feven years to follow it. Though the 
artifice by which he received this fatal wound doe§ 
no honour to thofe who contrived or affifted in it, as 
I have faid, yet it muft be owned that the notori* 
ous perfidy which this King was guilty of, in order- 
ing three chiefs to be affaffinated, to whom h© had 
given hoflages and faie conduA, made his own fate 
through treachery to be lefs lamented. It gave a 
fair opening to weak and fuperftitious people, to 
account it to be a juft and public judgment from* 
heaven as a punilhment for that perfidy : but a- 
mong thofe who believe another ftate of retributbn, 
it is very ra(h and inconfidejrate, if no worfe, to 
make free in this rnanner with the ways of Provi- 
dence. Notwithftanding the temptation wluch di- 
redt and apparent eircumftances may carry in them 
to influence our judgment of fuch events, yet it is 
lafeft and beft, to leave them all to Him^ who does 
^whatever pleafes him anK>ng the inhabitants of the 
earth. 

The Phifoiophers, whom they called the Fileahs 
and were likewife their Bards and Poets, having en- 
groiTed the learning and. corrupted the kw of the 
country, and tiie good which fociety had a right to 
from both being thus defeated, the popular fury at 
length was ; railed, and poured down upon them 
like a torrent. In this, as in mod ficnil^r ca^ps^ 
violenoe ka^w no bounds ^ but gopd and bad were 
' " fwepi 
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fwept before it without any difcrimination. The 
abufe of things being confounded with the juft and 
temperate ufe of them, the people of Leinfter and 
both the Munfters, in the height of their rage would 
hear of no accommodation : AH (alutary reformati- 
ons were propofed in vain ; and nothing but the ba* 
nilhment of all the Fileahs, an order without which 
the ftate could not fubfift, would iappeafe their re- 
fentment. " Indeed the confiderations which regu- 
late popular opinions are feldom free from intereft 
or paflion ; and never, or almoft never, reach far- 
ther than the prefent time. Thofe among them who 
judge bed are themfelves deceived by their own 
fenfe of intereft ; and feem one by one to have der 
termined, thou^ they will not confefs, and perhaps 
do not know it, to procure their own fatisfaftioa 
without any care about the public, or the future." 
The reader is obliged for this ohlervat;ion to the 
Dukede Sully, who faw it verified in his time 
in France : it was verified in the event we are rela- 
ting in the Iri(h hiftory many ages ^o ; and I widi 
I could not add, that it is almoft every day verify- 
ing in the country in which I write. If this fliews 
us that human nature has been the fame in all 
ages fince the creation of the world, which every 
body feems to know, it will alfo (hew us another thing, 
which nobody feems to know, that the voice of the 
peo^e is not the voice of God, but for the moft part 
the voice of delufioi^; which is promised by thofe 
who have interefl:s or paflions of their own to gratify. 
This was exactly the cafe a>t that tinie in Ireland* 
Becaufe moft of the Pileahs in their judtciai capaci- 
ty, had invaded private property inftead of pro- 
te^ing It by law, th^efore the whde order^ gpod 
and bad, were to be extirpated ; that (bme might 
fill the places from vrhich thofe were to be difiniiTed, 
wA others might graufy tbeir reveog^, for private 
md pef^aal. in juries 
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In this diftrefs the Fileahs found no protcftiofl 
but in the court of Connor the King of Ulfter i 
AVho is eminently diftinguiflied in the ancient re-^ 
cords of Ireland as a very able and accomplifhed 
Prince. His underftanding however was too good 
to be impofed upon with the founds and (hadowsof 
patriotifm, or to be run away with by popular cla- 
mour ; and wifely confidering the danger with 
which fo defperate a cure was attended, he attempt- 
ed, and at lad efFefted a reformation to the fatisfac- 
tion of the whole ifland. However corrupt the 
Fileahs in general might have been, yet even at this 
time there were men of great integrity and capacity 
of their number ;s and it would have been very 
wonderful if there had not. For as every bard 
of the firft. order retained as a mark of diftindlion 
thirty others of lower rank as his attendants, and 
every fecond bard retained fifteen, the whole body 
amounted to^near a thoufand. They were not 
only the lawyers of the people, but their poets, 
philofophers, and hiftorians. In this difgrace, the 
beft and wifeft amongft them had recourfe to the 
King of Ulfter, as a patron of the learned, and 
a particular friend to their profeflion. Some of 
thefe were the defcendents of the celebrated De gad 
before-mentioned ; whom Connor employed in 
reducing the whole body of the laws to intelligible 
and fimple rules ; and in giving fuch determination 
in all poffible cafes as enabled every man of common 
fenfe and learning to be a tolerable judge of his own. 
By thefe prudent regulations, and by the interpofiti- 
on of the King of Ulfter, the lawyers were admitted 
again into credit, upon trial for feven years '; and 
from the terror of their late intended expulfion they 
were eafily induced to pra<5tife on the principles 
of their original inftitution. The laws being at this 
time reduced into axioms, which were thought 
to be compiled with {o njiuch wifdom and equity 

as 
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as to receive the approbation of heaven, acquired 
the name of " Celeftial Judgments ;*' and for 
many fucceeding ages no nation was happier in the 
compiling or execution of laws than this. 

The Queen of Connaughtj having countenanced 
and affifted the men of Ulfter in their indurficMjs, 
became an objedt of refentment at the 'court of 
Connor. Not content however with carrying hop 
tilities into her province, and oppofing her armies in 
the field of battle, a fon of the King of Ulfter, and 
of a mean ignoble ungenerous difjpofition, forgetting 
what was due to his royal birth, what was due to 
the hero, and even what manhood reqfuired of him, 
degraded himfelf io low as to become the affaffin of 
an old helpleis woman. This great Queen, it feenvs, 
took much delight in fwimming ; and her palace 
being fituated on the banks of a fine lake, (he ufed 
to Retire thither in the fummer mornings to refreih 
and divert herfelf with bathing, A cuftom of this 
kind could not be kept a fecret ; and itb^ng 
; known among others to the Prince of Ulftjer^.he 
contrived a ^heme for her deftruftion. Butj^ot 
being then expert enoi^h in the art of flinging, he 
meafured with a line the cxzGt diftance from one 
fide of the lake, to the other, and returned home 
nndifcovered. Being thus mafter of the breadth 
of the lake where the Queen entered, he tet up 
two ftakes at the fame diftance from each other » 
and placing an apple on the top of one theoiy ^d 
ftanding at the other, he pra£tifed throwing a flpne 
at it with a fling fo long as to be able always to hit 
the mark. Having arrived at this dexterity, his 
next bufinefs was t<^ procure an opportunity gt 
ufing it againft the Q^een, which fpon prefented 
itfelf: 

A conference having been agreed upon betwee;! 

' the provinces, in order to accommodate fpme of 

their differences, at which this Prince was to aiTift on 
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the part of Ulfter ; and the place of meeting be- 
ing appointed, probably by ms contrivance, near 
the lake above-mentioned, he took his ftand one 
morning unperceived ; and as Mb aba entered the 
crater, be ftruck her fiill in the forehead with a 
flone from his fling, which ftunned, and (unk her 
inftantly to the bottom. After fuch an ignominious 
infidious manner died this great heroic Qgeen, far 
advanced in years, by the bafe and cowardly hand of 
a young prince. She had had her failings, it muft be 
owned ; but they were failings that entitled her to 
the protection of a nan of gallantry, inflead of ma- 
king her obnoxious to fuch a hellifh rage ; and 
leparatefrom thofe failings, (he difplayed accom- 
pti^ments and virtues, which eqxml her to the 
gjT^dl' heroines of antiquity. If it was proper to 
acquaint the reader of tfae deadi of this Uluftrious 
Queen^ who had made fo great a figure on die pub- 
lic ftage, onaccouift of her valour, her gaiety, her 
generdSty^ and manly fenfe, it feemed necel&xy 
to <rdbte the parcictilar circumftances attending it ; 
in (H'der to mew to what laagdia of meannefe, in- 
ferny, and wickednefs, political refeitQssaits alone 
will carry men of the h^ieft rank and educatian, 
when they are not uiider the controul of good fenfe 
and virtue. • 

Whatever wei^ the gteat acaaiapliihmeEtts and 
the merit o^ Convor Kingpf UUfaer, andwfaidi 
have ^Ulinguifhed ' his laame in, all this ancient re- 
cords of the kingdom, yi^t he was far froqn being a 
happy man either in his fapiily or himfelE One of 
his ibnsv as we hav« : &en, diveibed himfelf of all 
ftnfk of gktf-y and -^ goodjie&, and txaok great 
pcttns for many days in order to qualify him^ to 
be the cowardly murderer of his own aunt, jiiil: 
dropping iflto her grave, who Jfiad been a Queen of 
great renown. ^One of his daughters was ib much 
beloved by the King of Lcinflter, that inflead of 
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requiring aqy idow^ with jier, l^e made oyer acpii-' 
fider;abie parJE of his own dominions to Ijier father 
IQ order to ol^in hex in marriage. But the lady^ 
jrfio' llie^rifem^d to iiiis aggnapdizerpent of her 
fij^mily, gnfi gay^ h^r hand to the prince who yas 
fo tniiph enaipoured of her, yet had very little 
regard* to Jiex owii jKor^our, and her hufband's hap- 
pinefs : for in a fliort xinae after her marriage, Ihe 
went oiF with a gallant/ an officer in her' father's 
army, tx> whoni &e nad before giveij her heart. 
As to Goj^NpK hinafetf, to fay nothir^g .pjF^ie 
brea/ch pf jfiith abpve-meni;ioned, he tarniilied^U 
his gipry^ in a J^t of cjruq^ennefs, by committing 
inoe^ witli his rpother, y/ipni he jgot with pii,ild. 
Though he QJ^^rved the fi;irgcon's diredlions £py 
feyen y^rs .^ter the fradkure of ^ his Ikull, yet 
^t thp ead io^ that .t^rm, having fuffered the 
paffion jpf anger oh fbme occallon to get the 
better of hind* his blood and fpirits were thrown 
i^^o iuch ^ giUjxdGij that the wound burfting 
out wxfpL ipmpojc nis brains he c^ied uppn the 
Ipot. 

The ancient hiftories of this ifland abound 
with relations or the military exploits of the 
heroes and champions of this age, and particular- 
ly of the famous Cuculling, fomuch celebrated 
in the poepi referred to in the introduftion. But 
as there have been fo many teftimonies already 
pf the fierce and warlike genius of thefe people, 
aAd as their ftories have little or no connexion with 
the tranfaftions of the times, they appeared to 
be rather improper for fuch a work as this. If 
during the great commotions between the pro- 
vinces of Connaught and Ulftcr, the reader has 
heard nothing of the King of Ireland, thov^h they 
were commptions which lafted, with fome inte;:-' 
mifiion, for feven years, and were attended with 
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fatal confequences to both, this neutrality of the 
Monarch is to be accounted for, not only from the 
caufe of the quarrel, but from his own turn of 
mind. The original of the quarrel, was an Ul- 
fter gentleman's ftealing a young lady, whom 
Connor, to defeat the prophecy of a Druid at 
her birth about the difturbances fhe fhould occasion, 
had kept confined and guarded ; and though he 
had given hoftages for their fefe return as a tefti- 
mony of his pardon, yet he caufed the lover and 
his two brothers to be affaffinated ; . whofe friends, 
and the hoftages themfelves, refenting this perfi- 
dy, took up arms againft him, as it has been faid ; 
and retreating into Connaught, they interefted 
the Queen and people of that province in their 
caufe. But whatever might be the Monarch's fen- 
timents as to the fubjedt of the quarrel, his own 
difpofition led him to take no part in it, but to fit 
- by rather as a fpedator unconcerned. There 
was all the reafon in the world indeed . for him to 
interpofe by his authority between the parties ; 
had jt not been for his peculiar <^ifpofition, which 
made him indifferent to whatevef happened. For 
the King of Ulfter had married one, and, on her^ 
death, another of his daughters } and a third 
was .the Queen of Connaught. But the Monarch 
having loft his three fons, who were born at a birth, 
in^battle, and who had encreafed his natural affec- 
tion by their accomplifliments, contrafted from 
thence fo great a melancholy and dejedion of 
fpirits, as to make him carelefs about every thing ; 
and from the length of his fighs, his furname of 
Feyloch was derived. 

Having now brought down the hiftory to the re- 
ftoration of the Pentarchical government under 
this King, who fat upon the throne of Ireland for 
twelve years, it will be a proper period for the 
conclufion of this book ; which, if it does nothing 

more, 
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more, may teach us to value our own happinefe, 
in living in a lefs barbarous and more enlight- 
ened age, and under a conflitution of govern- 
ment, though not perfeft, yet undoubtedly the 
beft and moft eligible upon earth. 
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BOOK IV. 

.^^^ivT^TOTWITHSTANDING the care and 
■ l^^l P^^^? of HuGONY the Great, to fecure 

A.M3934JL ^ the fucceflion of the Monarchy to his 
'^^' family in exclufidn of the other lines, and to abo- 
Keat- jjA^ ^^ government of the five provinces by King^ 

cTfla- ^ ^^^^^ ^^^' yet we have fosn that the fucceflion 

HER. was interrupted in lefs than a hundred years, and the 

Comer- pentarchical government again reftored and re-efta- 

\?i^^- blifhed in three hundred. ^ Thus Monarchies, like 

Diffenat ^^^'^^ fublunary things, are fubjedt to be the ipbrt 

* ' of time ; and are all of them interrupted or altered 

"in their courfe by fuch trivial incidents, as may 

convince us that the heavens, and not mortals, nde 
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the earth. The next in fucceffion to the throne of 
Ireland, was Achy furnamed Arem ; as being 
the firft who introduced the cuftofti of burying the 
dead in graves dug in the earth. He was of the old 
Heremonian line ; and tho* he was Monarch of the 
ifland for ten years, yet we hear no more of him than 
that he was killed, and that his death occafioned a 
great contention for the Monarchy. After many 
ftf uggles, the eleftors rejedted all the competitors, 
and conferred the crown upon EoERsooii the 
grandibn of Degad, a peaceable, wife, and good 
Prince, who would probably have made a figure 
worthy of his defcent, had he been permitted to en- 
joy his dignity long enough for the difplay <^f his 
great abilities. But at the end of five years, he 
was killed by his fucceflbr, and in fix months after, 
his fon revenged his death atid mounted the tlirohe 
by the name of Conary the Great, on which he 
fat fixty years ; the longeft, happieft, beft adminii- 
tered reign in the whole Irifli hiftory, ConaryI 

This is the charadter given of him by their ableft 

and itiQ&. impartial writers ; and therq are rej^fons A.M3937 
fufficient perhaps to juftify it. But as an ahaten^eot 
of his giory, and which feem$ ^ great impeachment 
of his equity, becaufe his father had been n^urdered 
by a Prince Of Leinfter oiit of hi$ ambition to feize 
th6 Monarchy, Conary ex^<3:ed a fine from the 
whole pcdyince, of three hundred cows, three hvin- 
dred rat hogs, three hundred vcflels of ale, and 
thfree hi^ndr^d fwords mounted with gold, to be 
paid tevery year to him and his fugceflbrs for ever. 
It wAs the higheft ihjuftice to m^ke a province an- 
fwef able for the guilt of a fingle man ; but in that 
country where the murder of their Monarchs, by 
thofe whp a(J)ired after the crown, was Co frequent 
a« to be ainioft the conftant pra<Slice, the mjuftice 
of this pufiiflimient was greatly aggravated. Not 
content howeVei^ with this fine, he obliged theni 
aMb to give up the whole dominion of Oflbry, which 
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was then of very large extent, that it might be an* 
nexed to the province of Munfter his native coun- 
try : and in order to confirm this furrender in the 
ftrongeft and moft folemn manner poffible, he obli- 
ged the people of Leinfter to fwear by heaven and 
earth, the fun and moon and all the planets, that 
they, and their pofterity fliould for ever fubmit to 
this agreement. 

In the firft year of this Monarch's reign, the 
royal palace at Tara was burnt down by accident, 
which he foon after rebuilt in a ypry fumptuous 
manner. The old wfiters give large, and, I be- 
lieve, very hyperbolical accounts, of the ferenity of 
the air as well as the tranquillity of the flate,and of 
the extraordinary produftions of the earth and fea, 
in the reign of this favourite Monarch. Nor ^lould 
«11 this feem wonderful, they fay, when it Js con- 
sidered, that at this time the ' Saviour of the 
wbrld was born ; which made thefe days more au- 
fpicious than all that had been before it. 

But I find myfelf obliged to depart in this inftance 
from Mr. O Flaherty's chronology, which I. 
have adopted hitherto all along, as being the moft 
accurate : and whereas he has placed the Chriftian 
aera in the firft year of this Monarch, which he 
computes in the year of the world three thoufand 
nine hundred and forty-nine, I follow the chronolo- 
gy of Archbiftiop Usher, who places that great 
event in the year of the world four thoufand and 
four, and confequently in the fifty-fifth year of the 
reign of this Irifh Monarch; The difference howr 
ever is but trifling, and totally immaterial with re- 
gard to the hiftory and the tranfadions which it 
records. Every one who is at all converfant with 
fubjeds of this n^inre knows, not only how difficult 
It is to adjuft fuch very ancient aeras, but alfo how 
much the learned difagree in their computation 
of the year of thq world in which Christ was 
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born. If I prefer Usher's to O Flaherty's, it 
is becaufe the greateft number of learned moderns 
acquiefce in the primate's chronology as the moft 
accurate : and if we only fuppofe the Chriftian aera 
to commence about fifty jears later than we find 
it in the Ogygia, or bring the reign of Conary 
and all the epochas in this hiftory about fifty years 
further down, the difference will be adjuftcd. The 
reader will obferve then that from this time, the 
dates in this work are changed from the year of 
the world to the year of Christ, as the moft in-^ 
telligible computation. 

Notwithftanding this Monarch enjoyed fuch a 
long and peaceful reign, and his name is dif- 
tinguifhed in a very extraordinary manner by 
the hiftorians, yet very tew particulars are hand- 
ed down relating to his adminiftration. It 
is eafy to guefe from his charadter, that all the 
arts of peace were cultivated as far as the age 
he lived in permitted ; and we are informed by 
Tacitus, that the ports and landings ini Ireland 
were better known at this time than thofe of Bri- 
tain ; from the much greater commerce that was 
carried on by the merchants to the former. A 
reign of fixty years had never been feen in this 
country before ; nor was it lefe extraordinary, that 
it flioiild continue almoft the whole time in peace. 
Here was therefore opportunity enough for a wife 
and a good Monarch, to acquire fame and glory to 
himfeli^ by extending and fecuring the happinefs of 
his people. For without peace and tranquillity, at 
home efpecially, it is impoflible for the beft and 
wifeft Prince in the world, to give a luftre and 
improvement to arts and fciences, or to promote 
trade and commerce ; and with the advantage of 
the moft profound and undifturbed repofe, unlefs a 
Prince has talents, and a difpofition to exert them 

for 
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for the public gcxxl, his government will be mark* 
ed by defolation and oppreflion, by the poverty 
and Servitude of his fubjedts. 

The Irilh Monarch, we are told, had both abili- 
ties and a heart for government ; and without be- 
ing informed of the particulars of his condudt in 
public affairs, we may reafonably conclude, that 
he formed and executed the beft prqjedts in his 
power to the great and good defign of the public 
happincls. For he could not have acquired the 
glory which he did acquire, in fuch an age of li- 
berty and fierce contention, if he had not deferved 
it. His adminiftration however, wife and benevolent 
as we have fuppofed it, did not fecure him from all 
difturbance. A fet of infolent and fcditious peo- 
ple, of which a ion of a King of Wales was at the 
head, had obliged Conary to banifli themout of 
the illand. In revenge of this treatment, they 
drew together all the men of defperate fortune 
whom they eould meet with 5' and engaging them 
in the con§)iracy for the fake of plunder, they made 
a defcent upon Ireland in the night time, march- 
ed in fecrecy to the palace at Tara where the Mo- 
narch lay, and fetting the whole building on fire he 
periflied in the flames. In this manner ended the 
reign and life of Conary the great : and his death 
caufed fuch confulion amo«g all the Princes and 
the peofde, that an interregnum of five years enfu- 
ed before ancrther Monarch was eledted. 
-^ ^T Lug AD, a Prince of the Heremonian Kne, at 

I ill fi A D i "i 

; length filled the throne 5 though he had committed 

A. D. 65. incefl with his mother many yeans before. He af- 
terwards obtained a daughter of the King rf Den- 
mark in marriage, for whofe death. he was (o much 
afflided, that after a reign, of eight years he/ell 
upon his own fword and put tn end to his life. HiB 
fiicceflbr enjoying the monarchy but one year, 

Crimthan, 
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Crimthan, the fon of Lugad, by his mother, 
was invefted with it. 

It has appeared in the fecond book of this hifto- 
ry; that the Pifts h^d in former times a great eonr ^^'^^'^ 
fleiidn with the pcbple of Ireland, and were in feme ^ d ^^^ 
degfefc tributaries to their monarchs. In the reign 
of Crimthan, who had married % daughter of a 
Pidtilh Prince, fcMile of the Irifti iforces became 
auxiliaries to the Pidls dgainft the Romans in Bri- 
tain. As faftion may be faid to be the difeafe of li- 
berty, fb ho fr^e ftates perhaps are without it. 
Irelandj the freeft ftate that ever exifted under a 
monarchy, was never without its fadtions, as we 
havefeen ; and at this time there was a very power- 
ful 6ne formed againft the Monarch. But as he 
was diftiiiguiftidd by his bravery and fuccefe againft 
his enemies, and belovied among the people, an 
oppofition at home appeared of litde confequefice. 
A chief of the faction therefore againft hinl ap- 
plied to Ac R I COL a the Roman gdyertior then 
in Britain, and encouraged him all he cotild to 
make a defcent on Irelaiid: aflltting him, ac- 
cording to Tacitus, of a certain cohqueft 
with only a fingle legion and a few auxiliaries. 
Ah invafioh of Ireland in confequence of this 
advice would have been undertaken by the Ro- 
voitn general, if hfe had hbt been recalled loon 
aftfei:; biit had it be^n utidettaken '^ith fo fmall 
* forcie as had been declkfed fiiffideirt, the Ro- 
liiaHfe, it is eafy to feej would, have foft their 
afifti-^^ Gasar did in his ^fft at^)editi<»i 
^airal Britain with two le^On»— and the thov^t 
df iaVadii^ Irelaiid was never afterwards re- 
ifuiii&l. fiideed tfee Roman arms in Britain decli- 
ried fb ht'adl fKofn thi^ tiiii^ that die F%ls and 
thai-, alfife the Irifti, headed by CftiMfk a whim- 
feff '^fSm^y hiad^Wk]>adhs into tkkohiai!! pro. 
5«ft8e, ^tee«idr ltii?iiri6fify was cohfeOSd ; and 

they 
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they returned to their own country loaded with 
fpoils and foreign trophies. Among thefe were 
reckoned fome (hields and weapons of extraordina- 
ry workmanfliip and art j befides equipages, jew- 
els, and other ornaments of value. But this was 
not the whole acquifition of the Irifli Monarch in 
this expedition. Many arts both military and me- 
chanic, which, he learnt of his enemies, he convert- 
ed to the ufe and advantage of his fubjects, and for 
the better difcipline of his troops. But in the 
midft of his great defigns, and after a reign of fix- 
teen years full of glory and reputation, Crimth ak 
the firft lofl: his life by an unfortunate fall from his 
horfe near his own palace. 
CarbryI ^^ ^^^ death of this Monarch, the Milefian fiic- 

ceflion in the throne of Ireland was interrupted, af- 

A. D. 90. ter it had continued eleven hundred years. Though 
Keating and other writers pafs over this firft 
plebeian war in filence, and place the rebellion of 
the ufurper above forty years after this time, yet 
I make no difficulty in rejefting their authority in 
this, as well as in many other inftances, and in fol- 
lowing O Flaherty and the author of theDifler- 
tations, who are infinitely more accurate. A con- 
fpiracy having been formed among the pofterity of 
the Belgians in the feveral provinces, who thought 
themfelves treated with too much feverity, they ir- 
ritated the.common people to take up arms in their 
defence ; and under a pretence of abolifliing the 
tyranny of their Kings they maffacred the nobility 
in feveral parts of the kingdom, and fet Carbry 
of the Belgian race upon the throne, who filled it 
for five 5rears till his death. Whatever views his 
party might have, and how ftrong foever their 
hopes might be built upon Moran his fon whom 
they eledted to fiicceed him, yet, by a virtue, fcarce- 
ly ever hieard of, Moran refiifed the re^al title ; 
^nd I^y ! hi? example, and abilities prevailed upon 

the 
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the people to relinqui(h their rebellion, and to re- 
ftore the royal family in the perlbfi of Feredach 
the fbn 'of Crimth an. There is not in all hifto- 
ry, as I remlember, another inftance of a revolution 
like this ; brought about by the felf-denial and 
ftrength of mind of a fingle man, called to the eX- 
ercife of royal power through the wickednefs and 
perfidy of his own father, diverting himfelf of it, 
and difarming a furious giddy multitude, in order 
to eftablifh the public tranquillity and to fet.thc 
lawful heir upon the throne. " It is aftoniftiing to * 
obferve what an influence one man in certain con- 
jun<5lures can acquire over a faftious and noify mulr 
titude ; for in proportion as they are fickle and in- 
confiderate they are eafily led either this way or 
that i and though they often purfue their fchemes 
>vith ralhnefs and even with fury, yet for the ' moft 
part thofe fchemes are general and directed to 
ibme common intereft, and not to gratify the re- 
fentment, or ambition of particular men." ^ 

Feredach therefore, though dreaded and ha- Fere- 
ted by the licentious populace, was by the meansoACH. 
of the worthy fon of a wicked traitor elected to 


the Monarchy ; and by his upright adminiftration ^- ^- ^5- 
he acquired the name of Feredach thejuft. A 
Prince of this difpofition, we may be fure, was not 
ungrateful to the man whofe virtue was the fole caufe 
of his exaltation ; and we are told that he took 
Mor AN into a great (hare of the government, and 
appointed him Chief juftice of* Ireland. Let the 
reader figuje to himfelf fuch a Monarch and fuch 
a Minifter at one and the fame time, and he will 
foon conceive the happjnefs of the people : he will 
fee mifrule giving plade to harmony, infurredtion 
fubfiding into tranquillity, and order arifing out of 
confufion. Such was the ftate of Ireland at the 
end of the firft plebeian war ; and under fuch 
governors it could not be otherwife. Men endow- 
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ed, as they were, with fo large a proportion of the 
etherial fpirit, — as Lord Bolingbroke calls it, 
—would at no time aft upon other principles 
than for the public good : but in thofe days of 
jealoufy and popular contention, they could not 
with fafety adt upon any other. The greateft cora- 
roendations are beftowed upon the wifdom and in- 
tegrity of their government. Among other accounts 
of their public meafures promoting the >yelfare of 
the ftate, the Bards have recorded a myth^ological 
fable of a collar worn by Mor an in the execution 
of his office •, and which the modern hiftorians have 
been weak enough to deliver down as real hiftory. 
That this judge might be always upright and im- 
partial in adminiflring juftice according to the 
Monarch's and his own defire, the fable tells us, 
that they contrived a collar to be worn round his 
n'eck, of a property fo wonderifdl and fo ufeful, 
that, whenever the judge was deviating from equi- 
ty, would contraft itfelf, and pinch himinexadl 
proportion to' his error ; and at all other tirxies 
would hang loofe and eafy. 

The collar however was not fo much for the ufe 
of Mora N, whofe integrity never left him, as fcwr 
other judges who n^igjit fucceed him ; and to ex- 
tort the truth alfo ^romwitneffes in the courts of 
law. Thus, if it was put about the neck of a 
wicked judge who intended an unjuft or partial 
fentence, it Would continue ikrinking 'till it ftran- 
gled him, or 'till he changed his fentence into a 
juft one ; when it would inftantly dilate and fet him 
at liberty. In the fame manner it woulJl aft about 
the neck of an evidence on a trial : and from h^nce 
arofe a cuftom in the judicatories of that kingdom, 
for the Judge, when he fufpefted the veracity of a 
witnefe and had a mind to terrify him from per- 
jury, to charge him folemnly to tell the truth, or 
elfe his life would pay for it, as the collar of Mor a k 

was 
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was about his neck. The reader, I am fure, will 

want no aiTiftance in explaining this fable ; and all the . | 

refle(5tion I (hall make upon it, is that it would be 

well for the prefent ^ge if we had Moran's collar 

here ; not on account of the Judges, whofe integr 

rity, it muft be faid to their honour, wiants no pre- 

fervative ; but on account of witnefles in the 

Courts of juftice, wjaere perjury is more notorious 

than in any age that has been before it. When 

Feredach had reigned one and twenty years, 

with the greateft glory to himfelf and with peace 

and happinefs to his people, he died a natural death, 

r ^retted and beloved. 

The fucceflbr of this Prince underwent the ufualpj^^^^.^ 

fate of the Irilh McMiarchs, in three years after his 

elecftion to the throne, by the hand of thefon of A.D.116 
. FErRED'ACH i who had not the feme abilities and^*^^"^- 
gcod fortune as his father had ; and who after an 
upeaiy r^ig? of feven years was murdered at the 
breakii^ out of the fecond Plebeian war. T^e 
name pf " Atdacots" was given tp thefe rebels jn 
memory of their horrid cruelties ; and afterwards 
it rea^cned to North Biritam, as a proper, name for 
ail ieditious difturbers .of the public peace ; but in 
proce& of time, it was no longer ufed in thjs re- 
i^raine^ and odious f^nfe, but became f^ppropriated 
to the people inhabiting clofe to Adrians wall in Bri- 
tain, The fccpnd Attacotic war proved in ibme 
' d^ree mor^ deftru/ftive than the firft, by many of 
the provincial Kings en^ging in it, and making 
.. (heir o\yn private pr^udices and complaints pais 
wifb oth^f 8 for the public caufe. Old as mis artifice 
t6» ^ detected fo much as it hath been, it ftiU con- 
ti&ijeg tf> fippc^e i}pqn mankind ; and at this day we 
$,T€ ^0 Ifiuch the ^upes of pretended patriots, de- 
ceiving oui^lves and he\ng deceived with founds, 
m the Iri(k ^^e iat tl)e time I am writing of. The 
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FfiREDACH than it was in his power to do, and 

perhaps expedling it becaufe he was the* fon of fiich 

Elim." a father, grew uneafy and difconterited under his 

• ^ — government ; and at the end of feven years entering 

A.D. 126. jjj^Q a confpiracy, of which Eljem the King of Ul- 
fter was at the head, they irritated the people to a 
rebellion under, the guife of liberty, put the Mo- 
narth to death in a feditious manner, and fet the 
crown upon Elim the principal champion of their 
caufe. But it was not long before the people found 
to their coft that they were miftaken ; and that 
they had changed the imagined tyranny of a fingle 
Monarch, for the real anarchy and mifrule of feve- 
ral contending Princes. 

The fon of their late King, with a few of his 
friends that were attached to him, pafled over to 
^ North Britain to a Piftifli King his mother's father ^ 
'till a fair occafion (hould offer in which he might 
aflert his right. In the mean while Elim, the 
chief ufurper, attended to nothing but the exercife 
of his power, and the keeping thofe und^r who had 
lifted him into the throne. All the fchemes of 
utility, formed and eftabliftied bypEREDACH and 
MoraK, were laid afide^ or neglefted ; the arts 
and fciences were left to fliift for themfelves ; and 
even hiftory and learning were rather difcoun- 
tenanced than protedted. What an unhappy reverfe 
of times for the people of Ireland ! amidft the con- 
f ufion introduced by fuch a government, trade and 
commerce krnguiftied gradually 'till they were al- 
moft extinguished ; the fields became uncultiva- 
ted ; and, to compleat their mifery, a griievous fa- 
mine enfued. No lefs than four years paffed away 
in this manner, when the fpirit of the people being 
roufed by their diftreffes, they determiined to bring 
about a change of government in favour of the fon 
of their }ateKing, and the grandfon of their favourite 
F^RED ACH the Juft. To this puf pofe they font an 

invitation 


Book IV. OF ICELAND; 247 

invitation to him to Scotland, alluring him of their 
aiEftance to recover the^crown* TuATH/cLwas 
no fboncr informed of the deplorable Hate of his na^^ 
tive country, and of the readinefe of the people to 
rife in his favour, than he determined to attempt 
the pofleflion of the monarchy, and to abolilh the 
tyranny of . the ufurpers. Aflifted by his grand- 
father, at the head of fome of his Piftifli veteran 
troops, he landed in Ireland ; and meeting many of 
his friends ready t6 join him with their forces, he 
marched direftty to Tara, where feveral of the 
principal men ot the kingdom were aflembled, and 
where with joyful acckmations he was elefted 
King. ' 

The ufurper EriM, and his coadjutors the pro*- 
vincial Princes^ being greatly alarmed at thefe pro*- l^^^l 
ceedings, prepared with the utnioft vigour for their '- 

defence; buttheyfoon felt the difference, between A, D. 130. 
the affedions of i people ^ined by wife and mild 
and beneficial meafures of government, and thdfp 
that were en?age4^y tyranny and oppreffion. It 
^Vas not long before. the two armies met, and 
Elim's forces bemg defeated and himfelf flain ill 
the battle, the Monarch purfued his vidtory over 
"all the provinces ; and being fuccefsftil in every en- 
gagement againfl: the rebels, he put an end to the 
nfurpation, redeemed the people from the opprel- 
fion of the Attacots, and r^ftdred tranquillity to the 
kingdom. In this manner ended the fecond Ple- 
beian war ; and ifi fqch vaftly different colours, 
are the characters, of Feredach,' and Elim, de- 
livered down to poflerity ! What a leffon is this, 
not only to Kings and rulers, but to all thofe whole 
rank and office makes them great enough to be re- 
corded ! teaching them what they mull expeft, 
and what they may juftly dread from hiftory ; 
whofe voice, if they are unworthy, will proclaini 
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their infamy, whatever power tl^ey may once have 
had tp ?ilence or corrupt it. 

When Tu A T H A L had thoroughly fettled himfelf 
on the throne, he convened the general aflembly of 
theftates at Tara a&5;r the manner of his.predecef- 
^fiirs; who always held a Parliament in the be- 
gihnihg of their feign, to confult on the affairs of 
.government, and tp promote the public welfare. 
The memlirs^of the aflembly met him with great 
pleafure, reco^ni?ed his title to the crown, and the 
conftitution being again recovered, th^ took an 
oath of J&delity. to* continue the fucceUion to his 
family, in ," excliifion of the other lines, as their 
anceftors had done to Hu cony the Great ; by way 
q{ atonement, for their fedition,. and as a recom- 
pen'ce for the feryice he had done l?is country. For 
' if we fuppofe, as fome of th^ir writers do, diat this 
engagement was entered into as a remedy for tbofe 
' evils which they |iad fmarted! tincier through an 
eledive form of govj^fnment, they r would furely 
liave carried the remedy fo far as to'compleat the 
cure, by making the crown Hereditary, and not 
eleiaive in thif family,; and as they did not make 
fuchan impro^eraent in their conflitution, they oh} 
ly exchanged the evil which they redr?fled for ano- 
thjer, almoft as great., But it mayf perhaps admit of 
a queftion, v/b^ther they thought that fuch an 
alteration in the law of fuccelTion would be indeed 
an improvenientjofji^e^conftitution;, or at leaft^ 
whether they c^d not chbofe toTubmit'to the many 
inconveniences.' at;tending popular eleftions of their 
Monarchs, rather than to have thein'impofed upon 
the country by the right of primogeniture. Both 
methods have jheir inconvenience? ; and there is 
no civil inftitution perhaps without them. 
• But amongft a people To jealous of public liberty 
as the Irifti had always been, it . is . probable that 
|hey preferred the former, not by accident or 
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through • ignorance, but upon deliberation and by 
choice i though they (bmetimes hazarded their 
fafety, and the public tranquillity was for the moft 
part interrupted by it. It muft be owned that by 
making merit and. fuperior abilities the qualifica- 
tions for the monarchy, without regard to fucceffion, 
very noble purpofes were anfwered, and great evils 
avoided, as well as much inconvenience fometimes 
fufFered. Of the firft fort was the raifing a fpirit 
of emulation and real patriotifm iQ the breafts of 
youth; and impreffing and cultivating the moft 
manly and virtuous principles, in oppontion to the 
temptations of corrupted ;aatyre. Of the evils 
avoided by it the reader may form a notion from 
what one of their writers has laid in its vindication ; 
and I will give it in his own words. " But flill how 
much wifcr is fuch an ordinance, than that which 
throws all the acquilitions of an ancient and re- 
nowned family, into the hands of an half ideot or a 
licenfed madman, without perfbn, or parts, or hu- 
manity, or courage ; one cbinmonly remarkable 
for the commiflion of every kind of extravagance 
that cap be a reproach tQ,)iimfelf and the commu- 
nity which tolerates him. How many inftances have 
we feen of fuch profligately i^*:0^r own time. How } 
often have we feen the laborious acquifitions of vir- 
tue and vaipur, the tenure of ages, undermined in 
almoft a moment by a peft of this kind ; who fets 
fire to th<e • train with his own hands, and often 
takes afraiapc pride worthy of, fuch a monfter in 
the violehceof the explofion [r] .'* The defcription 
is ftr ong, but it is not unjuft ; and if there was not 
a remedy for this .evil by d^pofing the rnadman, 
which has been often applied in. our own country, an 
hereditary monarchy by right of birthmight.be 
more inconvenient than that which now obtained in * 
Ireland.— But to turn again to the. hiftory* i 
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In the fame Parliament at Tara, in which the 
title oFTvATHAL to the crown was recognized, 
and the fucceffion in his family; though not by 
mere primogeniture without merit or valour, was 
pafled into a law and (worn to, a decree was made 
for the reparation of a large traft of land from each 
of the four provinces, which met together at a cer- 
tain place, for the Demefnc lands of the crown ; in 
order to fupply the Monarch's houfhold, and to 
give a fplendour and rtiagriificence to the govern- 
ment that was never known before. The part 
which was thus- divided from the reft and thus ap- 

Rropriated, the King appointed for the county of 
leath, as it is at this day; and which before 
conlifted only of an inconfiderable territory in 
thofe parts. In each of thefe portions taken out of 
the four provinces, a magnificent palace was ere<5t- 
ed in this reign for'p^rticular and different ufes. 
In the trad taken from Munfter dnd added now to 
Meath, ■ the King ereflcd an edifice for the iacred 
fire J to which the Druids and Augurs were to re- 
pair on the laft day. of Qdtober annually, in order to 
confume the facrifices^tjiat were offered to their 
Deities; No other fire^on that night,: iinder the 
penaltyof a heavy frn'^i was to bfe lighted in any 
^ houfe in the 'kingdom,* that all the *fir6§ irtiight be 
derivfefi 'from this. Tacred fire, in order to make 
theni propitious and prevent their doing niifchief; 
for which every family was to pay a finfe' of three- 
pence' tt) the King pf Munfter as a tbmpenfation for 
the land he had Ipflr; ' \ '^ '-''VC-i'" 
- In the- prdpbrltioii takenfrofri'tlie'* province of 
Connaught, a palace was'erefted foi- thd convocati- 
on of Vifneach, at which all the inhabitants who 
were able were to appear on the firtt of May, to 
offer facrifice to BEL'tlie chief Deity bjf the ifland, 
and which was called the Bell-Tine ; that is the fef- 
tival of Bel the God of "fire, mentioned in the In- 
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troduftion. The Britons worfliipped the fame De- 
ity ; and from thence it is probable was derived 
the cuftom of the feftival in England on May-day ; 
celebrated by morris dancers and milk maids, with 
garlands of flowers, and fuch other decorations as 
they can procure. But this is merely my own con- 
)efture,and of no fort of moment whether it is right 
or wrong. It was cuftomary upon this day in al- 
moft every village/in Ireland, to kindle two fires 
in honour of Bel, and to drive their cattle of 
every kind between them; from a fuperftitious 
conceit that it would preferve thdm from the mur- 
rain, and other peftilential diftempers for that year. 
At this convocation of Vifneach, the inhabitants, 
for want ot the convenience of coin of any kind, 
ufed to barter their horfes, arms, and other efFedts 
with which they abounded, for what they flood in 
need of ; which was the way of buying and felling 
in thofe ages. The King of Connaught, as a tri- 
bute or acknowledgment for the lands taken from 
his province where this convocation aflembled, had 
a horfe and arms from every Lord of a manor, and 
from every chieftain who attended it. 

The third palace was that of Tailtean, and ori- 
ginally belonged to the province of Ulfter. Here 
the celebrated fair was held on the firft of Auguft, 
in honour of the laft Belgian queen of that name, 
and eilablifhed by King Lughad, as it was men- 
tioned in his reign ; in commemoration of the care 
(he had taken of his education in arms and litera- 
ture. To this fair the inhabitants brought all their 
childi:en who were of a proper age for marriage, 
and contraded for the difpofal of them. That there 
might be no diforder nor confufion,^the young men 
flood all on one fide and the women on the other ; 
and when every thing was adjufted between the pa- 
Tisnte of thofe who exprefled a liking for each other, 
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the bride folks were taken out and the ceremony 
was performed. As barbarous as this inftitution 
may appear to have been, yet it had an ignorant 
and early age in which it was pradifed for its ex- 
cufe. But what qxcufe is there for an Englifli cuf- 
tom, not lefe favage and more unnatural, in the pre- 
fent age of politenefe and refinement among the fa- 
milies of the great ; where generally no regard is 
had to the liking on either fide, where they often 
know little more of each other, than the poor Irifli 
did, before the match is made, and where intereft 
alone is the bond of an union, the mofi: intimate and 
tender, and which is to laft for life ? No wonder 
that matrimony, when it is thus concluded, (hould 
be complained of as the fource of much unhappinefe ! 

Though the fair of Tailtean had been eftabliflied 
long ago, as it is had been faid, yet no palace had been 
erefted till thereignof Tu ath al ; andasacompen- 
fation to the King of Ulfter for the part of his province 
taken into Meath on which the palace flood, from 
every couple that were married he received an 
ounce of filver. The palace of Tara was alfo rebuilt, 
and much i mproved by this monarchy which originally 
beteriged to the province of Leinfl:er ; but I (hall refer 
the reader to the reign of Ollam Fodla in the fe- 
cond book for the ufes of this palace ; where he will find 
a very particular and exadt account of it. I don't find 
that any tribute or acknowledgement was paid to the 
King of Leinfter, as to the otherprovincial Kings ; 
and the reafon I fuppofe was that Tara had for many 
ages before been feparated from that province, for 
the royal palace and refidence of the monarch. 

All the hiftorians concur in giving Tu a th a l the 
charafter of one of the befl and wifefl Princes that 
ever fate on the throne of Ireland ; who introduced 
a ftate of plenty and publick tranquillity that was 
never known in it before. He was guilty however of 
an adl of great injuflice towards the province of 
Leinfter, the fatal efFe(^s of which extended to near 
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fix hundred years ; and at the time when it was * 
committed, prevented in a great degree the fuc- 
cour of the Pidls, the allies of Ireland, who were 
then reduced to the utmoft diftrefs by the Roman 
army. It was in its confequences an affair of great 
importance in the Irifti hiftory, and the account 
which is given of it is this. Achy the King of 
Leinfter, having married a daughter of Tu a th a I4 
whom he carried home into that province, in about 
a year afterwards made a vifit to thef Monarch at 
Tara ; and acquainting him with the death pf his 
daughter folicited her after to become his wife ; as 
the only way to repair his lofe, and to preferve the 
alliance and friendfhip of the King of Ireland. 
The treaty being accepted and carried into execu- 
tion. Achy took this lady alio home to his palace : 
But finding on her arrival there that her fifter was ,- 
ftill living, and that they were both abufed by the 
King of Leinfter, tbie furprize and vexation threw 
her immediately into fits 5 which fuccceded each 
other fo faft and with fo much violence, as to put 
an end to her life. The furprize of the Queen 
at firft fight, fuppofing (he came to her on a vifit, 
was not fo great we may be fure ; but when (he 
had heard the melancholy tale of her hufband*s 
bafenefs, her indignation, and the grief (he felt 
for the death of her fifter and the cruel occalion of 
it, were the caufe of her own deatfii foon after. 

The Irifh Mon^rqh being iiiformed of the 
treachery of the King of Leinfter, and the tragical 
end of his two daughters, determined to take 
his revenge for this indi^ity offered to. him in 
the peribns of his children : and had he contented 
himlelf with chaftifing Achy very feverely he 
would have done an aft of juftice to (bciety, 
as well as have made a facrifice to his own 
refentment. But the refentm^t ' of Tua- 
o'HAL was nof to be appealed without cruelty) • 
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and it will be a blot upon his memory to all 
pofterity. Dilpatching therefore meflengers to 
the other prmces and chiefs, to complain of the 
villany of the King of Lemfter and to demand 
their aQiftance towards his punifhment, he raifed 
all the forces that he could, and marched into 
fhe province with a refolution to deftroy it by 
fire and fword. When Achy was informed of 
the great ftrength of the army that wa,s got to-r 
gether againft nim, and finding that it would 
be in vain for hina to think of making a ftand 
againft a force fo much fuperior to his own, he 
fent a meflage to the Monarch in the moft fubr 
miflive terms to fue for a ceflation of arms, that he 
inight atone for his offence in a treaty of peace. 
The Monarch might feel fome compundtioii at the 
thoughts of ravaging the country and killing or ruin-r 
ing its inhabitants tor the perfonal crime of a fmgle 
ptian, though he was their King ; and if he deferved 
the character which is given of him in other 
rei5>e<5ts by the hiftorians, it mufl touch his humar? 
njty very ftronglyp 

The injuftice in this inftance, I prefume will ap^ 
pear to the reader to be extremely flagrant ; and 
yet is it not done in our own age every day, nay do 
we not do it ourfelves, without perceiving it ? 
What elfe were all the wars in Chriltendom arifing 
from but the ambition of particular Princes, and the 
phaftifcment or the check of that ambition, in the 
perfons, in the property, and in the countries of 
their fubjedls ? what elfe were the wars that we, 
^nd moft of the powers of Europe, have been enr 
gaged in ? Were not the blood, and treafure, and 
franquillity of the people, who were innocent of the 
offence, and who could not prevent the pride 
and injuftice that we complained of, were not thefe 
the facrifice to, our refentment againft their fove-s 
reign i This will teach us that war, however ner: 
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ceffary fometin^es to recover or vindicate our right, 
as in the late cafe, yet in its confequpnpe is diaboli- 
cal. The" people who alone commit the injury, 
and who therefore in equity and good confcience 
fliould alone be puniflied, are almoft the only peo- 
ple who efcape all. punifhment. They fit at home 
in their palaces far from the horrid fcene, enjoying 
eafe and pleafure, amuling themfelves with the 
news of conqueft or defeat, adding one fcheme of 
wild ambition to another; v/hWH their innocent 
' fubjedts are pillaged, undone, or flaughtered, their 
territories devafted, and the families of thoufands, 
who furvive the lofe of parents or hufbands, made 
iniferable for ever. This is a leflbn to Princes which 
few Princes learn : it will however teach us all not 
to delight in war, which, how neceflary foever, is 
la dreadful evil ; to aflert, our right, if it is poffible, 
in th^ way of treaty ; aiid if war at laft is unavoid- 
able, that it (hould be carried on with as little in- 
jury, to private property, and with as piuch huma- 
nity to the unhappy fufFerers, as the nature of it 
• will admit. We arc a fenfible, humane and benevo^ 
lent people, but we.iuffer our paflion for national 
glory to run away, with our underftandings ; and 
we don't ftay to confider that this paflion is artfully 
enflamed by thofe who make a great priv,ate fortune 
by the public diftrefs. But to return. 

Whatever were the fentiments of the Ir ifti Monarch 
pn this fubjeft, it is certain, that he pufhed his refent- 
ment againft the l?:iiig. of Leinfter much further 
than he ought to have done. Fpr although he for^ 
bore to deftroy hisprpyiqce, as he might have done, 
with fire and fwoird, yet the only accommodation 
which pe would agree to, was a tribute to be paid 
eyery/econd year to him and his fucceflbrs for ever^ 
of three thoufand 9qws, ^3 many hogs, as many 
ftieep, as many, copper^c^ul^roi)^^ asK many ouncei^ 
pf filver suid th^ fame n^njibeir of nj^n^es ; and to 
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this contradl the King and people of Leinfter were 
by afolemn oath to bind themfelves, and^ as far 
as lay in their power, their fucceflbrs for ever. If 
there was any pretence for puniftiing the people of 
the province by this fine for the diftionour done to 
TuATHALby their Prince, there was not furely 
tlie lead (hadow of juftice in continuing it after his 
do«th ; and we (hall fee in the fequel that the pay- 
ment of it, though fubmitted to for feveral a^es, 
was the frequent occafion of many contefts, which 
proved fatal to the nobility and gentry on both 
fides, *till it was aboliflied. Without exaggeration 
therefore it may be (aid, that he was the author of 
thcfe calamities, by fowing the feed of contentions 
in impofing a tax upon a province, for a perfonal 
injury from one Prince to another, and contrary to 
equity and common fenfe to be continued for ever. 
Whenever cruel and unjuft conditions are fubmit- 
ted to by a people, they are fubmitted to only through 
the neceffity of the times, and for want of power to 
refift them : but whenever they are in a capacity 
to do themfelves juflice, they will no longer fubmit 
to thofe conditions. Of this fort was the fine im- 
pofed by TuATHAL, known in Ireland by the 
name of the Borome or Leinfter tribute ; unjuft and 
tyrannical in itfelf, and produdlive of infinite mif-- 
chief to ages then unborn ; and that he might in-^ 
tereft many others befides his fiicceflbrs in demand- 
ing it, a third part was to bfe paid to the people of 
Meath the territory of the Monarch, a. third to the 
inhabitants of Connaught, and the other third to the 
Ni ALs of the North, all of them his auxiliaries in 
this expedition. - ^ 

There is nothing more relating to this Monarch 
in the public hiftory, than that he convened aflem- 
blies at Cruachain and Eamania for the regulation 
of the police, arid the encouragement of arts and 
manufadlureisrife it was rtientioned in the Intro- 
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duftion. For fince the death of Fe r e d a c h, and 
during the ufurpation of the plebeians, thefe affem- 
blies, as well as the parliament at Tara, had been 
difufed ; and many corruptions and diforders had 
crept into public affairs, which Tuathal made it 
the bufinefe of his government to redrefe. Thus 
the tradefmen and mechanicks, as well as the artifts 
of all profeflions, were under the management of a 
committee, who had power to examine into their 
abilities, to reform all abufes, and to fufpend fuch 
as by their unfairnefs or want of Ikill brought their 
occupation into difcredit. It muft be obferved that 
till this reign, few or none of the pofterity of the 
Milefians fubmitted to any trade: the lower branches 
were the militia of the ifland, the hiftorians, anti- 
quaries, phyficians, harpers, judges, hepalds, and 
inferior officers of the ftate, who would not fubmit 
to any manual labour, left they (hould degrade their 
original, or bring a ftain upon their families ; and 
the mechanicks of the country were the remainder 
of the Belgians and Danonians, who had been per- 
mitted to remain there, in order to carry on 
thefe fervile occupations. This pride has been fo 
inherent from that time to this, that Biftiop Berk- 
ley has faid, " a kitchen wench in his family refufed 
to carry out cinders, becaufe (he was defcended 
from an old Irifti ftock." But in the reign of this 
Monarch, when they faw that the legiflature took 
trade and manufadtures under their management, 
and that no perfon was allowed to exercife arts 
without a licenfe from a committee empowered by 
a general aflembly of the ftates, many of the Mile- 
fians condefcended to follow foiiie employment, and 
to make themfelves good for fomething befides cut- 
ting one anothers throats. Tuathal having reign- 
ed with greater fpendoUr than any of his predecef- 
ibrs, for thirty years, at laft fell in battle by the 
bands of his fucceiTor of the line of Ik ; and con- 
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fequendy the engagement entered mto with Tua- 
THAL was broke in the firft inftance. But how- 
ever his fbn revenged this perfidy, by killing the 
Monarch who had poffefled the throne, at the end 
of four years, and by calling back the people to 
their loyalty in his own election. 
Feid- Feidlim thefonof Tuathal having thus ob- 
LiM. tained the crown, was from his great love of juftice 
furnamed the Legiflator. He not only gave excel- 
A.D.164. ignt examples of equitable goveniment in his own 
private condudt, but he got the Parliament at Ta- 
ra, at its firft convention in his reign, to eftablilh 
the law of retaliation. From this time, every fen* 
tence and decree which he pafled upon any crimi- 
nal was exadtly conformable to this law ; and he 
iiijoined an obfervance of the fame exadtnefs in all 
the public judicatories in the kingdom. If any 
one had defrauded another of his cattle, , his ftieep, 
or any part of his property, or if he had deftroyed 
the ufe ot an arm, a leg, an eye, or had taken a- 
way his life, the criminal was to make fatisfadlion 
in the like kind ; and it was not in the power of 
the perfon injured to commute the offence. By 
the terror of this law, tjie people of Ireland were 
. brought to more humanity, honefty, and good man- 
ners of every kind, than they ever were before ; 
and the monarch enjoyed the fruits of his juft and 
ufefiil adminiftration, during the nine years of hi3 
reign, *till a natural death removed him out of the 
world, A much greater authority than that of 
any human legiflator hath given a fanftion to the 
law eftabliljied by this Monarch i and it feems afto^ 
nifhing that it fliould be difcontinued in any Chrif- 
tion Country, It is not only the moft equitable 
law in itfelf; I prefume to fay, that can be con^- 
ceived, againft wilful injury, but in its confequence 
bids fairer than any other to promote public order 
and integrity. 
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But be this however as it may ; I have given it 
as my opinion in another work [/,] which I (hall 
now repeat, *' that we prefume too much on our 
power of making laws, and too fer infringe on the 
command of God, by taking away the lives of men, 
in the manner we do in England, for theft and rob- 
bery ; and this is not only a pernicious error,— 
** for extreme juftice is an extreme injury" — but a 
national abomination. It muft be granted that all 
focieties have a power within themfelves of making 
laws' to fecure ^property, and of annexing punifti- 
ments to the breach of them : but then on the other 
hand it muft be owned,, that no man or body of 
men can have power to make laws which are con- 
trary to the laws of God ; or to ordain iuch 
punilhments for the breach of them as he hath pofi- 
tively forbidden. It is to little purpofe to urge, 
that men may give up their natural rights for their 
mutual benefit, and to hold theif" lives and liberties 
on Certain terms and conditions, on the breach of 
-which they Ihould be forfeited : becaufe though 
this argument will hold with regard to liberty and 
ptoperty, it will riot hold with regard to' life ; of 
which God alone is the fole difpofer, and over 
which we have no right in ourfelves or in other 
men, A robber indeed in this country fins with 
his eyes open, and knows the penalty which he 
is going to incur : but the wilfulnefe of thecrime is ' 
no fort of excuft for making the punifhment far ex- 
ceed the heinoufnefs of the tranigreffion : and who 
will deny that a little theft or robbery— perhaps of 
the value of two or three (hillings only — is not 
punilhed infinitely beyond a juft proportion, when 
It is piiniftied with death ? ' 

Thefe laws however, in my opinion, are not mortf 
abonlinable, than they are ill contrived ; if this ol> 

fervation, 

» 

* ' [s] Hift. of Utopia, note p. 42, 43, in the Meitioirs of 
the Life of Sir Tho. More. 
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fervation, which men verfed in affairs make, is true, 
that the riches of the nation are in proportion to the 
number of hands employed in works of fkill and 
labour. How many hands of this fort which might 
be fo employed^ in nmking fails and cordage for the 
navy, in oior fleets or dock-yards, in mending the 
highways, or converting wafle land into tillage, are 
fent every feflions to Tyburn for theft and robbery, 
the reader need not be told. The laws of God affix 
no other puniftiment to thefe crimes than ample re- 
ftitution or perpetual flavery : a word of great hor- 
ror in England where we boalt fo highly of our li- 
berty : but, it does not require the fpirit of pro- 
phecy to forefee, that this liberty, which is now in 
many cafes our mifery, will fon?e time or other be 
our deftrudtion. A confinement of this fort to 
conftant labour for the public-— whatever name we 
give it-^would be dreadecj worfe than death by 
thefe wretches who have no idea of a future flate, 
and confequently would deter them more from the 
commiffion of fuch crimes ; which is the only.rea- 
ibnable end of punilhment in a ftate." The reader^ 
it is hc^ed, will excufe this* digreflion, on account 
of its importance and good intention, whether or 
no it fliould give him any plqafure or conviftion. 

The throne of Ireland being vacant by the death 

of Feidlim, the Hereraonian line was again con- 

Cathir. tinned by the election of Cathir, furnamed the 

-~ Great : but whofe Ihort reign of three years only 

A.D. 1 74. ^j^gjj j^g Y/as flain in battle, contained nothing me- 
morable or worthy of a place in hiftory. His fvir- 
name was therefore probably given him, not on 
account of. any remarkable valour in the field, or 
any extraordinary abilities in the cabinet, but for 
•the imraepjfe \ye.alth which hq was pofleifed of j and 
which he difpofed of by will among his ten ifons, 
aad fome of the chiefs of the province of Leinfter, 

:•. * of 
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of which he. had b?en King, Indeed according to 
the particulars related of this will, there was fuf- 
ficient reafon fox giving him the furname of Great ; 
and. it is very much to be queftioned, if any Mo- 
narch in Europe was ever pofTefled of a rriore valua- 
ble perfonal eftate than this Irifti King. His wealth 
however availed him as little as it does other prin- 
ces ; and Conn, called the hero of the hundred 
battles, having jtilled hirti in an engagement, mount- 
ed the throne. . 

Few of all the Monarchs of Ireland dlfplayed 
greater abilities than this fon of Feidlim the Le- ^^^' 


iflator ; and none had their abilities more tried, a, D. 177 
6th . In profperitj and diftrefs, through" a courfe 
of five and thirty years which he held the crown. 
The King of Leinfter refufing, and with great rea- 
fon, to pay the tribute which this Monarch's grand- 
father TuATHAx.hadimpofed, Conn immediately 
declared war ag^hift him, but after two engagements 
he was defeated ;. and^jhe King of Leinfter making 
an inciifflon asYar as'tfe palace of Tara, poflefleJ 
himf^If of it for four years. In the mean time. Con n 
being mortified ,wit^ .this difgrace of being driven 
from his refidence^ collect'ed all bV forces, regained 
the palace of Xara^ yanquifhed the King of Leinfter 
in feyeral battles^ and obliged the province to pay 
the tribute a& long as he lived. V 
^ .Xhe.lineqf riejBER having beenldifpoiFefled.of^the 
province of Munfter by the defceudents of De g a p, 
ais the.reader may remember, Eugene the Great, 
whp had alfo . the narpe of Mog.h a Nu a a t, a 
Prince of Munfter of 'the HebeViafi liriei difgufted 
at tfeq afcendeucy which the other family had ac- 
quired in his provinpe, retired into' Leinfter to a fon, 
of Ca'thir the Gj:ea.t, who at tha,t time h^d the 
government of the province. Having there con- 
traded an alHange of friendfliip with that Prince, 
and being aflifted by him with a choice body of 

^ troops 
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troops for the recovery of his right, EugeneJ 
marched in ahoftile manner intoMunfter, andMras 
met by Angus the King of the provinte witH 
a numerous army. They no (boner met than^ 
fierce and bloody battle enfaed, the fuccefs of 
which was'for a good while doubtful ; but vidlory 
declaring at laft for Eugene, he totally routed the 
enemy, and drove them out of the province. An- 
cus, enraged to be thus defeated, repaired imme- 
diately to Conn the King of Ireland to entreat hi^ 
afliftance. The King fupplicd him with a body 
of fifteen thoufand men ; and thus reinforced, he 
marched into Munfler, with a refolution, formed 
by revenge and indignation, to recover his" crowns 
or perilh in the attempt. He rfound Eugene 
waiting for him with his army drawn out in order 
of battle ; and as it was accuftomed to viftory, it 
foon broke through the allied army of Angus \ of 
the greateft part of which they made a terribly 
flaughter, and put the reft to a general rout. Ani- 
mated with this (llccefs, £uGEkE'baniflied die De- 
gad colony out of the province of Munfter, except- 
ing thofe howeyei: who were contented to fubmit 
peaceably to the change of government. 

The Monarch, who was relate to thfe dethroned 
King of Munfter, refenting this injury as well ai 
the defeat of his troops, declairecf war ^g^inft;;him 
as a principal ; ;and kfter various fuCcefles drove 
the ufurper out of the kingdom; ' Nine years thS 
hero lived an e)cile in Spain ;'^nd having married ac 
fifter of a Prince of that couiitry, he found means 
to infinuate himfelf into the affedtions of the Spani- 
ards and to procure their afliftance to revenge his 
caufe. The Prince conducted him back to Ireland 
with fo powerful a fleet and army, that he not on- 
ly recovered the province of Munfter, but by feve- 
xal engagements which he had with the Monarch, 
in which the' latter always was defeated, he divided 

the 
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the whole ifland with him ; and the invincible He- 
ro of the hundred battles was obliged to fubmit, for 
the fake of peace, to this difmembring of his domi- 
nions. . This divifion was known and remembered 
in .after ages, by the names of Leath-Con, and 
Leath,-Mogha ; the former denoting the Northern 
half, and the latter the Southern half lof the ifland ; 
which the reader is defired to keep in remembrance. 
Before a year expired under this fettlement, the am- 
bitious fpirit of Eugene piit him upon new de- 
mands ; and Conn was convinced that nothing lefe 
would fatisfy him thsn the entire Monarchy of 
the ifland. Being determined therefore to yield no^ 
thing further than he had done, a war on both fides 
was prepared for ; but the King of Ireland per- 
ceiving that he was much inferior in ftrength to his / 
rival and his Spanifli auxiliaries which he had (till 
detained, came one morning into his camp, and 
furprizing them in their beds, put the princes to 
the fword, and reftored peace to the Kmgdom du- 
ring the remainder of his life. 

In this manner ended the glory of the famous 
Eugene the Great, who had two other fur- 
names befides that of Mogh a Nu a d a t : and if 
it fhews too much fecurity and incaution in fuch an- 
experienced General, on the other hand it betrays 
a mean and cruel artifice unjuftifiable towards aa 
enemy, and therefore \Qry unworthy of fo great a 
Monarch as Conn, the penowned hero of the hun- 
dred battles. Eugene left afon by his Spanifh 
Princefs named OlliOll Olom, who, we fliall 
find, will make a great-figure in this hiflory at the 
head of the4)rovince of Munfter, and even married 
to the daughter of Conh the mortal enemy of his 
father. I (hall take no other notice of a fable in 
the life of Eugene, of a Pruid foretelling -a famine 
feven years before it happened, and perfuadiag 
jiim to build ftore-houfes and buy up all the fpare 

Vol. I. U provifions, 
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provifions, than to acquaint the reader that fuch a 
fable there is ; no doubt either invented, or at leail: 
amplified at firft by Druidic craft, biit which ibme 
writers have been weak enough to relate as real 
hiftory. • . 

p ^ The peace of the nation bemg fecured, and the 
RY^Il' Degad family again eftabliftied in the province 
,. — of Munfter, the Monarch raifed them to the higheft 
A.D.2ia.pitch of grandeur in his power; by giving his 
daughter to a young Prince of that family, who 
fucceeded him in the throne by the name of Co* 
NARY II. The King of Ulfter havjng [conceived 
a mortal hatred againft Conn, diffjliifed fifty ruf- 
fians in the habit of women ; and when the Mo- 
narch was preparing to celebrate the feaft and hold 
the Parliament at Tara, being unattended by any 
guards, the rufiians attacked and murdered him. 
If the King of Ulfter propoied by this a{raifination,as 
it is probable he did, to get himfelf eleAed into the 
Monarchy, he was not only difappointed in his aim 
by the advancement of Conary the Second, but 
he entailed fuch miferies on his province by the re- 
venge that was taken on hi; perfidy, as ended 
at laft in the extirpation of his family, and the 
eftablifhment of the Heremonian line ; as we (hall 
fee hereafter. This great accefs of power to the 
Degad now the Conarian race, made the Heberian 
and Irian lines, who from the beginnmg had pof- 
feflfed the two Munfter provinces, extremely jea- 
lous of the Heremonian interefl ; now united by 
the alliance and clofe conjundlion of the two branch- 
es abovementioned. They found the latter gain- 
ing ilronger power than even in the heart of their 
own country; and they (hewed their difcontent 
too plainly not to have it perceived, that they 
would improve every opportunity to abate or cru(h 
it. 

CONARV 
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GoNARY the fecond, a wife and confidtfrate 
iPrincet foreiaw that thefe difcontents, joined to the 
great power which the Heberians had flill in this 
province, muft one day prove diladvantageous to 
his family '; and therefore he made ufe of his pre- 
ient advantages, as fovereign of the illand, to pro- 
vide againft the danger. To this end he made en«« 
guiries after that part of the race of Dec ad, who 
ad remained in Ulfter when he was driven from 
thence ; and by a treaty of friendlhip and alliance 
with them, he provided for the future fafety and 
eftabliihment of his famUy^ In confcquence of 
this treaty, and in ^ite of all oppofition from the 
Irian Ime, he got his own relation and a Prince 
of the Degad race elefted King of Ulfter 5 which 
gave them fuch a fetdement m that province as 
ibme time afterwards put the greateft part of it 
into their hands^ But his untimely end, through 
the treachery of Nemeth his own near re- 
lation, who murdered him in the ninth year of his 
reign, prevented the bringing his plan to the per- 
fedtion which ' he had intended. From this Co- 
NARY King of Ireland, defcendeathe Dalriads of 
Scotland ; who will make a great figure in the fe- 
quel of this hiftory, as giving Kings to that country, . 
and in procefs of time to England- What the par-^ 
4ticular grounds of the quarrel were between Ne^ 
METH and the King the hiftory does net inform 
lis ; but as we are told that he married the Queen 
in a ihort time after he had aflfafllnated the Monarcb». 
it is not improbable that his paiTion for her might 
be the occafion of it. It does not appear that he 
made any attempt to pofleis the throne } but if he 
had any fuch view he was difappointed : nor did 
his marriage of the Qgeen prevent her. fons from 
entering into meafures to revenge the deal h of their 
father upon the afTaflin. 

U a CONARV 
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CoNARY the Second was fucceeded by Art 

or Arthur the melancholy, a fon of Conn ; who 

Arthp r. j^^j^ ^t^^ government of the ifland, amidft great dif- 

A D. ZZ9. fenfions in his family, for thirty years. One of 
his fillers, as we.haveTaid, was firft maj:ried to 
CoNARY, and then t6 his murderer ; and another 
whofe name was Saba, the widow of Macni AD 
by whom (he had a fon called Mac-Conn, was 
afterwards the wife of Ollioll Olom above- 
mentioned, the King of Munfter. The fedtions 
among thefe powerfuldefcendentsof CONN-KED- 
c a th a c h, as all fiAions do, proved a great detri- 
'" * ment to the ftate j and whilft fome abetted the 
claims of one party, and others fided with thofe 
who oppofed them, the welfare of the publick had 
little or no attention. It does not feem from the 
furname of the Monarch, that h^ was capable of 
entering into great afFaiA, which require a vi- 
gorous adlive fpirit as well as judgment and fagaci- 
ty ; and during the thirty years of his reign, we 
hear of nothing worthy the Monarch or the hero 
; 'till the laft adtion of his life in which he fell. The 
reader may remember a revolution in the province of 
Munfter in favour of the Heremonian line : and as 
it was made without any difturbance or oppofition, 
the family of Heber, who had 'till then held the go- 
vernment of that province, were admitted into the 
principal ftate offices. On the other hand, when this 
family poflefled the throne of their anceftors as we 
have feen they, fometimes did, the Heremonian line 
were entrufted with the fame authority, and pre- 
f^ded particularly in the Courts of Jtiftice. We 
are told that this fucceffion in the pofts of truft and 
honour continued 'till the time of Ollioll Olom ; 
who baniftied Mac Conn, the fon of his wife by a 
former hufband, that had been ^brought up in his 
court, {ind was made Chief Juftice of the province, 

for 
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for a corruption which he was convidted of in the 
execution of his office. - 

How the King of Munfter haci a power to'banifli 
a criminal further than out of his pwn province we 
are not told ; and it is not unlikely that he was ch 
bliged to have recourfe to the authority of the Mo- 
narch to tranlport the offender out of the iflah^f ; 
as we may conjecture from the feauel. The exiled 
Prince, being of a fadkious and tilrbulent difpofition^ 
and thinking himfelf injured greatly by his b^nifti- 
ment, was bent upon revenge, " But td return into 
his own country in a hoflile manner, in fpite of ^be 
fentenqe which had expelled him from it, without ^ 
force fufficient to fuftain him in his rebellion, was 
more likely to procure his own deftruftibn than 
to hurt his enemy. He therefore applied himfelf 
to Bein-Brit a Prince of Wales, for a fupply 
of troops jxf make a defcent on Ireland ; and in or-f 
jder the^ore . effeftually to procure his aid, he af- 
furedrtne Prince that he had a confiderable party in 
the ifland who refented the injullice of his fentence j 
*anfid who waited only for his coming with a few 
foldiers to rife in arms for his revenge. The Prince, 
-who was one of the greateft heroes of his age, an4 
being naturally fond of warlike expeditions, lent a 
favourable ear to the application of Ma c Conn ; 
and getting together a numerous army of all nations 
who were willing to enlift under his banner^ he' put 
them on board his tranfports, and landed them oij 
the Irifti coafl. They were no fooner difembarked, 
than they fent a herald to the Monarch ; requiring 
him either to refign the government immediately, 
or to give them battle, and .decide the (juarrel hj 
the fword. From this circumftance it is that we 
p^uft conjecture, that the fentence of banifliment 
was enforced, if not wholly pronounced by the 
Irifti Monarch. 

The King had fcarcely heard of the mvafion 
■ ^ . ■ U 3 when 
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when he received the challenge : and though he; 
was greatly furpr ized at this bold and infolent der 
mand, yet it roufed hit;) put of his rnelancholy ; 
and he prepared with the utmoft expedition to drive 
them out of the ifland. To this end he fummoned 
Olliotll Olom with all his forces out of Munfter, 
who had been the principal caufe of this rebellion, 
and fent orders to the General of the militia to bring 
him all die fuccour that was in his power. Ohhir 
oLL obeyed the fummons with great alacrity ; an(| 
having entered into the clofeft connexion of pofc 
jicks and intereft with the fons of Gonary the fcr 
cond, whofe Cfter he had married, he called theni 
to his affiftance againft the rebellion of Mac Conn 
his fon-in*law, and their nephew ; who was abetted 
in it by Nemeth the murderer of their father. 
The young Princes being determined to revei^e 
his death, c^rpe readily into the meafures of the 
King of Munfter ; and they joined the Monarch 
Arthur with all their forces. But Finn the 
General of the militia [b] was feduced or bribed 
from his allegeance, by the Prince of Wales, and 
the rebel ; and not only refufed to attend the King 
himfelf in the expedition, but prevailed upon feve- 
ral of the Officers under him to get out pf the way 
on the day pf battle. The melancholy fpirit^ of the 
Monarch however having been roufed, he was not dif- 
couraged at this treachery of his General ; and having 
pronounced a folemn curfe upon him as a traytor to 
the crown, he led his army againft the enemy. 

But fo great was the radion at that time in the 
family of Conn Kedcathach, that a brother of 
pLLioLf. Olom took the fide of the invaders, ^ 
well as Nem£th who had married a fifter of Olt 
H0LL?s Qiieen and relift of the Monarch Conary 

the 

[h] This is the heio fo much celebrated {n the pocips of 
pffian, corruptly called Fi n G 4 L and falfcl/ laid there to be 
a Caledonian chief, &c. 
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the Second, The rebel army, though confiding of 
foreigners of feveral nations, was by the conduft 
and vigilance of the Prince of , Wales their chief 
commander, under the exadteft difcipline; and 
they waited for th^ King to begin the attack. 
When- the two ^rmics engaged, each fid^ fought 
with (6 much fury, that the viftory was doubtful 
•for fbme hours, At length the brother of Qlli- 
OLL had the good fortune to kill the I^ing, which fo 
dispirited his troops that they inflantly iied from the 
field of battle 5 and it was not in the power of the 
Princes who fought round him to recover them 
from their pannick. The rebel Mac Conn, and 
his auxiliary the Prince of Wales, knew how tq 
take their advantage, and a moft dreadful carnage 
of fome of the braveft troops in the kingdom en- 
fued ; as they gave no quarter and put all they met 
with to the fword. Among the flain, befides the 
Monarch, were the King of Connaught his ally, 
and feven of the fons of Olliolu Olom, who had 
the fame mother with Mac Conn the rebel chief, 
and were brought up together with him from their 
infancy. But a fpirit of faction, regardlefs of all 
ties human and divine, is deaf to the calls of nature 
as well as humanity, m^d transforms men intQ 
brutes. 

The vidtory over the Irifti Monarch in the field Ma o 
pf batde being thus compleat, Mac Conn purfued Conn. 
his fuccefs ; and in ,the compafs of a week hald fo "~ — ^ 
thoroughly fubdued his enemies,' that he took quiet ^-^-^Sp- 
poffeilion of the throne of Ireland, and was the third 
Prince of the race of Ith that had ever arrived at 
that high honour. In all probability it was an ho- 
nour to which he would npt .have afpired, nor fuc- 
ceedcd in if he had, had it not been tor the revenge 
which the punilhment of his crimes impelled him^ 
to take, and the po^er which he acquired fortu- 
nately by taking it. But a diqufand inftances oc- 
cur of jcnamies doing the work of friends*, and of 
' U 4 artful 
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artful men producing honour out of difgrace. So 
vain is human forefight, and fo myfterious and over- 
ruling are the ways of heaven ! The proper name 
of this fuccefsful Monarch was Luc ad ; but his 
furname of Mac Conn was that by which he 
. was moft ufually diftinguifhed. After a fliort and 
unquiet reign of three years, as he was diftributing 
his liberality to the poets and artifts of the ifland, 
he was infidioufly killed with a (pear, by the con- 
trivance of CoRM AC the fon of Arthur in refent- 
ment of the rebellion againft his father. From this 
Mac Conn defcended feveral noble families in 
Munfter, and the Mac Cathlins, now CAMP-f 
BELLS, Dukes of Argyle in Scotland. 

I have juft mentioned the fons of Conary the 
fecond as joining the forces of Ollioll Olom. 
The hiftory obliges me now to be more particular 
in the account of one of them, Ac h y Ri a d a , that 
is the ** long armed ;" who being a Prince of great 
ambition and of an adlive genius, was permitted 
by Ollioll Olom his relation to raife (lich forces 
among the Degad race in Munfter as were willing 
to follow his fortune, in order to gain a fettlement 
in the province of Ulfter. Fergus at that time 
King 'of the province, and originally of the fame 
family with Achy Riada, favoured his preten- 
fions ; and by thefe affiftances he (bon wreftcd the 
North-Eaft parts of Ulfter from the Irians, and 
fettled there with the people that followed hin^ out 
of Munfter. Hence the acquifitbn thus ihade 
took the name of Dal Riada : but this was not fuf- 
ficient to fatisfy the reftlefs temper of Achy. Be- 
^ngin fight of a country over againft him, where 
probably feveral Irifti clans inhabited at that time, 
he made a defcent upon it with a confiderable ft)rce \ 
and either through friendftiip or through fear ob- 
tained that country from the Britifh Pids, which 
for many ages was known by the name of the 
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" Albanian Dalriada/* This, according to the beft ! 
hiftorians^ was the firft nominal fettlement of the ] 
Scots in Britain ; and this account is confirmed by '. 
our venerable Bedb himfelf ; who, as BiftiopSriL- 
jLiNGFLEET obfcrves, was very inquifitive into 
thefe affairs. ' 

The Monarch Mac Conn being treachcrouflyp^^^^^ 

(lain, as I faid, by the inftigation of Cor mac, it ; 

is proper that I (hould give die reader Ipme account A.D.2$3. 
of the latter •, who is* fbon to make a principal 
figure m this hiftory. For it was not immediately 
upon the death of Mac Conn that he mounted the 
throne of Ireland : For Fergus, who was dif- 
tinguilhed by the name of the " Black Teeth", of 
the Heremonian line, was firft elected to that ho- 
nour in the following manner. On the death of 
Ma cConn, Cor mac having fecured the fucceflion, 
as he imagined, made a great entertainment in 
Ulfter for the Kin^ and chiefs of that province. 
But Fergus afbifing himfelf to the Monarchy 
of the ifland, and having two brothers with him who 
were men of daring fpirit and refblution, they con- 
trived to fet a mark of public ignominy upon Cor- 
MAC, and then to drive him out of the province. 
To this end when he was doings the honours of his 
entertainment, an officer belonging to Fergus 
put a lifted candle to Cor mac's face and burpt his 
beard ; and it was with the utmoft difficulty, with 
the help of fome of his guefis who were fitting 
round him, that he efcaped this attempt upon him 
and got away into Connaught. The King of Ulfter 
having thus difgraced and driven away the candi- 
date for the Monarchy, fet himfelf up ; and after 
two battles, in which two of the fbns of Ollioll 
Olom were flain, he went to Tara and wasf enthro- 
ned (bvereign of the ifland. 

But the glory of Fergus was of a very fhort 
duration 9 : and his fate is a leifon to Princes, how 

un&fe 
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imiafe it is to provc^e a man of rank andfpirit by a 
public perfbnal iffiominjy which of all injuries is die 
laft that is forgotten. Cormac, enflamed to the 
higheft degree with this infult, breathed nothing 
but revenge againft the whole houfe of Fergus : 
and that his refolution mi^ht become effectual, he 
applied himfelf to the remaming heads of the Olli- 
OI.L Olo^ faniily his relations^ who had flili great 
authority and intereft in the ifland. Lug ad La- 
GA the brother of Ollioll, in order to wipe ofF 
the in&my of his revolt againft the Monarch Ar- 
thur, whom, as the reader may remember, he 
flew in battle, came readily into the meafures of his 
ion CoRMAC i and proved himfelf in the eveAt 
It very faithful and fuccefsful ally. To tbei^ in- 
vincible heroes joined Thady» a grandibn of 
' Ollioll Olom i whofe father was overthrown 
in battle by the reigning Monarch, and who 
was tl^erefore eafily induced to enter into the 
' confederacy. Cormac having ftrengthened him-: 
Iblf ia this manner within a; year after his 
diigrace^ refolved to feek out the Monarch and, 
hi& two brothers^ and to give them battle. The 
leader will excufe me if I omit the fiAitious 
crabelliftiments of this part of the hiftory, and 
lelate only the firaple faft of Lug ad's hav- 
ing cut off the heads of the three brothers^ 
with hi$ own hand in this battlje, anid of Tha,dy'& 
putting the whole arjny of the enemjr into con- 
iuiion, and purfuing them with a terrible (laughs 
ter. The vidtory being thus compleat, and the 
Monarchy become vacant by the death oiF Fer-j 
cus, it was .no difEcult matter for Cormac„ y^ith 
the help of^uch allies, to afcend the throne pf 
Ireland : and as he gave a luftre to this Mo-t 
narchy which it had never known before^ and 
eflablifhed it on a new footing, fo I think it 
will be proper that his reign ftiould give a ber 
glaning to another book. 

THE 
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Go R M A C the fon of Arthur and 
grandfon of CoNjf, and therefore diftiny ^^^**^^ 
guiftied in hiftory by the name of Corm ac ^ j^ 
O GoNN, having pofleifed himfelf of the crown, Mff / 
rewarded Thady for his affiftance with feveralKEAT- 
lands on the banks of the river LifFy : but according JJ'^* 
to Keating, he was guilty of the moft infamous ^ "^^ 

ingratitude; and Thady conquered thefe terri-CoM erf. 
tories by dint of arms. This however is fupported Lynch.* 
by fo ftrange a tale as gives an air of fidtion to the Diflcrtat^ 
wnole ; andrchoofe rather to follow the authority 
of O Flaherty, whofe account is more agreeable 
to, die acknowledged charafter of this Monarch. 

Not 
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Not that CoRMAC is to be cleared of all adts 
of vidcnce, though he was as juft and wife a Prince 
as had ^^er reigned in Ireland : but his prudence 
would prevent the ingratitude which is charged 
upon him towards a man whofe power had princi- 
pally contributed to his exaltation ; and who could 
therefore difiurb, if he could not dethrone him. 
The author who.makes rtus.report.to his diiadvan^ 
tage, allows thatjie was " a Prmqs of themoft poti-^ 
fummate wifdom, underftood perfectly the maxims 
of government, and was the moft accomplifhed 
ftatefman of the age." $tr^ge that a man who 
fays this of Cor mac, (hould at the iame time re^ 
late for real hiftory, that when be faw the dreadful 
condition in which Thady was with the wounds 
he had acquired when fighting on his fide, he or- 
iJered a furgeon to inclofe an ear of barley in one, 
to bind up a black worm in anotfier,'*and to conceal 
the point of a rufty fpear in a third ; in order to 
torture him with more pain, and in the end to af^ 
fed his life. The reader will excufe my not giving 
him the whole tale, as it is too ridicutous to infert ; 
and for the' fame reafon I inuft oiAit another rela^ 
ting to the King's "marriage with Eithne, the 
fofler-daughter of a wealthy herdfinan in the pro- 
vince of Leinfter. Thefe are tales which fuited the 
ignorance and the cuftoms of the age in which they 
were originally recorded, but which ought not to 
hold a place 'm authentic Wftory!; 

As foon as Corm a.c was in fuU and quiet poflef- 
fi.on of the throne of Ireland, he applied himfelf 
with great afliduity to revife the ancient laws of the 
kingdom ; that he might abolifli thofe which were 
inconvenient or abfurd, retain thofe which were 
ufeful, and eftablifli others .which were accommo- 
dated to the temper and genius of the people he 
was to govern. This is a leifon to Princes and ftates 
. of modern times, which, as they are more ehlight^ 

ened^ 
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ened, it is fliamefiiU that they are yet to learn : and 
it (hews either want of fpirit, want of attention, or 
want of genius in the Prince and people, to be go- 
verned by laws and cuftoms introduced fo many 
hundred years ago, that they are become ufelcfs, 
inconvenient, and, the meaning of them being not 
underftood, ridiculous. The Irifti Mcmarch had 
too much wifdom and refolution to permit laws and 
cuftoms to have authority, merely becaufe they had 
been fuch ; unlefs they were ftill of ufe, and adapt- 
ed to the manners of the age he lived in. He con- 
Cdered very wifely, that as it was impoffible from 
the nature of human conftitutions that any one 
Ihould be. in every refpedt compleat, fo it was next 
to impoffible that it ftiould continue long to retain 
even that compleatnefs which it had at firft. 

He faw that length of time, improvement of obfer- 
vation, and change of circumftances to which every 
ftate is fubjeft, either made alterations neceffary, 
or caufed great inconvenience for the want of them. 
Therefore like a true friend to his country, he me- 
ditated and efFefted fbch alterations in its laws and 
cuftoms, as the nature of the conftitution, and the 
circumftances of the times required. Nor did he 
confine thefe changes, as we (hall fee prefently, to 
civil affairs, but he extended them to religion. In 
fhort his fentiments were. too enlarged, and his in- 
tentions of good to his kingdom were too fincere 
and generous, to permit the motives, which tie the 
tongues and the hands of men in power in our days, 
to diffuade him from the alterations which he 
thought neceffary to the beauty or the ftrength of 
the conftitution \and though they dignify thefe 
motives with the appellation of reafons of ftate 
— the wretched fubterfuge of ftiallow politicians ^ 
— ^yet if the mafk were pulled off, they would be 
found to proceed only from indolence, or cowar- 
dice, ot pbornefs of fpirit. None of thofe had any 

place 
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place in Q)rm ac'6 temper of mind j an^^di^efore 
he made it his bufineia to intioduce every im^rOTe-' 
ment that he could devifcy without rega^ to (wps 
of ancient ufage. The ordinances which he elm- 
blifhed for the public good^ which- are yet to be 
feei^ it feems in the old parchment records, and 
which Ihew his great ikill in the laws and antiqui- 
ties of his country, were never abolifhed whilft the 
Irifli affairs had any exiftence. 

Befides the alterations that he made in the laws 
and public cuiloms beforementioned, he fupported 
the royal dignity with a ftate and grandeur far fur- 
paiTing all that had gone before him^ The palace 
of Midchuarta, where he entertained the ambafla- 
dors of foreign princes and the nobility of the ifland, 
was enlarged and beautified by this Monarch : the 
length of which is fsud to have been about four 
hundred and fifty feet, about fourfcore in breadth, 
and the height about fifty. In the middle of the 
ilate room hung a lanthorn of prodigious fize and 
mofl ciurious workmanfhip; and the lodging apart^ 
n^ents were fiirnifhed with an hundred and fifty 
beds, befides the bed of ftate m which the King 
himfelf ufually lay. There never had been a Mo- 
narch on the throne of Ireland who was attended 
with fuch a retinne. He had an hundred and fifty 
of the mofl diflinguifhed champions of the kingdom 
as the yeomen of his guard, to wait upon his per^ 
fbn, and to ferve him, efpeqially at his table when 
he dined in public ; where he had a large fide-board 
of gold as well as filver plate. The houfhoU 
troops, who were in conflant duty, cdnfifled of a 
thoufand and fifty of the fiower of thelrifh army : 
and the other enfigns and diflindtions of royalty 
which he had about him, which were equal to the 
dignity of the greatefl princes at that time, made 
the court of this Monarch famous throughout the 
world. What added fomething toits luftre was his 

numerous 
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numerous ifTue ; Three ions of gr^t renown m 
armS) and ten daughters of diftinguiflied beauty and 
accompliihments. 

But Cor MAC, whofe foul was filled with a de-* 
lire of glory, was not content with mere domeftic 
grandeur. He fent a great fleet into North-Bri- 
tain, which infefting the coaft for three years toge^ 
ther acquired the government in Albania. He de- 
feated the people of Munfter in many fignal over- 
throws, and obliged them to retire within their bon- 
ders. In order to transfer to the rifmg generation 
the fame fort of erudition and accomplifhmenta 
which he had acquired himfelf, lie opened three 
fchools at Tara ; one for inftruftion in military dif- 
cipline, a fecond to teach hiftory, and the other for 
jurilprudence, or inftitutes of the laws. From this 
college was produced the book which is called the 
** Pfalter of Tara t" m which the archives of the 
country were collefted ; the feries of their Monarchs 
and provincial Kings preferved ; their own times 
compared' with the principal foreign events fynchro- 
nilin^ with them ; the tributes and fubiidies of the 
provincialifts due to the Monarchs recorded ; and the 
meafureor particular limits of every country, from 
the province to the diftrift, from the diftridt to the 
village, and from village to village were afcertain- 
ed. In this manner did Cor mac confult the gran- 
deur and glory of his adminiftration, and the peace 
and happmefs of his people. In (hort, in the mag- 
nificence of his court, in his benevolence, his pru- 
dence, his eruditoQ, and in the fame ot his great 
atchievements, he far exceeded all the Monarchs of 
Ireland that had gone before him. 

To what has been already related of the Iplen- 

doxir m which he lived, it muft be added that he 

prefcribed as a law to himfelf and his fuccefTors in 

. the throne, that every Monarch (hould have always 

in his retinue continually attendant upon him, one 

of 
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of the principal nobility, a Druid who was alfo an 
Augur, a Judge, aPhyfician, a Poet, an Antiqua- 
ry, a Mufician, and three officers of his houftiold. 
The duty of the Nobleman was to be a companion 
to the King, and to entertain him with converlati- 
on (uitable to his rank on affairs of ftate: The bu- 
fincis of the Druid was| to regulate the concerns of 
religion, tq offer facrifices, and to divine, or at leaft 
pretend to do fo^ upon all public events : The of- 
fice of the Judge was to adminifter juftice to the 
fubjefts, to publifh the laws and cuftoms of the 
country, and to prefide in the courts of judicature 
in extraordinary cafes under the King, who was 
ufually prefent himfelf on fuch occafions : The 
Phyfician was to take care of the heakh of the King 
and Queen and their children, and to adminifter 
medicines to the houfhold : The poet was to tranf- 
mit to pofterity the great heroic adigns of famous 
men of whatever quality and condition, to compofe 
latires upon immorality, and to lafh the perfbnal vices 
of courtiers, and fuch as were within their knowledge, 
without partiality and affeftion : The office of theAn- 
tiquary was to preferve the genealogies of the Kings, 
to correal the regal tables of fiicceffidn, and to deli- 
ver down the pedigrees of every collateral branch of 
the royal family. He had likewife authority to fu- 
pervife the genealogies of the nobility, military of- 
ficers, and gentry, to record the fignal heroic deeds 
of any of them in battle, and to regifler them in the 
public archives of the kingdom. The bufinefs of 
the Mufician was to play upon his inflruments and 
fing before the King ; when his Majafty had an in- 
clination to lay afide the care of flate affairs, and 
to relax and unbend his mind : The three officers of 
the houftiold were to provide for his table,, to wait 
upon the Monarch when he eat in public, tb govern 
the inferior officers and fcrvants of the houihoM, 

• and 
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and when they were guilty of any offence to difmifs 
or punilh theni. Thefe regulations, for the fupport of 
the royal dignity and magnificence, were ftridly ob- 
fcrved for many ages after by his fucceflbrs, with- 
out any addition or alteration ; except in the room 
of a Druid, after the introduction of Chriflianityy 
a Biihop was made confeflbr to the Monarch. 

I have (aid in the beginning of the reign of Cor- 
M AC, that he was not to be cleared of all atJls of vio- 
lence, though he has the charaifter of as juft and 
as wife a Monarch as ever ruled in Ireland ; and 
the following anecdote in his hiftory will juftify 
what I faid. The revenues of the crown being not 
fuffici^it to maintain fuch a numerous family as he 
had, and the magnificence in which he lived, he 
advifed with his treafurer to whom this was known, 
in what manner he might relieve himfelf from this 
diftrefs, and continue to fupport his ufual fplendoun 
A man muft be very unfit for the employment of a 
courtier, that cannot devife expedients to extricate 
his mailer out of any difficulties ; efpecially wheo 
he is backed with power to carry them into execu- 
tion. The tr<?afurer of CoK mac, like other minif- 
ters, coniiderii^ the King's neceflities and his will, 
more than what is reafonabkiand the law of right, 
immediately fu^efted to him, that as there were 
properly two provinces of Munfter, and hismajefty 
received tribute but from one, he ihould demand it 
for the other ; and ^ cafe of refufal, march his ar- 
my mto it, and levy the tribute with his troops. 

The treafurer's advice, fo agreeable to the King's 
fituation and preient fentiments, was no fooner 
given than^ taken. Cormac inftantly made a de^ 
mand of the tribute from the Kbg of Munfter, 
which had been detained firom him, he faid, unjuft- 
ly, and a great arrear was due. To this demand, 
which was received with as much contempt as fur* 

Vol. I. X prize^ 
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prize, the King of Munfter replied, that none of 
the Monarchs of Ireland had ever required an addi- 
tional tribute from the province, on account of an 
old divifion that had been made of it, and he would 
not diftrefs his fubjedts by raifjng new contributions 
which they had no right to pay. The Monarch, 
being incenfed with this bold retufal, took the other 
part of his minifter's advice ; and with great expedi- 
tion marched his army into the province of Munfter, 
where he encamped. The provincial Y^\v%^ being 
not unprepared, fat down with his forces m the 
fiffht of Cor m a c *s camp, not fearing to try the iffue 
of a battle with him.- 

Into this ftory there is foifted a very wondrous 
tale of the Ikill and inchantments of the Druids in 
each army ; in order, no doubt, to poflefs their 
countrymen with an high opinion and efteem of the 
power and importance of their holy leaders, 
as well as to enliven the hiftory with woi^- 
der and furprize. At the fame time there- 
fore, that we acquit the Bard' who invent-^ 
ed it in that age of darknefs and fuper- 
ftition, we muft condemn Dr. Keating who 
relates it to us in thefe days for ferious hif- 
* tory. Indeed his relating it to us from 

the ancient records has anfwered one end; 
for which we ought to forgive him : it has 
furniflied us with a proof, from the hiftory 
of Ireland itfelf, of the antiquity of that hif- 
tory, and of the exiftence of letters before 
the introdudtion of Chriftianity. For though 
in the time of Druidifm, it was natural to 
take every opportunity of difpl^ying the. power 
of that order, yet this was abfurd and jncon- 
ftent / in Chriftian Annalifts, and could not 
therefore be foifted in by them ; nor the^ 
hiftory be the prodndtion of later ages, as 
our candid criticks all feem to contend. 

But 
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But laying the whole fable afide, what remains 
of the real ftory is only this : that the King of 
Munfter being encouraged greatly by his troops, . 
drew them out and offered battle to the Monarch of 
Ireland i who diftrufting the courage or fidelity of 
his army, retreated in great diforder, and with the 
-utmoft precipitation, without ftriking a blow. He ' 
was however purfued fo clofely by the Memdhians, 
that he was overtaken, and -obliged to capitulate in 
order to fave himfelf from deftrudlion. He deli- 
vered up hbftages immediately of fome of the'chief 
of his nobility, 'till he had repaired all the loffes the 
people of Munfter had fuftained from the depreda- 
tions of his army, du;;ing the timp they were in the 
province, fn this diflionourable manner ended the 
expeditionof CoRMAC into Munfter ; from whence 
the reader will learn, how little fbvereign power the 
Monarehs of Ireland, either had, or could exercife 
over the provincial Kings. He may learn alfo, that t 
wjien minifters advife, and Princes purfue mea- 
fures difagreeable to their fubjedls, without a 
certainty of fi|ccefs,diigrace and difafFeftion will be 
the confequen^e/ 

Not long after this defeat, it happened that a 
perfon of the firft diftiridlion in the kingdom had 
upon fome account or other -»-not related — fallen 
into the difpleafure of the Monarch of Ireland. 
Great application was made to reftore him again to 
favour, but in vain. The King remained deaf to 
all entreaties, till Angus, of the royal line, not on- 
ly interceded for the delinquent, but alfo offered 
to become a furety for his fidelity and good conduft 
in the time to come. The King was moved with 
the interceffion of his favourite Angus, and con- 
sented to accept of the conditions offered. But this 
reconciliation, fo much defired in general at the 
court of CoRMAC, was very difegreeable to 
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one of his jfons ; a Prince of ftrong paQions and of 
very little defert. 

What the grounds of his hatred were we are not 
informed.; but re^dlefs of his father's honour and 
of his own royal birth, the firft time that the chief 
who had been in difgrace appeared at court, under 
the fanftion of Cor mac's pardon, the Prince 
caufed violent hands to be laid upon him, and put 
out both his eyes. So mean a piece of treachery, in 
^ the fon of a King whofe forgivenefe had been an- . 
, nounced, muft neceflarily roufe the ipirit of An- 

G u s who had become refponfible for his friend ; 
and who had confequently, in the reconciliation 
that he had procured, the honour of the Monarch 
for his fafe-conduct. No (boner therefore was he 
informed of the bafenefe and barbarity exercifed 
upon his friend, and perhaps fufpedling the King 
himfelf to have been concerned in it, than he fum- 
moned all the forces he had any intereft iij, and 
with more refentment than prudence marched in- 
llantly to Tara, to ehaftife the infolcnce of the 
Prince, and to do juftice to his injured friend* 

Whether we fuppofe Cor m a c to have connived 
at the perfidy of his fon or not — for the hiftory is 
filent in this point— yet we may fuppofe that he 
was alarmed at fuch a precipitate rebellion in a fa* 
vourite chief, as it viras impoffible to forefee what it 
) might end in : and we are told, that he colle<fted 
his troops with all poflible expedition, in order to 
cruih it before it (houldgetjoa he^d. But An- 
gus, beiqgenflamed with a thirft of vengeance, 
'was too quick for the Monarch ; and in his firft at- 
tempt of violence againft the houfe of Tara, he 
flew the Prince with his lance as he ftood by the fide 
of hi;5 father ; and in the feme rencounter, throw- 
ing his javelin at the head of the King,, he ftruck 
out one of Cor m a c *s eyes. The Monarch, being 

rather 
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rather irritated than difmayed with thefe misfor- 
' tunes, and having a good force about him, made a 
terrible flaughter of the troops of Angus ; from 
which the chief himfelf efcaped with difficulty. He 
was obliiged afterwards to take refuge, with his two 
brothers his confederates, in the court of Ollioll 
Olum their relaticai, at that time King of 
Munfter. 

Though CoRMAC had thus totally fupprefTed 
the rebellion that had been raifed againft him, yet ^^^^^-^^ 
having loft one of his eyes, and it not being thought ^ ^ ^ ^ 
decent or propitious in thofe days for any man to * 
be a Monarch who had a perfonal blemirfi, he was 
contented to deliver up the reins of government, 
and to retire to a mean little houfe at Anacoil, in 
the neighbourhood of the palace of Tara. In this * 

retirement he fpent the remainder of his life, which 
lafted feveral years ; more happy in himfelf un- 
doubtedly than amidft all his grandeur and cares of 
ftate ; and perhaps not lefs a fi^iend and benefactor 
to his people <han when he fwayed the fceptre.* For 
CoRM AC, who was the greateft philofopher of their 
nation, was perhaps the greateft legiflator of all 
their Kbgs : And to a man of fuch a turn of mind, 
it could not be mortifying nor uneafy, to lay down 
the hurry and the pomp of royalty, which he 
muft be feted enough with in three and twenty 
years. On the other hand we may fuppofe, 
that it was pleafmgto him to enjoy that privacy and 
leifure, which were adapted to fuch fftidies as his 
genius and inclinations favoured. 

Here it was therefore that he drew up " a Book 
of Advice to Kings," for the ufe of his fon CAR- 
B r y then his fucceffor on the throne ; which Ke a t- 
iNG and O Flaherty mention as extant in their 
time ; and of which the former fays, " that it was 
fuch a teftimony of Cor mac's learning and politi- 

X 3 cal 
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cal knowledge, as is worthy to be infcribed in golden 
charafters, for the information of Princes, and as 
a perfeifl ftandard of policy to all j^es." In this 
retirement, he alfo wrote a book relating to crimes 
agaioft the laws ; and aflifted in a larger work 
which treated of the meafure of obedience due to 
Kings ; of warjdfliips, patronages, and privileged 
places ; of the punifliment of offenders in the cafe 
of blood ; and of the forms in which all forts of 
pads and treaties ftiould be reduced into writing. - 
Another part of this work was wrote by Cor mac 
and revifed and added to by his fon, and treats of 
feveral laws concerning fea and land [a.} Will it 
f be any longer doubted after this whether the anci- 
' ent native Irilh had any philofophy, literature, or 
arts in their pagan flate ? Will any eriticks in this 
country any longer cpnfidently affert, that the Irifli 
had not the ufe of lett:ers 'till after the arrival of St. 
Patrick, and the Vfonverfion of the ifland to 
Chrillianity ? ought w^ not rather to take fhame to 
ourfelves, that we have hitherto always treated that 
ancient people with fuchxlliberal contempt j who 
jhad the flart of the Britons K)r many ages, in arts 
and fciences, in learning and ift laws ? 

Important as fuch fubjefts as thefe were in them- 
felves and uleful to the (late, yet thefe were not the 
only fubjeds which employed the great mind of 
Cor MAC In the leifure which he enjoyed after his 
retreat from government, he Had an opportunity of 
giving an unbounded fcope to his inqufitive genius ; 
and from ftudying and obferving the ways of men, 

he 

[a] Thefe books, it is well known, were with many 
others, more ancient a6 well as modern, relating to their 
laws, in the colfeftion of Mr. Macpherbiss of the county 
of Sligo 5 who fell a facrifice to party rage, in the year fix- 
teen hundred and fevtnty, and whofe papers had not ae 
l^etter f^te. 


Book V. O F I R E L A N D. 285 

he was naturally led to contemplate on the works of 
God. With the parts and learning that he was 
pofleffed of, it was no wonder that hefliould difco-« 
ver the errors of paganifm ; though it was the reli- ' 
gion of his country in which he had been educated, 
and hitherto acquiefced in. As (bon as he had con- 
vinced himfelf of the exiftence of one fupreme, om- 
nipotent, and eternal being, he openly exclaimed 
^ainfl the corruptions of the Druids, and their ab- 
ford and ridiculous fyilems of polytheifm. He 
baniflied all the rites and inftruments of idolatry 
from his houjfe, and applied himfelf with zeal to 
improve in the difcovery that he had thus hap- 
pily made. But as this was laying the axe to 
the root, and diredlly ftriking at the authority 
and the temporal intereft of the Druids, fo it is 
eafy to conjedlure, that the whole order would 
take the alarm. 

Though CoRMAC was no longer the monarch 
of Ireland, yet his influence among the people, 
whom he had ruled fo many years with the greateft 
ability, muft be as confiderable as ever ; and as his 
fon then filled the throne and would probably im- 
bibe his notions, fo it was to be feared, that by vio^ 
lence or perfuafion, the religion ot the country 
would be overturned ; and if their lives were fpared 
in the firft emotions of zeal, which Was the beft 
they had to hope for, j[et that the order would be 
extinguifhed, and their power with. it. Under 
thefe apprehenfions, which were certainly not ill 
founded, they exerted all their Ikill to recover 
Cqrmac ; and fince he refufed to come to the 
* worfliip of the golden calf which they had fet up, 
they brought the idol to him. 

Having received intelligence of the time which he 
ufed to fet apart for his devotions, fome of the chief 
Dxuids brought it into his prefence, and according 
IP their ufual cuftom fell down before it j paying 
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divine honour to it^ and entreating Cor mac to jcnn 
with them. But the King was not to be moved. 
They demanded therefore to Icnow the reafon why 
he woyld not continue in the religion of his ance^ 
tors, and why he refuied to conform to the efta- 
bliihed worfhip of the golden calf ^ he anfwered^ 
that it wa3 unworthy of a rational being to adore a 
brute, and much qiore a 1<^ of wood that was f a- 
fliionedby the workman, who wasfurely \dk able to 
make a God than to create himfelf ; and therefore 
that he (hould dk^^ his devotion to that omnipo- 
tent and Inviiible being who made both the work- 
na(an and the tree. 

Having no rqply ready to this reafoning, the idol 
was conveyed away in fullen filence ; and upon an 
after-thought was brought a^in, drefled out in 
the moft fplendid magnificent robes, and oma- 
inented with the richeft jewels. The King was 
then deiired to look upon it, and no longer to re* 
ifi^ his worftiip of a cfcity thus fumptuoufly array^' 
ed, and which was the Goo his fathers had wor^ 
ihipped ip that ifland. But Coa mac had convince 
ed himfelf of the abfurdities of Idolatry, upon prin- 
ciples of reaibn too Juil and (olid to be (hook with 
their fuperibtious toUy : And had he lived but a 
little longer, it is prdbaUe that Paganifm would 
have been eztmd m Ireland before the introdu£tion 
of Chriftianity, and that the originid tl^olc^ and 
patriarchal wor(hip would have l^en redorad. Btit 
m the evening of that day on which this converfar 
tion pafTed, he was choaked vnth a bone of the (al- 
pion which he had for Iris fupper. 

There is nodiingmarvellousatall infuchadeajth, 
as the reader muft acknowledge : but in order to 
jfupport the truth of Pagani(^i, to pxtingiiifh the 
errors of Cor mag, and to illuftrate the divine 
aiithprity of the Druids^ all the records aflure us, 
that thi^ was efFedted by their enchaotroents ; 

though 
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though ibme of them fay^ that infeornai fidids were 
raifed by the power o£ the Pagan prieflsy vfho iet 
upon the Kif^ uid ftrangle^ him. Th^ is aoodier 
internal proctf of the truth and antiquity of this his- 
tory, and that it is not the work of later ages. 
Neither is it to be wondered at» that fiich a tsde 
ihould impofe upon the Pagan Iriih in diofe days of 
darknefs, whenKBATiNG relates it for matter of 
fad. In this manner ended the life of the great 
Cor Mac O'Con; who broug^it philofophy, law^ 
and learning in Ireland, to as hi^ a pitch perhaps 
as Heathen lights could af!brd : And though he did 
not live long enough to propagate Tfaeifm amoiffi; his 
countrymen, yet the report of his defe^on from 
the eftablifhed faith had caufed doubts and fcruplea 
in the minds of many ; which were probably coa^ 
tinued through fucceeding generations, and io 
hdped to pave the way for the iatrodudtion of 
Chriftianity. There is a ihort charafter given of 
Cor MAC, in an ancient manuicript of tmdoubted 
authenticity, as I am informed, which confirms aU 
tlmt has been faid of him ; and which, though it 
&Us Ihort of the eksquence and energf of the origin 
nal, may be thus tranflated. ^ Cormac was 
magnificent in his^ liberality : he excelled as a go^ 
vernour, and as a philofopher : a- mpoft equitable 
ju^e in public ; in private a fnend, a com*' 
pankm." 

In a work of this kind, it would be unpardonable 
to omit an account of the Irifh Militia, fo mudi ce- 
lebrated in other nations and hiftories; and in the 
reignof CoRMAC, this Iwdy of heroes was m the 
heigjht of their ^ory and military renown. The 
aame of thdr dnef commander was Fink, the 1km 
of Com HALL, menti<»ied above, who married a 
daughter of the Monarch's : but this bcahg a gay 
jMtdy^ or it may be having ^ven ber heart before tb 
. * ' anotjwqr 
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another hero, ihe foon made an elopement with 
him, and the lovers ended their days in wretched* 
nefs and obfcurity. Such will always be the fate 
of connexions that are formed againft reaibn, truth, 
and honour : and yet fo deceitful is the human 
heart, that fcarcely any thing but experieince can. 
teach us not to prefer what gladdens it for the pre- 
fent, to what would afterwards afford us a much 
more real pleafure. The daughter of Cor mac 
having behaved in z manner fo unworthy of her- 
felf, her family, and her hufband, the King, hav* 
ing another ftill unntiarried, beftowed her upon 
Finn, as a recompence for her lifter's infidelity, 
with whom he enjoyed all the pleafures of a connu- 
bial and domeftic life. From this hero,x fb renown- 
ed for philofophy as well as arms, the military corps 
which he conunandod took the name of ^^ Fiana 
•* Erion ;" and thcfe were the trained bands or 
(landing army of the kingdom. . « 

Many places in the ifland retain to this day the 
names of ibme of the leaders of this famous body 
of men: and whole voliunes of poetical fi£tions 
have been grafted upon their exploits. Keating 
owns that thefe fonnets were not intended for real 
hiftory, but to enliven the work and relieve the 
reader : The manufcript which I have, after giving 
a particular account ot Finn*s defcent, his inherit- 
ance, his acquifitions from the King of Leinfter, 
and his great military command, immediately adds, 
** but the reader muft not expe6l to meet here with 
fuch (lories of him and his heroes as the vulgar 
Irilh have — for they are no other than commanders 
which their poets penned in after days in their 
names — :but only what I find mentioned of them in 
their hiftories." The words of the writer are given 
for the fake of accuracy ; and it is eafy to gather 
from them, that the names of Finn and hisherpea 
having been much celebrated by tradition, (bpie of 

the 
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the Bards who lived when thefe days of heroifm were 
over, took the names of thefe champions for the he- 
roes of their fonnets [^]. It would howevei* be 
very unjuft, and contrary to the candour allowed 
always to fuch ancient writings, nay it would be ^ 
contrary to criticifin, torejedl the authority of the 
whole relation, on account of fome poetical fidlions 
that were only intended to embellifh it. Let us turn 
then to the hiftory of this military eftabliftiment ; 
and there are few things at this ancient period in 
the Irifli chronicles which are more worthy of 
notice. 

The conftant number of this ftanding army in 
times of peace, when there were no difturbances at 
home, nor any want of /their affiftance to their 
allies abroad, were nine thoufand men, divided 
equally into three battalions. But in cafe of any 
apprehenfions of a confpiracy or* rebellion againft the 
'" Monarch, or if there was any neceffity for trans- 
porting a body of troops to Scotland in order to de- 
fend their allies the Dailriadas, it was in the power 
of Finn, the Generaliffimo, to encreafe his forces 
to (even battalions of three thoufand each. Every 
battalion was commanded by a Colonel ; every 
hundred men by a Captain ; an officer in the na- 
• ture of a Lieutenant was fet over every fifty ; and 
a Serjeant refembling the Decurio of the Romans 
was at the head of every five and twenty. When 
they were drawn out for adion, every hundred 

men 

[h] The epic poem called Fingal, and publifhed in 1763, 
was probably compofed in tbis manner, and mutilated after 
by the Caledonians, in order to give the honour of its he- 
roes to their own country ; or originally compofed by a 
Caledonian Bard with the fame intent. Innumerable fables 
of Finn and his heroes— fuch as thefe which are called 
Ossian's — perhaps not fo well and fo artfuly worked up, 
abound ftill among the defcendents of that famous people ^ 
which yet ever^ one of common fenfe could diftinguiih 
from their chronicles and other moi^uments of real ftory. 
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men were diftributed into ten files, with ten of 
courfe in each ; and the leader of the file gave the 
word to the other nine. As it was thought a great 
honour to be a member of this invincible body of 
troops, their General was very ftrid in the qualifi- 
cations which he infifted upon as eiTential to an 
adntuilion in it. Thefe qualifications appear exag- 
gerated by the hiftorians, to a degree of the marvel- 
lous, if not impoflible ; neither are they related 
clear of confufion and ambiguity. The reader may 
take the following as the moft authentic. 

The parents or near relations of every candidate 
for the militia, were to giye fecurity that they 
would not attempt to revenge his death, but leave 
it to his fellow fiJdiers to do hirtijuftice. He muil: 
have a poetical genius, and be well acquainted 
at leaft with the twelve bodks of poetry. He was 
to (land at the diflance of nine riches of land with 
only a flick and target, and nine foldiers were to 
throw their javelins at him at once, from which 
he was to defend himfelf unhurt, or be rejefted. 
He was to run through a wood with his hair plat- 
ted, purfued by a company of the militia, die 
breadth of a tree only being allowed before them at 
letting out, without being overtaken or his hair 
falling loofe about him. He was to have a ilrong* 
arm, and to be able to hold his weapons ifceady 
without ihaking. He was to leap over a tree as 
high as iiis forehead, and eafily floop under 
another that was as low as his knees. Thefe 
qualifications being proved, he was then to take an 
oath of allegiance to tha King, and of fidelity to 
Finn his commander in chief 

The reader will judge of the propriety of moft of 
thefe qualifications j but this was not every thing 
that was required, in order for an admiffion into this 
jUuftrious corps. Every foldier, it is laid, before he 
lyas enrolled, was obliged to fubferibe the following 

articles. 
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articles. ^ That if ever he was difpofed, to marry, 
he would not conform to the mercenary cuftom 
of requiring a portion with his wife : but without 
regard to her fortune, he would choofe a woman 
for her virtue, her courteiy and gpod manners : 
That he would never offer violence to a woman, or 
attempt toravifti her : That he would be charitable 
and relieve the poor who defired meat and drink, 
as far as his abilities would permit : And that he 
would not turn his back, nor refofe to fight with 
nine men of any other nation that ftiould fet upon 
him and offer him violence. Thefe were the terms 
of being a (bldiei; in the militia of Ireland under 
Finn ; and whilft thefe were infUled upon and 
obferved, the body was invincible ; a terror to 
rebels at home, and to enemies abroad. 

In the times of profound peace, they were re- 
quired to defend the inhabitants againil the attempts 
of thieves and robbers ; to quell riots and infurrec- 
tions ; to levy fines, and fecure eftates that were 
forfeited for the ufe of the crown j in fhort to 
fuppre& all (editions and traiterous pradtiies in their 
bqginning; and to appear under arms when any. 
breach of the peace or emergencies of the flate 
required it. They had no fubfifkence mon^f rom 
the Monarchs but diiring the Syinter half year, 
when they were billeted upon the country and dif- 
peried in quarters. During the other part of the 
year, from the firft of May to November, thqf 
were encamped about the fields, and were obltged 
to fifh and hunt for their iupport. This was not 
only a great eafe to the Monarch and his (libjedbs^ 
but it iiiured the troops to fatigue, preferved.thraii 
in health apd vigour, an4 accuftoniued tfaemtolie 
•broad in die fi^ : smd in a country'wiiich abound*- 
ed fe much widi venifony fifli, and fowl as Irdsmd 
did^ it was* no odier htfdflup than was projper to 
^lifiraC1dldM% tQ be obii^fid m di^aw their fub- 
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jiftencc in the fiunmer feafon from thofe arti- 
cles. 

They made but one meal in four and twenty 
hours, which was always in an evening ; and befides 
the common method of roafting their meat before 
the fire, they had another, very remarkable, which 
they feem moft to have pradtifed. The places 
which they chofe to encamp in were always in the 
neighbourhood of water ; where great fires were 
made in order to heat fome large ftones for Ibdden- 
ing of their meat. Here large pits were dug, into 
which they threw a layer of ftones when they were 
red hot, and then a layer of flelh covered up in fed- 
ges or rufhes ; then another courfe of ftones and 
another of flefli, *till the pit was full, or their 
quantity of meat was finiftied. While thpir food 
was ftewing in this rnanner, they waftied their 
Pleads and necks and other parts of their bodies, *tiU 
they had cleanfe^ themfelves from the fweat and 
duft occaiioned by their hunting ; and this con- 
tributed as much to take off their fatigue jis it did 
to promote their health and cleanlinefe. When 
they were drefled, and their meat was ready, they 
began their meal by uncovering the pits and taking 
out their food ; of which they eat very large quan- 
tities with great chearfulnefe and Ibciability . 

If their exercife had led them, as it often did, to 
too great a diftance to return to their camp, as focHi 
as dinner was ended they er6<fled little temporary 
tents or booths, in which their beds were laid 
out and conftrudted with great exadlnefe. Next 
the ground were placed the finalleft branches of 
trees, upon which was ftrewed a large quantity of 
mofe from: fome of the adjacent. woods; or bogs, and 
over all wcrcArewed bundles of ruflies which mf^ie 
a very commodious lodging ; and which in.the Qid 
manufcr^ts are called ?^tt;he thr4e »beds ofvtlje iVifti 
militia". The marks 6lf> thtk fif ep^ cbnt|0u^4if:^ 

in 
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in the earth in many parts of the ifland to this day : 
and when the hufbaridnian turns up any black burnt 
earth with his plow, as they often do, he immedi- 
ately knows the occafion of it ; and even now that 
foil is called by the name of ^^Fulacht Finn." 
The militia were as much' under difcipiline when 
encamped thus in the fummer as when they were in 
quarters ; and they were at ftated times obliged to 
perform their military exercife. Befides thefe regu- 
lations for the army, th^ celebrated Finn, who 
was as great a philofopher as a general, drew up 
feveral axioms of jurifprudence, which were incor- 
porated into the celeftial judgments for the govern- 
ment of the ftate. I (hall now reiume the thread of 
the narration. 

Though CoRM AC Kved feven years after he had 
refigned the crown, yet I chofe to give the hiftory 
of him entire till his death, as it was but ftiort, 
rather than to break it into pieces ; efpecially fince 
it was unconnected, and the fliflferent dates, if they 
could have been afcertained, would be totally im- 
mateirial. Whether this Monarch infifted upon his 
Ion's fucceeding hint iii the throne, or whether he 
" waved his pret6nfions in favour of Achy Gunad,' 
the hiftory does notinform us : itiiHly tells us that 
he was his fucceflor, and before the end of the year 
that he was affaffinated, when CARiRvtiFFEC ar 
thefon of CoRMAc became Monarch of Ireland. 
But what the hiftorians have left in this obfcurity 
my riianufcript hath cleared up. It is there faid, 
that CoRMAC refigned the reigns of^goverment 
to his fon, who executed the kingly office 'till the 
death of his father ; [when Achy GtrNAD of the 
line of Heremon, afTurtldd' the crown, which he, 
polTcfled* about a year. This acdount has all the 
appearance of probability, and it is not cbntradi^ked 
by any pf tbofe wWch are printed. 

How 
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How it happened that Carbry had not intereft 
or power enough to retain the cxowq at his father's 
death, which he had been in pofleOioii of at leaft as 
a deputy for (even years, all accounts are filent. 
But perhaps it is a coi}jedure authorifed by the 
tinies and their form of gpvernment, that Acht 
was the Roydamna chofe^^ in the life of Gorm ac, 
to be his fucceflbr on the throne ; and this conjec- 
ture will folve the difficulty* Wfe muft however be 
content with what we meet with : and though the 
iecret motives and iprings of adion are the life of 
hiftory, yet thefc are not to be looked for in old an- 
nals i which — as I have faid in the Preface — were 
only portable extracts made from the larger works in 
their archieves, eafily to be circulated, and fre- 

3uently copied, and have been therefore preferved 
irougn aU revolutions. The reafons of ftate which 
determine the adtbns of princes, or their private 
pailions which perhaps do it much more frequently, 
are fometimes to be collected from the ruling 
manners, the genius of the times^ or fome promi- 
nent figures, which enable us ta trace the reft : and 
where mis' is done, without refinements unfdpported 
by fads, , it diftiriguiflies the hiftprian from the an- 
lialift; but where it cannot be done, thou^ the 
hiilorian imy be pitied, yet be isibot to be blamed. 
We are now in.one of thofe coniedures j and the 
reader muft therefore take tnii^& as he find^ 
them. 
A D 270 '^^ whatfoever caufe it was owing that Carbry 
LiFFEc AR^ did not continue to hold the. reikis of 
/ government which he had in his hands at the death 
of his fat^er^ it k v:ery cert^ that he refumied them 
within a jear, when Ach^y Gunai>' was killed. 
The plhiloibphical education which Cor mac had 
given his ion was not without. dSfed. He reviied- 
the books of laws, improved,, and added to them : 
neither in his perfonal condud did he ihew himfelf 

unworthy 
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unworthy of his great defcent. In the reign of 1 
this Monarch, the Irilh had firft the name of Scots^ S 
and their country Scotia, given them by the Britons ; i 
the reafon of which has been affigned in the Intro- ■ 
dudtion : and notwithftanding the feveral attempts 
of many hiftorians of North Britain, to prove thefe ; 
names to be meant of their firft progenitors, yet thei r . 
beft writers allow, that their defcent and origine was 
from Ireland, and that their own country was called 
** Scotia minor" to diftinguifti it from Ireland, which 
had the name of " Scotia major." Notwithftanding - 
the great qualifications and the prudent adminiftra- 
tion of the reigning Monarch, yet he was not with- 
out his troubles. After the death of Finn, the 
great General of the Militia, his family fell into'great 
diflentions ; probably on a competition for that 
command, becaufe his father and grandfather had 
it before him. But this is only conjedture. The 
one fide had a powerful ally in the King of Con- 
naught, and the other fide, at the head of which 
was Ossi AN the fon of Finn, was protected by his 
fifter's huft)and, the King of Munfter. 

Whatever was the occafion of their difference, it 
raged with great violence for feveral years, and at 
laft produced a civil war. The Oflian faftion, for 
fbme reafon or other, had revolted from the Mo- 
narch, who made the King of Connaught his Gene- 
ral ; and therefore Carbry, tho' Ossian was 
his nephew, took. the fide againft him. The quar- 
rel was too great, notwithftanding their near alliances, 
to be decided any other way than by arms ; which 
each fide prepared for with their utmoft force. 
The fatal battle was joined at Gabra, in which the 
Monarch was flain and the King of Connaught 
wounded on one fide ; and the King of Munfter 
and Oscar the fon of Ossian were killed on tlhe 
other. Thus fell Carbry Liffecar, a wife and 
valiant Prince, after filling the throne of Ireland 
feventeen years with great honou r. The two fons , 
Vol. I. Y of 
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of Mac-CcJnn fuccecded hini^ reigning with equal 
power ; which the Antiquaries confidering as an 
oligarchy, have excluded thefe heroes from the 
number of their Monarchs ; neither was their reign 
of a year's duration : for the younger brother fell 
by the hands of die elder, who did not chofe a part- 
ner on the throne ; and the elder was foon depofed 
and flain in battle by the militia of the kingdom, as 
being of the line of It h . 

The fucceflbr to the crown, after this ftiort in- 
FiACH.IIterniption, was Fiacha Srabtine the fon of 

7 Carbky Liffecar of the old Heremonian (lock ; 

• ^- *97 j^jj^ y^ho^ notwithftanding fome uneafmeffes created 
him by his brother's fons, fat upon the thrcme of 
his anceftors thirty years., He had married a 
daughter of a Prince of Wales, by whom he had a 
fon of eminent virtues and valour, and who in the 
life time of his father became a King of Connaught; 
whde name waa Muredach Tireach. He 
difcovered a military genius in his early youth : and 
having applied himfelf conflantly to nxartial ftudies 
in times of peace, and ^king the fidki upon all 
occafions in which the troops were employed in 
atftion, he foon acquired thofe abilities which expe- 
rience can only teach ; and his renown was anfwer- 
able to his merit. This acquired him the poft of 
King of Connaught, as well as Generaliffimo of his 
father's army. In this command he acquitted 
himfelf againft the King of Muffler, with equal 
capacity, bravery and fuccefs. The higher his re- 
putation rofe in arms, the more he became endear- 
ed to his father ; who did him all the honours, and 
gave him all the emoluments, that was in his 
power. 

The favourite of a Monarch mufl neceflarily 
have his enemies, let his merit be ever lb great, or 
his condud ever fo unexceptionable ; and next to 
the llation of a Monarch itfclf is of all ftations in 

life 
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life the leaft to be envied. But if a favourite (hould 
be — as fometimes favourites have been^^-of no 
merit, of fmall abilities, and of a condudl haughty 
and reproachable, how much foever their creatures 
may flatter themfelves, they will foon get a tumble, 
or their mafter muft be content to perifti with them. 
Of this we have many inftances in the Englifti his- 
tory ; which ftiews us that nothing but their own 
experience will teach men to prefer their real good 
to the views, of avarice or ambition. Bnt in the 
cafe before us, the favourite was the Son of the Mo- 
narch ; not a fubjeft equalled or furpaflcd by a hun- 
dred others in merit and pretenfions ; a General of 
confununate abilities and unparalleled fuccefs, to 
whom the royal favour in its utmoft extent, one 
would think, could not be repined at j a General 
and a Prince too, who had very greatly ferved, if 
he had not ablblutely faved the flate : And yet what 
pains were taken to rob him of his fair fame,to mifre- 
prefent his beft anions, and to exaggerate thofe that 
were the leaft prudent ! In Ihort nothing lefe would 
' iatisfy his enemies than his own or his father's 
ruin. 

Fi ACHA had reigned now thirty years in great 
tranquillity : and though we read of no great im- 
provements made in law or government in his time, 
yet we read of no oppreifion nor mifrule. Scenes 
of public adion, conqueft, and military glory, ari? 
indeed the fcenes which enliven hiftory the moft of 
any ; but they are not the fcenes in which wife and 
good men would choofe |o pafs away their lives. It 
was greatly and humanely faid by Scipio, that he 
had rather fave the life of a fmgle citizen than de- 
ftroy a thoufand enemies ; and the expreflion has 
been celebrated in all ages fince. The reign of this 
Monarch therefore, though for the moft part flHl 
and peaceful, yet was happy tohiipfelfandall his 
fubje^s. The great favour (hewq, his fon, and the 
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prodigious honours which the Prince acquired, were 
objefts of too much envy for wicked men to bear. 
At the head of their enemies were the three Coll a 's 
fons of the Monarch's brother, to whom all the 
praifes given to Mured a ch were as fo many ftabs 
in the heart ; and of whofe power, if he (hould 
fucceed his father, they had no fmall apprehenfions, 
on account of fome indignities which in their malice 
they had put upon him. Animated with thefc fen- 
timents they formed a confpiracy ^ith fome of the 
King's officers and other chiefs of their own train, 
to deftroy the Monarch and his fon and feize on the 
crown themfelves. I omit the tale of a Druids 
prophecy on this occafion ; given evidently by the 
Irifh Bard to raife their credit among the people, 
and copied by Keating very gravely. The King 
being informed of the treachery of his nephews, and 
being then at the head of fome of his troops, fought 
the enemy and gave them battle. But as the batde 
is not always to the ftrong nor favour to men of 
Ikill, fo the Monarch loft his life, and the eldeft 
Coll a fucceeded him on the throne. The great 
merit, the fame, and the juft pretenfions of the 
Prince, who was extremely irritated at this confpi- 
racy, made the throne uneafy to Col la the whole 
time he poffefled it. But at the end of four years, 
the Prince attacked him with fuch a.fuperior force 
that he drove the three Coll a 's and three hundred 
of their principal followers into Albania ; their mo- 
thei" being a Princefs of that country. This, I be- 
lieve, is the firft inftance of a Monarch of Ireland 
being depofed without lofing his life ; and the rea- 
fon of this we ai^e not told in any other man- 
ner. '\ 
Mure- The fuperior gerliius of Mured ach having thus 
DACH. obtained him the full poffeffion of the throne, he 
fet himfelf about eftablifliing the general tran- 
A. D. 33 * quillity and the pUblick happinefs. Thefe he ef- 
fected 
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fe<5ted with great fuccefs ; and his care of govern- 
ment was repaid in the reputation and efteem which 
he acquired among his people. Before three years 
were expired, the Col la's, his kinfmen, who had 
rebelled againft his father and been the occafion of 
his death, either tired of the court and country of 
Albania, or defiring to end their days in their na- 
tive land, were determined tp put every thing to . 
the hazard as to their future lot. But in order 
to convince the Monarch that they came with no 
ill intention, but rather threw themfelves upon his 
mercy, they were attended with lefs than thirty of 
their followers who had lived in exile with them. 
They no fooner landed on the Irifti coaft, than they 
marched direftly to the palace where the Monarch 
had his refidence. Having made a proper fubmif- 
fion and acknowledgment of their fault, the King 
received them courteoufly, congratulated them on 
their return, and aflured them that if their conduft 
merited his favour, they ftiould find the good 
efFedts of it. For what was pad, he told them, 
th.at as clemency was one of the brighteft jewels in 
the crowns of Princes, he jfhould' forgive them, and 
leave their punifhment to the God s and their own 
refleftion. The Princes being furprized and 
charmed with fuch a reception, were determined to 
wipe off their paft difgrace by the moft unexcepti- 
onable behaviour ; and after a ftiort trial of their 
fincerity, the Monarch gave them appointments 
fuitable to their rank, and the fornier con^mands 
which they had in the army. 

In thefe polls oftruftand honour the Collars 
continued for fome years enjoying and meriting 
the Monarch's favour : But as thefe appointments 
were only temporary and each of the Princes had a 
family, the King recommended to them to confider 
of fome provifion to be made for their children, 
^hen they themfelves Ihould be taken out of the 
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world. He not only aifured them that they might 
always depend upon his affifUnce^but he al(o ofFered 
them a number of his troops to efFedluate any at- 
tempts which they (hould make in order to obtain 
a fetdement for dieir defcendents. The difficulty 
was to find out a country to which they had any 
pretence ; for they had no title to any poffeffions 
warranted by law, and they had no quarrel fubfifting 
with any of the provincial fbvereigns that could 

five a colour to a rupture with them. But as the 
cads of Princes arc very fruitful of invention on 
fuch occafions, and their hearts make no refiftance, 
it was fbon recolleded that the province of Ulfter 
had formerly put a great indignity on their family, 
in the perfon of Cor mac one of their anceftors ; 
whofc beard they had infarooufly burnt at a public 
feaft, and whom they baniflied afterwards out of 
the province. This offence, it is true, was near an 
hundred years ago, in which neither the prefent 
K'ng nor inhabitants of Ulfler had any fhare ; and 
coald not therefore in equity be made to fuffer for 
it. But equity, we know, is feldom the law of 
Princes in their in^^afions ; and therefore it was de- 
termined to pufh for a conquefl in that pro- 
vince. 

This unjuft expedition was no Iboner determined 
than it was prepared for ; and the Monarch having 
furnifhed them with an army of feven thoufand, 
which was joined by fome Danonians out of Con- 
naught, the CoLUA*s invaded Ulfler. The King 
of that province, having had notice of the prepara- 
tions that were made againfl him, was not entirely 
unprovided for his defence. As loon as the two 
armies met, a bloody battle enfued, which the 
clofe of day did not decide ; but the field was left 
to the three brothers. The next day the King of- 
fered battle again to the vidors without fuccefs, and 
without being defeated himfelf. In this manner 

the 
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the conteft continued for feveral days, 'till at lafl: a 
rible flaughter having been made of the King's 
troops, in which, he fell himfelf, the remainder 
of his army immediately quitted the field, intend- 
ing to fave themfelves by flight ; but were purfued 
with fuch fury and carnage by . the vidors, that 
fcarce any of the provincial forces efcaped the fword. 
Sated with this bloodftied, and intoxicated with 
their fuccefs, the Collars marched diredly to 
Eamania the palace of the UUler Kings ; which, 
as ibon as they had plundered, they fet on fire. 
In a people who intended the conqueft of the pro- 
vince as a fettlement for themfelves and their pof- 
terity, the deftruftion of this palace — which the 
reader has been told in the Introdudion, was the 
only piece of architedtonical magnificence then in 
the ifland — which had fubfilled almoft feven. hun- 
dred years, and which might be of the fame ufe to 
them as to their predeceflbrs, feems a ftrange infa- 
tuation ; and to be accounted for only by that fa- 
yage fiercenels inipired by blood and vidtory, 
which extinguilhes or overpowers reafon in the hu- 
man mind. When the l^rothers had made a tho- 
rough conqueft of the country, they divided it 
among them to their mutual fatisfaftion, and to 
the content of thofe who were their chief fol- 
lowers. 

Whether any advantage was taken of the abfencc 
of the army of Mu r e d a c h by fome of his enemies, 
or whether this invafion of Ulfter, which he had 
projedked and infifted in, was refented by fome of 
his fu(bjedls — as k is highly reafonable to fuppofe— 
we are not told ; we are at a lofs, therefore, to ac- 
count for his death in batde by the hands of Col- 
BACH his fucceflbr, of the Irian line, after a peace- ^ 
ful reign of five and twenty years. His deatn how- 
ever was revenged in lefs than a year on Colb a c h, 
by his fon Achy Mqimepin \ of whom we find 
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little more than that he held the monarchy for eight 
years ; that by a WeMh Princefs which he had for a 
fecond wife, he became the father of Ni all, who 
will hereafter make a confiderable figure upon the 
throne ; that he had a battle with the King of 
Leinfter, and that he died at Tara. 
^ To this Monarch fucceeded Cr i m t h a n, of the 

Ij 'line of Heber, who enjoyed the crown thirteen 

- ' years ; and who was memorable for his expedi^ 

A. D. 366 tions into Gaul and Britain, which paid him tribute, 
and from whence h% brought feveral* prifoners and 
a great booty. That Gaul and Britain were tribu- 
taries to the Irilh Monarch may be juftly doubted, 
I believe, if not deified ; and Keating, who is 
the only hiftorian that affirms it, affirms it on the 
authority of an ancient poem, which yet, from his 
own quotation of it, will not fupport his affirma- 
tion.; the poem only relating, as an inftance of 
Crimthan's' valour, " That the Britons and 
Gauls paid him homage and confefled his fway.'* 
The Pi6ls indeed, had for a long time been tribu- 
taries to the Monarchs of Ireland ; and thefe Crim- 
TH AN took as his auxiliaries on this expedition ; but 
they paid dearly for the affiftance which they had 
given him. For on the ravages committed by 
this Monarch in Britain, the Roman general, The- 
ODosi us the elder, was fent thither to the affiftance 
of their allies ; who routed and drove the Pidls out 
of the Roman province, and having recovered 
all their plunder, delivered it to the proprietors. 
The enemy being thus retir'd beyond the two Friths, 
he fortified the neck of land which divided them ; 
and making a fifth province of the country they de- 
ferted, gave it the name of Valentia, in honour of 
Va lentini an, at that time Emperor. 

It is probable, if Cr i m th a n had lived a little lon- 
ger, that he would have revenged the caufe of his 
fellies the Pifts j for it is on all fides allowed* that 
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the Irifli were at this time (bme of the befl: troops 
in Europe. But the Monarches filler, as all his- 
torians agree, being ambitious to put the fcepter 
into the hands of her favourite fon, gave her brother 
a cup of poifon ; which, in order to prevent any 
fufpicion, Ihe firft tafled herfelf, but tafting of it 
too largely, (he fell into the fnare ihe had laid, and 
perilhed by it, as well as Crimthan. Butnot- 
withftanding all the hiftorians agree in this circum- 
ftance of his deatl^ I muft not conceal that it is 
fomehow or other an evident blunder. They tell us 
that this fitter was the firft wife of Achy Moi mo- 
din, by whom fhe had this favourite fon, and 
whom Crimthan fucceeded on the throne : They 
alfo tell us, that (he died before her hufband -, and 
yet, by this account, (he muft either have furvived 
him thirteen years during the reign of Crimth an^ 
and muft have been the Ifecond inftead of the fir(t 
wife of AcHY; or elfe it is impoffible that (he 
could thus have poifbned her brother. A miftake 
there is (bmewhere, it is very evident ; and to me 
it appears probable, it is in placing her as the firft, 
and not as the fecond wife of the former Monarch ; 
becaufe the fons of the firft Queen, as Crimthan . 
had no ilTue, would .probably be preferred before 
thofe by the fecond ; and Niall, who fucceeded, 
they all allow to have been the fon of Achy, by 
his Queen, a Britifti Prince(s. 

Ni A L L, afterwards diftingui(hed by the name of *j 
the " Nine Hoftages," of the old Heremonian '^^'^ ' 
line, wasnofooner in poffeflion of thethroneof hisA. j^ 
anceftors, than he fought to carry the terror of his 
arms abroad, and to prove himfelf worthy of his 
great defcent. The firft occafion which he had ' 
[iven him for it, was to affift their brethren, the 
>alriada in Albania, againft the ravages and in- 
curfions of the Pifts. When, the King arrived in 
that country, he changed its name to Scotia Minor, 
at the riequeft of the Dalriada's themfelves. ; in or- 
der 
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/ der to preferve their origin and deicent from Ireland, 
' then as often called by the name of Scotia Majon 
Indeed fo many colonies of the Irifli invaded Alba- 
nia from time to time, and obtamed poffeiHons and 
fettlements in that country, that it would be endlefs 
to recite them all; from whence it appears that 
the principal of the ScotiQi families were originally 
defcended from the ancient Irifh ; to whom they 
owe the nobility of their blood, and the luftre and 
eminence of their families. To confirm this, I 
will quote the teftimony of their own hiftbrian 
BucHANNAN, in the room of feveral others that 
might be produced to the (ame purpofe : " Since 
the natives of Ireland, and the colonies fent from 
thence into Scotland, were originally called Scots, 
: in order to diftitiguifli between the Irilh and thefe 
Scots, they began to call thofe tranfplanted Irifh 
by the name of Albanian-Scots." Muft we not 
conclude then, that a hiftory of the ancient ftate of 
Ireland is neceflary for underftanding the hiftory of 
the Scots ? Muft we not conclude ferther, that 
thefe people, are ofall othersr-^xcept the natives of 
the ancient ftock — the moft concerned in the vin- 
dication of the letters, polity, laws, and military 
* glory of Ireland before the conqueft ? I think 
we muft. But I (hall now return to the hiftory. 

In the ninth year of the reign of Niall, he 
he traniported a numerous army into Scotland, in 
order to be joined with the forces of that country, 
and with the Pifts whom he had reconciled ; and 
marching this formidable body into Britain, they 
devafted the country in a. moft horrible manner. 
From hence he carried them into Armorica, now 
called Bretanny ; where they plundered the inhabi- 
tants, and made a prey of two hundred children of 
ibme of the beft families in that province, which 
they brought home with their other (poil. Among 
thefe, it is faid, was Patrick, afterwards the 
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great Apoflle of the Irifh, then fixteen year/s of age ; 
and it was a cuftom of the Irilh to bring aWay cap- 
tives from the places which they invaded^ as wit* 
ncffes of their fuccefe, and to grace their triumph. 
Ni A L L, being encouraged by the number ^Qf nis 
captives, and the fuccefs of his arms m France, re* 
folved upon a fecond expedition ; but not thinking 
his own army fufficient of. itfelf for fuch an enter- 
prize, he concerted me^fores with the general of 
the Scots, tojoin him ji^n the Gallic coaft, and to 
Oiare the invafion and the plunder with the Irifh. 
Ail the preparations being made, his eager troops 
embarked on board the tranfports ; and havmg ^ 
fair wind, they were in a few days landed near 
the banks of the river Loire in GauL Here the ge- 
neral of the Dalriada's, now called Scots, found 
their ally ; and the two armies being joined, they 
committed hoftilities {o dreadful, that the inhabi- 
tants were obliged to forfake their houies and 
their efFeds, and to flie into woods and caves, to 
avoid the cruelty of the invaders. 

Whilft the two armies were thus iniquitotifly 
employed, the end of Niall, who conunanded 
them, was approaching in a manner that he little 
thought of. But in order to explain this to the rea- 
der, it is neceffary that I ftiould go a little back in 
his hiftory. The fon of a King of Leinfter, per- 
ceiving that Niall did not occupy the palace at 
Tara at his firft mounting the ^throne, as all his 
predeceffors ufually did, and being a Prince of 
great ambition, and perhaps thinking it might 
pave the way to the throne itfelf, he took it in his 
head, without any knowledge or confent of Niall, 
to poffefs himfelf of the royal palace. A week or 
more pafled before the Monarch had any notice of 
this invafion of his property by Eoch ad the Prince 
of Leinfler ; nor was it till after many difputes and 
flcirmilhes that the invader would relinquilh his 

poffeflion. 
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poffeflion. But what greatly aggravated his offence, 
and encreafed the refentment of the Monarch 
againft him, was his n^urdering the fon of a favourite 
Druid of Ni all's, IFpr fbme flight affront, whilfb 
the Prince was entertained at the father's houfe, 
and even in his fight. After this he made his cCr 
cape to Scotland, where he lived in exile till thi? 
expedition into Gaul. 

Whether he meditated a revenge on Ni all at 
the time that he defired the general of the Scots to 
let him have a command, or whether the Mo- 
narch's behaviour afterwards fuggefted the thought 
of it, we are not informed. Be this then as it may^ 
As he was a Prince of a royal houfe, and an inti- 
mate acquaintance of G a b r a n 's the chief comman- 
der of the Scots, he had no difficulty in being ap- 
pointed to go on this expedition ; nor was the Gene- 
ral wanting in a warm recornmendation of him to 
the forgi venefs of the Monarch. But all his intereft 
with Niall availed nothing : the King was ip 
much incenled againfl the Prince of Leinfter, that 
inftead of receiving him into favour, he would not 
hear of him, nor fufFer him to be in his prefence^ 
It is probable that this inveteracy might firft infpire 
him with the defign which he fbon found means to 
execute. Perceiving the Monarch fitting on the 
banks of the river Loire, as the troops were one day 
ranging about the country ; he got under the cover 
of a grove on the oppofite fhore, and difcharging 
an arrow at the Monarch, fhot him dead upon the 
fpot. The expedition being totally difconcerted by 
this accident, fo favourable for the inhabitants, the 
armies reimbarked, and returned home to their dif- 
ferent countries. 

Thus ended the great exploits and life of Ni a ll 
of the nine hoflages ; a name given to this Monarchy 
it is faid, becaufe he brought away hoflages from 
fo many different regions. But this mufl not be 
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underftood of fo many different countries, but of fo 
many places in which his arms had been fuccefsful ; 
as PidUand, England, Wales, Armorica, and other 
parts of Gaul. Th? pofterity of this King ap- 
propriated the Monarchy in* a mannei* fo much 
to themfelves, that almoft all the following Mo- 
narchs of Ireland were, defcended from him ; be- 
fides many families of great renown, and many 
powerful Princes in them. He had pulhed the 
glory of his fubjedts higher, and extended it further 
abroad, than any King of Ireland had done before 
him ; and he had a peaceful reign at home of 
twenty-feven years to do it in. But his death is z 
leflbn to Princes and great men, that they (hould 
not be implacable in their refentments ; which may 
be always returned upon them to their own deftruc- 
tion. For the life of the greateft is in the power of 
the meaneft man, if he is wicked and refolute 
enough to take it. 

When the army brought home the news of the Da thy. 
Monarch's aflaffination, Da thy grandfon to Achy 


MoiMODuiN was elefted to the throne, as being a ^- ^-405 
Prince of the Heremonian line. He is faid to have . 
governed the kingdom three and twenty years : 
and yet no other account is given than of 
his marriages and his deicendents, except that 
purfuing his conquefts in Gaul where his arms had 
been very fuccefsful, he received his death by a 
thunderbolt near the foot of the Alps, and his body 
was brought home by his men and interred in 
Ireland^ This being the laft of the Pagan Mo- 
narchs before the introdudlion of Chriftianity, 
we are now arrived at the end of the lecond age, 
which I have called, the Obfcure ; and it natu- 
rally puts a period to this book. 

Obfcure however as it is allowed to be, yet I 
have taken fuch care to feledl the authentic from 
the fabulous part of its hiftory, as that 1 perfuade 
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myfelf there are no impofitions upon the reader m 
this work. So far from delivering impoffible tales, 
either to amufe and furprize the credulous, or throw 
a luftre and antiquity over tlip Irifli hiftory, here is 
nothing but what is poffible at lead: ; nothing in- 
deed but what is probable, if we judge of this hifto- 
ry, with the fame candour and impartiality as we do 
. of all the hiftories of other ancient nations : and why 
; Ireland, which is a member of bur own dominions, 
. (hould^not meet with the fame faimefs of mind 
; from Englifli criticks which thpy fliew to Greece 
. and Rome, to China or to Ruillia, is a matter of 
r juft aftonilhment. I am afraid it is to be placed on- 
i ly to the account of pride ; that fince we in Eng- 
; land have no certain hiftory before the invafion 
of the Romans, we will not allow that a people 
fubjedt to us, and originally tranfplanted from us, 
\ (hall in this refpeft be fuperior to ourfelves. If it 
. ' is i^t pride, which hath pccafioned our partiality 
againft the Irifh hiftory, it muft be a childifti pre- 
judiceof education, which it is time for us to Jay 
afide ; and which thoi^ no wife men will ac- 
knowledge, yet the wifcft men are not always free 
' from. But whatever mav be the fate of this hif- 
tory, it is certainly very (haniefiil, to be learned in 
the accounts of other countries, and to be ignorant 
of thofe which belong to our own. 


End of the First Volume. 


